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REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, October 22, 1885. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of the 
General Land Office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

The operations for this period were chiefly nnder the previous ad- 
ministration. I assumed the duties of the office March 26, 1885, and 
accordingly have but three months and a few days of my own super- 
vision of it to account for. This brief period was insufficient to enable 
me to more than realize the situation and to make a commencement 
toward sucjj reforms as I soon perceived were imperative in the public 
interest, the need and importance of which have become more and more 
conspicuous with each day's added experience. I found that the mag- 
nificent estate of the nation in its public lands had been to a wide ex- 
tent wasted under defective and improvident laws and through a laxity 
of pnblic administration astonishing in a business sense if not culpable 
in recklessness of official responsibility. 

The widespread belief of the people of this country that the land de- 
partment has been very largely conducted to the advantage of specu- 
lation and monopoly, private and corporate, rather than in the public 
interest, 1 have found supported by developments in every branch of 
the service. It seems that the prevailing idea running through this 
office and those subordinate to it was that the government had no dis- 
tinctive rights to be considered and no special interests to protect; 
hence, as between the government and spoilers of the public domain, 
the government usually had the worst of it. I am satisfied that thou- 
sands of claim 8 without foundation in law or equity, involving millions 
of acres of public land, have been annually passed to patent upon the 
single proposition that nobody but the government had any adverse in- 
terest. 

The vast machinery of the land department appears to have been de- 
voted to the chief result of conveying the title of the United States to 
public lands upon fraudalenlQj^QQdJMJt strained constructions of 
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imperfect public land laws and upon illegal claims under public and 
private grants. I shall endeavor in this report to point out some of the 
evidences which illustrate the truth of these general statements. 
. From the reports of the subordinate divisions of this office, which are 
appended in detail, it appears that during the last fiscal year the Sales 
entries, and selections of public land under various acts of Congress 
relating thereto embrace 20,113,663.37 acres, and of Indian lands 
881,850.21 acres, making a total of 20,995,513.58 acres, being a decrease, 
as compared with the year 1884, of 6,535,656.41 acres, and an increase 
over the year 1883 of 1,565,480.78 acres. 

The receipts from the disposals of public lands are $7,686,114.80; from 
sales of Indian lands, $933,483.52; a total of $8,619,598.32, being a de- 
crease, as compared with the year 1884, of $4,159,532.01, and with 1883 
of $3,086,167.33, to which is to be added $8,821.86 for certified copies 
of records furnished by the General Land Office, making the total re- 
ceipts for the year from all sources $8,628,420.18, 

The following is a statement in detail : 

CASH BALES. 

Acres. 

Pnblio sales 3,098.76 

Private entries 473,023.84 

Pre-emption entries 2,311,296.71 

Timber and stone land entries 13°*, 301.93 

Desert-land entries 928,250.06 

Mineral-land entries 35,215.02 

Coal-land entries 3,675.19 

Town-site entries 60.34 

Excesses on homestead and other entries 17, 209. 75 

Abandoned military reservations 1,318.89 

Total cash sales 3,912,450.49 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Acres. 

Homestead entries (original) 7,415,885.53 

Timber-culture entries (original) 4, 755, 005. 57 

Entries with military bounty-land warrants 26, 833. 18 

Entries with agricultural college-scrip 961. 83 

Entries with private land-claim scrip (Supreme Court). 7,944. 37 

Entries with Valentine scrip 400.00 

Entries with Israel Dodge scrip 477.88 

Entries with Sioux half-breed scrip 358. 85 

Donation entries.. 2,200.76 

Railroad selections 3,558,914.10 

Wagon-road selections 128,066.94 

Salt spring selections 1,286.43 

State selections — school, swamp, &o 299, 239. 68 

Indian homestead entries 3,637.77 

Total miscellaneous disposals 16, 201, 215?. 89 

Total area of publio land entries and selections 20, 113, 663. 38 
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INDIAN LAND8. 

Acres. Acres. 

Cherokee school lands 119.70 

Cherokee scrip lands 267. 86 

Kansas trust and diminished reserve lands 7, 391. 76 

Kansas trust lands 1,644.53 

Osage ceded lands - 840.25 

Osage trust and diminished reserve lands 825, 533. 30 

Pawnee lands 78.15 

Sioox lands 4,455.32 

Ute lands 35,212.53 

Omaha lands 6,306.81 

881 , 850. 21 

Grand total 20,995,515.59 

The foregoing does not include the following final entries, the areas 
of which have previously been reported in the original entries of the re- 
spective classes : 

Acres. 

Commoted homesteads (section 2301 Revised Statutes) 929, 155. 53 

Commuted homesteads (act June 15, 1880) 198,288.22 

Final desert-land entries 190,984.30 

Final homestead entries t 3,032,679.11 

Final timber-culture entries 90,300.66 

Total area previously reported 4, 441, 407. 82 

In addition to the foregoing, and not included in the total areas of 
current sale^, entries, and selections, are pre-emption, homestead, and 
miscellaneous filings, viz : ' 

Pre-emption filings 47,946 

Miscellaneous filings 4,898 

Total 52,844 

The area of land embraced jn these filings aggregates 8,000,000 acres. 

CASH RECEIPTS. 

From cash sales $6,223,926 74 

From homestead fees and commissions 836,999 85 

From timber-culture fees and commissions 428,184 00 

From military bounty-land warrant locations 870 50 

From fees on scrip locations 76 00 

From fees on pre-emption and other filings 146, 089 00 

From fees for reducing testimony to writing 659 88 

From fees on donation claims 65 00 

From fees on state selections 3, 134 45 

From fees on railroad selections 44,494 63 

From fees on wagon-road selections 1,598 7b 

From fees on salt spring selections 16 00 

Total receipts from public lands 7,686,114 80 

Beceipta from disposal of Indian lands 933, 483 52 

fieoeipts from fees for transcripts of records furnished by the General 

Land Office 8,821 86 

Total 8,628,420 18 
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AGRICULTURAL PATBNTS. 

The number of patents issued on various classes of entries and loca- 
tions under the general land laws during the year was 73,172, an in- 
crease of 21,835 over the year 1884. 

ENTRIES AND FILINGS. 

The total number of entries and filings made during the year is 
241,524, aggregating 33,436,920 acres, a decrease of 45,288 entries and 
filings as compared with the year 1884, and an increase of 15,436 over 
the year 1883. 

The number of entries and filings posted on the records is 398,993, an 
increase of 71,807 over the year 1884. 

The number of public and private cash entries and entries under the 
homestead, timber-culture, timber-land, and desert-land laws approved 
for patenting is 70,656, an increase of 10,380. 

Nine thousand nine hundred and two homestead, timber-culture, and 
other contests, exclusive of pre-emptions, were examined and acted upon. 

Eleven hundred and four ex-parte cases were confirmed by the board 
of equitable adjudication. 

CASH SALES. 

The number of private cash entries is 4,068, embracing 473,023.84 
acres, a decrease of 1,077,290.51 acres ; 2,311,296.71 acres were sold under 
the pre-emption law, being a decrease of 894,799.15 acres; 1,127,443.75 
acres are embraced in commuted homesteads, a decrease of 298,745.02 
acres. 

The total cash sales, including land sold at public and private sale, 
pre-emption, commuted homestead, mineral lands, timber aud stone 
lands, &c, amount to 5,230,878.54 acres. The amount of receipts from 
cash sales is $6,223,926.74, an average of a fraction less than $1.19 
per acre, or $1.40 exclusive of original desert-land entries. 

PUBLIC SALES. 

Two hundred and forty-three tracts of land, embracing 3,098.76 acres, 
were sold at public sale in the various land districts at an average price 
of $4.41| per acre. 

PRE-EMPTION. 

Fifteen thousand eight hundred pre-emption entries were made dur- 
ing the year, embracing an area of 2,311,296.71 acres, a decrease of 
5,486 entries and 894,799.15 acres. 

Fifteen thousand and forty -one ex-parte cases were approved for pat- 
ent and 727 contested cases decided. The number of pre-emption en- 
tries remaining unacted upon at the close of the fiscal year was 32,374. 
The number of preemption filings recorded during the year was 47,946, 
which, at 160 acres each, would cover 7,671,360 acres. 
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HOMESTEADS. 

The number of original homestead entries made daring the year is 
60,877, embracing an area of 7,415,885.53 acres, a decrease of 4,168 
entries and 415,624.35 acres as compared with the year 1884. 

Final proof was made on 22,066 entries, embracing 3,032,679.11 acres/ 
an increase over the previous year of 223 entries, and a decrease of 
87,104.38 acres. 

One thousand five hundred and sixty-five soldiers' homestead declara- 
tory statements were filed, covering 250,400 acres. 

TIMBER-CULTURE ENTRIES. 

Thirty thousand nine hundred and eighty-eight timber-culture entries 
were made, embracing 4,755,005.57 acres, an increase of 4,090 entries 
and 670,541.70 acres. Final proof was offered on 750 entries, embracing 
90,300.66 acres. 

* DESERT LANDS. 

Two thousand seven hundred and sixty-six desert-land entries were 
made, embracing 928,250.06 acres, being an increase of 337 entries and 
a decrease of 23,557.86 acres as compared with the previous year. 
Final proof was made on 475 entries, embracing 190,984.30 acres. 

TIMBER AND STONE LAND ENTRIES. 

One thousand and twenty seven entries, embracing 139,301.93 acres, 
were made under the timber and stone land act of June 3, 1878 (chiefly 
timber-land entries), in the states of California and Oregon and Wash- 
ington territory (to which states and territory and the state of Nevada 
the act only is applicable), being a decrease of 1,365 entries and 
200,117.96 acres as compared with the year 1884. 

MINERAL LANDS. 

One thousand five hundred and eighty-eight mineral entries of the 
public lands and sixty-eight mineral entries of (7te Indian lands were 
made, embracing 35,215.02 acres and 1,286.78 acres, respectively; a 
total of 1,656 entries and 36,501.80 acres. 

There were 1,405 mineral applications filed on public lands and 50 
on Ute landp, a total of 1,455 applications. 

One hundred and seventy-three adverse claims were filed against en- 
tries of public mineral lands and 8 against entries of Ute mineral 
lands. 

There were 29 coal entries of public lands and 15 entries of Ute lands, 
a total of 44 entries, embracing 3,675.19 acres aud 2,279.94 acres, re- 
spectively ; a total of 5,955.13 acres. 

There were also 602 public coal-land filings and 63 Ute filings, a total 
of 665 filings. 
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The above is a decrease of 344 entries of mineral lands and an in- 
crease of 5,899.29 acres ; a decrease of 16 entries and 1,163.60 acres of 
coal lands, and a decrease of 347 mineral applications, 11 adverse 
claims, and 54 coal filings. 

Twelve hundred and thirty eight ex-parte cases have been examined, 
57 contest cases decided, 525 lode and placer claims patented, and 29 
coal patents issued. Twenty-seven hundred and twenty-six unexam- 
ined cases are on file, and 1,379 examined and suspended cases await 
farther action. Seven hundred and fifty-seven contests remain undis- 
posed of. 

STATE SELECTIONS. 

State selections under educational and internal improvement grants 
were made, aggregating 299,239.68 acres, an increase of 142,627.60 acres 
over the year 1884. 

The following state selections were approved : 

Acres. 

School indemnity 67,095.02 

Agricultural college 3,108.22 

University 59,468.36 

Internal improvements 10, 35k 99 

Total 140,023.59 

TOWN-SITES. 

Eight town-sites, embracing 60.34 acres, were entered dnring the year, 
and there were 89 sales of town lots. Twelve town-sites and ten town 
lots were approved for pateut. 

ACCOUNTS. 

Four thousaud eight hundred and eighteen accounts were examined 
and audited, covering $10,089,184.44 ; a decrease of 175 accounts and 
$1,547,741.38 as compared with the previous year. * 

The adjusted accounts embrace receipts amounting to $7,813,424.15 
and disbursements to the amount of $2,275,760.29. 

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT ON ACCOUNT OF SURVEYS. 

The amount covered by certificates of deposit on account of surveys 
examined and accepted in payment for public lands during the year is 
$531,716.08. 

The amount deposited for surveys under the individual deposit sys- 
tem was $533,453.56. 

REPAYMENTS. 

Fourteen hundred aud seventy-four repayment claims for lands er- 
roneously sold, amounting to $78,728.28, were adjusted aud approved. 
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STATE FUND ACCOUNTS. 

The amount reported to the First Comptroller as accruing to the 
several states entitled by acts of admission into the Union to 5 per 
cent of the net proceeds of sales of the public lands is $216,171.42. 

MAPS. 

The map of the United States and Territories (edition of 1884) has 
been revised and corrected. A new map of Dakota has been com- 
piled and published, and new maps of California, Colorado, Nevada, 
and New Mexico are nearly completed. A new map of Oregon has been 
finished, and maps of Mississippi, Illinois, Iowa, and the Indian Terri- 
tory have been revised. 

SWAMP LANDS. 

The swamp-laud selections were 2,608,709.56 acres, an increase of 
1,126,526.77 acres, making a total of 74,546,849.93 acres claimed by 
states under the s^amp land grant up to the close of the fiscal year. 
Lists embracing 826,728.47 acres were approved, a decrease of 512,062.11 
acres. Patents were issued for 889,853.05 acres. The total area pat. 
ented or approved under the swamp land grant is 58,620,986.61 acres. 

Cash indemnity claims, amounting to $80,691.38, were adjusted and 
allowed, an increase of $29,810.58. Indemnity lands were patented to 
the amount of 3,241.80 acres, a decrease of 40,429.01 acres. The total 
cash indemnity allowed since the passage of the indemnity acts is 
$l,360,D4'i.33, and the total amount of indemnity land patented is 551,- 
483.83 acres. 

Five special agents were employed in making examinations in the 
field of lands claimed under the swamp grant and in representing the 
government at the taking of testimony respecting the character of the 
land claimed. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Seventeen private land claims have been patented during the year — 
2 in California, 14 in Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida, and 
1 in New Mexico. 

Ninety-three private claims have been reported and are on file for ex- 
amination, viz: California, 13; New Mexico and Colorado, 27; Florida 
and Louisiana, 24 ; derivative claims under the Las Animas grant in 
Colorado, 29. 

Patents have been issued on 59 donation claims in New Mexico and 
Washington Territories, aud 226 New Mexico donation claims have beeu 
rejected. Two hundred and nineteen similar claims remain undecided, 
115 being in New Mexico and Arizona and 104 in Washington Territory 
and Oregon. 

Six hundred and twenty-nine private land scrip locations were ap- 
proved for patent and 94 are pending. 

Patents were issued on 1,458 Indian severalty claims. 
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RAILROAD SELECTIONS. 

Eighteen railroad patents and one wagon-road patent were issued 
during the last fiscal year, embracing 1,154,499.42 acres. 

Lists of selections are on file amounting to 14,273,057.81 acres, out of 
which 12,557,339.47 acres are suspended on account of the failure of 
the companies to complete their roads within the time required by the 
granting acts. 

The number of settlement claims within railroad limits pending at 
the close of the fiscal year was 8,165, of which 2,054 have received some 
action and 0,111 have not been acted upon. 

One hundred and sixty -four aud one-half miles of land-grant railroad 
were reported as constructed, making the total reported construction 
to June 30, 1885, 17,631.34 miles. 

SURVEYS. 

The public surveys made during the year embrace the following 
areas : 

Acres. 

Surveys of public lands 30,305,066.00 

8urveys of private laud claims 47,927. 09 

Resurveysof public lands 1,170,696.00 

Total 31,523,689.09 
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GENERAL FEATURES OF PUBLIC LAND ADMINISTRATION. 

THE PUBLIC SURVEYS. 

My attention was called at an early period to the great looseness and 
irregularity which have characterized the surveying service, especially 
of late years, and particularly in connection with the feature known as 
the special-deposit system. Accounts were presented for my approval 
involving large sums of money, based upon extended contracts with 
which no additional bonds had been filed, or upon contracts entered 
into when the deposit required as a precedent condition had not been 
made, or upon contracts largely exceeding the estimated liability upon 
which they were founded. 

I also found that every expedient had been resorted to in the prac- 
tice in this branch of the public service to facilitate the making and 
approval of contracts and the acceptance of surveys and approval of 
accounts, and that condonement of irregularities had come to be regarded 
as a part of the official duty of the supervising and accounting officers 
of the Government. I found that augmented rates for surveys were al- 
lowed upon no other evidence that the character of the survey warranted 
such rates than the interested statement of the contractor; that it was 
common to allow townships to be surveyed other than those orig 
inally embraced in the contracts upon which the liabilities were esti- 
mated; that it was a frequent practice of deputies to return a survey 
for part of a township under a deposit for the whole, and omit the re- 
mainder as uusurveyable, when upon a new deposit being made another 
contract would be procured and the land returned as surveyed, or, upon 
receiving a contract for the survey of a township, the deputy would exe- 
cute the easier portion and leave the more difficult to remain unsurveyed 
and to become subject to an extra charge to the government hereafter, 
and that it has not been uncommon for deputies to be paid twice for 
doing the same work, once for the original survey and again for "re- 
tracing" it under another contract. 

It is a part of all surveying contracts that the work shall be done by 
the deputy in his own proper person, and that subletting a contract 
shall work its avoidance. The records show, however, the constant 
repetition of the same names among contracting deputies for a larger 
number of contracts than could possibly be executed by them person- 
ally ; and that contracts are in fact frequently sublet, and also often 
executed, by subordinates with only a perfunctory supervision on the 
part of the contracting deputy, instead of " in his own proper person," 
is a matter of such common report as to be notorious. The subletting 
of contracts at prices which show either that the government rates are 
two or three hundred per cent, too high, or that the deputies receiving 
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tbem knew that their assignees could not and necessarily would not do 
the work, has been established by official investigation. 

It has been asserted in the public press of the Pacific Coast that a sur- 
veying combination has been in existence for several years, and that 
this combination has controlled all surveying contracts in the Pacific 
States and Territories for speculative purposes. Special agents of 
this office have made similar reports as the result of their informa- 
tion and examination. It also appears that a majority of surveying 
returns and accounts under the deposit system has been represented 
before thia office by the same persons and attorneys, thus further prov- 
ing the existence of the alleged combination. 

I found no adequate system in operation for ascertaining the correct- 
ness of surveying returns and accounts. Township plats appear to have 
been accepted and payments made amounting to millions of dollars 
annually, solely upon faith and without an effective utilization of even 
the insufficient means that Congress has prdvided for testing the ac- 
curacy of the work. Evidence is cumulative that surveyiug has been 
done with great laxity, and there is abundant reason to believe that 
numerous returns have been made and paid for of work that has never 
been performed. Complaints of this character have been before this office 
for years and are constantly arising. Applications for amended surveys 
and for resurveys, which are chiefly made necessary in consequence of 
fraudulent or imperfect surveys, are continually presented. Under 
the annual appropriations by Congress since 1883 of $50,000, which, or 
a part of which, may be expended in u occasional examinatious of sur- 
veys in the field, 7 ' comparatively few examinations have been made. 
Some of the agents appointed for this purpose were conspicuously un- 
faithful, but so far as efficient service was performed by any of them 
the results have been uniform in establishing the fraudulent practices - 
alleged in the surveying service. 

An examination of twenty -four miles on the Grande ftonde meridian 
in Oregon, surveyed in 1879, showed that no corners had been estab- 
lished, and the fourth standard parallel surveyed at the same time was 
found incorrectly laid down. In five townships examined in Idaho one 
was found entirely destitute of any evidences of having been surveyed 
at all, while in the other four, many of the corners were wanting, and 
those that were found were deficient in size. In two townships in Mon- 
tana, the contracts for which were awarded in 1884, the subdivisional 
lines were only partly run, and existing corners were not according to 
contract. 

In twenty-seven townships examined in Colorado in 1883-'85 no evi- 
dence was found that subdivisional surveys had been made in any one 
of them, and in eight other townships there was no evidence that any 
government surveys whatever had been made, the only corners existing 
being those established by local surveyors in the absence of public sur- 
veys. 
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Sixteen townships examined in Colorado in 1885 were found to have 
been executed only on paper, no actual surveying having been done. 

In twenty-two other townships examined in Colorado, purporting to 
have been surveyed under a special-deposit contract awarded in 1881, 
the surveys were found wholly fraudulent in seven, while but very few 
corners existed in the other fifteen. 

Erroneous, fraudulent, incomplete, and imperfect surveys are re- 
ported by examiners in California, New Mexico, and elsewhere as exam- 
inations progress. 

Under a contract awarded direct by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office for the survey of the Ute Indian lands in Colorado a par- 
tial examination shows that no corners were set and no lines run so far 
as the examination had extended at date of report. The examiner re- 
ported that this contract was sublet at one-third of the contract price, 
and that fictitious field-notes were furnished by the sub-contractor. He 
also reported that the contracting deputies had not in person executed 
any of the alleged work in the field. 

A suit was brought in the United States district court for Colorado 
in 1884 on the bonds of contracting deputies who had made fraudulent 
returns of the survey of twenty-two townships in that state under con- 
tract made in 1881. Judgment was obtained by default for $27,000. 
The execution was returned nulla bona. This case presents an illustra- 
tion of the usual value of bonds of contracting deputy surveyors. I am 
informed that the government has never in any instance succeeded in 
recovering and collecting a judgment upon any of such bonds. 

The deposit system was originated by act of May 30, 1862, as a 
measure of reducing the cost of the surveying service by authorizing 
surveys to be made at the expense of settlers in the townships desired 
to be surveyed. In 1871 an act was passed providing that the amounts 
deposited by settlers should go in part payment for their lands in the 
townships the surveying of which is paid for out of such deposits. Up 
to this point the legislation was comparatively harmless; but on March 
3, 1879, an act was passed making certificates of deposit negotiable and 
providing that they should be received in payment for phblic lands sit- 
uated anywhere and subject to entry under the pre-emption and home- 
stead laws. This opened a market for certificates of deposit, and opened 
the public lands to new and indefinite schemes of spoliation. The total 
amount of deposits made for surveys under prior laws up to that date, 
through a period of seventeen years, was only $368,625.69. 

The subsequent deposits under this act of 1879 have been as follows; 

1880? '. 1941,741.42 

1881 1,749,547.54 

1882 2,134,175.44 

1883 437,949.72 

1884 549,954.46 

Total In five years 5,813,368.58 
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During the same period the general appropriations for surveys, in- 
cluding examinations thereof, amounted to $2,093,000. The deposits 
constituted additional appropriations, and while, as in the year 1882, 
the appropriation for surveys, as shown by the appropriation act of 
Congress, was $300,000 (inclusive of $50,000 to be used in examinations), 
the actual charge to the Treasury under the deposit act was upward of 
$2,000,000, making an aggregate of $2,313,270.77. The sudden increase 
in deposits from $941,000 in 1880 to $1,749,000 in 1881 and $2,134,000 
in 1882 was the immediate result of regulations adopted by the General 
Land Office construing the law with a latitude not consonant with ac- 
cepted rules of statutory interpretation. It was held that the applica- 
tion of one settler in a township was sufficient to authorize a survey, 
and a form of " settler's application" was prescribed which could be 
signed by any person other than an actual settler without much stretch 
of conscience. The applications all came up, therefore, with the regula- 
tion " one settler " in each township. 

Surveys are restricted by law to agricultural lands and for homestead 
and pre-emption settlers, but were allowed by these regulations to be 
made of any townships the 'Marger portion" of which was not " known" 
to be mineral, and also for desert lands and for timber lands subject to 
entry under the timber-land act, entrymen of which are not required to 
be "settlers. 

Only technical township lands are surveyable under the law, and the 
surveyable townships are only those " within the range of the regular 
progress of the public surveys embraced by existing standard lines or 
bases for the township and subdivisional surveys," but the regulations 
allowed standard, base, and " connection lines " to be run, thus pro- 
viding for surveys wholly outside and far beyond the limitations of the 
law. 

The law authorized the assignment only of certificates issued after 
March 3, 1879. The regulations permitted the assignment of certificates 
issued before that date, and made them receivable for public lands in 
districts in which the law did not authorize them to be so received. 
The law makes no provision for the issue of duplicate evidences of de- 
posits, but through the aid of the General Land Office duplicates of 
triplicate certificates were obtained at the Treasury Department upon 
representation by an applicant that the original triplicates had been 
lost, and these "duplicate triplicates" were received in payment for 
lands, thus opening a door to a double redemption, or two payments by 
the United States for one deposit. 

Under the pretext of precaution, but evidently to promote the ready 
sale and thus enhance the market value of certificates, they were re- 
quired by regulations to be certified by the Commissioner. 

1 thus found this office a mere instrumentality in the hands of " sur- 
veying rings." It 8b all not be such during the present incumbency. I 
have revoked surveying contracts shown to be illegal and have refused 
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to approve irregular accounts. I have also, with your approval, revised 
and reformed surveying instructions, both under the general appropri- 
ation and the deposit system. But the latter is not free from liability 
of wrong results so long as the law creating it remains on the statute- 
book. Its uses have in no instance been advantageous to the public 
service. On the contrary, it has been an unmixed evil. It has pro- 
moted unnecessary and improvident expenditures, premature and worth- 
less surveys, the corruption of public officers, and the unlawful appro- 
priation of vast bodies of the most valuable unsettled public lands. At 
the outset the profits of surveying contracts invited the development of 
the deposit system. These profits were as easily gathered in the pretended 
survey of mountains, lava beds, and alkali deserts as of lands valuable 
for some purpose besides surveying them. But the clamor forsurveyshas 
since arisen upon a broader basis than the mere profits, however large, to 
be derived from surveying contracts, or from loaning money upon their 
security. Wealthy speculators and powerful syndicates covet the public 
domain, and a survey is the first step in the accomplishment of this 
desire. The bulk of deposit surveys has been made in timber dis- 
tricts and grazing regions, and the surveyed lands have been immedi- 
ately entered under the timber-land, pre-emption, commuted homestead, 
timber-culture, and desert-Ian^ acts. So thoroughly organized has 
been the entire system of procuring the survey and making illegal en- 
try of lands that agents and attorneys engaged in this business have 
been advised of every official proceeding and enabled to present entry 
applications for the lands at the very moment of the filing of the plats 
of survey in the local land offices. Prospectors employed by lumber 
firms and corporations seek out and report the most valuable timber 
tracts in California, Oregon, Washington Territory, or elsewhere; set- 
tlers' applications are manufactured as a basis for survey ; contracts are 
entered into and pushed through the General Land Office in hot haste; 
a skeleton survey is made and full field-notes improvised for platting ; 
the final acts of approval and acceptance are officially expedited ; entry 
papers, made perfect in form by competent attorneys, are filed in bulk, 
and the manipulators enter into possession of the land and exploit its 
timber, which is shipped to foreign ports or sold to our own citizens at 
the market price of timber cut from private lands, or, as the case may 
be, the lands are retained for the advance of price which is to come 
from forest monopoly. This has been the course of proceeding hereto- 
fore. In a single case reported by special agents in California it was 
discovered that au English firm had obtained 100,000 acres of the choicest 
red- wood lands in the state, worth perhaps an average of $100 per acre, 
while the cost of procuring surveys and fraudulent entries did not 
probably exceed $500 per quarter section, or at the rate of $3 per acre. 
In the same manner extensive coal deposits in our western territory 
are acquired in mass through expedited surveys, followed by fraudulent 
pre-emption and commuted hofnestead eutries. 
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A still broader field of illegal appropriation is opened through the 
premature survey of vast bodies of land monopolized by cattle ranges. 

When the needs of settlement require public surveys the government 
must take its chances in guarding against illegal appropriation of the 
surveyed lands. But when surveys are thus forced upon the govern- 
ment and made in advance of actual requirements the most available 
lands are appropriated before the settler reaches them. When not so 
appropriated, the marks of the premature surveys, if actually made, are 
necessarily obliterated by the trampling of cattle or the burning of posts 
by hunters and prospectors, in the abseaee of inhabitants whose inter- 
ests would lead to the protection of the monuments. Such destruction 
involves new surveys. Upward of 1,000,000 acres of re-surveys were 
paid for by the government the past year in Colorado and Kansas, and 
this source of public expenditure is but in the initial stages of its de- 
velopment. 

Surveys have been extended during the last five years far beyond 
the needs of legitimate occupation of the soil. Nearly the whole of the" 
territory of Wyoming and large portions of Montana have been surveyed 
under the deposit system and the lands on the streams fraudulently 
taken up under the desert-land act, to the exclusion of future settlers 
desiring homes in those territories. Nearly all of Colorado, the choicest 
cattle-raising portions of New Mexico, the accessible timber lands of Cal- 
ifornia, largely the forests of Washington Territory, and the principal 
part of the pine lands of Minnesota are already surveyed, and in all the 
western land States and Territories the surveys have anticipated actual 
populations for years to come. To enable the pressi ng tide of #6st era im- 
migration to secure homes upon the public domain it is necessary, not 
that further surveys should be hastened, but that the hundreds of mil- 
lions of acres of public lands now unlawfully appropriated should be 
wrested from illegal control. I find no occasion, other than that of 
facilitating speculation, for any immediate extension of the public sur- 
veys. The amount of annual appropriations for the general surveying 
service may, in my judgment, be reduced with advantage to the public 
interests, and I have reduced my estimates for such appropriation. I 
am also convinced that it has never been necessary to pay augmented 
rates. 

It is my understanding that surveying contracts of the minimum 
rate class are expected to pay a profit of from forty to fifty per cent, when 
the work is actually and properly executed in the field, if the whole 
amount of the government price goes to the deputy without division or 
payment of commissions. A statement of account of contracts in cer- 
tain cases of augmented rates, now before me, shows, according to an 
estimate of legitimate expenses, that the profits exceeded 50 per cent. 

I am satisfied that actual and honest surveys can be obtained at mini- 
mum rates for all township surveying by the government. I have, in 
my estimates for the year ending June 30, 1886, omitted the feature of 
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providing for augmented rates, and in current instructions to surveyors- 
general have directed that no contracts be let under existing appro- 
priations at more than minimum rates. 

The proviso to the appropriation act of 1883, restricting the use of 
certificates of deposit to the land district in which the lands for the 
surveying of which the deposit is made are situated, was a material re- 
form and reduced the cost of the surveying service $3,000,000 in the 
two years that have since elapsed ; but the system still remains, and 
upward of #1,000,000 have been disadvantageously expended under its 
modified form during the same two years. The evils flowing from this 
system, and the permanent injury to the country that has already re- 
sulted from it, calls for its abrogation before further wrong is accom- 
plished and more damage inflicted. I recommend a prompt repeal of 
the law. 

I also recommend the passage of an act making false and fraudulent 
returns of public surveys and of surveys of private land claims offenses 
punishable by fine and imprisonment, and providing suitable penalties 
for the willful removal or destruction of surveying monuments. Ex- 
isting laws have no provisions of this character. 

SPANISH AND MEXICAN PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

The settlement of private land claims founded on alleged grants by 
foreign governments before the acquisition of the territory by the 
United States is one of the most important features of public admin- 
istration, and one that has been characterized by a prodigality of 
award even exceeding that bestowed upon grants to railroad corpora- 
tions. In the latter case there certainly were grants ; in the former 
there is every reason to believe that numerous claims are wholly 
fictitious. 

It was said by my predecessor in 1883, in reference to claims arising 
in the territory ceded by Mexico, that — 

The obligations of treaty stipulations are apt to be magnified into a recognition of 
property rights that had no existence under Spanish or Mexican law, and into the 
rapport of speculative schemes to dispossess the United States of its own property. 
The time has come when, in my opinion, the rights and interests of the United States 
raould be faithfully and vigorously defended against unjustifiable assaults under 
r of pretended foreign titles. 



In proceedings before Congress, courts, and commissions claimants 
hare had the field mainly to themselves, and solemn confirmations have 
erected the weakest of prima facie claims into valid titles and trans- 
anted the most absurd demands into impregnable rights. 

Boundaries have been steadily magnified with lapse of time and the 
transfer of claims to more adroit manipulation, until, in many instances, 
encroachment upon the public domain by one claimant ceases only when 
it dashes with the pretentions of another. 

A ease has been called to my attention where a modest claim waa 
6819 L 2 
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presented many years ago for a single square league of land in New 
Mexico (the Canon de Chaina), claimants alleging actual possession 
and occupation since date of grant, and asserting that the locality was 
well known and the boundaries accurately described and easily identi- 
fied, and they furnished a plat showing the exact one league claimed 
by them. This claim was subsequently assigned, and the transferees 
are now before Congress seeking a confirmation for 472,730.95 acres, or 
more than one hundred square leagues, fortified by a survey purporting 
to show the identical boundaries given by the original claimants of one 
square league. 

I find also that the reports by this office to committees of Congress 
duriug the past few years have favored the confirmation of this extrav- 
agaut claim, aud that uo reference to facts of record showing the falsity 
of the accompanying survey has been made iu such reports. 

Other cases have been brought to my knowledge where original claims 
have been magnified ten and twenty fold, some of which have been pat- 
ented for the exaggerated quantities, aud others are awaiting the turn 
of prodigal confirmation or facile " adjudication." 

Iu July last I submitted to you the result of my investigation of the 
proceedings of this office by which. the notorious " Maxwell" or Beau- 
biu and Miranda grant iu New Mexico and Colorado was patented iu 1879 
for upward of 1,700,000 acres, when, if the grant had possessed any 
original validity, the quantity legally claimable uuder it could not have 
exceeded 06,000 acres, aud this quantity only was patentable by the effect 
of congressional confirmation. It was so found by Mr. Secretary Cox 
in 1869, and his judgment had not-been reversed when, upon a forced 
assumption of the applicability of a judicial decision in auother case 
and a tortuous construction of a general letter of advice from a succeed- 
ing Secretary, this office resurrected the extinguished claim for excess- 
ive quantity and passed it to patent without written decision, " and 
without opportunity being afforded adverse parties or protestants to 
appeal to the Secretary or iuvoke his supervisory judgment \ v and this 
in the face of " a large number of letters, complaiuts, petitions, protests, 
and charges" which had been transmitted to this office and department 
from citizens of New Mexico, " alleging fraud in the location and bound- 
aries of this claim, its extension far beyond any original claim or pos- 
session by the grantees, the invasion of settlement aud mining rights, 
and of the rights of native inhabitants and Indian occupauts." 

The files of this office groan with the pitiful appeals of settlers to be pro- 
tected against fraudulent surveys of private laud claims, which appear 
generally to have received no more attention thau to be buried in the 
tomb of official archives. Recent memorialists, praying legal inter- 
vention to save their homes aud property from seizure uuder a patent 
issued in 1881 for nearly 1,000,000 acres to the claimants of the Saugre 
de Cri8to grant in Colorado, which, if existent and valid, was restricted 
by the laws of Mexico to one-tenth of the quautity conveyed by this 
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office, say upon a recital of frauds* and injuries alleged that "against 
these wrongs, petitions time and again have been filed directed to the 
Honorable Secretary of the Interior, all of which might as well have 
been directed or consigned to a fiery furnace." 

In 1870, upon application of the heirs of Gervacio Nolan for the con- 
firmation of two grants alleged to have been made to their ancestor un- 
der the colonization laws of Mexico, aggregating, as alleged, upward of 
1,500,000 acres, Congress made confirmation of one to the extent of eleven 
square leagues "in full satisfaction of all further claims and demands 
against the United States." This conditional confirmation was based 
upon the report of the proper committee that Mexican laws limited the 
amount of public lands of the nation that could be granted to one indi- 
vidual to eleven square leagues (48,000 acres), and this settlement of all 
claims was virtually acquiesced in by counsel for claimants before the 
committee and by claimants themselves in their selection and accept- 
ance of patent for the quantity so confirmed. 

But this office, upon private request, as appears from the records, re- 
opened the claim in 1&S0 that had been settled by Congress in 1870, by 
authorizing the surveyor general of New Mexico to cause a "prelimi- 
nary 8urve3 rW to be made of "the unconfirmed private land claim of 
Gervacio Nolan," and a survey of the claim so attempted to be revivi- 
fied was subsequently executed and plats filed in this office and the 
local office. No other reason was assigned for ordering the survey than 
that claimants were willing to pay the cost of it. The survey as made 
and returned embraces upward of 575,000 acres, or twelve times the 
legal quantity if the grant had not been satisfied. This case was fully 
reported to you by me May 30 last. I am now in receipt, of information 
that settlers on the lands are being threatened with eviction upon the 
plea that the survey thus executed fixes the locus of the " grant " and 
creates a presumptive title in the grant claimauts. 

An examination of the record in the case of the Bancho Laguna do 
Tache, iu California, which I have had occasion to make in response to 
a departmental call, and upon which I reported to you on May 13 
last, shows that the official generosity which has marked the treatment 
of private land claims under previous administrations of the govern- 
ment is not of receut origin. In this case the pateut was issued iu 1860. 
The claim (which was based upon a proposed but not perfected grant) 
had been originally rejected by the board of land commissioners as in- 
valid, but was afterward confirmed by the district court of California. 
The survey was reported to this office in 1804 aud was returned to the 
surveyor- general because not in conformity with the decree of the court 
nor in compliance with acts of Congress or official instructions. It was 
again returned by the surveyor-general without amendment, and was 
subsequently approved and patented. 

My examination of the plats and records confirms the correctness of 
the opinion expressed by the Commissioner in returning the survey for 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

want of proper location. It is apparent that the survey embraces quite 
different land from that mentioned in the grant and confirmation, and 
the reason now asserted is that it was purposely so made in order to 
include certain valuable mines which were not embraced in the grant 
and not subject to grant under Spanish or Mexican laws. The survey- 
or-general explained his approval of the survey upon the ground that 
no objection had been filed against it by any adverse claimant, and the 
legal objections of this office appear to have been waived upon that 
statement. 

A grant was petitioned for and confirmed for the Bancho Muscopi- 
abo, in California, to the extent of one square league, u little more or 
less." it was surveyed and patented* for upward of seven square 
leagues. I made report to you in this case in May last on a petition for 
suit to set the patent aside, based upon allegations of fraud on the part 
of the deputy surveyor in returning as the ascertained boundaries of 
the grant the larger exterior limits within which the one league granted 
should have been selected. From an examination of the records and 
plats I had no hesitation in declaring my conviction that a fraud upon 
the public domain had been perpetrated in the premises, and that the 
law department of the government should take immediate action in 
suit to annul and set aside the patent therefor. 

My report of June 22 last on the patented Buri-Buri aud Oaiiada 
de Ouadaloupe grants, in California, shows that the same were ex- 
panded by the approved surveys so as to include the sobrante, or over- 
plus of another (the Merced) grant, which overplus had been surveyed 
and opened to settlement as public lands ; and settlers now claim that 
they never had an opportunity of defending their rights, and allege 
that they were deprived of such opportunity by fraud and deception 
on the part of the United States attorney in charge of their interests 

The attempt to remedy wrongs by judicial proceedings to set aside 
patents improvidently issued or fraudulently obtained is a dernier 
resort of doubtful expediency in many cases, and always cumbersome 
and expensive either to the government or to injured private parties, 
or both, but is made necessary when the wrongful issue is apparent 
and there is no other remedy. In this as in other matters the better 
remedy is to prevent the issue of such patents. 

The New Mexico claim of Francis Martinez under the colonization 
laws, which limited grants to the maximum of 48,000 acres, was sur 
veyed for 594,515.55 acres, and patented in 1881. A similar grant to B. 
W. Baton was surveyed and patented in 1880 for 81,032.67 acres. A 
similar claim was surveyed and patented to Antonio Sandoval in 1877 
for 60,117.39 acres. 

The claim of John Scolley, also in New Mexico, was surveyed for 
108,507.64 acres and the land reserved. Congress confirmed the grant 
According to its terms for five leagues, or 22,193.40 acres, but the larger 
area still remains in reservation. 
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A New Mexico grant said to have been made to Salvador Gonzales, 
in 1742, of ** a spot of land to enable hiin to plant a corn-field for the sup- 
port of his family n has been surveyed for 103,959.31 acres, and land re- 
served. An amended survey has been filed reducing this amount to 
23,661 acres, and the claim is now pending before Congress. 

The Anton Leroux grant in New Mexico, surveyed for 126,024.50 acres 
and the land reserved, has been examined by this office and the survey 
found to be excessive to the amount of more than 100,000 acres. 

The B. M. Montaya grant in New Mexico, limited to 48,000 acres 
under the colonization laws, is surveyed for 151,056.97 acres and the 
land reserved. Claim before Congress. 

The Sedillo grant in New Mexico, of the same character and limita- 
tion, is surveyed for 88,079.78 acres and the land reserved. Claim be- 
fore Congress. 

The Arroyo de San Lorenzo grant in New Mexico, same limitation, is 
surveyed for 130,000 acres and the land reserved. Claim before Con- 
gress. 

The Estancia grant in New Mexico (Nolan No. 3), also restricted under 
the colonization act to 48,000 acres, is surveyed for 415,036.56 acres and 
the land reserved. Claim before Congress. 

In 1768 Iguacio Chaves and others (New Mexico) petitioned for a 
tract u which will have on each side one league and a half, more or less.' 
This would make a tract of two and one fourth superficial leagues, or a 
little less than 10,000 English acres. The claim has been surveyed for 
243,036.43 acres and the land reserved. Pending before Congress. 

The foregoing and other cases cited are mentioned as examples merely 
exhibiting the general situatiou. 

There is no data upon which to estimate the number of claims that 
may yet be presented. 

The inhabitants of southern central Arizona have for the past two or 
three years been threatened by the assertion of the existence of an 
enormous grant alleged to have been made in 1758 to one Peralta, em- 
bracing a region of country 49 by 150 miles in extent, or a larger area 
than the combined States of Connecticut and Rhode Island, the location 
of which was laid in the most populous and valuable portion of the ter- 
ritory. An extensive correspondence touching this alleged grant was 
entered into during my predecessor's incumbency of this office between 
the governments of the Uuited States, Mexico, and Spain, resulting in 
the following letter addressed by me to the surveyor-general : 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, May 2, 1886. 
Royal A. Johnson, Esq., Surveyor- General, Tucson, Arizona : 

8ir: I am in receipt by reference from the Hon. Secretary of the Interior of your 
letter of March 27, 1*35, stating that certain papers have been filed in your office in 
the matter of an alleged grant to one Peralta, claimed to embrace a region of country 
40 by 150 miles in exteut, aggregating 4,000,000 acres of land, inclusive of tbe City of 
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Phoenix, the towns of Florence, Globe, aud Silver King, the major part of the conn- 
ties of Maricopa, Pinal, and Graham, a large portion of the White Mountain, and the 
San Carlos Indian Reservation, and that said alleged grant also purports to carry all 
minerals. 
Tou transmit a list of papers filed, the most material of which purport as follows: 

(1) Decree of Ferdinand VI. (King of Spain) recommending grant. 

(2) Copies of the report of the Royal Tribunal of the Iuquisition of the grant to 
Peralta by the viceroy iu 1758, and of the statement of Peralta as to location of grant. 

(3) Petition of Peralta to King Carlos III, praying confirmation of the grant. 

(4) Order of King Carlos ill, confirmiug grant. 

Yon state that although, from one and one-half year's study, yon are familiar with 
every detail of this alleged grant, yon are not in possession of corroborative proofs or 
evideuce thereof. 

Thorough search has been made under the direction of the government of the re- 
public of Mexico, at the instance of this government, and no record of this grant nor 
of any of the various aud minute proceedings required by the laws of Spain and the 
Indies, connected with the making of such grants, has been discovered. 

You are further advised that this department has received from the department of 
State, official information communicated by the Spanish government through the 
Americau legation at Madrid that a careful search has been made by the Director of 
the Archives, and that the " so-called ' Peralta Grant ' does uot exist in those archives. ** 

The royal grants of Spain were made with great solemnity of form and record. It 
is impossible that a grant should have beeu " reconiraeuded " by one sovereign, re- 
ported by the most august tribunal of the nation, and confirmed by the kingly deed 
of another sovereign, aud no record of these high and important acts of state appear 
in the archives of the Spanish governmeut. 

The evidence that no such record exists is sufficient evidence that no such grant 
was made. 

The essential foundation of a recognizable claim under the laws of Spain and the 
treaties and laws of the United States does not appear in this'case. It is my opinion 
that the futile work in which you have been eugaged for a year aud a half in the 
direction of investigating an alleged claim which, from your own statement of its 
uncorroborated character, had not been placed before you in a condition to be entitled 
to consideration, should forthwith be discontinued. The only effect of your action 
and proceedings has been to needlessly alarm citizens iu lawful and peaceful posses- 
sion of homes and property upon the soil, to threaten with insecurity private titles 
in towns and cities, to imperil valuable miuiug interests, and to intimidate settle- 
ments upon public lands. 
Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Connnis&ioner. 

The communication from the Spanish and Mexican governments are 
appended in the accompanying detailed report. That from Mexico is 
especially valuable for reference, apart from its relation to the imme- 
diate subject of inquiry, reciting as it does a list of the various matters 
of procedure required under the laws and practice of Spain and the 
Indies for the perfection of Spanish and Mexican grants. I am not 
advised that the record facts so required can generally, if at all, be 
found in claimed grants cou firmed by the United States as valid grants 
under those laws. To what extent many of the claimed grants were 
perfected into tangible property rights prior to the change of flags is 
problematical. Indian pueblos are not in dispute. Many commuuity 
grants may rest upon a solid basis of acquired right, since the communal 
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form of social life prevails among the native inhabitants of the country 
derived from Mexico, and the existence of a town, village, or ancient 
community settlement upon a common grant verifies a claim preferred 
by the town or couiimiuity. But when, after the lapse of generations or 
centuries, adventurous claimants assert a paramount title to lands long 
in the possession of others, and upon which towns and cities have arisen 
and flourished, the amount of consideration their pretentions deserve 
may well be questioned. 

Mineral lands were not granted to individuals by either Spain or 
Mexico; but the mineral exception does not appear to have been an 
obstacle to the survey and patenting by the TJuited States of mineral 
lands under agricultural grants, nor even to have led to a scrutiny of 
claimed boundaries embracing mineral lands. 

The ecclesiastical missions were not the recipients of titles to lands. 
Their possession ceased when the missions were secularized. But vast 
estates have been conveyed upon pretexts of succession to mission 
claims. 

A common usage in Spanish countries, followed in Mexico, was to 
make small individual grants of cultivable lands and to put the 
grantee into possession of a larger quantity of common land, which he 
could use until granted to another; but the power of the government 
to dispose of the title was always maintained for the public benefit and 
to serve the uses of increasing population. The fee did not pass with this 
possession. Tet in the practice of this government it appears to have 
been believed of late that the possession controlled the grant, and the 
volume of private land claims in New Mexico, Colorado, and Arizona 
has been predicated upon alleged possession. 

Colonization and settlement grants were conditioned upon occupation 
and improvement. The time when complete title could be obtained was 
far in the future. Meanwhile the right of denouncement and resump- 
tion remained in the goverumeut. In succeeding to the obligations of 
Spain and Mexico this government succeeded to the rights of the former 
authority. It has not been shown to me that forfeitures have ever been 
considered a limitation upon the obligations of the United States. 

Valid property rights there are and, have been which have failed of 
protection. The grant to the inhabitants of the town of Anton Chico, 
reported by the surveyor-geueral as a commuuity grant and confirmed 
by Congress as reported, and upon which the descendants of the origi- 
nal grantees were living, as did tbeir fathers before them, was patented 
by departmental order iu 1883 to a single individual having no more or 
greater right than any one other of the inhabitants whose collective 
possessions in 383,850.81 acres of land, includiug their homes and im 
provements, were bestowed upon the patentee against petitions and 
protests representing three thousand people. 

Prescriptive rights were acquired by inhabitancy under Spanish and 
Mexican laws. The native populations of New Mexico and Arizona, re- 
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lying upon these acknowledged righto and their long possessions, and 
ignorant of American laws, customs, and language, have rested in fancied 
security that, as citizens protected by the treaty of Guadaloupe Jttdalgo, 
their property rights were safe from invasion under the laws of the United 
States. They now find that, notwithstanding their equitable claims and 
legal rights, the homes and possessions of their ancestors, of themselves, 
and of their children,are being appropriated by speculators and cattle cor- 
porations through entries, chiefly as fraudulent against the United States 
as against them, under the homestead, pre-emption, and other of our 
public land laws. Their lands had remained unsurveyed by our meth- 
ods until the deposit system opeued a way for the survey and the sur- 
vey opened the way for their adverse appropriation. A person having 
an entry or filing can, by territorial statute, maintain an action of eject- 
ment against the actual possessor. The native inhabitants, not under- 
standing the necessity of assertiug their own claims, suddenly find 
themselves evicted and their lands passing to strangers under " cow- 
boy " patents. 

The laws of Spain and Mexico recognized the natural rights of Indian 
inhabitants and protected their possession of the soil. It was a usual 
feature in public grants to specifically except from their operation lands 
in the occupation of Indians. But I do not find that the ethics of pub- 
lic law, the sacredness of conventional obligations, or the particular 
stipulations of the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo, although habitually 
urged to crush objections to grants of doubtful authenticity, have ever 
been invoked to save the lights of these humble people or prevent the 
expansion of confirmations or of surveys of private land claims over 
lands not granted by reason of the clauses and policy of Indian reser- 
vation at time of graut. 

The law of private land claims is not occult, however obscured may 
have been some decisions and rulings adapted to the effect of sustain- 
ing claims of mythical origin or swollen proportions. The decrees and 
statutes of Spain and Mexico, as of all civil law nations, are simple, and 
their public land system, while voluminous in details of precaution, was 
a model of perspicuity and exactness. It is not impossible to ascertain 
nor a never-ending labor to settle the actual obligations of the United 
States to claimants of private land grants. The aim in times past seems 
to have beeu in the direction of favoring the expansion of those obliga- 
tions. 1 propose, under your direction and with your assistance, to ad- 
minister the law as it is and not the mere gratuity of the department as 
it is desired to be in my treatment of claims against the United States 
arising from these or other sources. 

The act of July 22, 1854 (10 Stat., 308), applicable to New Mexico, 
Arizona, and Colorado, makes it the duty of surveyors-general, under 
instructions by the Secretary of the Interior, to ascertain the origin, 
nature, character, and extent of all claims to land under the law*, 
usages, and customs of Spain and Mexico. His report on such claims 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 25 

la to be laid before Congress for proper action, with a view to confirm 
bona fide grants and give effect to the treaty of 1848 ; and it is further 
provided that until final action by Congress on snch claims all lands 
covered thereby shall be reserved from sale or other disposal by th# 
government. 

In the practice of this office and department there appears to have 
been no adequate supervision over the acts of surveyors-general and 
their subordinates in the exercise of the vast powers conferred upon 
them under this act. The evideuces of title transmitted by surveyors- 
general are copies only of asserted original documents, while a deter- 
mination of the correctness of the location and extent of boundaries 
depends almost wholly upon the returns of irresponsible deputies. The 
examination of surveys in this office has amounted to little more than a 
mere technical comparison of the plats with the field-notes. But the 
material point of inquiry, viz : the correctness of the field-notes, is left 
to conjecture. 

There are now pending before Congress 98 claims in New Mexico and 
Arizona covering alleged and estimated areas aggregating 8,500,000 
acres, which claims have been transmitted through this office and de- 
partment as channels of communication only. The claims have never 
been scrutinized here. The matters in respect to them upon which this 
office is competent to formulate judgment have not beeu examined. 
They stand upon the naked reports of surveyors-general, and the re- 
sults of confirmations heretofore made by Congress upon such reports 
have largely proved unfortunate. 

In 1869 Mr. Secretary Cox, commenting upon the developments in 
the Maxwell, or Beaubien and Miranda grant, instructed the Commis- 
sioner to cause a critical examination to be made into the extent of 
private land claims already confirmed. This order does not appear to 
have been executed. 

With many of the claims now before Congress are " preliminary sur- 
veys," so called, being plats of surveys executed at the instance of in- 
terested parties. These preliminary surveys represent in all instances 
the exaggerated claims, and are not a true or approximate index to the 
proper volume of the claimed grants. The unauthoritative character 
of preliminary surveys has repeatedly been stated to Congress in re- 
ports from this office. 

A wrong is accomplished through the medium of such surveys to 
which your attention is invited. They purport to designate the lands 
to which the reservation provided for by the act of 1854 attaches. The 
alleged location and extent of the claim being so designated, claimants 
enter into possession or sell or lease the described lands and intimidate 
settlers into purchasing relinquishments and quit claim deeds. Domin- 
ion is thus asserted over as much land as claimants may find practica- 
ble, or which it may appear profitable to pay for surveying. Congress- 
ional appropriations have in some years been obtained for an indefinite 
advance to claimants of such surveying costs. 
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The prompt and just settlement of all valid claims against the gov* 
eminent is demanded by every consideration of equity, good faith, pub- 
lic policy, and public interest, and the no less prompt and definitive re- 
jection of baseless or invalid claims is equally expedieut and necessary. 
In view of past experience with boards and commissions, I do not favor 
the creation of such temporary and irresponsible bodies for the adjudi- 
cation of private laud claims. Nor do I think that remaiuing and con- 
ting' nt claims, the number, character, and extent of which are unknown, 
are in condition for adjudication by the courts. It is my opinion that 
Congress, when these claims are properly presented to it, is the most 
responsible and the safest tribunal, and that final confirmation should be 
left with that body, but that no further claims should be confirmed on 
reports by surveyors-general without examination and thorough inves- 
tigation by this office and in the field. It is also my opinion that claims 
heretofore reported to Congress without such examination, investiga- 
tion, and approval should be remanded to this office for that purpose. 

The act of 1854 fixes no limit within which claims may be presented. 
Thirty years have elapsed since that date, a period of time largely 
more than sufficient for the presentation of legitimate claims. I rec- 
ommend the passage of an act providing that claims not presented 
within one year shall be forever barred. 

RAILROAD LAND GRANTS. 

The reports of railroad construction show that 17,631 miles of road 
have been constructed under the laud-grant system since its commence- 
ment. In the meantime upward of 100,000 miles have been built with- 
out the aid of congressional grants. Many of the latter have been con- 
structed through undeveloped country, while construction under many 
of the former has been delayed until settlements outside of railroad lim- 
its have sufficiently advanced to make construction profitable without 
public subsidy, and until the disposal by the government of reserved 
alteruate sections and the filling up of the back country have enhauced 
the price of lands given as an inducement to build the roads. Such de- 
lays have been made possible through official action of the land depart- 
ment in withdrawing from public appropriation lands within assumed 
limits of projected roads and retaining such lands in indefinite reserva- 
tion. 

The granting acts generally make no provision for official withdrawals. 
Granted lands were to be identified by the definitely fixed location of 
the line of the road. Uutil then the grant did not attach to any laud, 
but all lands on the line of the proposed road remained withiu the dis- 
posable power of the government and subject to settlement and eutry 

An official withdrawal of lands from appropriation and disposal under 
the public land laws before the time arrived when the right of appro- 
priation and disposal was coucluded by the lawful identification of 
granted lands was clearly ail act of wrong to the government and an 
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Injustice to settlers, while of great and improper advantage to railroad 
corporations. 

Such withdrawals have, however, been made, such wrong and injus- 
tice perpetrated upon citizens and the government, and such advantages 
secured by grantees upon whose requests and for whose benefit the 
withdrawals were ordered. In the early period of the land grant sys- 
tem erroneous views seem to have been entertained in respect to what 
constituted a fixed definite location, and premature withdrawals fol- 
lowed from that error. In later periods withdrawals appear to have 
been made without regard to legal construction, and apparently without 
consideration of official responsibilities. As an example of the latter 
class may be mentioned the case of the Leavenworth, Pawnee and 
Western railroad in Kausas, a withdrawal for which on a problematical 
route was made upon no other basis than pencil lines drawu across 
a territorial map by an unaccredited attorney before the filing of the 
company's acceptance of the act making the grant, and before any other 
conditions had been performed which would have authorized the tiling 
of any map or the making of any withdrawal. 

I know of no law authorizing or recognizing the location generally of 
railroads by sections ordivisions. The entire line, including its branches 
must be located before the law (as fouud by the Supreme Court) vests 
in a railroad company auy rights to any land. (Cedar Rapids cases, 110 
U. S., 27). The date of the filing in the General Land Office of the com- 
plete map of the whole line is the date when, under the law as so deter- 
mined, settlement rights within railroad limits cease aud the rights of 
the companies begin. 

But periods of attachment of railroad rights have been officially com - 
puted upon reported dates of partial " surveys in the field," or upon 
maps of portions of lines undetermined as a whole, and otherwise pre- 
maturely, and the difference in time between the accepted and actual 
definite locations have varied from some months to several years, and 
sometimes many years, during all of which time settlement rights have 
been refused, entries canceled, or applications rejected, and lawful claim- 
ants ousted from their possessions. In these as iu other instances of 
false construction of law, erroneous rulings, aud mistaken decisions, the 
errors have been in favor of the corporations. 

In most, if not all, cases of railroad grants premature and unauthor- 
ized withdrawals have beeu made, the land held sacredly reserved for 
the railroad, and the legal rights of settlers arbitrarily and cruelly de- 
nied. The number of settlers having indisputable legal right to the 
lauds occupied by them who have been forced to buy their homes of 
rail read companies or suffer eviction because of official declarations of 
superior railroad right founded upon constructive withdrawals made 
before any railroad right had actually been acquired, cau never be as- 
certained, since their applications for the most part died at the local 
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offices, and the genera) failure of those who applied prevented even tto 
assertion of rights by others. 

Where the settler's filing or entry has been permitted and a decis- 
ion is afterward rendered, justly or unjustly, that the railroad claim 
is superior iu point of time, the companies are allowed nnder the act 
of June 22, 1S74 (IS Stat., 194), a double advantage. They sell the 
land to the settler and then select lieu land for the land so sold, and 
the lieu laud may be selected from any land within the limits of the 
grant. They thus get pay for the original tract and receive an equal 
quantity of other land in plpce of it, which additional land is selected 
in the most valuable localities and from reserved government sections. 

This act, with its extraordinary advantages to the railroads and no 
apparent advautage to settlers, was restricted to lands within granted 
limits, but is uow found to have heretofore been applied to lauds within 
indemnity limits, thus giving the companies special indemnity, in ad- 
dition to the pay they received from the settler, for land not granted to 
the companies, and to which they had not at the time acquired any 
right whatever, and might never acquire any, which they had no right 
to sell, to which they could not give title, and might never receive title. 
Meanwhile they obtained title to the land received iu lieu of the land 
sold by them, and the lieu land was thus taken out of the government 
market and held to-be sold to some other settler or person at railroad 
prices. 

In some cases, as, for example, the Northern Pacific and similar grants, 
it is provided that the lands granted shall not be subject to sale or dis- 
posal by the government after the general route shall be fixed. And it is 
also provided that the right of settlement and entry upon such lands, 
and of their disposal by the government, shall remain until the line of 
the road is definitely fixed and a plat thereof filed in the office of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. By departmental construc- 
tion it has been held that two maps could be filed — one which cut off 
the rights of settlers and the government, and another and later one 
which fixed the right of the company. The theory of the law contem- 
plated that the right of settlers should be preserved until the right of 
the company should be acquired 5 the language of the law prescribed the 
filing of one map, not of two maps ; the sense of the law contemplated 
one line of location, not two lines of location ; harmony of statutory 
construction forbade an interpretation which would make one section 
of the law nullify another, and the reason and policy of the law did 
not permit a denial of the rights of settlement and appropriation 
saved and secured by the operative clauses of the granting act. But 
those rights have been denied in the practice aud decisions of this 
office and department for nearly twenty years. Maps have been filed 
and officially accepted purporting to be maps of general route which 
were mere ordinary maps on which fanciful lines were ruled for the 
only purpose of obtaining a withdrawal of lands, and not for the pur- 
pose of indicating the line of any actual road 5 withdrawals have been 
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made upon snch unauthoritative maps of pretended route ; then the 
alleged route has been materially changed and new withdrawals made 
oo the changed lines, and these have again been altered and other with- 
drawals ordered on the altered lines ; then "definite location" has been 
asserted on a still different line, and finally the line of construction has 
varied from all the other lines. Problematical lines, on paper, have in 
this manner been run over nearly all portions of Washington Territory, 
and widely divergent lines made the basis of different withdrawals in 
Minnesota, Dakota, Montana, and Idaho. Lands once withdrawn have 
been regarded by official favor as always withdrawn so far as any part 
of the old withdrawals were within the lines of new ones, and such ex- 
temporized withdrawals on experimental lines have been treated as 
statutory reservations, and made effective to defeat settlement rights. 

Railroad granting acts make no provision for withdrawals of lands 
within ordinary indemnity limits. Such withdrawals or reservations of 
land for future indemnity selection are not only unauthorized by statute, 
as I find it, but contrary, as I believe to the spirit, intendment, and pur- 
pose of the law. 

This class of withdrawals has made railroad construction dependent 
upon the will and convenience of the companies, for, the lands being 
reserved to await their pleasure, they lost nothing through delay. The 
object of the grants — early construction of roads and their completion 
within reasonable time — has thus been defeated. Roads are unfinished 
to-day for which grants were made twenty years ago and longer, and 
where the time for completion expired from five to fifteen years since 
and forfeitures have been incurred, but lands within their indemnity 
limits still remain withdrawn. New withdrawals even have been made 
over wide belts of country after the grants had expired by limitation of 
law, and in cases where there was doubt whether any right had been 
acquired by, or vested in, the corporations during the life-time of the 
grants. 

The uses made of these withdrawals have been to compel settlers to 
purchase railroad waivers or relinquishments of lands to which the com- 
panies had not and might never have any color of legal right; to appro- 
priate the products of coal and other valuable lands ; to dominate town- 
sites and monopolize water privileges, and to devastate forests of their 
timber. Vast tracts of the choicest woodlands of the public domain 
have thus been exploited for the speculative purpose of railroad com- 
panies and their interior combinations. 

Grants were made for a certain number of sections on each side of 
the roads, and alternate sections were raised in price. When the granted 
lands were identified by fixed location the power to change the course 
of the road was gone. Yet changes have been permitted, or have been 
made without official objection, that threw granted lands and reserved 
sections Car beyond the limits prescribed by law, and in some cases por- 
\ of roads have been constructed at distances outside the limits of 
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the grant. The legal effect of such changes upon the status of grants 
does not seem to have prevented the patenting of lands in the same man- 
ner as if no alteration of routes had been made. The question whether 
the grants were not abandoued or reduced to the extent of material 
changes of line has been left to be considered after the title of the United 
States has been conveyed by pateut or an assumed title derived by cer- 
tification. 

Eighty-one grants have been made for railroads, eight for wagon -roads, 
and sixteen for canals, involving an estimated area of 155,000,000 acres. 
Patents and certificates have been issued amounting to 55,000,000 acres. 
In a large proportion of the earlier and some of tbe later grants, except 
to the Pacific roads, the amounts patented or certified appear to have 
reached, and in some cases to have exceeded, the full estimated volume 
of the grauts. Although these grants have been running for long terms 
of years, beginning with the year 1850, and lands conveyed under 
theiu and settlement claims adjudged against settlers throughout the 
withdrawn indemnity limits, I found that in no instance except, perhaps, 
under the very earliest grants had an ascertainment ever been made 
by this office of tbe amouut of indemnity land to which any railroad com- 
pany was entitled under its grant, and that no authoritative determi- 
nation had been made of various questions, arising in different cases, 
a final decision upon which would affect the volume of lands to be con- 
veyed in both granted and indemnity limits or affirm or deny in some 
cases the right of the companies to any lauds. 

Indemnity is allowed for certain losses occurring within granted limits. 
Such losses must be specifically ascertained before the right to select 
indemnity is acquired. Prior to 1877 companies filing lists of indem- 
nity selections were not required to lay a basis for their claims by speci- 
fying alleged losses, but their lists were accepted and approved and lands 
patented or certified without kuowiedge whether any losses existed for 
which the particular indemnity might lawfully be selected or whether 
actual losses had not previously been indemnified. After indemnity 
selections had been made in this manner for long terms of years by the 
different companies a rule was adopted requiring a specification of 
claimed lossses to accompany future selections, but there was no re- 
quirement for the identification of losses that had been satisfied by the 
indemnity already received. This omission allowed the presentation of 
duplicate claims for losses that had in fact been compensated through 
the previous general selections. 

It woultl seem that the simplest business sagacity and the most mod- 
erate comprehension of official duty should have required accurate 
knowledge that railroad companies were entitled to receive patents for 
land claimed by them before such patents were issued. That knowlege 
does not appear to have existed in respect to millions of acres that have 
been conveyed. The practice seems to have been to approve lists pre- 
sented by the companies as a matterof course, with uoother examination 
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than to see whether any of the few conflicts then officially recognized 
as sufficient to defeat a railroad claim existed in respect to particular 
tracts. 

That such looseness in the administration of trusts of the magnitude 
of railroad land grants should have resulted in excessive allowances 
to companies claimiug all land within the possibilities of their reach 
was inevitable. An examination which I have commenced indicates 
that such excesses arc numerous and great. An adjustment of tho 
grant for the Winona and Saint Peter road in Minnesota is in progress, 
showing that the amount of land approved for that company will not 
(all short of 300,000 acres and may reach above 600,000 acres in excess of 
the grant. A partial adjustment of the grant for the Atchison, Toj>eka 
and Santa F6 road in Kansas iudicates that the excess approved for 
the benefit of that company will reach several hundred thousand acres. 
Similar excesses, in various proportions, may be expected in other 
cases. 

The lateral limits of railroad grants as heretofore laid down upon the 
maps, by which areas of grants have beeu assumed, withdrawals made, 
and the rights of settlers concluded, are found upon measurement 
to have been customarily extended beyond the prescribed distances 
from the lines of road, so as to embrace lauds outside the actual limits 
of the grants. Au adjustment of the grant for the Alabama and Florida 
railroad in Alabama, now about completed, shows that the grauted 
limits were overdrawn to the amount of 27,723.30 acres, or at the rate 
of 245 acres per mile. 

An average over- withdrawal of the six-mile limits of the grant for the 
Wiuoua aud Saint Peter road in Minnesota is showu at the rate of about 
480 acres per mile, making a total enlargement of the grant in original 
limits to the amount of nearly 150,000. acres, besides a further enlarge- 
ment of indemnity limits amouuting to some 500,000 acres. Of the 
excess approvals for this road, as before noted, over 200,000 acres are 
found to be outside of all limits. 

An accurate measurement of a section of forty miles of the granted 
limits of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe road in Kansas shows that 
17,000 acres have been treated as grauted lands for that length of road 
which were outside of the true line of the ten-mile limits of the grant ; 
and further computations show that the overdrawn lauds on the whole 
line will aggregate about 300,000 acres, or at the rate of 600 acres per 
mile. 

Over-withdrawals for the Missouri, Kansas and Texas road, in Kan- 
sas, are indicated at the rate of about 500 acres per mile. 

The lines of the grant for the Kausas Pacific road are shown to have 
beeu generally widened from a half mile to a mile and a half throughout 
Its entire length, with larger additions at certain points. 

At the Denver terminus of the Kausas Pacific and Denver Pacific 
roads a body of land embracing upward of 200,000 acres, situated en- 
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tirely beyond the termini of the grants and not embraced in either of 
them, are found included in the previous designation and withdrawals 
of granted lands. Odd-numbered sections of these public lands have 
been patented to the companies, and even-numbered sections held at 
double-minimum price. 

Preliminary examinations of other grants indicate that all have been 
more or less overdrawn. The earlier withdrawals, in states where the 
public lauds had been surveyed and the withdrawals projected on town- 
ship maps, were more closely calculated than those of later date. Dif- 
ferences appear to have broadened as time progressed, particularly in 
the larger grants. Present estimates are that the average rate per 
mile of road at which lands have been overdrawn will reach 500 acres 
per mile. The total length of constructed and unconstrticted land- grant 
road for which withdrawals have been made exceeds 20,000 miles. At 
an average rate of 500 acres per mile, the aggregate area of overdrawn 
lands will amount to 10,000,000 acres, which vast amount has hitherto 
been treated as the absolute property of the corporations, but is in fact 
public laud of the United States, recoverable to the public domain. ' 

In all the grants lands were to be taken within a given number of 
miles or sections on each side of the roads. The limit of distance pre- 
scribed in the acts is the geographical limit of the grants. The language 
of different acts vary in the use of equivalent terms, but the law is 
uniform in designating precise distances in every case where lateral 
limits are established by any form of phrase. In the case of the Bur- 
lington and Missouri River road the court held (98 U. 8., 334) that no 
lateral limits were prescribed by the granting act. This case furnishes 
the only instance of that character. 

The question arose at an early period, in the case of the Illinois Cen- 
tral railroad, whether the area of- grant should be computed by linear 
miles of road, including its sinuosities and deflections from a straight 
line. The Secretary of the Interior, Hon. Alex. H. H. Stuart, sub- 
mitted the question to the Attorney-General, stating his own doubt 
whether the claim of the state to that extent was tenable. Under date 
of March 10, 1852, the Attorney-General, Mr. Crittenden, advised the 
Secretary as follows : 

It is quite clear, in my judgment, that the claim to that extent is not tenable, and 
cannot, according to law, be allowed. It is a theory, rather than a claim, and has 
nothing to sustain it in either the intention or language of the act. The imaginary 
straightening out of crooked lines to furnish a longer base, and thereby to increase 
the quantity of land to the grantee, is at apparent variance with the plain purpose 
and words of Congress. The statute had reference alone to the actual road as made 
or located, with all its sinuosities. The line which that forms is the base line of the 
land granted on each side of it, and is the object and measure by which its locality 
and quantity are to be ascertained and determined. (5 Ops., 518.) 

This principle, established at the initial period of the land grant sys- 
tem, has never been departed from in theory. It was reasserted by Mr. 
Attorney General Devens in 1880, who said "a claim to six sections for 
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every linear mile of the road and its branches, including all sinuosities 
and deflections from a straight line, would not be tenable, and this i& 
according to what is deemed by me to be well settled law." ( 16 Oix, 50&> 
The Supreme Court in United States vs. Burlington and Missouri* 
Mver Railroad Company (supra) said : 

Lands are taken along the line of the road in the sense of the statute when takenv 
along the general direction or course of the road within lines perpendicular WU at 
each end. 

A rectification of lateral and terminal limits of railroad land grants 
is a necessary preliminary to the adjustment of such grauts. I have- 
organized thip work to the extent that facilities of office room and me- 
chanical skill will permit, and it is my purpose to push it to comple- 
tion at the earliest possible date. 

Indemnity selections are now pendiug for large amounts of laud, prin- 
cipally by companies delinquent in construction aud by companies who 
have filed selections In excess of probable or possible losses, and byr 
companies whose grants have been satisfied or exceeded. The effect or 
such selections is to give the compauies a presumptive title to the^ 
lands ; to enable them to sell their quit-claim deeds and to evict set- 
tlers who refuse or are unable to pay their demands, and perhaps to» 
leave purchasers aud valid claimants without redress wheu, after a lapse* 
of years, it is discovered that the companies can give no title and had no* 
right to make the selections. Through rules officially established, rail- 
road selections have been regarded as segregating the land, and settlers. 
have been prohibited from making entries even subject to a future de- 
termination of the railroad claim. Selections may be made upon the* 
most audacious legal propositions and the flimsiest pretexts of asserted 
or unsatisfied right, and these selections, under the rules, hold thelandl 
against the world for terms of years. 

In 1883, after the adoptiou of the rule requiring future indemnity se- 
lections to be made upon a basis of alleged loss, the Northern Pacifier 
Railroad Company was, by departmental direction, allowed to file its. 
selections without such specification. Numerous complaints were made- 
to me, alleging that the selections filed by this company and recorded 
in the # local land offices and in this office exceeded by far any possible- 
indemnity right, and that the company under color of such selections^ 
while selling land in large quantities to foreign syndicates at low prices* 
was demanding payment from settlers at exorbitant prices for the lands, 
upon which their homes had been established. 

In view of these allegations, and as affording a possible index to 
the extent to which the alleged proceedings had been carried, I have 
caused an examination to be made of each section and subdivision of a 
section in the withdrawn limits of the grant iu Washington Territory, 
with the following result: The total area covered by appropriations or 
claims of record adverse to the railroad claim within the limits of such 
6819 I. 3 
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withdrawals is 257,556.65 acres, exclusive of unsnrveyed lands along 
a portion of unconstructed road across the Cascade mountains, where 
trifling or no losses can exist. The total area of indemnity selections 
in Washington Territory filed by the railroad company is 637,928.80 
acres, or 380,372.15 acres more than as appears from such examina- 
tion the company would be entitled to receive if all questions respect- 
ing the right of the company to indemnity lands on any portion or 
the whole of its road were decided in its favor, and if every tract ad- 
versely claimed by settlers should prove an ultimate loss to the com- 
pany. Included in these lists of selections are 10,000 acres that were 
embraced in settlement claims antagonized by the company and decided 
adversely to the settler or canceled by relinquishment. Every other 
unadjudicated claim involved in the 257,556.65 acres of possible losses 
as above assumed is also antagonized by the railroad claim, and it by 
no means follows that the actual losses will approximate that amount 
even if the company were entitled to indemnity for Indian reservations. 
It is also apparent from the amount of indemnity selections filed in the 
other territories and states through which the road runs that very large 
excess selections have been made in those states and territories, as well 
as in Washington Territory. 

Instructions have been issued with your approval since the commence- 
ment of the current year directing registers and receivers of United 
States land offices to require lists to be filed in every case of application 
by railroad companies for indemnity selections, specifying the particu- 
lar alleged deficiencies for which indemnity is claimed, and that in cases 
where indemnity selections have heretofore been made by any company 
without specification of losses to admit no further selections by such 
companies until they have designated the claimed deficiencies to which 
the lands already selected as indemnity are to be applied ; and also 
directing the local land officers to see that the laws are observed which 
require indemnity to be taken within prescribed sections and limits 
nearest the granted sections in which the loss occurred. 

I have also held, under the authority of recent decisions of the Su- 
preme Court and the statutory conditions of railroad land grants, that 
official withdrawals of land within indemnity limits not being required 
nor authorized by law or legal implication are effective only as informa- 
tion, but are not operative as a prohibition of the exercise of the lawful 
rights of citizens to make settlements and entries within the designated 
limits. Such further or diflFereut action as may be needed to protect the 
public interests against illegal iudemnity reservations and excessive in- 
demnity selections lies within the jurisdiction and power of the execu- 
tive department, and no legislative recommendations upon these points 
are necessary. I call attention to the situation as marking the unex- 
ampled laxity with which the laws have been administered and the im- 
perative need of wholesome and efficient reform. 
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The practice of certifying lists of lands within granted limits of rail- 
road grants was adopted auder an opinion rendered by Attorney-Gen- 
eral Black ia 1857, who stated : 

I can see no objection to your famishing lists of those lands to any person who de- 
rires to make a proper use of them, just as you would give other information from the 
records of your department. But such lists can have no influence on the title of the 
slate*. (9 Op., 41.) 

Lists were accordingly furnished, as abstracts from the records, of the 
sections and subdivisions of sections within land-grant limits to any ex- 
tent desired. They were uot furnished as evideuces of title, but as in- 
ormation in respect to the locality of lauds. The title was a question 
of subsequent adjudication. Large numbers of tracts were embraced 
in these list* on which pre-emptiou claims had been tiled, and other 
claims afterward came up, which had uot been reported when the lists 
were made out. In 1883, upon appeal by a railroad company from a 
decision of this office, holdiug, iu pursuance of previous decisions, that 
the certified list did not convey title to a tract of land claimed by a set- 
tler, and which was shown to have been excepted out of the grant, it 
was held by the department that the certified list carried title, and that 
if it did not the certification was an adjudication against the settlement 
right. • 

It is the history of this office and department that lawful claims of 
settlers to lauds within railroad limits that were not grauted to the roads 
from express terms of exception in the granting acts have gone down 
under official decisions as grain before the reaper's scythe. From 1870, 
or earlier, to 1881 the current of decisions appears strongly against set- 
tlement claims on assumed railroad lauds, and during the latter years 
of that period the antagonism to settlers' rights is shown in printed as 
well as in unpublished decisions to have amounted to a crusade. 
Finally, public attention being aroused to the injustice perpetrated 
under forms of official adjudication, the leading and published decisions 
began to be changed, and the Supreme Court has iu several important 
eases overthrown many of the false principles and corrected some con- 
spicuously erroneous constructions of law by which the laud depart- 
ment has been so long governed in its treatment of claims adverse to 
railroad corporations. None of the later decisions, however, have suf- 
ficed to cure the wrongs that went before; but even where the title to 
the land still remained in the government and patent had not issued 
to the party entitled under the law, it has been ruled by some of your 
predecessors that relief could not be afforded against a decision refusing 
or canceling an entry in railroad limits where such decisiou had been 
made, although erroneously, by a former Commissioner or Secretary, the 
government being eliminated as a party iu interest, and justice deuied, 
by* such rule. 

Lands to which a settlement right existed, or to which a pre emption 
or homestead claim had been filed at date of grant or attachment of 
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railroad right, were absolutely excepted from the grants. The validity 
or invalidity of the claim as agaiust the United States was not iu ques- 
tion. Railroad companies were not given power to challenge the set- 
tler's right, to criticise his compliance with law, or to dispute the effect 
of claims of record. Such lands were not granted to the roads, which 
were allowed other lands iu lieu of them. But the agents and attor- 
neys of railroad companies have been permitted to antagonize settle- 
ment claims at every point aud in every stage, until it became cheaper 
for claimants to buy the land of the railroads thau to pursue contest* 
against them before this office and the appellate authority. 

Habitual constructions of law prior to the present administration of 
this department appear to have favored corporations against the public. 
I have heard that it has been said that where there was doubt the ben- 
efit of the doubt has always been given to the government. This maj 
be true in the sense that such doubt seems seldom or never to have 
arisen ; but I find much room for grave doubt upou many important 
subjects that I have not been able in this short period and the multi- 
plicity of official duties yet to lay before you. 

It is a rule of law that public grants are to be construed strictly 
against the grantee, and that nothing passes by implication. ',' Dona- 
Sous of the public domain for any purpose are never to be presumed. 
Those who claim agaiust the government under legislative grants must 
ihow a clear title." (Rice v. Bailroad Company, 110 U. S., 695). 

In two instances, at least, grants have been presumed by departmental 
lonstruction where no clear title was shown and the claim of title, at 
best, rested upou uncertainties or ambiguity in the statute. The lands 
jq these cases have been withdrawn in the double limits ; large numbers 
rf settlement claims have been rejected, large numbers are still pending, 
and in one of the cases no road has been built and the period of con- 
struction expired several years since. 

Where the terms employed in the granting act are " to the amount 
of (so many) alternate sections per mile on each side of the road," in- 
stead of "every alternate section for (so many) sections in width on 
each side of the road," the claims of attorneys for the companies that 
the former language imports a grant of absolute quantity iustead of 
one by description or in place seems to have been tacitly acquiesced in to 
the extent of recognizing presumptive claims founded upon such con- 
struction of the law. In like manuer grants of quantity appear to have 
been presumed from the use of a phrase such as " the quantity of lands 
granted," which, say the Supreme Court in R. R. v. Barney (113 U. S., 
618), is of no significance, and does not change the character of the 
grant from oue in place or by description, to one of quantity. 

A favorite decision of the Supreme Court (Schulenberg v. Harrirnan), 
in which the rule of law appiicablo to grants with conditions subsequent 
is stated and applied to a grant in which it is held that title passed by 
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the act, has been freely applied to grants upder which, by express 
words of statute, the right to acquire title does not vest until after the 
performance of conditions-precedent. In these cases the grants have 
been held present grants to the extent of defeating operative forfeitures, 
but grants in futuro to the extent of avoiding taxation and of award- 
big lands to tbe compauies that were not free from claim at date of 
grant, but became free prior to definite location. 

The laxity of administration observable in the treatment of grants 
for railroads appears to have extended to other grants of similar char- 
acter. 

Between 1864 and I860 several grants were made for wagon roads 
in Oregon. Complaints were filed that the companies had failed to 
construct their roads as required, and that in some cases no road had 
been built, although the governor had certified to construction and 
completion. - 

A special agent who made a personal examination of the Willamette 
Valley and Cascade Mountain Road, and took affidavits of citizens, re- 
ported construction a mere pretext, and that for 100 miles he could not 
find the trace of a road. Upwards of 440,000 acres were patented to 
the company in 1883 after this report had been made. 

Patents were issued to the Corvallis and Yaquina Bay Company after 
information had been received that the charter of the company had 
been dissolved by quo warranto proceedings in the State courts. The 
Oregon Central Wagon Road was located for considerable distance 
through territory to which tbe Indian title had not beeu extinguished, 
but the lauds were patented to the company, and over 100,000 acres 
were certified which are within the permanent Indian reservation. 

A grant of 200,000 acres was made in 1805 for a breakwater, harbor, 
and ship canal at Portage Lake, in Michigan, which was increased to 
400,000 acres in 1866. The canal is 2\ miles in length, chiefly through 
natural water-ways. A commit tee of the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-eighth Congress reported, upon testimony taken, that the so called 
harbor of refuge is a place of dauger avoided by navigators in stormy 
weather; that the canal is a ditch so inefficiently protected that sand 
has drifted into the channel, and that the whole work is so defective as 
to be practically a fraud upon the intention of Congress. All the lands 
have been patented. The first 200,000 acres were to be taken from 
vacant odd-numbered sections subject to private entry nearest the loca« 
tion of the canal, and not from lands designated as mineral by the United 
8tates prior to the act. It is found that nearly one-half of this quan- 
tity was taken outside of legal limits, and that the lands selected both 
without and withiu such limits were interdicted lands on the copper 
range. These selections were allowed aud approved apparently without 
scrutiny and contrary to the provisions of the granting act. 

Lands have been patented or certifled during the past year to railroad 
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companies (and one wagon road company) to the amount of 1,154.499.43 
acres, as follows : 



Name of road. 



j When patented or certified. 



Oregon Central military wagon road , July 8, 1884 , 

Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad ; Julv 26. 1884 

Do j September 12, 1884. 

Do October 4, 1884 



Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad. 

Dta Moinea Valley Railroad 

Do ' 



December 1, 1884 ... 
November 14, 1884. 
April 15, 1885 

Union Pacific Railroad I October 9, 1884 

Do February 25, 1885.. 

Central Pacific Railroad September 16, 1884. 

Central Paciflo Railroad (formerly Weatern ' October 4, 1884 

Pacific.) | 

Central Paciflo Railroad ., November 25, 1884 . 

Do January 31, I 



Aorea. 



43, 592. 04 

1,694.92 

39.95 



80.00 
140.70 



135,865.48 
159, 074. 49 



Do ; April 30, 1*85 

Do ' June 27, lt85. 



Southern Paciflo Railroad (branch line) . 

New Orleana and Pacific Railroad 

Si. Joseph and Denver City Railroad . . . 



January 9, 1885. 
March 3, 1885... 
March 9, 1885... 



Total 1,154,499.41 



76,101.91 
1,335.04 

202.34 

8,486,34 

15,766.03 

642,72 



Total 



54*41 



45, 226.il 
1.19S.T1 



226. n 
294,93*9? 



97.534.tt 

35. 3KT.6T 

679.287.64 

160.06 



It is my information that the issue of patents to the New Orleans and 
Pacific Railroad Company on the last day of the outgoing administra- 
tion was consummated by working the clerical force of this office day and 
night. Protests from Senators and Representatives in Congress against 
•nch issue were on file. A grant had been made to the New Orleans, 
Baton Rouge and Vicksburg Railroad Company for a line chartered to 
begin on the east side of the Mississippi river, but such a road bad uot 
been constructed and has never been constructed. The road that wa» 
built was not completed or commenced within the time required for the 
construction of any road under the grant, and the time had not been 
extended by Congress. No road had been definitely located prior to 
expiration of the grant, and therefore no right had vested under th* 
grant if common principles of law are to have weight in determining 
rights and obligations when one of the parties to a contract is the gov- 
ernment and the other a private corporation. If no rights had vested 
under the grant no title had been acquired by the grantee. If no title had 
been acquired no declaration of forfeiture was necessary to avoid title ; 
there was nothing left to forfeit, [f no rights had been acquired by 
the grantee, no obligations remained upon the government. In any 
event, grave doubts existed whether the New Orleans and Pacific Rail- 
road Company, or the New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vicksburg Rail- 
road Company, had any right to receive patents for any land. The 
session of Congress just expiring had not acted. Other sessions were 
coming which might act. The old administration, at the command of 
the people, was retiring from public responsibility. A new administra- 
tion, at the command of the people, was at the threshold. A proper 
respect for the will of the people might have suggested that the ques- 
tion within the jurisdiction of Congress to settle should have been left 
to the representatives of the people already elected. A modest regard 
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for official propriety might have transferred to the incoming adminis- 
tration a question of executive authority of such doubtful character as 
the passing of the title of the United States to nearly three-quarters of 
a million acres of the public domain upon a forfeited if not an extin- 
guished grant 

I have not heard that any writ of mandamus had been sued out to 
compel the issue of these pateuts, and do not know what law or official 
obligation would have been violated if the clerks in the General Land 
Office had not been kept at work at unseemly hours to get out the 
patents before twelve o'clock on the 4th day of March. Oae of your 
first official acts, the withholding of further patents, indicates that the 
haste with which these final proceedings were conducted had good 
foundation in a fear that the new administration of the government 
might have more regard for public rights than for some corporate or 
private interests. 

It appears to have been a practice in late years, during the pendency 
in Congress of the question of enforcing the forfeiture of grants where 
roads were not constructed in time, to suspend the issue of patents at 
the commencement of a session of Congress and to resume such issue 
upon the adjournment I have not regarded it my duty as an executive 
officer of the government to take any steps during a recess of Congress 
that would place it beyond the power of the legislative branch of the 
government to protect the public rights and interests by an enforce- 
ment of forfeitures which have been incurred. 

The followiug is a list of roads for which grants were made by the acts 
of 1856 and 1857, but where no steps were ever taken by the respective 
states to avail themselves of the privileges of the acts, no acceptance of 
the acts given, no location of the roads made, aud no roads constructed. 
As these grants never vested, it is not presumed that any act of for- 
feiture is necessary. They have been treated as ineffective for more 
than twenty years. No land has ever been reserved under them, and 
the public lands along the proposed lines have generally been sold or 
disposed of: 

Roads not definitely located and not constructed. 

Tuscaloosa to the Mobile Railroad, Mississippi, grant made in 1856. 
Mobile and New Orleans, in Mississippi aud Alabama, grant made in 
1856. 
Elyton and Beard's Bluff, Alabama, grant made in 1856. 
Memphis and Charleston, Alabama, grant made in 1856. 
8a van nab and Albany, Alabama, grant made in 1857. 
New Orleans to the Mississippi line, Louisiaua, grant made in 1856. 
Mobile and New Orleans, Louisiana, grant made in 1856. 
Iron Mountain, Arkansas, grant made in 1856. 

The following is a list of railroad land grants in which the conditions 
of construction were not complied with, the roads not having been com- 
pleted within the time prescribed by law. 
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^Statement showing States and corporations to which grants have been made to aid in the 



-State. 



Mississippi 

JaJabama .. 

Slorlda — 

^Louisiana., 
fiicbigan.. 

u 

now* 

Wisconsin. 



3aTorthern Pacific Railroad ( 
^Company. \ 



Date of act. 



Aug. 11, 185G 
Jane 3,1856 



May 17, 1856 



June 3, 1856 



Mar. 3, 1665 
June 3, 1856 
May 12, 1804 
June 8, 1856 

May 5, 1864 



Mar. 3, 1857 
Mar. 3, 1865 
Mar. 3, 1871 

Mar. 3, 1857 
Mar. 3,1865 

Mar. 3, 1857 
Mar. 3. 1865 
Mar. 3, 1871 

July 4, 1866 



July 4,1866 

Mar. 3, 1857 
May 12, 1864 



July 2,1664 
May 31, 1870 



13 



1 

30 
17 
17 
17 
17 
15 

15 

15 
18 



21 
620 



105 
526 



195 
526 

105 
526 

588 

87 



87 
105 



Mile limit*. 



6 and 15 . 



i { 

J6, 15 & 20 J 

10 and 20.... 
J6 and 15 J 

J10 and 20< 

10 and 20.... 

V 15, it 20. \ 

^6, 15, St 20. j 
>6, 15, & 20. \ 



10&20. 



10&20. 



»J ^6,15,&20 { 



Name of road. 



365 
378 



20, 30, and 40. 
20, 30, and 40 

40, 50, and 60 

40, 50, and 00 

40, 50, and 60. 

20, 30, and 40 



Gulf and Ship Island 

Cooaa and Tennessee 

Coosa and Chattooga 

Mobile and Girard 

8elma, Borne and Dalton 

Atlantic Golf and West 
India Transit. 

Florida, Atlantio and Gulf 
Central. 



Pensacola and Georgia 

Vicksburg, Shreveport and 
Pacific. 

Jackson. Lansing and Sagi- 
naw. 
Northern Central Michigan.. 

Marquette, Houghton and 
Ontonagon. 

Ontonagon and Brule Hirer.. 

Sioux City and St. Paul 



La Crosse and Milwaukee. . . 
Madison and Portage 



St Croix and Lake Superior, 
nowChicago, St. Paul, Min- 
neapolis & Omaha. 

Wisconsin Central 



St. Vincent Extension, 8t ) 
Paal, ami Pacific, now 8t 1 
Paul, Minneapolis andf 
Manitoba, J 

Branch Line, St Paul and \ 
Pacific, now St. P., M. &M. 5 

Western Railroad, formerly > 
Brainerd Branch of St > 
Paul and Pacific. > 

Southern Minnesota Ry. Rx- 
tension. 



Hastings and Dakota. 

St. Paul and Sioux City 
" " 4 Br 



ranch 



Wisconsin . 
Minnesota . 



Dakota . . 
Montana.. 

Idaho 

Oregon ... 
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muttruetion of railroads whioh have not been completed within the time required by law. 



Remarks. 



i 

I 

3 


Number of miles 
of road complet- 
ed before expi- 
ration of grant. 


Naraber of miles 
of road uncom- 
pleted at expi- 
ration of grant. 


Number of miles 
of road complet- 
ed after expira- 
tion of grant? 


Number of miles 
of road now un- 
completed. 


Number of acres 
certified or pat- 
ented. 


170 




170 
364 
874 

160.6 




170 
364 
874 

130.6 




Mi 

37* 

221.6 






67, 784. 06 








54 


30 


504,145.86 


167.85 


100 


67.35 


43.93 


23.42 


457, 215. 37 


105 


155 


iro 


70.97 


79.03 


290,183.28 


50 


. 








29,384.18 


807 


130 


181 


181 




1,275, 579. £2 


100 


04 


06 


06 




353, 212. 68 


284 


188. tO 


73.27 


73.27 




743, 000. 36 


80 




80 
46 


• 


.- 

46 




08 


52 


437, 41 L 30 


75 


56.25 


75 
23.01 


20 


55 

23.91 




83.16 


407,910.21 


61 


61 








40,040.11 


80 


80 
226 


39 
238.38 




226 






843, 497. 56 


*0 


247 


03 


• 


« 


642,149.47 


814 


140 


174 


174 




1, 258, 34a 99 


71.50 


64 


7.50 


2 


5.50 


436,462.81 


54.81 





54.21 


54.21 




121, 462. 81 


mm 

202.1 


74 


180.H, 
128.1 


130.H, 
128.1 




451, 845. 43 




312, 770. 27 


108.25 


100 








1,146, 88a 52 


25 


25 

7a 50 


179.58 

780 


m 50 
9 

179. 58 

780 


25 


78.50 






287 


228 
106.4 




743.493.44 


875.08 




780 






00 < 




00 
36.30 


90 
36.30 






I 
36.80) 






I 



St Cloud to St Vincent. 

Saint Anthony to WaUb. 
Watab to Brainerd. 



Road as constructed is somewhat 
shoiter than line of definite 
location. 
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Statement showing States and corporations to which grants hare been made to aid in the i 



State. 



Northern Pacific Railroad ( 
Company— Continued. \ 



California and Oregon Rail- 
road Company. 

Oregon and California Rail- 
road Company. 



Date of act. 



July 2,1864 
May 81, 1870 



July 25, 1866 







Mile limits. 


1 






n 


& 




« 


$ 




CO 


Ph 




13 


365 


40, 50, and 60 


16 


378 


40, 50, and 60 



14 



289 



14 1 239 



20 and 30... 
20 and 30... 



Atlantic and Pacific Railroad j July 27, 1866 14 I 292 20 and 80. . . 
Company. 1,1 



! I ' 

I j I 20 and 30. 

i i i 

i j 

j | I 40 and 50., 

40 and 50. 

i 20 and 30. 



Southern Pacific Railroad July 27, 1866 14 292 . 20 and 30. 
Company. 1 j 



New Orleans Pacific Railroad 
Company, successor to the 
New Orleans, Baton Rouge 
and Vickaburg Railroad 
Company. 



Grand total. 



Mar. 3,1871 j 16 



573 i 20 and 80. 



Name of road. 



Washington 



(branch). 



California 
Oregon .... 



Missouri... 
•Indian T'y. 

• u «< 

* Arkansas 
♦Texas 



(branch) . 



New Mexico . 

Arizona 

California ... 



California. 
Louisiana. 



* No grant in Indian Territory or Texas, tot 
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ekmciion of railroads which have not been completed within the time required by law — Cont'd. 



i 



mi =l5-a 
B f s | s|s| 



Isig 

Jo's 2 



61L10 
250.50 



KSbA.38 



106.1 



530.5 



160 



152 
197 






405 
250.50 



efff 

P oSS 



180 
112.50 



1,82a 88 



1,465.88 



a p 

a* . 
£•'22 
J* 8 



225 
136 



136 
163 



40 
144 



96 
19 



It 

m 

S * § 



2,896.78 



746, 390. 22 

1,362,438.61 
322,062.40 

936. 169. 51 



Remarks. 



155 

295 


36 


319 

295 

5 

200 

416 
383 
686 


50 


269 

295 

5 

200 

249 




5 








100 








416 
383 




167 
• 383 


23,037.36 


•86 






686 












1429 


125 


2,304 


600 


1,704 • 


959, 206. 87 


•66 

160 


232 


324 
260 


240 
260 


84 


1,040,430.03 
679, 287. 64 









16,129.91 


3, 050. 20 


7,098.83 


4, 099. 75 


3,011.46 


14, 929, 121. 46 



The q neat! on whether the Act 
of May 31, 1870. includes ft 
grant for 106^, mftVs of the 
road now constructed bet ween 
the Columbia River and Ta- 
couia is pending in this office. 

Official evidence of the comple- 
tion of but 45 miles of the 144 
miles completed after the ex- 

Si ration of the grant has been 
led. 



Seventy-five miles claimed by 
the company as const meted 
in Missouri was certified bj 
the Governor of the State a* 
having been bnilt under the 
act of June 10, 1852, making a 
grant to the State. 



Question as to whether there is 
a grant under the act of July 
27, 1866. forth* main line be- 
tween San Buenaventura and 
San Francisco. Cal., about 386 
miles, is pending in this office. 



Official evidence of the comple- 
tion of 240 miles, after the ex- 
piration of the grant, has not 
been filed. 



i required to be built as part of the system. 
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These grants were forfeited under the terms of the granting acts for fail- 
ure of grautees to complete their respective roads within the time re. 
quired by the acts making the grants. Most of them are of the character 
of those held by current interpretation to be present grants, couveying 
title by force of law and requiring a legislative resumption of the grants 
to divest such title out of the grantees. I do not class such grants as 
the Northern Pacific or the New Orleaus, Baton Rouge and Vicksburg 
as grants of that character, the acts in those cases, and in some others, 
prescribing that the land granted should be such within prescribed sec- 
tions and limits as might be free from prior appropriation, &c, and to 
which the United States should have full title, &c, " at the time the K«# 
of the road is definitely fixed? The line of the first-named of these two 
roads has not yet been definitely fixed as an entire line. At the date 
prescribed in the statute for the completion of the road (July 4, 1877) a 
purported definite location had been made of a part of the line only from 
near Duluth, Minnesota, to the Missouri river in Dakota, and from 
Kalama to Tacoma, Washington Territory. The second of these roads 
was not definitely located within the time limited by law for its com- 
pletion. 

It is not easy to perceive how legal rights can be acquired under ex- 
ecutory contracts after the period of their execution has expired, time 
being of the essence of the contract. But whatever the class or nature 
of any of the grants named in the foregoing table, or the extent or 
limitation of rights thereunder, the paramount right of the government 
to repossess itself of the lands, whether granted or contemplated to be 
granted, is unquestionable. The conditions have failed, and the grants 
are subject to resumption by the grantor. 

The matter of declaring these forfeitures and restoring the forfeited 
lands to the public domain is prominently before the country, and has 
awakened and excites keen public interest. The amount of unpatented 
lands embraced in all the grants subject to declaration of forfeiture is 
estimated at 100,000,000 acres, an area equal to that of the combined 
states of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and 
Virginia. The restoration to public settlement and entry of this great body 
of lands is a subject of the first magnitude and of profound national im- 
portance. The question presented is strictly one of legal right. The 
rights of the corporations have been upheld for twenty and thirty years. 
The government has not been in laches. The lands have been kept in 
reservation, material for building the roads has beeu freely supplied 
from the public domain, and extensions of time for construction have 
been allowed. The default of the companies has been voluntary. 
The rights of the public are now to be considered — the right of the peo- 
ple to repossess themselves of their own. The case is not one calling 
for sympathy to the corporations ; it is one calling for justice to the 
people of the country. In the management of their grants, as of their 
roads, railroad companies have shown little sympathy for the publie — 
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none for settlers and citizens whose presence and labor were building 
op traffic, and whose earnings were paying all the traffic would bear over 
roads constructed by public bounty. Holding their own claims through 
the indulgence of the government, delinquent corporations have^pursued 
settlers with the strong forces of corporate power, not only from local 
tribunals to the executive department, but from the executive depart- 
ment to the courts, to wrest from them the homes they had acquired 
within the boundaries of railroad grants. It is my information that a 
patent from the United States to a settler under an award by adjudica- 
tion of this department is not security to his rights against a railroad 
company, but that the policy of compelling settlers todefend their pateuts 
in the courts has been systematically adopted by some of the companies 
having the largest grants and being in laches to the government iurespect 
to their own obligations. Appeals have been made to me by holders of 
such patents asking for aid I had no means to give in defense of their 
titles, which they said they could not maintain at their own cost against 
vexatious, dilatory, and expensive proceedings, forced upon them to com- 
pel them to purchase from the companies the quiet of the titles which 
they had, after pro 1 1 acted struggle, obtained from the United States. 
Those who seek equity should do equity; those who demand charity 
should show some regard for the rights of others and of their donors. 

It is my opinion that the right and power vested in Congress of en- 
forcing the forfeitures that have been incurred should be exercised. A 
future or refusal to exercise the legislative jurisdiction may be con- 
strued as a continuance or renewal of the grants. 1 misunderstand the 
sentiment and mistake the temper of the people if a renewal of forfeited 
land grants in any form or manner is in consonance with their views of 
public policy or their demands for public justice. 

However improvident the original grants were, the government was 
bound to maintain its obligations so long as the companies kept theirs. 
Bat the failure of one party is the release of the other. An opportunity 
is now presented for the legal recovery of a public estate long held in 
abeyance. Having been forfeited, it should now be resumed. I respect, 
folly recommend that forfeitures' be declared in all cases in which the 
roads were not completed in the manner and within the time prescribed 
by law, and that the unpatented lands be restored to the public domain. 

Among minor features of the railroad land-grant system rendering 
legislative action necessary for the correction of abuses may be men- 
tioned the provision incorporated in the Pacific railroad act of 1864, at 
the instance of friends of the graut, as shown by the record of con- 
gressional proceedings, and afterward applied to other roads, requiring 
the cost of surveying and conveyancing to be paid before issue of 
patent*. This provision operates simply as a device to enable the com- 
panies to escape payment of state and county taxes, for until patent is- 
sues the legal title to the land remains in the government, aud govern- 
ment lands are not liable to local taxation. As before stated, the grants 
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are held to convey title against settlers and against the United States — 
a title so sacred that it has been sometimes declared that even the sov- 
ereign power could not •enforce its forfeiture— bat at the same time not 
a title that can be taxed for the support of schools or local govern- 
ment For all purposes except taxation the lands are railroad 
lands; when it comes to taxation they belong to the government. 
The latter proposition is undoubtedly true. The legal title is in 
the government until passed by patent in all cases where patents 
are required for conveyance of title; but when the right to receive 
patent has been acquired by compliance with the conditions of the 
grant and the completion of the roads in the time and manner re- 
quired by law, and on the line tor which the grant was made'or to 
which it attached by legal location, then issue of patent should not be 
left optional with the companies to enable them to hold the lands with- 
out expense while waiting for a rise in values, or while drawing interest 
on their contracts of sale. The non-taxability of railroad lands imposes 
hardships upon settlers on government lands by making them bear all 
municipal expenses, and thus retards local improvements and impedes 
the development of the country. 

A better method of collecting surveying costs chargeable to land- 
grant railroad companies is available than that of imposing upon com- 
munities for a generation the corporate possession of vast untaxable 
estates through the withholding of patents when patents are otherwise 
due. I recommend a modification of the law so as to provide, in lieu of 
withholding patents, for a certification by the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to the Secretary of the Treasury of the amount of such 
costs from time to time as they ac3rue, and directing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to charge such sums against the accounts of the compa- 
nies for public transportation. I also recommend the repeal of the aot 
of June 22, 1874, hereinbefore referred to. 

THB SWAMP-LAND GRANT. 

Under the acts of Congress granting to states swamp and overflowed 
lands " unfit for cultivation," to enable them " to construct the neces- 
sary levees and draius to reclaim the swamp and overflowed lauds," se- 
lections of lands claimed as swamp were made at an early date by the 
states originally receiving the grant, based npon alleged facts touching 
the swampy character of the lands claimed. By recently changed regu- 
lations the same states have been allowed to supplement these claims 
by selections upon the basis of the field-notes of survey, which has con- 
siderably augmented the volume of swamp-land claims and increased 
the demands for cash and scrip indemnity for lands sold by the United 
States after the date of the graut. 

The practice adopted by many of the states has been to appoint 
agents under contract to make selections and secure indemnity. I have 
been informed that in some cases ten and fifteen percent., and in other 
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\ forty and fifty per cent, of the amount that could be recovered 
from the United States has been allowed the contracting agents for their 
services. In some other cases the state sells its presumptive swamp 
lands at a low price before selection upon the statements of applying 
purchasers that the lands desired by them are swamp, and the pur- 
chaser thereby becomes the selecting agent of the state and prefers the 
claim of the state in his own behalf. 

It has for many years been alleged that swamp-land claims have 
been made for dry arable lands, and that the swamp grant has been 
materially enlarged in most or all of the states in this way. A recent 
complaint from responsible sources, which 1 have not yet been able to 
cause to be investigated, asserts^ that speculative purchasers of this 
class of lands in Oregon have made large selections of the most valu- 
able lands in that state. The tract-books of this office disclose in- 
stances in which swamp-land claims and desert entries appear side by 
side. It has not yet been ascertained which, if either, are legitimate. 

In California and Minnesota the character of lands is determined by 
current surveys. The integrity of reports of deputy surveyors in re- 
turning lands as swamp has not infrequently been questioned. It ap- 
pears, however, to have been sometimes held in the practice of this 
office and department in administering the laws relating to swamp 
lands in California that the correctness of the surveyor's returns could 
not be impeached even upon grouud of fraud, and that the Commis- 
sioner had no authority to inquire into their correctness. 

In an early decision made by me I held that these views were un- 
warranted as a matter of law aril disastrous as a matter of public policy. 
I found no authority for a construction of law that would dispossess the 
executive officers of the government of their responsibilities and obliga- 
tions, or invite false and fraudulent surveys by making future acts of 
deputy surveyors or of surveyors general a finality binding upon the ex- 
ecutive and compelling the President of the United States to issue pat- 
ents upon surveys, irrespective of their character. 

The swamp land act of 1850 makes no provision for the protection of 
hana fide settlers, who, before selection by the state, enter upon, im- 
prove, and'cclti vate tracts of land afterward claimed as swamp, but upon 
• determination (on testimony generally presented by interested parties) 
that the lands were swampy at date of grant the title is held to pass to 
the state, and is acquired by the purchaser from the state against the 
equitable rights of the actual occupant. 

The act of 18G0, extending the swampland grant to Oregon and Min- 
nesota, excepted from the grant to those states any lands which the 
United States should have reserved, sold, or disposed of under previous 
laws prior to the confirmation of title under the swamp grant to either 
of said states. This express statutory provision appears to have been 
overruled by a departmental decision rendered in 1880. (Crowley v. 
Oregon, 7 Copp, 28.) 
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Swampland claims to the amount of about 16,000,000 acres are now 
pending in this office, all of which should be thoroughly investigated, 
either by the field-uotes or special examination iu the field, before further 
patents are issued. 

EDUCATIONAL AND INTERNAL- IMPROVEMENT GRANTS. 

The adjustment of state school, uuiversity, and internal-improvement 
grants has been unnecessarily and unreasonably delayed. Selections 
from the state of California have been permitted to accumulate untila large 
amount of land has been covered up on the recordsof the local offices and 
in this office by illegal selections made by purchasers from the state, act- 
ing as state agents, andupon bases famished them by state officers, which 
are often found to be defective, duplicated, or previously satisfied. I 
am advised by proceedings and contests before this office that such se- 
lections have largely been made to secure valuable timber on the land 
or for other speculative purposes, to which the state is not a party. I 
found that the guards against unlawful appropriation through indemnity 
school and other state selections prescribed by original and standing in- 
structions bad been broken down in the practices of this office to the 
promotion of the illegalities adverted to. It also appeared that a prac- 
tice had grown up of permitting the selection of double-minimum lands 
on a single minimum basis. Finding this without authority of law or 
even departmental regulation, I instructed the local officers to refuse 
to allow further selections of such character, and have, with your ap- 
proval, instructed the officers in California not to receive future indem- 
nity selections until after examination aSd approval by this office. The 
selections already recorded are iu apparent excess of the amount te 
which that state is entitled. Two relief acts were passed by Congress 
in 1866 and 1877 to cure defects in title resulting from illegal selections, 
but the accounts under those acts have never been adjusted. Upward 
of 1,000 invalid selections made since 1877 were canceled upon the rec- 
ords during the latter half of the current year. It is my purpose to 
effect a proper adjustment of these grants at as early a period as the 
facilities at my command will permit. 

FRAUDULENT LAND ENTRIES. 

At the outset of my administration I was confronted with overwhelm- 
ing evidences that the public domain was being made the prey of un- 
scrupulous speculation and the worst forms of land monopoly through 
systematic frauds carried on and consummated under the public land 
laws. My predecessor had for three years called the attention of Con- 
gress to the extent and magnitude of fraudulent appropriations of pub- 
lic lands, and, as shown by his general and special reports, had found 
it necessary to suspend the issue of patents in several states and terri- 
tories, either wholly or in certain classes of entries and special districts of 
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country. It appears that at the approaching end of the last admin- 
istration these suspensions were removed by official order, and that a 
flood of snspected entries had been passed to patent and were passing 
to patent when I assumed the duties of this office. Applications for 
suits to set aside patents on gfound of fraud, where the patents had 
been issued as late as the 3d of March, 1885, had already been pre- 
sented. Reports of special agents, registers and receivers, and inspect- 
ors of surveyors-general and local land offices, communications from 
United States attorneys and other officials, and letters from public men 
and private citizens throughout the country, were laid before me, all de- 
tailing one common story of widespread, persistent public land rob- 
bery committed under guise of the various forms of public land entry. 

In many sections of the country, notably throughout regions domi- ' 
nated by cattle-raising interests — the vast area lying west of the ninety- 
ninth meridian — examinations, wherever made, /had developed at all 
points that entries were chiefly fictitious and fraudulent and made in 
bnlk through concerted methods adopted by organizations that had 
parceled out the country among themselves and were maintaining seized 
possessions of unentered lands by boundaries and inclosures defended 
by armed riders and protected against immigration and settlement by 
55 stems of espionage and intimidation. 

In other cases, as in farming regions approximate to the cattle belt, 
it was shown that individual speculation, following the progress of 
public surveys, was covering townships of agricultural land with entries 
made for the purpose of selling the claims to others, or by entries 
procured for the acquisition of lands in large bodies. 

Again, in timbered regions, the forests were being appropriated by 
domestic and foreign corporations through suborned entries made in 
fraud and evasion of law. Newly-discovered coal-fields were being 
seized and possessed in like manner. 

The questioif of my own duty, as the administrative officer immedi- 
ately charged under the law with seeing that the public lands were dis- 
posed of only according to law, was at once forced upon me. Should I 
continue to certify and request the issue of patents by the President in- 
discriminately upon entries which there was every reasonable ground 
to believe were fraudulent in greater part, or should I withhold such 
final action until examinations could be made and the false claims sep- 
arated from those that were valid f Should I disregard cumulative evi- 
dences of the universality of fraudulent appropriation of public lands 
and become an official instrumentality of their consummation, or should 
I say : " I mean to know what I am doing before I ask the President of 
tiie United States to sign any more land patents I 77 

It is true that I could not, and ought not, reject and cancel entries 
on general suspicion, but the notoriety of fraud as the rule of public 
hud claims, and the index of general facts officially established by nu- 
5819 L 4 
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merons investigations of particular cases of every class and in every 
locality, at least pat me upon earnest inquiry. 

As a measure, as it appeared to me, of indispensable precaution, I 
notified the several divisions of this office that final action should be 
suspended upon entries made in states and territories in which the 
greater degree of fraud had been developed, and where the larger dis- 
posable area of public lauds remained. 

The result of this action has been salutary, and has, when fully un- 
derstood, met with hearty approval from bona fide settlers. I have re- 
ceived many letters expressing gratitude that steps are being taken to 
arrest the disposal of lands for speculation and monopoly to the dis- 
advantage of those who desire to secure permanent homes. Settlers 
who go out on the frontier and endure the harships of pioneer life do so 
with the expectation that they will be joined by others ; that communi- 
ties will spring up, churches and schools be established, the value of 
their possessions enhanced, and the conveniences and advantages of 
civilized life attained ; but speculative appropriations of public lands 
destroy these hopes, and leave actual settlers isolated for years, or they 
are compelled to remove to other localities. From this, the bona fide, 
honest class, assurances of satisfaction have been voluntarily tendered 
for the action taken. 

This notification, or order, was not expected to be acceptable to those 
whose purpose it is falsely and fraudulently to acquire title to publio 
lands, nor to those whose profitable vocation was to promote the speedy 
obtainment of patents for compensation or fee. It was a public meas- 
ure in the public interest, and was intended to check, and not to facili- 
tate, conspiracies against the government. 

I htive caused lists of suspended entries to be placed in the hands of 
special agents for examination and report, and am convinced that it is 
not safe to issue patents on pre-emption, commuted homestead, and 
other entries in which fraud most largely prevails withtmt such exam- 
ination. 

1 append the following extracts from general reports of officers of 
this department, which give a condensed view of the situation of pub- 
lic-land entries when my duties commenced, and disclose the customary 
methods of fraudulent appropriation and indicate something of the ex- 
tent to which it is carried. 

[From A. R. Greene, inspector, November 3, 1884.] 

Generally speaking, I believe that fraudulent entries of the public lands include a 
large per cent, of the whole number, excepting possibly cash entries. 

The idea prevails to an almost universal extent that, because the government in its 
generosity has provided for the donation of the public domain to its citizens, a strict 
compliance with the conditions imposed is not essential. Men who would scorn to 
commit a dishonest act toward an individual, though he were a total stranger, eagerly 
listen to every scheme for evading the letter and spirit of the settlement laws, and 
in a majority of instances I believe avail themselves of them. 
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Onr land officers partake of this feeling in many instances, and if they do not cor- 
ruptly connive at fraudulent entries, modify their instructions and exceed their dis- 
eretionary powers in examinations of final proof. This is especially the case with 
entries under the timber-culture law. 

At the very best, this law was a doubtful experiment at the start. The greater 
portion of the lands upon which artificial groves could be grown without irrigation 
had passed from the government before it was enacted. I have never seen any in- 
stances of its success except in the eastern portion of Nebraska and southeastern 
Dakota. I do not say there are no other. 

The prime cauj-e of failure lies back of any fault of the entry man, although his 
remissness makes the failure more complete. Natural causes and neglect together 
have rendered success impossible. 

It is not a question of encouraging a climate and soil favorable to forest growth to 
greater productiveness, but one of compulsion against the embarrassments of an un- 
congenial soil and blighting winds. 

The experiment has approximated success about as nearly as an effort to make 
water flow up hill. I doubt if the trees standing on any timber-culture entry west 
«f the one hundredth meridian would retard a zephyr. 

The hopelessness of the attempt was apparent to every one who was familiar with 
the soil and climate of the region proposed to be reclaimed at the outset, but the 
opportunity for getting a quarter section of land for a trifle induces men to go through 
the merest form of compliance with the law and make up the rest by perjury.' I 
hesitate to make the statement that in a large proportion of cases no pretense of com- 
plying with the law has been made, but I believe such to be the case. I have tiaveled 
ever hundreds of miles of land in western Kansas, Nebraska, and central Dakota, 
■early one-fourth of which had been taken under the " timber-culture act," without 
seeing an artificial grove even in incipiencj , and can scarcely recall an instance in 
any one day's travel where the ground had been more than scratched with the plow 
ftr the purpose of planting trees. 

I have seen small patches of land (possibly five acres) where the prairie sod had 
been "listed" In furrows six or eight feet apart each way, and occasionally a sickly 
cotfcmwood sprout, two or three feet in height, of the thickness of a man's thumb, 
standing thereon. In other cases the laud had evidently been honestly plowed at 
some time, but through neglect had grown up again to grass, and the trees (?) were 
holding up their tiny cattle-browsed, fire-burnt branches in mute protest against the 
farcical absurdity of the " timber-culture act." 

As to the proportion of land entered under the timber-onlture act that is not im- 
proved as required by that act, I give it as my opinion that in Kansas, Nebraska, and 
Dakota the proportion is 90 per cent, to 10 per cent, of bona fide and possibly success- 
mi cultivation. 

The methods by which fraudulent timber culture entries are made consist, first, of 
a failure by careless entrymen to comply with the law. A large class of homesteaders 
take up adjoining quarter sections under* this act, and intend after the lands have 
passed to patent to appropriate the whole for a wheat-field or stock farm. They 
"don't want to be bothered with brush," and argue that the act was made to be evaded. 

They go to the officer before whom final proof is to be made, and their neighbors, 
who are similarly situated and entertain like opinions of the land laws, appear as their 
witnesses. Probably the tract required to be cultivated may have been plowed and 
planted with trees or cuttings. It may have been subsequently cultivated after a 
fashion and gaps in the rows replanted with trees. These facts are dwelt upon by the 
wi tne sse s , who expect a like favor of the en try man in their own behalf in the future. 
the officer sometimes volunteers a few questions to further convince himself that the 
ssw has been respected, and for want of any evidence to the contrary the proof is 
assented and the final certificate issues. 
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The above represents the better class of timber-culture entries that may justly be 
termed fraudulent. 

A more vicious system of fraudulent entries has been successfully practiced by and 
in the interest of cattle-men and stock corporations. If the law had been enacted 
solely for their benefit it could scarcely have been more successful. 

I have been told that en try men engaged in this character of frauds seldom make a 
pretense of plowing or planting trees, or complying in any particular with the law. 
My own observation confirms this statement, and I believe it to be true. This is largely 
the case in Colorado, Dakota, Montana, Nebraska, and New Mexico, where immense 
stock ranches have been established and all the valuable grass land and water has 
been secured. This system also obtains to no inconsiderable extent in* Kansas, I be- 
lieve. 

The method is simple, effective, and infamous. 

I have had occasion to inquire into its details somewhat in the examination of land 
offices in connection with charges of collusion on the part of the officers. 

A " cattle king " employs a number of men as herders ; "cowboys" is the popular 
designation for them. The herd is located on a favorable portion of the public lands, 
where grass, water, and shelter are convenient, and each herder is expected and re* 
quired to make a timber-culture entry of lands along the stream. These entries 
often very nearly if not quite occupy all the watered lands in a township and render 
the remainder undesirable for actual settlement for farming purposes. 

Thus an entire township, and frequently a number of townships together, are domi- 
natt d by an interest the most inimical possible to ordinary agricultural operations 
and a development of the country. If a bona fide settler has located in advance of the 
cattle-man he is either bought off or scared off. I found one case where the evidence 
showed conclusively that bona fide entrymen had been driven from the lands they 
desired to acquire by a party of men brought from a distant part of the state, who 
did not know the description of the lands they filed on until it was furnished by the 
man in whose interest the lands were being taken, and who furnished the money for 
the entry fees. 

A strong presumption of collusion of the land officers was raised in this case, the 
preponderance of evidence being that these fraudulent entrymen were given the 
preference over others who applied to make bona fide entries. 

It is unnecessary to multiply cases. The methods are similar— methods in which 
brute force is the larger factor and a defiance of law and decency the brazen boast. 
The results are identical. 

Our land officers are largely to blame for abuses of the land laws in general, and 
the homestead law is no exception. 

It seems to me there should be some way to distinguish between a fire guard of a 
few furrows plowed around a quarter section and a cornfield — some way to determine 
whether a description of a house " 14 by 16 " referred to inches or feet square ; whether 
the floor was bared or board, and whether the " shingle roof" meant more than two 
shingles, one on each side. 

This may sound ridiculous, and yet the statement has been made to me that these 
simple evasions have been very successfully employed in acquiring homestead entries 
in Dakota and elsewhere. 

I have found one land office where the rules were so lax that a house six by eight 
feet, built of unbattened boards, was accepted as a " comfortable residence" in lati- 
tude 46° north. 

A settler once importuned me to advise the land officers to allow him to make final 
proof before the expiration of the full time because "his family was anxious to go 
baok to Chicago, and would be liable to freeze to death in the shanty if they remained 
on the homestead". This man was a minister of the gospel and a highly respectable 
citizen, but his moral perceptibilities were fearfully blunted when he came to con- 
sider land laws. 

My observation has convinced me that entries of timber lands are made very largely 
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in the interest of mill men and lumber companies, their employees being used to per- 
petrate the frauds, very much as the herders of the cattle companies are in the case 
of timber-culture entries. 

I have seen a mill-owner appear at a land office in company with seven or eight of 
his employees aud assist them in making homestead filings, giving them the money 
for the fees. The most rigid examination and impressive administration of the oath 
foiled to betray them into any confession of collusion, however, and all that could be 
done was to put a special timber agent on the track of an investigation. This was 
doie, with what results I never learned. 

As regards the unlawful fencing of public lands, the evidence is of the most positive 
and convincing character. It is notorious that extensive in closures of this kind have 
been made in Nebraska in the vicinity of North Platte, and south of there at incon- 
siderable intervals all the way to and into the Indian Territory, including large 
areas of the states of Nebraska, Colorado, and Kansas. There are doubtless other 
similar unlawful inclosures, but I speak of those with which I am familiar. 

These inclosures occasionally included settlements, and the stock companies have 
in some instances bought the settlers' improvements and amicably induced them to 
leave. In other cases, bloody fends have been originated, of whioh there could be 
but one result, and that against law and justice. 

The effect of such domination upon immigration and settlements is the worst that 
can be imagined. 

The best lands, and practically all the waters, are controlled by men who have no 
interest in the development of the country, evade taxation, and in many cases owe no 
allegiance to our laws and government. They have abundant physical power always 
at hand to enforce their schemes of spoliation and set the local authorities aud people 
at defiance. 

8ett!ers avoid such localities as they would districts stricken with a plague, and 
the tide of immigration turns back to publish and magnify the evil. 

[From Special Agent Webster Eaton, Duluth, Minnesota, October 28, 1884.] 

The territory operated in by me is' the northern portion of the state of Minnesota, 
and is embraced in the Duluth and St. Cloud United States land districts. It is a 
timbered country, and but a very small portion of the land is adapted to agricultural 
purposes. Fully one -third of the surface of the land iu the territory referred to is 
osrered with swamps. A large portion of it is also covered with ledges of rocks. 
Abont one-tenth of the land is covered with pine forests. 

In reference to the Duluth land district I will make a few figures for the purpose of 
more thoroughly convincing you that my calculations and estimates are about cor- 
net. There are in this district 412 townships (some of them fractional). Of this 
number 305 have been surveyed and the plats returned to the local office, and 107 are 
yet nnsurveyed. Two hundred and seventeen of the surveyed townships have been 
offered at public sale and 88 are unofifered. 

There have been 2,361 homestead entries made in this district. Of these 887 have 
been what is known as soldiers' additional homesteads, and more than 1,000 others 
have been commuted to cash after a pretended residence of six months. Ouly 273 
have been proven up on as actual homesteads, and a very large proportion of this 
last number have been by old soldiers, who were compelled to have a residence on 
the land but a short time. Up to this date there have also been 3,280 declaratory 
statements filed, upon about two- thirds of which final proof has been made. Thus 
it will be seen that there have been over 4,3&0 final entries of this kind made, to say 
nothing about the cash entries and entries at public sale ; and I know that there are 
fast than 100 actual settlers living upon any of these lands in this land district who 
■afce a living by farming, or who are trying to make a living in that way, and 
although I have made diligent inquiry during my stay of over one year in this place 
I have yet to find one person who is making a farm or trying to make a farm upori 
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a pre-emption claim. Therefore I think I am folly warranted in saying that leas than 
one-thirtieth of the claims taken in the Do.lo.th United States land district are taken 
for actual settlement. 

The favorite method of obtaining title to the pine and mineral lands of this section 
has been to hire men for a stipulated amount to pre-empt or homestead the most val- 
uable tracts, the same to be conveyed immediately by warranty deed upon making 
final proof. The county records of the different counties in the district will bear me 
witness that this must have been the case, even though we had no other testimony. 
Nineteen-twentieths of this land has been taken for the pine timber that is upon it, 
and most of the remainder for iron and other minerals. 

Less than one-tenth of the land entered in this way is now in the hands of theorigw 
inal claimants, and most of it is considered worth less than ten cents an acre for ag- 
ricultural purposes, and after the timber is taken off the land is looked upon as worth- 
less, and men are not plenty who will pay the taxes upon this land for it. Nearly all 
of the land taken in this manner has been taken for extensive lumber firms in differ- 
ent parts of the state. 

[From Thomas W. Jaycox, special agent, Aberdeen, D. T., October 25, 1884.] 

In my opinion, not more than 30 per cent, of the land in this district entered under 
the provisions of the pre-emption and homestead laws is occupied by actual settlers. 
The practice largely prevails of immediately abandoning the land when cash entry 
is made for the same. Fully 75 per cent, of the entries made under the provisions of 
the pre-emption laws are made for speculative purposes, and not for a home and for 
cultivation. The claimants mortgage their claims for as large a loan as they can pro- 
cure upon the laud, then make a homestead filing, move in town, return to the East, 
where they came from when they entered the land, or offer the same for sale, when it 
is purchased by non-resident speculators. The result in either case is the same — the 
land is left unoccupied. 

I am of the opinion that 90 per cent, of the entries that are made under the provis- 
ions of the timber-culture act are made purely and simply for speculation. The en- 
tryman when he makes the entry intends to relinquish the land at the end of three 
years at the farthest, when the relinquishment will be worth from $200 to $500. I 
am of the opinion that very few timber-culture entries will be proved up under the 
provisions of the timber-culture act. They will be turned into pre-emptions or home- 
steads, and pass out of the hands of the speculators as Boon as it becomes troublesome 
to comply with the law. 

[From Special Agent William Y. Drew, Wichita, Kansas, November 26, 1884.] 

My work has been performed almost entirely upon the Osage and Kansas trust and 
diminished-reserve lands, which lands are only subject to entry by pre-emption; 
therefore my experience and observation in regard to the obtaining of the publio 
lands by homestead or timber-culture entry has been very limited. 

There are two kinds of fraudulent entries of publio lands that have come under my 
observation, the " intentional " and " unintentional/' The " unintentional " are those 
where, through the willful or mistaken interpretation of the laws relative to what is 
required in settling on and proving up on the public lands given by notaries or real 
estate agents to the persons intending to avail themselves of the pre-emption law, 
the en try man does not comply with the law in residing on or making a home on the 
land. In some cases they have been led to believe that, by putting up a sod inclosure 
three or four feet high and throwing some loose boards over it for a roof, two or three 
days before going to make their proofs, and having from 2 to 10 acres plowed, all they 
would have to do would be to claim it as their home, even if they never ate or slept 
on it, and it would be a substantial fulfilling of the law's requirements. Others have 
the idea that by going on the land about once every month, sometimes eating and 
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•toping upon it at those times and sometimes not, that they have fully complied 
with the law. They will have probably a small shanty or sod house that would 
hardly shelter a pig, and a few acres of breaking. 

These parties very often bnild and make other improvements on the land and oc- 
cupy it after proving np. Others dispose of the land very soon after proving op, 
though probably they had no intention of doing so at the time of making their proof. 
There are a good many oases of this kind, and I have had my attention called to sev- 
eral and have reported on them. The " intentional" frauds are where parties have 
employed others to prove np on public lands, furnishing the money to make the pay- 
ments and paying the entry man a small amount for his services. 

In some cases stock raisers have had their employees prove up on lands on which 
their stock was ranging, and as fast as one batch would get through another batch 
would be employed, and in that way quite a large amount of the public land would 
be gobbled np. In some cases that have come under my observation the parties who 
it is claimed proved upon the land were never known or heard of in the vicinity, but 
the improvements made on the land have been done by parties who afterward ob- 
tained the land, and presumably hired the en try man just at the time proof was to be 
made to make the required affidavits. In other cases I believe that the entry man was 
a myth, and that the proof papers and deeds of the land were made out in the notary's 
office, fictitious names attached for both principal and witnesses, and acknowledg- 
ments taken by the notary as though the parties had actually been present. 

There are other oases where parties made a business of proving up lands under 
different names, apparently for the purpose of obtaining from $50 to $100 by mortgage 
more than the land cost them. 

8ome parties have fenced in large bodies of the public lands through which a wa- 
ter-course is flowing, and by themselves and their employes have proved np the land 
adjoining the water-course. They olaim not to interfere with settlers going into the 
inclosures, but as their cattle are running at large inside the settler oannot raise a 
crop without he goes to the trouble and expense of fencing in the tract he claims, 
and then there is always more or less trouble in other ways between the settlers and 
herders in regard to keeping jgates closed and getting settlers' cattle mixed with. the 
cattle belonging to the stockmen. It is reported that two men (father and son) were 
killed in Barber county by herders on account of leaving the gates open while going 
to land they were claiming inside the inclosure. 

[From Register and Receiver, Garden City, Kansas, November 20, 1884.] 

We believe that in the territory situated between the Arkansas river and the south- 
ern Kansas line there are many fraudulent or evasive entries of pnblio lands, and 
through the medium of such entries title to government lands passes into the hands 
of large cattle and land companies. 

The plan usually practiced, we believe, is for ranchmen to employ men at lib- 
eral wages for a period, with the understanding that the employed shall make in his 
own name a filing upon land selected by the ranchman and in due time prove np on 
it, the ranchman to furnish the necessary funds to an attorney, who draws np the 
final proof papers and pays the money to the receiver of the local land office. An- 
other plan we believe to be less frequently followed is for a ranchman or other party 
♦bo desires to increase the bounds of his real estate possessions to pay a bonus of 
•bout $50 to parties for making filing and the necessary affidavits iu final proof, the 
$50 payable upon transfer and assignment of final receiver's receipt to said ranch- 
man or other party. 

Hie sparseneas of the settlements in the territory named and the olose union of in- 
tsrests among the property holders offers many advantages for the illegal entry of 
forernment lands. Nor can the local officers detect the frauds, except by accident, 
aad then by only a hearsay medium. The papers offered are in proper form, and the 
tmtimony in final proofs ample, sufficient, and apparently honest and truthful. In 
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feet, these "suspect" entries and final proofs are cleaner, straighter, and more perfee* 
as a rule than others. 

[From Register and Receiver, McCook, Nebraska, November 26, 1684.] 

All or nearly all the lands bordering on streams have been taken nnder the borne 
stead, pre-emption and timber-cult are laws. Prooft are made, and we hear it re- 
ported that deeds are executed soon after to other parties, bat to whom we have no 
means of knowing at this office — presumably to cattle companies. 

[From Register and Receiver, Miles City, Montana, October 13, 1884.] 

The lands in this land district are more in demand for cattle ranges than for any 
other purpose. Nearly all the lands up the streams putting into the Yellowstone 
river after one gets forty miles from the mouth of such streams as the Rosebud, 
Tongue, and Powder rivers, and CFallon, Cherry, Clear, and Cabin creeks, <fcc, have 
been taken up as ranges for some years. The owners of cattle have exercised almost 
absolute control of water frontage and the country adjacent thereto for the distance 
of about twenty miles for each band of cattle without payment of one cent tribute 
to the United States for the use of the land or for taxes. The Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company have also wholly avoided payment of taxes on the odd-numbered sec 
tions within the granted limits of the railroad, whether surveyed or not, even after 
the date of selections, as the company would not pay the costs of surveying and con- 
veying the land. Owing to this state of things settlers feared to get title to United 
States lands, as the taxes would become excessive. They would therefore go beyond 
the railroad limits and *' squat "upon nnsurveyed land with water front and upon 
desirable hay land, upon some one's claimed " range.* 9 

Many of these " squatters " are speculators, who have to be bought off, and who 
then "squat" upon desirable claims upon another cattleman's range and are again 
bought off. Cattlemen became alarmed, and many of them fenced their ranges from 
the streams to the hills, ostensibly to prevent their cattle from drifting off their range, 
but in reality for the purpose of keeping squatters out as well as small cattlemen* 
Since the 1st of January last many of the cattlemen have endeavored to legalize these 
unlawful inclosures by making desert-land entries of the bottom lands embraced by 
such inclosures. From what we have lately learned, we are of the opinion that the 
different members of the cattle companies, and frequently the herders or cowboys, 
make these declarations under the desert-land laws, and it is reasonable to suppose 
that the lands embraced by all of the entries of an "outfit" are controlled by the 
cattlemen or by the manager. 

The parties who make the declarations and affidavits seldom appear at this office, 
but appear before the deputy clerk of the district oourt in this town and make their 
affidavits before him* We seldom have the opportunity of questioning the par ti as as 
to the character of the land, or to learn from them in what manner the company ob- 
tains control of the land, and have to rely entirely upon the papers and small maps 
furnished or presented. 

[From J. L. Prichard, special agent, Gunnison, Colorado, November 29, 1884. ] 

The principal frauds are perpetrated on what I have designated as the hay or grating 
lands, and are in proportion to bona fide entries as perhaps one to ten. A large por- 
tion of them are made by collusion between the cattlemen and their employes. The 
method is well understood by the department, and I may say in this connection that 
these are the most difficult cases a special agent has to deal with. In the first place, 
all the parties are interested in concealing the fraud, and secondly, the poorer set* 
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tiara will not make an affidavit or give testimony in any oase, for fear .of incurring 
the displeasure of their wealthy neighbors. 

The unlawful fencing of the public lands has been largely carried on in this dis- 
trict, principally in the South Park and along the mountain streams. In a former 
report on this subject I estimated that not less than 300,000 acres were fenced iu the 
South Park alone, and I now think that figure falls short of the fact. The effect of 
this is to retard or entirely keep back emigation. A stranger hunting for a home 
would hardly have the courage to enter an inclosure, knowing that by so doing he 
at once makes an enemy of men whom he supposes, from the number of acres inclosed, 
to be rich and powerful. 

[From A. F. Ely, special agent, Pueblo, Colorado, October 25, 1884.] 

In western or southwestern Kansas, in the territory embraced in the Lamed and 
Garden City land districts, a large number of fraudulent entries have been made in 
the interest of parties seeking to control large bodies of land for stock ranges. The 
methods used were to hire a number of young men ostensibly to assist in taking care 
of stock, but really to pre-empt a tract of land for the party or parties desiring to 
obtain stock ranges, the agreement usually being that the employe", in addition to his 
other duties, should file on some tract of land, to be designated by his employer, 
claim that as Jiis home for six months, and then make final proof and convey 
the land to his employer, the employer to pay all the expenses incident to the same. 
Since the institution of investigations of this class of entries the fraudulent entry- 
Ban, instead of conveying the land by deeds, in many cases gives his employer a 
mortgage on the land. Eight-tenths of the fraudulent entries are pre-emptions. 

The largest proportion of fraudulent entries is on the Osage lands In Kansas. Up 
to December, 1883, 1 think three-fourths of all the entries made on these lands west 
of range 16 W. were fraudulent, and were made in the interest of stockmen. Not one- 
twentieth of the lands entered on the Osage strip were occupied by actual settlers up 
to December, 1883. Outside of this tract about one-tenth of the land entered by pre- 
emptors in the land districts before named is actually occupied by settlers. About 
one-half of the land homesteaded in the same territory is occupied by actual settlers. 

As to the land entered in the Pueblo land district of Colorado, I have not sufficient 
knowledge or information to enable me to give any correct information. I can state 
that in the survey of the Arkansas Land and Cattle Company's inclosure we found 
bo inhabitants inside of it except one or two near Granada and three or four near 
Holly 8tation, and this inclosure contains over 600,000 acres of land, and, as I am 
informed, all of the water privileges in it have been pre-empted. 

As to the proportion of land entered under the timber-culture act that is not im- 
proved as required by the act, about one-firth of the lands entered under this act are 
properly cultivated. I think that many entries are made with the full knowledge of 
the entryman that timber cannot be grown. They simply desire to hold the land and 
see it as long as possible. In some oases timber-on Iture entries are made in the in- 
terest of land agents, who simply attempt to hold the land until they can sell the re- 
linquishment to it. 

In respect to unlawful fences, there are several large inclosures in southwestern 
Kansas. Nearly all of the Osage strip west of range 16 W. is fenced. These fences 
in several cases extend into the Indian Territory, and are built so as to include as 
■uch water as possible. North of this strip there are no large inclosures south of 
ths Kansas Pacific Railroad. 

In Colorado I think that three-fourths of the prairie land or grazing land in the 
Pueblo land district is fenced. These fences inclose all the valuable water privileges 
ti the district. 

Commencing at a point on the east line of the state of Colorado, in township 30 8. 
of B. 42 W t and extending north as far as Range 17 8, is an inclosure that has an area 
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of about 600,000 acres. West of this is another, and west of that still another, and 
so on to range 62 W. These inclosures keep oat actual settlers — in fact, make settle- 
ment wholly impracticable— aa all the water privileges inside of them are covered 
by entries generally made by hired men in the interest of the range owner. Settlers 
are also averse to going inside of an inclosure. They are afraid of incurring the 
enmity of the stockmen. 

[From Register and Receiver, Pueblo, Colorado, November 15, 1864.] 

Southeastern Colorado is essentially a grazing country. The supply of water is too 
scarce for general agricultural purposes, and hence our vast plains are devoted to 
stock-raising, and most of the desirable streams and water-holes have been and are 
being constantly appropriated by the stock -raisers in order to control ranges for their 
eattle. 

It has been estimated that in Bent county, which is peculiarly adapted to the rais- 
ing of stock, probably four- fifths of the land is illegally fenced, and the most desira- 
ble spots within the various large inolosures have been entered either fraudulently or 
in evasion of the law. 

With the exception of a few residents on the Arkansas river there is very little in- 
habitancy between Trinidad and the Kansas state line, a tract of country which 
abounds in iarge inclosures. Practically the southeastern corner of the state Is 
fenced. 

The effect of illegal fencing is detrimental to the best interests of the state. The 
bona fide settlers naturally avoid conflict with the large and powerful corporations 
who are already in forced possession of the choicest of the public land, and they do 
not dare to invite the hostility of these companies by going within their inclosures in 
order to make settlement. 

Consequently thousands of settlers are practically prevented from obtaining homes. 
The effect of such policy is necessarily to shut off immigration and to delay and 
hamper the development of the resources of the country. 

It is true that forcible means are not used, except in rare cases ; but practically 
their opposition to the bona fide settlers amounts to the same thing, since few are 
courageous enough to dispute their possession, howsoever unjust or illegal it may be. 

In regard to the fraudulent entry of land, the reports of the special agents in Col- 
orado show that such entries have been very numerous. The usual method is for the 
interested party or parties to hire men to make filings and pay them monthly wages 
and expenses to keep up the color of actual residence, and then, when final proof is 
made, to receive a deed for the property, or, rather, this practice is reported to bo 
prevalent among the cattle companies, who use their herders and other employes to 
obtain title in the manner described. Of course when title is acquired it is done 
chiefly on the basis of false testimony. Entirely fictitious entries are by no means 
rare, and many cases are reported where the alleged claimants were proven never to 
have lived in the neighborhood of the entered land ; but in the absence of such proof 
it is difficult to trace such cases, for invariably it is alleged by the parties in interest 
that the original entrymen had left the country after making final proof. 

The most popular method practised in our district, particularly in Las Animas 
county, where Mexicans are numerous, is for a pre-emption filing to be made in the 
name of a Mexican, alleging settlement more than five years back. After a brief 
period an application is made to advertise the notice of proof and of the claimant's 
intention to transmute his filing to a homestead entry on the same day under the acts 
of March 3, 1877, and May 27, 1878. Thus a man can file a pre-deolaratory statement 
in this manner and in six weeks (the time necessary for publication) can make * final 
homestead proof. Of course there are many bona fide cases of this description, but 
unquestionably there is a still greater number that are fraudulent. 

We think that this pernicious practice is owing in a great measure to the fact thai 
under the act of March 3, 1877, proofs can be taken in each of the various counties N 
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before the judges of the oourto and their clerks, who in nine cases out of ten hare 
no interest whatever in the matter beyond obtaining their fees, and who make no in- 
quiries whatever into the bona fidea of the case. The alleged claimant goes before 
these officers, together with his witnesses, with the testimony and affidavits, oftentimes 
prepared, and nothing remains to be done except to swear them and forward already the 
proof to the local office. Usually these proofs are scrupulously correct, and the local 
office is obliged to place them on record. 

[From Register and Receiver, Tucson, Arizona, October 18, 1884.] 

The water-supply is the key to the control of the grazing lands, and that supply 
being very limited in most grazing regions it is controlled by a homestead, pre-emp- 
tion, timber-culture, or desert-entry, and sometimes by a mill-site location. In some 
instances, where the water-supply is more general and the needs of the stockmen 
greater, it is controlled by locations under several or all of these laws. 

Cattle owners of limited means cannot prosper as a rule in the vicinity of large 
owners of unlimited means, and they either do not locate near a large owner, even if 
there is water which they might legally appropriate, or if already located they are 
crowded out and induced by encroachment to sell their claims and stock to the large 
owner. Thus it happens that individuals and associations retain or acquire posses- 
sion and control of large tracts. One of the methods whereby large cattle owners ac- 
quire title to land enough to control all the water in a large district is the placing 
of their employes here and there at the different waters and acquiring title through 
them. 

[From W. H. Goucher, Special Agent, San Francisco, California, November 17, 1884.] 

I would estimate that but 5 per cent of the entries made under the timber-culture 
and desert-land laws are in good faith and with the intent of accomplishing the pur- 
poses contemplated in those acts. Ninety per cent of all the entries under tbese laws 
made in this districts were filed within the past two years. As the requirements of 
the laws during such period are preliminary to the object intended, especially as to 
the timber-culture act, no estimate can be made as to the proportion of such entries 
as are really improved by planting and cultivating trees. My estimate of 5 per cent 
k based on the number of entries that are relinquished and the general tone of the 
settlers from conversations, &c. 

As a rule, it is safe to assume that the entries made under the desert-land law In 
the Los Angeles district are for the purposes of speculation, for the reason, as I have 
before stated, that owing to prior appropriation of the water it would be almost 
impossible to procure the necessary water to reclaim such lands, even if the entry- 
man was honest in his intentions. During the year 1877, shortly after the passage of 
this act, a large number of desert entries were made in this district of which not 2 
per cent, have been reclaimed, as contemplated in the act. 

[From Geo. D. Orner, Special Agent, Eureka, California, November 17, 1884.] 

My experience in the San Francisco district has been principally in connection with 
timber-land entries. I find that the most general mode of obtaining this character of 
land is through an agent. For instance, the agent selects a large tract of timber land 
that has just come into market. He canvasses his friends, urging them to locate the 
e, assuring them that the investment is A 1 j that they have a right to sell the 
> as soon as they obtain their certificate, &c. In this way large tracts are ab- 
sorbed. In a large number of cases the individuals locating these claims have never 
•sen them; yet the land is of the character contemplated by the act of June 3, 1878. 
The principal idea seems to be to get hold of 160 acres of timber land and hold it for 
a good price. 

Suspicion is often aroused by a number of entries being made the same day in 
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certain locality by entrymen whose conduct and appearance would suggest that they 
were usiog some capitalist's money and had for a consideration contracted to transfer 
the land to said capitalist as soon as practicable. Investigation most always de* 
relops the fact that they insist that the money was their own, or that, " knowing 
they could And a good market for the land, they borrowed the money to buy the 
same.". Whether this "story" is satisfactory to the agent or not, in nine cases out of 
ten he finds it impossible to establish fraud between the entryman and a third party* 
When an entryman insists that his entry is a valid one, &c, it is the height of folly 
to attempt to cancel the same for fraud with no evidence to support your " suspicions. n 
We find it a very easy matter to attack an entry and easy enough to succeed where 
the entryman, knowing his guilt, fears we will establish it, and makes default. 

Another class of settlers are those who pretend to " homestead " 160 acres of tim- 
ber land. They will "squat" in a ravine or cation and build them a shake shanty, 
not worth over $25, grub over an acre or two of the land, and plant it with grape 
settings. They will occupy the shanty probably one-fourth' of the time. At the ex- 
piration of six months they will appear at the local land office and make application 
to commute. This being permitted after a proper showing, they obtain a quarter 
section of timber land for one-half what they should have paid for it. Of course they 
never return to their claim. As soon as a purchaser can be found at $4 or $5 an acre 
the "homestead" passes into the hands of strangers. 

Under the liberal ruling of the department toward " homesteaders" these cases are 
very difficult to handle. These people seem to have no difficulty in finding necessary 
witnesses to prove " continuous residence," &c. 

This same practice is in vogue in all the other districts of the state where large 
timber belts are located. 

In the Humboldt land district the methods adopted to secure large tracts of tim- 
ber land are somewhat different, as has been shown by Agent W. T. Smith, W. H. 
Goucher, and myself in our several reports on fraudulent entries in this district. 
Here we obtained the affidavits of over twenty-five entrymen who swore they were 
paid $50 each for making these entries, and that the money was furnished by Evans, 
Beach & Co., to whom they subsequently deeded the land. A very large number of 
entries in this district are now suspended, awaiting investigation under the same 
charge. Here we find also a great many pre-emption and homestead entries which 
are fraudulent. For instance, stockmen will have their herders and others pre-empt 
or homestead a quarter section adjoining their range, agreeing to purchase the same 
from them as soon as final proof is made. This class of entries we find very little 
trouble with, as the entryman, having realized on his venture, generally fails to 
appear, or we are able to establish the fraud by other witnesses. 

[From Register and Receiver, Oxford, Idaho, November 12, 1884.1 

The extent to which lands have been fenced in this district could only be learned 
by a personal examination, under authority of the department, by a qualified agent. 
In the opinion of the undersigned, such an examination would probably show that 
considerable tracts of grazing lands in this district have been fenced or otherwise 
controlled by stockmen to the exclusion of actual settlers from such lands. It is be- 
lieved that, through the instrumentality of the desert-land act and the pre-emption 
and timber-culture laws, a large area of lands in this district passes into the hands of 
large possessors for grazing and farming purposes, and that non-residents have been 
enabled under the desert-land and timber-culture laws to take lands for speculative 
purposes. Very few of all the claimants under the timber-culture law have attempted 
a faithful compliance with that law beyond plowing a few acres, and some doubtless 
have not broken any land. While testimony seems to be easily procured in many 
oases to cover the laches of claimants under the three classes of entries above referred 
to, it can hardly be expected that Government will be able to devise measures to 
guard effectually against abuses save by repeal of the laws in question. 
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[From Receiver, Boise* City, Idaho, Ootober 14, 1884.] 

I believe it would be for the best interests of settlers if the desert act were repealed. 
Large bodies of land are under this act segregated from the public domain for a term 
of years by stockmen aud speculators, who can afford to pay the twenty-five cents an 
•ere for the use of the land for three years and the hope of selling out to actual set- 
tlers. So far as this district is concerned, the desert act has been a drawback rather 
than a help or advantage. I would advise that it be repeated atthe earliest moment. 

The Idaho and Oregon Land Improvement Company have acquired title aud control 
of larg«« bodies of land in several localities in this district and the Hailey district foi 
speculative and town-site purposes contrary to law, as I understand it. I refer to the 
Hailey district only, for the reason that it was formerly part of this district. I do 
not wish to be considered in any way interfering with a district over which I have 
no control. This company, through its paid agents, have made desert and other entries 
on a large amount of land, and have acquired title to several hundred acres of land 
fraudulently, as I understand the law ; but patent issued to them in opposition to the 
protests of this office, so I must conclude I do not understand the provisions of the 
desert act as it is understood in the General Land Office. 

[From Register and Receiver, The Dalles, Oregon, November 6, 1884.] 

It is undoubtedly true that in the grazing district, where the water-supply is scant, 
that stock owners have located the most available watering-places, either as soldiers' 
additional homesteads or under the pre-emption, homestead or timber- culture acts. 
The wool-growing interest is quite large in the territory embraced in this land dis- 
trict, and we have at times suspected that lands were being acquired by herders for 
the benefit of their employes. Such parties have been subjected to thorough exami- 
nation, and in some instances proofs rejected; but as a general rule it is difficult to 
obtain positive evidence to warrant such action. 

This class of applicants are disposed to rely upon the unfortunate ruling of Secre- 
tary Schnrz, "that the use of land for stock-raising in grazing districts is a satis- 
"iactory compliance with law" in homestead proofs, and upon the recent very 
liberal rulings of the department in respect to residence to obtain title without cul- 
tivation and a minimum amount of actual residence. 

It is onr opinion that a less liberal construction of the requirements of residence 
and cultivation under the pre-emption and homestead laws by the department would 
as a rule be productive of the most salutary effects, and in a measure close the door 
to fraudulent entries. 

We beg leave to invite your attention to the fact that the commons are being over- 
, pastured to such an extent as to destroy the native grasses, which renders it difficult 
lor the new settler to support his team and his other stock during the first year of 
the occupancy of his claim. 

[From Special Agent S. P. C. Stubbs, Vancouver, Washington Territory, November 

17, 1884.] 

In the district operated in by me by far the most extensive collusive and fraudu- 
lent entries are made under the timber act of June 3, 1878. Particularly in the Van- 
couver land district, I should say three-fourths of the fraudulent entries under the 
fowgoing act are promoted by unscrupulous parties of wealth, in order that they may 
obtain title to large tracts of the valuable timber lands of Washington Territory. 
Methods made use of by such parties to secure title under this act (June 3, 1878) are 
to offer a money consideration to irresponsible persons who have no fixed place of 
afcode, such as loggers, mill hands, aud sailors, to locate 160 acres of the choicest tim- 
ber land they can pick out, regardless of soil, suitability for agricultural purposes, or 
otherwise, in their own name, with the understanding or written agreement, as the 
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ease may be, that as soon as the necessary proof is or eanbe perfected before the local 
land office the entry man will give warranty deed to said first party to the land. The 
price paid snch entryman varies from $50 to $135. Witnesses are nsnally found to 
swear to the proof of said entry for $25. In one instance the records of the local land 
office show that one party acted as witness in as many as thirteen final proofs for 
timber-land entries inside of seven days and it is more than likely that he never saw 
any of the land, bnt at this time have not positive proof that this is the case. 

I am well satisfied that three- fourths of all timber entries in Cowlitz, Pacific, and 
Skamania counties are of fraudulent character. I should think one-half of the best 
timber lands in Cowlitz county susceptible of being entered under the various acts 
for settlement on the public domain are held under these fraudulent entries. 

The next most extensive frauds in procuring title to public lands in my district is 
carried on under the pre-emption law. The same class of entryman are made use of 
under this act as with timber entry. Men are hired to make the entry and others are 
hired to be on hand and furnish the proof of alleged settlement, cultivation, <fcc, the 
party who induced them to make said entry furnishing all the money for fees of enter- 
ing, proving up, and purchasing the land. In nearly all cases of this character I have 
examined I found little or no improvements had ever been attempted. In some cases 
no settlement had even been made, not even a brush or tree had been disturbed — the 
forest lay as unbroken as it had for the past century, although proof had been sworn 
to of alleged settlement and cultivation of soil. In my district in eastern Washing- 
ton Territory considerable quantities of the public lands are entered under timber- 
culture and desert-land acts. So far I have had but little complaint from such entries, 
but have little faith that the timber- culture act will be of much benefit to the tree- 
less plains of eastern Washington Territory on account of dry summer and long, cold 
winters. 

In conclusion, I would say that my experience for the past year in investigating 
fraudulent entries has led me to the conclusion that the timber act of June3,lH78, should 
be repealed, as it has been found from the first to be a source of unlimited swin- 
dling, which has in a great measure enabled wealthy corporations and land sharks 
to procure title to large bodies of valuable timber lands in this territory to the 
great detriment and injury of the honest, well-meaning immigrants and settlers 
of this territory. My observation is that a greater part of the proofii in fraudu- 
lent cases are made before irresponsible territorial officers, and not at the local land 
offices. 

[From Special Agent T. H. Cavenaugh, Olympia, Washington Territory, November 

8, 1884.] 

The character of the couutry lying west of the Cascade Range of mountains and 
north of the Columbia river in Washington Territory is that of a vast and almost 
impenetrable forest of fir, cedar, spruce, and hemlock upon the mountains, hills, and 
ridges, with maple, alder, balm, cottonwood, and vine maple in the valleys border- 
ing upon the many streams which empty their waters into the ocean and Sound. 

The frauds attempted in this district are prompted solely by a desire to secure the 
valuable timber lauds for the purpose of lumbering. The land is very valuable for 
the timber. Outside of the narrow valleys bordering the streams it has no value for 
the purposes of agriculture. 

The manner in which lands were sought to be illegally obtained and are obtained 
is to have persons who are qualified make such entries with intent to violate and 
evade the laws. There are timber-land entries under the provisions of the act of 
June 3, 1878, and pre-emption and homestead entries, payment for timber land appli* 
cations being made within the ninety days prescribed by the regulations of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, and for the commutation of homestead and pre-emption entries im- 
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• 
Mediately opon the expiration of six months from the date of entry and filing of 
declaratory statement. 

The character of a very large percentage of the entries, fraudulent in appearance, 
is collusive ; but the making and perfecting of such entries is so managed that it is 
almost impossible to secure full and complete evidence thereof. 

It is my opinion that fully 50 per cent, of the entries in this district are collusive, 
and therefore fraudulent, at the time of their inception. 

That portion of this district lying north of township 17 to and including township 
26 n»rth and lying east of range 4 east is conceded to a district of coal land, in which 
it is sought to secure lands believed to be coal lands by both corporations, associa- 
tion of individuals, and persons, under the act of June 3, 1878, and the homestead 
and pre-emption laws. Fully 50 per cent, of the aforesaid class of entries in said 
district were and are made for the purpose and with the intention of securing in that 
manner coal lands. 

It is almost a certainty that more than one-half of the entries under the act of 
June 3, 1878 are either collusive, evasive, or fraudulent, yet it is almost impossible 
for an agent to secure evidence conclusive of the fact. The claimant or applicant to 
purchase timber lands under this law makes an affidavit (form 4-537) at the time of 
his application to purchase the land desired by him, and therein described. Under 
the law and rale of Department his pr >of is made any time after the expiration of 
sixty days from date of notice and before the expiration of ninety days. Upon any 
day in the interim between sixty and ninety days his witnesses appear before some 
officer somewhere and submit testimony as provided in form 4-371. The case is now 
ready for action of the local officers, consisting of the affidavit of the claimant and 
testimony of two witnesses. The affidavit of the claimant, when made, may be true 
in each and every allegation; yet when the proof is submitted and acted upon by 
the local officers it may be untrne in every material fact. Since making the affidavit, 
which is the basis and foundation of th* entry, and during the time intervening be- , 
fore proof, the en try man may have contracted to sell or have already sold hia claim 
to and interest in the tract so applied for. There is no way in which to arrive at any 
fair conclusion regarding the good faith of the applicant at the time when he made 
his affidavit and application. 

The mode of operating, to secure lands under the act of June 3, 1878, is for a party 
interested in securing timber to be appointed a notary public for Washington Terri- 
tory, which authorizes him to act in any county in the territory. He thereupon es- 
tablishes himself in close proximity to the lands which it is intended to secure. All 
papers pertaining in any way to entries are made before him. The proof is made before 
and taken by him ; witnesses are hired and paid by him. All the papers, acts, and 
facts concerning the entries in his possession. Notaries public in this territory are 
not by law required to keep a record of their official acts ; therefore there can be no 
inspection to prove or ascertain the date of the execution and acknowledgment of 
deeds, mortgages, Ac. 

Men are paid an agreed sum for their rights, and all funds required to purchase 
J* 00 ** pay printer, attorney, and fees of register and receiver, are furnished by the 
party or parties in whose interest the entries are made. 

Ton may feel morally certain of the existence of all these facts, yet it is impossible 
to folly ascertain any one of them. The claimant has been coached, and only answers 
as instructed. We have no lands in the district which are inclosed with unlawful 
fences. 

In view of the fact that this district is composed almost wholly of timber, coal, and 
iron lands, I would very respectfully submit that the best interests of the government 
and the people would be best served and protected by the withdrawal from entry at this 
thaeof all that portion of the public domain within the area coutained in the val- 
leys bordering upon the many streams and bays of this portion of the territory, except as 
seal, iron, and timber lands ; that the timber lands should be examined and appraised 
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and sold upon snob appraisement It would also be desirable to reserve to the gov- 
ernment a certain percentage of the lands, to guarantee the future timber supply of 
the country. 

Under existing laws it will be nearly impossible to prevent or discover and punish 
frauds upon the government in the disposal of public lands. So long as good timber 
lands, in the hands of private owners, are worth from $7.50 per acre to $25 per acre 
there will be fraud and all sorts of sohemes resorted to to secure possession of and title 
to this class of government land. 

A quarter section of timber land or coal land, unless very favorably located and 
easy of access, is not desirable property for individual ownership. In making an 
entry of this class of lands the entrymen seek those tracts which are or will become 
valuable to some association of individuals or corporation, and can therefore be dis- 
posed of at an early day and for a fair price. 

I am convinced, from examination and investigation, that 90 per cent, of the home- 
stead and pre-emption entries made within the territory named herein are made solely 
for the timber-growing thereon, and because such lands are ready sale. By making 
use of the pre-emption and homestead laws the entrymen save in purchase of tract the 
difference between $2.50 and $1.25 per acre, whioh swells the profits when sold. 

I have traveled more than 5,000 miles in the time I have been engaged in making 
these examinations; have camped out and forded streams; have been drenched to 
the skin from involuntary baths and during long-continued rain ; have been lost in 
the forest, and have been warned and threatened by men who were evidently en- 
gaged in violating the law. 

Since my appearance here and the suspension by the Commissioner of entries made 
under the act of June 3,, 1878, this class of entries have decreased fully one-half and 
bona-fide entries have increased. 

Since July and September of this year, at which time I made an examination of 
entries in townships 20, 21 and 22 N., R. 4, 5, 6 and 7 east, a large number of coal 
filings have been made upon lands held by individuals by act of settlement and under 
preemption declaratory statements and homestead settlements of ninety days allowed 
before filing or make entry of tract. 

INVESTIGATION OF FRAUDULENT AND ILLEGAL ENTRIES. 

Twenty-eight special agents have been employed during the year in 
the investigation of fraudulent entries and in attendance at hearings 
before registers and receivers in cases previously investigated and re- 
ported to this office. The time of the agents has been largely occupied 
in the latter way, and much of the appropriation for the protection of 
public lands has been expended on such proceedings. The system ef 
ordering hearings on special agents' reports of illegal and fraudulent 
entries, was adopted a year or two since, after having been strenuously 
urged by attorneys for transferees. The purpose in demanding this 
proceeding was apparently to embarrass the department, to secure de- 
lays, and to make the attempt to suppress frauds difficult and expen- 
sive. At least such has been the result. No good purpose is served 
by it. The parties appearing in defense of the investigated entries are 
almost uniformly the procurers of the entries or the recipients of their 
benefits. When the purported entryman himself appears he is usually 
accompanied by the attorney of the real party in interest, who pays the 
cost of the defense. 
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The pre-emption law provides that all assignments and transfers of 
the pre-emption right u prior to the issuing of the patent shall be null 
and void.'' The homestead laws require proof that the party has not 
alienated the land, and provide that no land acquired under those 
laws shall be liable to the satisfaction of any debt contracted prior 
to the issue of patent. But it is notorious that pre-emption and 
commuted homestead entries are almost invariably sold, and with 
equal invariability ace made for the purpose of being sold. The 
most common method by which the transfer is effected is by a power 
of sale mortgage running for one month or some other brief period 
of time, which is promptly foreclosed as a matter of course and 
arrangement. Yet the transferees and mortgagees appear before 
this office in the attitude of "iunocent purchasers" and claim the 
right to show the "good faith" of the entryman. A hearing is or- 
dered, witnesses for the government tampered with or intimidated, the 
special agent impeded, threatened, or sought to be influenced or his 
removal or assignment to another locality attempted through the nu- 
merous and varied means of effecting results, or an endeavor is made to 
swear down ascertained facts by obvious falsehood aud well understood 
bribery and subornation of perjury. Scores of a class of men known 
as u cowboys" have been brought up to swear to the resideuce and 
improvement of each other on lauds uuinhabited except by the cattle 
of their employers ; gangs of men hired to cut timber are also hired 
to swear that logging-camps are u homes" and the timber trespass 
an "improvement"; and settlers who have appeared as fitnesses for 
the government agaiust entries fraudulently covering up agricultural 
lauds near their homes have had their crops destroyed, and others 
have been warned to leave the country by "regulators" employed by 
the procurers of the fraudulent entries. High financial and profes- 
sional influences have been brought to bear to discredit agents honest 
enough to do their duty and for the purpose of causing re-examina- 
tions and rehearings to be made or conducted uuder more pliant au- 
spices. If, after ail the machinations, hindrances, evasions, and de- 
lays that can be resorted to for obstructing or defeating the repro- 
duction, at a formal hearing, of facts originally discovered by the 
personal examination of a special agent and testimony taken by him 
under oath, including the testimony of eutrymeu, if they could be 
found, a decision is ultimately rendered agaiust the entry, the assignee 
takes technical appeals to this office and to the Secretary, and two or 
three years are consumed in an effort to cancel the most palpably fraud- 
ulent and worst classes of collusive, procured, and perjured entries, 
even those made in names well known to be fictitious. It is my opinion 
that assignees or mortgagees of homestead, pre-emption, and other en. 
tries, conditional upon acts of settlement or improvement and not trans- 
ferable under the law, have no right to be heard either in place of the 
alleged eutrymeu or in their own behalf, and that to permit their inter - 
6819 L 6 
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vention or to recognize in any manner their assumed interest is to pro- 
mote violations of law. Bat the rulings of the Department, I regret to 
Bay, have been to allow them. 

Pre-emption and homestead entries are allowed for the purpose of en- 
abling entrymen to establish homes on the public domain. Such entries 
are not authorized for sale and speculation. A party who makes an entry 
under these laws, and punctually at the expiration of six months pays 
up, sells the land, and moves away, leaving the future issue of patent to 
inure to the benefit of an assignee or mortgagee, proves by his act, even 
if he has ostensibly " resided n on his claim for the conventional six 
months, that his entry was not made in good faith for the purpose of a 
home, but in bad faith, for the purpose of selling it to somebody else, as 
he has done. It is one of the anomalies in the operation of the home- 
stead and pre-emption laws that deficient residence and meager im- 
provements are always sought to be excused on plea of poverty, but 
the alleged settler making these hasty proofs is never too poor to pay 
$200 or $400 to the government, as the case may be, at the first mo- 
ment of time he is permitted to do it, and long before the laws require 
him to do so. 

It is impossible to execute the laws if violations and evasions of them 
are systematically permitted or condoued, and it is impossible to pro- 
tect the public domain from fraudulent appropriation if the government 
is to be put to protracted trials, under the forms and rules of criminal 
procedure, in order to a determination by the Commissioner whether an 
entry is made to his satisfaction, as it is required to be before he is au- 
thorized to certify for the issue of a patent upon it. Land office pro- 
ceedings to ascertain whether an entryman is entitled to a patent for 
land are not in the nature of indictments for criminal offenses. The 
government has land to donate and also to sell. The question is whether 
the party seeking the donation or offering to purchase has brought him- 
self within the law and is entitled to the donation or to make the pur- 
chase. The Commissioner is to judge. He may obtain his facts by the 
most direct methods available. No method can be more direct, and 
none more conclusive, than a personal examination. The Commissioner 
cannot in person make that examination; he must have agencies to do 
it. Sworn officers of the government are provided him for that purpose. 
I think nothing else is required except that a sufficient number of 
agents should be authorized to inspect all claims and investigate all 
entries before patent is issued on any of them. 

An act of Congress in 1843 (5 Stat., 619) authorized the Commissioner 
to appoint an agent to investigate alleged frauds under the pre-emption 
laws in the state of Mississippi, the agent to take testimony under oath, 
includiug testimony of claimants and their witnesses, and to report the 
testimony to the Commissioner, whose decision thereon was made final, 
subject alone to appeal to the Secretary. 

1 recommend that a similar act be passed general in character, 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 67 

and that an adequate appropriation be made to carry it into effect. I 
have no doubt of the power of the government to protect its own prop- 
erty, and none whatever of the right and expediency of its doing so • 
The emergency snggests that suitable authority be vested in the ad- 
ministrative department to secure the proper execution and enforce- 
ment of the laws. 

That the abuses of the public land laws are largely due to inefficient 
administration, to the conduct of weak or corrupt officials, and to 
erratic and fanciful decisions, is undeniable; but that the laws them- 
selves are defective in want of adequate safeguards is also true. That 
they are improvident in providing so many different forms of appro- 
priation is more palpable still. The preemption law has outlived its 
usefulness; the timber-culture and desert-land laws have not met the 
purposes for which they were designed ; the timber-land act of 1878 has 
proved available to scarcely any honest purpose ; and the commutation 
feature of the homestead law has undermined the homestead system, 
while various minor provisions applicable to different laws, such a& 
allowing credit for time before entry, legalizing traffic in relinquish- 
ments, and permitting ex-parte affidavits to be taken as proofs before a 
multitude of officers not responsible to the United States, have made 
fraud easy and prevention difficult. If the rapidly disappearing lands 
of the nation are to be preserved for actual settlement — not in the dis- 
tant future, but by the present generation only — a reformation of the 
public land laws is essential as a basis for the reform of the evil sys- 
tems that have grown up under them as they now exist. 

THE PRE-EMPTION SYSTEM. 

The pre-emption system was established when laud was abundant and 
do motive existed for the assertion of false claims. It was then a 
measure of protection to actual settlers against the absorption of lands 
by private cash entry, and its effects were unquestionably beneficent* 
The wilderness was reclaimed, and multitudes of homes established 
under it But conditions have since totally changed. Then the public 
lands were subject to disposal at private sale, and persons who wanted 
land and had means of ready payment did not need to resort to simu- 
lated settlement. The public surveys were not protracted over vast ter- . 
ritory beyond the lines aud progress of occupation ; facilities of com- 
munication did not reach iuto remote regions; aud the disputed 
encroachment by whites upon Indian domain was unfavorable to the 
premature assertion of pre-emption claims where settlements could not 
be and were not established. As a rule, there was a settler for every 
claim, and the moderate requirements of the pre-emption law were suf- 
ficient to secure compliance. Compliance went beyond legal requirements 
rather than fell short of them. Lands were actually taken up for actual 
homee and farms by actual inhabitants clearing the forests, reclaiming 
the swamps, cultivating the soil, and gathering prosperity as the fruit of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



68 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

their labor. All this has been changed. The aboriginal inhabitants of 
the country have disappeared before the march of more powerful forces; 
modern methods of communication have rendered the most distant places 
accessible; surveys have extended the facilities of entry over vast 
reaches of unoccupied lands, and the mania of land speculation and 
monopoly has increased with the acquisition of private wealth and the 
growth of corporate agencies. The gradual cessation of the policy of 
offering land at public sale, and consequent inability to legally acquire 
title to large bodies of land at nominal government rates, has invited 
the adoption and organization of methods to defeat the restrictions of 
the settlement laws and accomplish the results of possession without 
settlement, which those laws were intended to prevent. Settlements, 
as a rule, no longer precede entries as originally contemplated; they do 
not follow entries made not for settlement, but for speculation. 

The idea of the pre-emption law was to enable heads of families and 
those who might become such to obtain cheap homes on public lands, 
to distribute the public domain among the people, and to multiply 
reasonable farms of not exceeding 160 acres, to be purchased by actual 
settlers at a small price. Pre-emption was the preference right of buy- 
ing the land, such preference being given on condition of previous 
inhabitancy and improvement of the desired tract and the erection of 
and residence in a dwelling-house thereon. The central idea was the 
home — the permanent place of abode of the pre-emptor and his family, 
the homestead of the American farmer — which might be obtained by 
paying the small government price after a certain period of residence 
required to show that the obtainment of a home as contemplated by 
the law was the object of the claim made under the act. 

The idea of the* homestead law was to enable the settler on public 
lands to obtain a home without payment of the price of the land at 
government rates, as required by the pre-emption act, on condition of 
longer residence, improvement, and cultivation. The difference in the 
two acts was the difference in time of inhabitancy aud use of the land 
for farming purposes and, in homestead cases, without payment to the 
government other than a small fee to pay land office expenses. The 
central idea in both cases was the acquirement of a homestead by 
whoever would settle on a tract of public land, inhabit, improve, and 
cultivate it The purpose in both cases was the division of the public 
domain into farms of 160 acres among the people so occupying and 
improving the land. 

I have made a careful examination of the lengthy and very able de- 
bates in Congress, in which men of national reputation in both politi- 
cal parties participated, in acfrocacy of the homestead law, and find no 
word or suggestion indicating that there was any intention on the part 
of the framers of the law that two homes might be acquired on public 
lands under the joint operation of both laws after the passage of the 
homestead act. 
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The limitation of the right to acquire public lands to 160 acres to any 
one person or family was the burden of the debates ; the distribution 
of farms of 160 acres among actual cultivators was the prominent pur- 
pose apparent in the minds of the legislators. The evils of large estates, 
the dangers of land monopoly, the ruinous results of land speculation, 
the security of the republic by placing independent homesteads of 160 
acres within the reach of all — these were arguments used and topics dis- 
cussed. Not a word about two homesteads under the two laws appears 
in the record of congressional proceedings. It seems to have been 
taken for granted that the opportunity of obtaining a home without 
price would be preferred to that of buying one. The preemption law . 
was not repealed, however. 

The first section of the act (now section 2289, Revised Statutes) pro- 
vides that any qualified person may make a homestead entry of the 
u quarter section or less " of public land " upon which such person may 
have filed a preemption claim," or which may at the time the application 
is made u be subject to preemption? He may make the homestead with- 
out filing a pre-emption claim upon it, or he may file a pre-emption claim 
and then enter the same land under the homestead law. He may change 
his claim from a pre-emption to a homestead. 

The eighth section (section 2301 Revised Statutes) provides that any 
person who makes a homestead entry may purchase the land in the same 
manner as by pre-emption "on making proof of settlement and culti- 
vation as provided by law granting pre-emption rights." Under this 
provision he may change his homestead claim to a pre-emption. 

In other words, he may, under the homestead law, make a pre-emp- 
tion claim and change it to a homestead, or he may make a homestead 
claim and change that to a pre-emption. He may have either a pre- 
emption or a homestead. Was it the purpose of the law that he should 
have both t Were two homes contemplated, one to inhabit and one to 
sell, one for use and oue for speculation t It would not appear to be in 
consonance with the spirit of the settlement laws or the principles upon 
which the homestead legislation proceeded to suppose that Congress 
intended to grant the double privilege, or to favor one class of persons 
with two entries when the country was filled with those who had neither, 
and the numbers of the latter were increasing. 

But the law has been construed to authorize double entries, and to 
this interpretation much of the further laxity in official practice and 
general custom is probably due. The idea of both laws was broken 
down ; it was no longer a home as contemplated by law that was sought 
and permitted ; it was the obtainment of title to as much land as pos- 
sible withont living on any of it. 

The pre-emption system uo longer secures settlements by pre-ernp- 
tors. If it did, or could be amended to do so, it would be useless to any 
good purpose, because supplanted by the more effective homestead law, 
ff a home is the real object designed to be secured. If a home is not 
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the object, the sooner the facility for obtaining land without making a 
home upon it, which is offered by this system, is removed from th& 
statutes the better for the settlement interests of the country and the 
future of its institutions. 

The average estimate of fraudulent entries now made under the pre- 
emption law, as reported by special agents, in Washington Territory, 
Kansas, Dakota, Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico, and northern Min- 
nesota, range from 75 to 90 per cent. These estimates are founded upon 
actual examinations of pre-emption entries that have been perfected by 
making the regulation proof and payment. They do not include initiative 
claims, made wholly for speculation and the sale of relinquishments* 
These are pre eraption filings, which have never been required by office 
regulations to be authenticated even by a " land office " oath. 

A simple " declaration of intention," purporting to be signed and 
witnessed, is all that is required to put a claim on record. The filings 
are not required by regulations to be made in person ; they may be sent 
through the mails, and are sent, not only from within, but from without 
land districts, and even from distant states, where the parties are not 
settlers on public lands, as claimed, have never seen the lands for which 
the filings are made, and have never been in the state or territory in 
which the lands lie ; and speculators cover the records with such 
filings, cause "claim shanties" to be erected by contract to mark the 
claim and serve as notice to seekers of land, and then advertise " re- 
linquishments for sale." Columns of such advertisements appear in the 
newspapers of the farming states and territories. Bona fide settlers 
must buy off the pretended claims or risk a contest. The dishonest 
speculator thrives ; the poor man, seeking a home, is robbed of his hard 
earnings, and the government keeps a force of officials and clerks to 
solemnly record these filings aud relinquishments. When the " claim n 
is sold the shanty is removed to another " claim n and the party applies 
for permission to file again. I found the allowance of second filings an 
established practice in this office, although the law is peremptory in 
permitting but one. The proportion of fraudulent filings to the total 
number of filings made and relinquished may be estimated in round 
numbers at exactly 100 per cent. 

The preemption system serves the speculative interest, the timber 
interest, the cattle interest, the coal-mining interest, and the water-con- 
trolling interest, all at the cost or to the exclusion of actual settlers, 
according as the purpose of its use is speculation or monopoly. 

COMMUTED HOMESTEADS. 

The principle of commuted homesteads is the same as the preemp- 
tiou, and its uses are the same. The difference between the two is that 
commuted homesteads are the more universally fraudulent, this form of 
entry being more advantageous to corporations and large operators in 
eoal, timber, and water entries than preemption, because the home- 
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stead entry is esteemed a segregation of the land, and is held to work 
its absolute reservation. No other entry can be made under existing 
rules while one is on record, and there is therefore a degree of security 
against adverse claims in operating under it that is not enjoyed under 
the pre-emption system. Commuted homestead entries, as a class, are 
made immediately after the expiration of six months from date of orig- 
inal entry, or just as soon as the law allows, and are just as invariably 
conveyed by deed or power of sale mortgage, usually executed on the 
day of entry. I think it has seldom or never been reported upon examin- 
ation that an original settler has been found living on a six months com- 
muted homestead claim. The proportion of fraudulent entries of this 
kind can be more nearly estimated at the whole number of such entries 
than in any other manner. If public lands are to be fcept for actual 
inhabitancy, the commutation feature of the homestead law should, be 
abolished. 

FIVE-YEAR HOMESTEADS. 

The average proportion of fraudulent entries made for five years' 
settlement is estimated at about 40 per cent. It is from fault of admin- 
istration and the want of official inspection of public land claims and 
not fanlt in the principle of the homestead law itself that any consid- 
erable number of fraudulent homestead entries can go to patent after 
the lapse of five years from date of original entry. Abuses under the 
regular homestead system flow chiefly from laxity of official regula- 
tions, the ease with which pretexts of residence, improvement, and 
cultivation are permitted to be palmed off for actual inhabitancy and 
the use of the land for a farm, and from gratuitous official assumptions 
of "good faith" upon slight and improbable foundations. Wholly 
fraudulent entries are those made for relinquishment, and generally also 
those where settlement is alleged for five years or more before entry. 
The former are cases of individual or brokerage speculation; the latter 
are largely cases of combination and conspiracy for the purpose of 
acquiring title to land in quantity without making the payment re- 
quired in pre-emption and commutation cases. Under this last form of 
fraudulent entry the cost of the land is only the amount of land office 
and advertising fees (about $30 per quarter section), exclusive of the 
cost of manufacturing the false papers and proofs and working the 
entries through the land office. The home of this class of entries is on 
the cattle ranches of New Mexico and Colorado. 

THE TIMBER-CULTURE LAW. 

The failure of the timber-culture law to accomplish the purpose for 
which it was intended (encouragement of the growth of timber on west- 
ern prairies), and some of the abuses that have resulted from its practi- 
cal operation, are fully set forth in the accompanying reports. 

The records of this office exhibit successions of entries, relinquish- 
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ments, contests, and re-entries of the same tracts in farming districts, 
showing that speculation in the land and not cultivation of timber is 
the foundation of the mass of claims under this act. The requirements 
to be complied with during the first few years are necessarily slight. 
The ground is to be prepared and seeds planted. During this period 
(the infancy of the entry) its speculative object is achieved. This is a 
sale of the entryman's relinquishment. One claimant gives place to an- 
other for a consideration; the land remains uninhabited, unimproved, 
and uncultivated, except that a little breaking is done for a pretext, to 
be used as evidence of "good faith" to defeat a contest before this de- 
partment, until finally some seeker of a home upou the soil is found to 
pay the price demanded by the last holder of the "tree claim," when 
upou a lonaflde homestead being established the citizen or immigrant 
who has bought his way to an honest entry of public land may com- 
mence the work of putting out trees for his own benefit. The act thus 
results in a double imposition — an imposition on the government, and 
an imposition on* actual settlers. 

In another class of cases still greater abuses occur. A timber-culture 
entry may run for thirteen years, and as much longer as its record re- 
mains uncanceled. By present practice this is a reservation of the land 
during the whole period of the existence of the entry. The facilities 
thus afforded of holding land for a long term of years free of rent, inter- 
est, or taxes have largely been availed of in late years in states and ter- 
ritories in which the even more facile desert-land act is not operative. 
Within the great stock rauges of Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, and else- 
where, one quarter of nearly every section is covered by a timber-culture 
entry made for use of the cattle owners, usually by their herdsmen who 
make false land office affidavits as a part of the condition of their em- 
ployment. The reservation of the land prevents a new entry from being 
made until the former one is contested or removed, and, the ranches be- 
ing inclosed by fences or defended by force, contests are very generally 
prevented if not often made entirely impossible. 

This conspicuously fraudulent class of entries appears to have been 
specially guarded and protected in precediug years, by official rulings 
and decisions. Contests have been made difficult and expensive, and 
presumptively fraudulent claims shielded by the admission of technical 
defenses. 

The law has also been absolutely violated by strained constructions 
to favor timber-culture entries on land not subject to such entry. The 
statute restricts these entries exclusively to prairie lands or other lands 
" devoid of timber." When the time arrives for making final proof the 
entryman is required by law to show 6,750 living and thrifty trees 
growing on the land as the result of his planting aud cultivation. I 
found that a ruling had been prescribed that if there were not more 
than 6,750 natural trees growing on a tract at date of entry the land 
could be entered under the timber-culture law. As it is my duty to be 
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governed by the law, and not to violate It, I have declined to follow a 
ruling so palpably at variance with both the spirit and the letter of the 
statute. I have therefore reversed this ruling, and your decisions have 
upheld the requirement of the law that lands subject to this class of 
entry must be " devoid of timber." 

But no change of ruling or decision can remedy the primary evils 
which flow from the law itself. The reports herewith submitted show 
the impracticability of the act and its inutility for other than evasive 
and fraudulent purposes. The proportion of totally fraudulent entries 
under this act is estimated at 90 per cent. I therefore most earnestly 
recommend its repeal. 

THE TIMBER-LAND AjOT OF JUNE 3, 1878. 

This act, applicable to the states of California, Oregon, Nevada, and 
Washington Territory, has operated simply to promote the premature 
destruction of forests and the shipment of their products out of the 
country, or for holding lands and the lumber needed *by citizens at the 
speculative prices demanded by foreign and domestic corporations ac- 
quiring a monopoly of the timber lands of the government at nominal 
rates through easy evasion of the terms of the law. 

The fundamental defect of the law is the policy upon which it is pro- 
jected — the hasty transfer of the title of the United States to the public 
forests and woodlands ; its frailty lies in the practically uncontrolled 
method provided for obtaining such transfers. Why, as a mere busi- 
Bes8 proposition, timber lands worth at the lowest averages from $10 
to $25 per acre for the standing trees, or, according to accessibility and 
the class and quality of timber, worth from $25 to $100 per acre, and 
not infrequently several hundred dollars per acre, should be sold by the 
government at $2.50 per acre, it is not easy to perceive. Reports here- 
with submitted detail the methods employed under this act for the suc- 
cessful violation of its nominal restrictions, and show that the evils 
developed in its practical operation are inherent in system and can be 
eared only by a repeal of the law by which they are propagated. 

THE DESERT-LAND ACT. 

The expressed purpose of this act was to secure the permanent rec- 
lamation of lands which in a natural state are barren and unproduct- 
ive. This, it had been asserted, could not be accomplished if the 
amount of land that might be acquired by single individuals wa8 limited 
to 160 acres. Inducements to irrigation were therefore held out by al- 
lowing the purchase of G40 acres, on condition of reclamation and the 
payment of the government price. The uses of the law have been to 
obtain possession and control of lands by mere formalities of entry, 
without reclamation, and largely of lauds naturally well- watered or or- 
dinarily cultivable without irrgation. The limitation of 640 acres as 
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the amount that could be entered by one person* has proved no obstacle 
to the acquisition by single persons and corporations of combined 
entries made in the individual names of large numbers of persons and 
held for speculative sale, the companies dominating the lands and 
levying tribute on settlers, by whom the whole cost of irrigation, if ir- 
rigation is required, is to be borne. Entries of this character and pur- 
pose are usually made in the names of persons living at remote distances 
from the land, and frequently in one month a single town or county in 
a distant state is given in the returns as the residence of from ten to 
twenty-five purported applicants, many of them women. Vast areas 
have been taken up in this manner by entries made in the interest of 
so-called " improvement companies." 

Lands are also taken up in the same manner by consecutive entries, 
running through the whole course of valleys and streams, for the pur- 
pose of holding the agricultural portion and controlling the water sup- 
ply upon which the back country for many miles is dependent Origi- 
nal regulations required desert-land claimants to make final proof iu 
person at the district land offices. In the case of John Ghatterly, de- 
cided by the department November 4, 1884 (11 Copp, 265), the reasou 
of the rule and its correctness under the law were elaborately set forth 
and the regulation affirmed. 

On December 1, 1884, departmental instructions were issued, appa- 
rently founded upon certain applications from Cheyenne, Wyoming (3 
L. D., 246), permitting desert-land claimants to make their final affida- 
vits outside of the land district and before other officers than registers 
and receivers. The effect of the modified rule was to enable land and 
cattle companies in Wyoming and elsewhere, operating under the desert- 
and act, to prove up claims in the names of parties living in distant 
States, in whose names such entries were made, for the benefit of the 
companies, in evasion of the restrictions of law. 

The law requires desert-laud claimants to make proof " of the recla- 
mation 9 of the land, but by departmental decision and office instruc- 
tions in February last it was held that actual reclamation is unnecessary. 
{3 L. D., 385; 11 Copp, 371). My own views upon this point will be 
found under the head of the proper division report. 

Another class of desert-land entries, aggregating immense areas in 
stock-raising territory, and perhaps comprising a majority of all entries 
under this act, are those procured for the purpose of holding and 
controlling land indefinitely without payment of taxes, with no inten- 
tion of complying with law, and no expectation of making "proof v and 
payment during the statutory period, if ever. Scarcely a pretense of 
irrigation is made, but the land is held through the three years within 
which proof and payment are required by law, and as much longer as 
administrative indulgence may permit, when the entries are relinquished 
and the lands covered by other entries made in the same interest, but 
in different names. If in the meantime a contest is initiated or an in- 
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vestigation had the same proceedings are followed, responsibility for 
the first illegal entry evaded by its relinquishment, and the lands re- 
tained by new entries of the same character. 

In this manner virtual leases are wrung from the government for 
terms of years, free of tax or interest, at the trifling cost of twenty-five 
cents per acre for each term, which is paid at the beginning ; and the 
repayment of even that sum is punctually demanded from the govern- 
ment and obtained in many classes of cases. 

The purpose of this act has conspicuously failed. The necessity for 
it is shown not to exist from the fact that the principal supply of water to 
actually arid lands, actually occupied or really prepared for occupation, 
is or can be furnished by water companies, independent of the desert- 
land act, or obtained by the settlers themselves free of corporate control. 

The repeal of this act is, in my judgment, demanded by the most 
obvious considerations of a public policy looking to the protection of 
the public domain and the interests of honest settlement. 

PUBLIC SALES AND PRIVATE CASH ENTRIES. 

The policy of disposing of public lands as a means of raising revenue 
has long since been rejected by enlightened views of public economy. 
The policy of applying public lands so as to increase the number of 
farms and homesteads, diffusing instead of aggregating land titles, and 
promoting general prosperity and the independence of agricultural 
labor, in place of creating baronial estates and reducing producers to 
dependence, has long been declared to be the policy of this government, 
founded upon the good of the greatest number, inspired by patriotic im- 
pulses looking to the preservation of republican institutions, and 
enforced by the teachings of history and the lessons of revolutions. 
The public opiuion of the country that the public domain shall be pre- 
served for actual settlement has crystalized into an imperative demand 
that no more land shall be sold out of the reach of the people and into 
the bauds of speculators or the grasp of monopoly. All general provis- 
ions of law authorizing cash sales of public lands should, in my judg- 
ment, be abrogated, and the system of disposal only to actual inhabit- 
ants and cultivators be fully established and adequately protected. 

RELINQUISHED MILITARY RESERVATIONS. 

By the act of Congress of July 5, 1884, providing for the disposal of 
abandoned military reservations, the lands are required to be appraised 
and sold at public sale for cash. Settlers entering upon such reserva- 
tions after January 1, 1884, are not protected against these cash sales. 
Petitions and memorials have been received by this office representing 
that the effect of the law is disadvantageous to settlements, and urging 
executive recommendation for its modification or repeal. It is alleged 
that settlers cannot compete with rich syndicates in the purchase of 
such lands, and that the result will necessarily be that the large bodies 
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of land embraced in tbese reservations will pass into single or cor- 
porate possession, to the disadvantage of the settlement and prosperity 
of the country. 

Thirty-seven reservations have been turned over to this department 
under this act, the majority of which contain areas ranging from 5,000 
to 100,000 acres each, and aggregating about 627,000 acres. 

The amount of land embraced in existing reservations that have not 
been relinquished by the War Department is estimated at about 
2,500,000 acres. 

These reservations are chiefly in the territories. They were selected by 
the military authorities fortheiradvantagesiurespect to grass, wood, aud 
water,and for these reasons invite settlement. Ithasnot been theexperi- 
enceof this office that public cash sales of lands augment the revenues of 
the government to a degree to make that form of disposal desirable as a 
matter of economy or of public policy. I know of no public reason why 
relinquished military reservations should be sold at public cash sale as 
a special class of lauds. The buildiugs on the land are of little value to 
the government after their use has ceased, and can be sold to as good or 
better advantage by the War Department before the reservations are 
relinquished thjau by the land department afterward. Custodians have 
to be appointed and paid, and this expense, with the cost of appraisal 
and sale, is likely to amount to as much or more than the buildiugs are 
worth. Their rapid deterioration after abandonment is another element 
to be considered. The past experience of this office is not favorable to 
this method of disposing of abandoned buildings. 

Interested parties desiring to secure large bodies of land naturally 
seek to hasten the extinction of reservations, but in my jndgraeut the 
time is rapidly approachiug wheu people needing homes will rejoice if 
government reservations shall have saved any considerable amount of 
public lands from present indiscriminate appropriation. If, however, 
these reserved lands are to be disposed of at or soon after their aban- 
donment for military purposes, I do not think a monopoly of them 
should be allowed to cash purchasers, but that an honest attempt at 
least should be made to enable bona fide settlers to obtain them. 

I respectfully recommend such modification of the act of July 5, 1884, 
as will accomplish this result. 

FINAL PROOFS. 

The laws allowing final proofs in homestead cases and final affidavits 
in pre emption cases to be made before clerks of courts were projected 
upon the theory of convenience to settlers distant from laud offices* 
The general effect of this facility is the promotion of fraudulent entries. 
Affidavits signed, or purporting to be sigued, by claimants and wit- 
nesses are prepared by attorneys of entrymen or their assignees, and 
the acknowledgment is a mere matter of form. As a rule, there is no 
examination of affiants, and no test of their identity or reliability. 
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The latitude of the law has been enlarged by departmental construc- 
tion and regulation. Numerous deputies are allowed to exercise the 
functions of clerks, and in cases where proofs can only be made before the 
clerk in the absence of the judge it has been ruled that the judge is ab- 
sent from a place where no court is held. By regulations promulgated 
shortly before the change of administration an ancient rule, adopted 
under different conditions than now exist, was revived, allowing the 
testimony of witnesses in pre-emption cases to be taken before any offi- 
cer authorized to administer oaths, notwithstanding the opiuion of pros- 
ecuting officers of the government and the judgment of courts in cases 
tried by the government that witnesses swearing falsely before other 
officers than those provided for in the statute could not be couvicted of 
perjury. Under this rule the procurers of fictitious and fraudulent en- 
tries have only to employ their own notaries public to secure the ad- 
mission of palpably perjured testimony with impunity. 

It is found that notaries taking proofs are frequently the attorneys of 
parties causing the entries to be made or purchasing them afterward. 
A decision by a former Commissioner, enforcing the common rule of 
courts that attorneys cannot as judicial officers administer oaths in cases 
which they represent as attorneys, was reversed by departmental au- 
thority. (Ann O. Lindberg, 11 Copp, 196.) 

A recent letter from the register at Bismarck, D. T., showing tha 
effect of the later ruling, states as follows : 

Id the case at bar the probate judge charged $23 "for his work," when the territo- 
rial law only authorizes " ten cents every one hundred words" for reducing to writ- 
ing the testimony of witnesses in cases required by law. The probate judge justifies 
the charge on the ground that he is also the party's attorney, and is not, for that rea- 
Mo, confined to the terms of the statute. 

I do not think that the referee should act as attorney for the claimant and agent 
for the government. If he is paid for making out the testimony to meet the require- 
ments of this office, he is certainly acting more for the claimant than he is for the 
government, and we cannot expect him to examine the witnesses with the view of 
ascertaining the weak points of the proof; on the other baud, he is retained for the 
purpose of covering them up. If be accepts a fee of $5, $10, or $15 to perform the 
clerical service of preparing the final proof papers, he will not inject anything inte 
the proof that would injure the case. If he is at all shrewd, he can make a weak 
(woof appear strong, and if careless of the results can deceive both claimant and wit- 
nesses as to what is required or as to what is meant by this or that question. 

Clerks of courts, in order to get business, like making out original homestead entry ' 
papers, have induced claimants to swear that they were living on their claims whom 
they were not. The temptation in making proofs is far greater when the commis- 
sioner is also attorney. If he acts solely nnder the statute, allowing him a gives 
compensation, he will be free to examine the witnesses separately and take down 
▼hat they offer, and not the words put into their months by both claimant and clerk. 
It seems a violent assumption that an impartial hearing would be had when the clerk 
»as paid to prepare a good or plausible proof. The rule laid down in the case of 
Abu C. Lindberg (C. L. O., vol. 11, p. 196) permits this dual capacity, and the result- 
ing practice is as outlined. 

The Register and Receiver at Deadwood, D. T., write as follows : 

When final proof papers come up to the local land office from clerks before whom 
It* proofs were taken it is almost impossible for local officers to detect frauds a* 
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evasions of the law. Clerks act as land attorneys ; they are interested in getting 
their fees. There is no law fixing the amount they may charge for taking proof. If 
there be, they can evade it by charging for advice as land attorneys. It is generally 
their interest to have the proofs pass the local land officers with their approval. The 
answers (of witnesses) are in uniform and stereotyped phrase. If clerks who take 
proofs may charge what they please and act as land attorneys as well as quasi land 
officers, the inducement to evade the regulations is constant and great. ' 

The foregoing are merely examples of the usual tenor of correspond* 
ence on this subject. An amendment of the laws that will put an end 
to these abuses is earnestly requested. It is not, however, to be as- 
sumed that the restriction of making applications and proofs before 
registers and receivers only will be a cure for the defective system of 
passing land titles wholly on the ex-parte statements of interested par- 
ties. The Supreme Court in a recent case (U. S. v. Minor, 114 U. S. r 
233) depicts the looseness of such system and its entire want of safe- 
guards and precautions in the following brief statement : 

The government owns millions and millions of acres of land, which ace by law open 
to pre-emption, homestead, and public and private sale. The right and the title to 
these lands are to be obtained from the government only in accordance with fixed 
roles of law. For the more convenient management of the sale of these lands and the 
establishment by individuals of the inchoate rights of pre-emption and homestead, 
and their final perfection in the issuing of a title, called a patent, there is established 
in each land district an office in which are two officers and no more, called register 
and receiver. These districts often include twenty thousand square miles or more, 
in all parts of which the lands of the government subject to sale, pre-emption, and 
homestead are found. These officers do not, they cannot, visit these lands. They 
have maps showing the location of the government lands and their subdivision into 
townships, sections, and parts of sections, and when a person desires to initiate a 
claim to any of them he goes before them and makes the necessary statements, affida- 
vits, and claims, of all which they make memoranda and copies, which are forwarded 
to the General Land Office at Washington. 

For the truth of these statements they are compelled to rely on the oaths of the 
parties asserting claims and such ex parte affidavits as they may produce. 

In nine cases out of ten, perhaps in a much larger percentage, the proceedings are 
wholly ex parte. In the absence of any contesting claimant for a right to purchase or 
secure the land the party applying has it all his own way. He makes his own state- 
ment, sworn to before those officers, and he produces affidavits. If these affidavit* 
meet the requirements of the law, the claimant succeeds, and what is required is so 
well known that it is reduced to a formula. It is not possible for the officers of the 
government, except in a few rare instances, to kuow anything of the truth or false- 
hood of these statements. In the cases where there is no contesting claimant there 
is no adversary proceeding whatever. The United States is passive; it opposes no 
resistance to the establishment of the claim, and makes no issue on the statement of 
the claimant. 

That mere perfunctory compliance with law should be the rule at the 
best under such system of proviug claims, and that designing parties 
should easily and customarily succeed, in the subsequent language of 
the court, "by misrepresentation, by fraudulent practices, aided by 
perjury," in obtaining titles to lands, in utter disregard and violation of 
all conditions and requirements of law other than that of machine-made 
"proofe^are plainly inevitable consequences of the,methods prescribed. 
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That theoretical " presumptions of good faith " should be overthrown by 
facte establishing the universality of " bad faith " is not surprising- 
under a system that invites bad faith at every step in the procurement 
of public lands. 

RAPID ABSORPTION OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

The near approach of the period when the United States will have 
*io land to dispose of has stimulated the exertions of capitalists and 
corporations to acquire outlying regions of public land in mass by what- 
ever means, legal or illegal, while the imminent exhaustion of lands in 
the more thickly settled states has aroused an excitement in the land 
districts in such states to a degree that pursuit of lands has become a 
headlong race, overturning the slight obstacles of the settlement laws, 
and trampling under foot the slighter attempts, heretofore devised, of 
administrative regulation. A recent letter from the register of the land 
office at Garden City, Kansas, states as follows : 

The rush for land in this section of Kansas is unprecedented. Every train brings 
in a crowd of land-seekers. For more than an boor before the office opens a mass of 
lomaoity throngs the doorway, and it is a remarkable sight to see the press and ex- 
citement. There are fifty or more land agents or attorneys who, I may say, facilitate 
this rash. They make ont the papers of hundreds and present them at one charge* 
The aggregate becomes overwhelming. Besides, in all the little towns dotted through 
this valley there are numerous land agents, who send ns enough mail and express 
packages to keep us ordinarily busy. I look upon this state of affairs as a real abuse 
of the privileges designed by law, for a majority of the patrons swept through by these 
land agents never see the land they make entry upon, fail to realize their obligation 
to the government, and scheme, by following the form, to avoid the spirit and intent 
of the law. We have no time to correct these things; we cannot have time to attend 
to that patron who is in real need of our assistance. The result of this heedless rush 
is that work is poured in without restraint, and we labor in vain when we try to keep 
ftp with the work. 

Entries of all classes are also being reported at an unprecedented rate 
from some of the districts affected by the act of Congress of February 
25, 1885, " to prevent the unlawful occupancy of public lands, 77 and the 
proclamation of the President thereunder ordering the removal of un- 
lawful inclosures, indicating combined attempts to defeat the purpose 
of the act and proclamation by obtaining color of right to inclosed lands 
through entries, under settlement and improvement laws, of the back 
lands where settlement and improvement are unknown and heretofore 
alleged to be impossible. 

AMENDMENTS OF THE PUBLIC LAND LAWS. 

I respectfolly recommend that the homestead law be so amended as 
to | rovide that the public lands of the United States, other than min- 
eral and reserved timber lands, shall be disposed of only under its pro- 
riakras, and that these be strengthened to secure actual inhabitancy, 
improvement, and cultivation, as precedent conditions to the acquisition 
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of any rights thereunder, and absolutely prohibiting and rendering ne- 
gatory for any purpose whatever any sale or transfer of the homestead 
privilege, or of any title derived or to be derived thereunder, prior to 
the issue of patent. The law should provide for substantial and not 
merely pro for ma proofs, and applications and proofs sliould not be per- 
mitted to be made before any other officer than the land officers of the 
United States. 

No change of the time within which proof is required to be made ap- 
pears to me necessary or expedient, but I regard it as of first impor- 
tance that no entry or application should be allowed before the actual 
establishmentof a permanent residence on the land, and that proof should 
not be permitted before the expiration of the prescribed period of live years 
from date of actual entry. Neither should preliminary applications or 
entries, unaccompanied by actual settlement, be regarded as a segrega- 
tion or reservation of the land, but all actually uninhabited public lands 
should be free to the appropriation of any bona fids settler actually es- 
tablishing a home upon the land, improving it, and making use of it for 
his subsistence and the support of his family or dependents. The re- 
quirement that actual homes should be established and permanently 
maintained on homesteads taken up under the act should be made im- 
perative, and evasion of the law, or a merely constructive compliance 
with its provisions, should work an absolute forfeiture of the homestead 
privilege. The sale of relinquishments as a matter of business or spec- 
ulation should be made a penal offense, and attorneys or land brokers 
buying or selling homestead relinquishments, or otherwise engaged in 
speculating in homestead rights, or knowingly aiding in such specula- 
tion, should thereby be rendered incapable of practicing as attorneys 
before this department or local land offices, and inhibited frobi access 
to the records. 

No person who now is or may hereafter become the owner of 160 acres 
of land in any state or territory should be permitted to make an appli- 
cation or entry under the homestead act, and no person should be 
allowed to make more than one entry on any land subject to be entered 
under the act. False swearing before land officers, or the making ot 
untrue affidavits in any manner or matter pertaining to public lands, 
should be punishable as perjury. Registers and receivers should be 
authorized to summon witnesses and compel their attendance, and tt 
should be made their statutory duty to cross-examine applicants and 
witnesses, ascertain their reliability, and test their means of knowledge 
and veracity. It should be made a criminal offense for any person to 
make or cause or procure to be made, or to aid or assist in making or 
procuring, any false, fictitious, or speculative application or entry of 
public lands, or any application or entry for the use or benefit or in the 
interest of any other person than the applicant. 

The second section of the act of June 15, 1880, which allows the pnr- 
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ehase of lands embraced in abandoned homestead entries made prior to 
said date, has proved unqualifiedly pernicious and should be repealed. 

LAND OFFICE FEES. 

The subject of land office fees is provocative of unceasing dispute. 
The whole system of the payment of public services by fees is anti- 
quated, cumbrous, and uneconomical. In the public land service it has 
been the cause of much irregularity, violation of law, and neglect of 
public duty. I have found land offices conducted apparently with an 
eye single to their emoluments, and the public business and official 
obligations therein often made subordinate to private profits. The 
act of 1883, allowing registers and receivers to retain fees received for 
reducing testimony to writing, and for furnishing copies of records, has 
been prolific of injury to the service and expense to the government. 
The time of clerks employed and paid by the government has been 
used to earn fees for the local officers, and various expedients have been 
resorted to at some offices to increase fees at the expense of parties be- 
fore them. While a common complaint against local officers is the ex- 
action of illegal fees, there is reason to believe that a still more serious 
evil lies in connection with cases uncomplained of, because the parties 
paying the excess fees do so willingly in order to avoid scrutiny of their 
proofs. 

I recommend the abolishment of the fee system for entry of public 
lands and the substitution of fixed salaries to registers and receivers. 
I also recommend a modification of the act of March 3, 1883, so as to 
provide that the costs of reducing testimony to writing and fees for ab- 
stracts of records and copies of plats be covered into the Treasury and 
placed to the credit of the proper appropriation for the payment of ad- 
ditional clerk hire in local land offices. A similar provision in respect 
to fees received at the General Land Office for furnishing abstracts from 
the records, would be a relief to this office and an advantage to the pub- 
lie service. 

TIMBER TRESPASS. 

Twenty-three special agents have been employed during the year, at 
an average length of service of little less than eight months each, in 
the investigation of trespasses on public timber and assisting in pros- 
ecutions for recovery of damages to the government. Three hundred 
and ninety -six cases have been reported, involving a market value 
of timber unlawfully cut amounting to nearly $3,000,000. The amount 
thus far recovered is $32,849.81, and the amount due on accepted propo- 
sitions of settlement is $16,602.46. The amount involved in pending 
suits is $1,659,030.57. 

Depredations upon public timber are universal, flagrant, and lim- 
itless. Whole ranges of townbhips covered with pine timber, the 
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forests at headwaters of streams, and timber land along watercourses 
and railroad lines have been cat over by lainber companies under pre- 
tense of title derived through pre-emption and homestead entries made 
by their employes and afterward assigned to the companies. Steam 
saw-mills are established promiscuously on public lands for the manu- 
facture of lumber procured from the public domain by miscellaneous 
trespassers. Large operators employ hundreds, and in some cases thou- 
sands of men, cutting government timber and sawing it up into lumber 
and shingles, which, when needed and purchased by local citizens, can 
only be obtained by them at prices governed by the market value of 
timber brought over expensive transportation routes from points of 
legitimate supply. 

Under cover of the privilege of obtaining timber and other material 
for the construction of "right-of-way" and land-grant railroads large 
quantities of public timber have been cut and removed for export and 
sale. Immense damage, is also inflicted by the destruction of small, 
growing trees and the spread of forest fires resulting from a failure to 
clear up the land and dispose of the brush from felled trees, even in 
cases of authorized cutting. 

I am advised that depredations of great magnitude have been perpe- 
trated on public timber lands in California by a corporation known as 
the "Sierra Lumber Company J 7 Suit is now pending to recover the 
market value of 60,000,000 feet of timber, as a result of the commence- 
ment of the investigation of trespasses committed by this company for 
several years past. 

The Montana Improvement Company, a corporation stocked for 
$2,000,000, and in which the Northern Pacific Railroad Company is re- 
puted to be the principal owner, was formed in 1883 for the pur- 
pose of monopolizing timber traffic in Montana and Idaho, and under a 
contract with the railroad company, running for twenty years, has ex- 
ploited the timber from unsurveyed public lands for great distances 
along the line of said road, shipping the product of the joint trespass, 
and controlling rates in the general market. Suits have been com- 
menced and others are in progress of preparation against these compa- 
nies for the recovery of damages to the amount of several hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

These instances illustrate the organized methods by which timber lands 
of the United States are despoiled by corporations and speculators to 
the irreparable injury of future interests of the country. 

The policy of this department prior to the commencement of the pres- 
ent administration appears to have promoted rather than checked tim- 
ber depredations, the laws having been construed with a liberality of 
license in favor of persons and corporations committing trespasses, and 
damages, when claimed, being compromised at nominal rates. 

The act of June 15, 1880, prescribing that when land that had been 
trespassed upon prior to 1879 should have been " entered and the gov- 
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eminent price paid in fall" no criminal prosecution should be " had or 
further maintained " for the trespass, and no civil suit when the tres- 
pass had been unintentional, was construed to authorize the entry at 
private cash sale of lands not subject to such entry under the public 
land laws; and the provision exempting unintentional trespassers from 
civil suit in case of such entered lands was construed to equally except 
willful trespassers. 

The act of June 3, 1878, authorizing citizens and residents in mineral 
districts to take timber for building, agricultural, mining, and other 
domestic purposes, was construed to allow lumber dealers, mill-owners, 
and railroad contractors to cut timber for commercial purposes, and a 
regulation prohibiting export out of the district was modified in 1883 so 
as to permit such export. (Instructions to Special Agents, 1883, p. 6, 
par. 20.) 

The law allowing " right-of-way" and land-grant railroad companies 
to obtain timber and other material for the construction of their roads 
from public lands adjacent to the line of the roads was in effect ex- 
tended to permit timber to be cut wherever the companies desired, the 
word " adjacent" being interpreted to mean practically anywhere in the 
United States. Original instructions had held the word " adjacent" to 
mean in the neighborhood of the line of road being constructed, and 
within its terminal limits. In 1885 it was held that timber might be ob- 
tained " away from the line of the road and beyond its terminal points." 
(1 L. D. f 625.) In the case of Geo. W. Arwood (4 L. D., 23), you found 
"such liberality of interpretation, amounting to almost unlimited privi- 
leges, not warranted by law, and liable to result in detriment to the 
"interest of settlers already upon the lands, or of persons desiring to 
"settle in future upon such lands, entirely disproportionate to the benefit 
"which they are likely to derive from the railroads which have thus been 
"permitted to despoil the lands of their timber." 

Other misinterpretations of law, and rulings and instructions tending 
to promote and protect trespasses "upon public timber, have been re- 
versed by you or corrected by regulations and instructions by me meet- 
ing with your approval, the most material of which are appended to the 
proper division report, herewith submitted. 

PRESERVATION OF FORESTS. 

The importance and necessity of preserving our remaining forests and 
woodlands is urged upon the attention of legislators and the public by 
thoughtful persons, scientific bodies, and patriotic associations through- 
out the country. It is declared that the extinction of forests may be 
expected to seriously affect the growth of population and reduce the cul- 
tivable area of the soil; that forests absorb moisture, and that the reten- 
tion of timber and undergrowth on mountain sides is necessary to hold 
the snows and prevent their rapid melting, as also the precipitation of 
rainfalls in floods upon valleys below ; that the loss of forests at the 
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heads of streams of water " means the ruin of great rivers for navigation 
"and irrigation, the destruction of cities located along their banks, and 
" the spoliation of broad areas of the richest agricultural lands; " that 
forests, once destroyed, can be renewed only at enormous cost, and 
that when destroyed no subsequent precaution or expenditure will be 
able to prevent or evade the widespread calamity that must follow. 

The government is now expending large sums of money in attempts 
to substitute by artificial means the regulation of the flow of the Mis- 
sissippi river, which nature had provided in the dense woods originally 
surrounding the sources of its numerous tributaries. 

That wise and speedy measures should be adopted for the preserva- 
tion of forests on the public domain is in my opinion an incontroverti- 
ble proposition. To this end I recommend the immediate withdrawal 
from appropriation, sale, or disposal of all public forests and of lands 
valuable chiefly for timber, subject to future legislation for the perma- 
nent reservation of designated areas and a more economically governed 
disposal of such timber lands or timber as it may not be necessary in- 
definitely to reserve. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPABKS, 

Commissioner. 

Hon. L. Q. 0. Lamar, 

Secretary of the Interior. 
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DETAILED STATEMENT. 



A detailed statement of the work performed in the General Land 
Office and surveying districts daring the year is given under the follow- 
ing heads : 

i 

L B. Recorder's division. 

2. 0. Public lands division. 

3. D. Private land claims division. 

4. E. Surveying division. 
, 5. F. Railroad division. 

6. G. Pre-emption division. 

7. K. Swamp-land division. 

8. L. Draughting division. 

9. M. Accounts division. 

10. N. Mineral division. 

11. P. Special service division. 

12. Report of surveyor-general of Arizona. 

13. Report of surveyor-general of California. 

14. Report of surveyor-general of Colorado. 

15. Report of surveyor-general of Dakota. 

16. Report of surveyor-general of Florida. 

17. Report of surveyor-general of Idaho. 

18. Report of surveyor-general of Louisiana. 

19. Report of surveyor-general of Minnesota. 

20. Report of surveyor-general of Montana. 

21. Report of surveyor-general of Nebraska and Iowa. 

22. Report of surveyor-general of Nevada. 

23. Report of surveyor-general of New Mexico. 

24. Report of surveyor-general of Oregon. 
26. Report of surveyor-general of Utah. 

26. Report of surveyor-general of Washington. 

27. Report of surveyor-general of Wyoming. 
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B-REOORDER'S DIVISION. 



Work performed in Division B of the General Land Office during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1885. 

Letters received 15,454 

Letters written. 13,468 

Pages of record covered by letters written - 7,995 

Circulars sent out 818 

Copies furnished from patent records 4,005 

land-warrant assignments approved 137 

Pieces of Virginia military scrip issued, calling for 4,742$ acres 61 

Agricultural patents issued. 

Cash entries 41,657 

Locations with military bounty-land warrants 706 

Agricultural college scrip locations 22 

Homestead entries 27,27:1 

Umber culture 791 

Supreme Court scrip locations (private land-scrip locations) 479 

Sioux half- breed scrip 11 

Valentine scrip locations 35 

Choctaw scrip 17 

Locations with scrip issued by surveyors-general (private land-scrip loca- 
tions) • 42 

Dodge scrip 1 36 

Arredondo scrip 41 

Bed Lake and Pembina scrip 21 

Total T 71,131 

Number of patents transmitted 73,172 

REVOLUTIONARY BOUNTY-LAND SCRIP, ACTS OP AUGUST 31, 1852, 
AND JUNE 22, 1860, ISSUED IN VIRTUE OF VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND 
WARRANTS GRANTED FOR SERVICES IN THE WAR OF THE REVO- 
LUTION. 

Three claims of this class, aggregating 4,742$ acres, have been satis- 
fied by the issue of sixty-one pieces of scrip in lien thereof. Three claims, 
calling for 4,170$ acres, have been filed for commutation into such scrip. 
Seventy-seven scrip certificates, the legal money value of which is 
$7,190.48, have been received in payment for public lands. There are 
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now on file in this office 314 claims of like character, the satisfaction of 
which would require the issue of scrip to the amount of 100,294£| acres. 
For the reasons stated in previous reports, very few of the pending 
claims can be perfected, as required by law and the rules and regula- 
tions of the Department founded thereon, so as to warrant issue of 
scrip. 

WAR OF 1812 WARRANTS, ACT OF JULY 27, 1842. 

There are still outstanding and unsatisfied 119 warrants issued under 
said law, calling for the aggregate quantity of 19,680 acres. Only one 
location has been carried into patent. 

PORTERFIELD WARRANTS. 

Forty-two warrants issued under the special act of Congress approved 
April 11, 1860, each for 40 acres, appear to be unsatisfied by the issue of 
patent*. Locations of 111 warrants, calling for 4,453 acres, have been 
patented. 

AGRICULTtTRAL-COLLEGE SCRIP. 

Twenty-two patents were issued upon locations of this scrip, two of 
which were reissues. Nine pieces of scrip, calling for 960 acres, were 
located. 

The following is a statement of the number of acres represented by 
the warrants located in the several land states and territories for the 
year ending June 30, 1885, or not heretofore reported, which warrants 
were issued under the acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and 1855. The aggre- 
gate number of acres is computed at the rate of $1.25 per acre. It does 
not show the exact area of the lands located with the warrants: 

Aoree. 

Alabama. 160 

Arkansas 480 

Arizona 280 

California 2,2(A 

Colorado 160 

Dakota 17,240 

Florida 1,380 

Kansas 1,640 

Louisiana 760 

Michigan 7,480 

Minnesota 440 

Nebraska 1,320 

New Mexico 400 

Montana 160 

Oregon - 1,080 

Washington 160 

Wisconsin 120 

Wyoming 160 

Total 35,620 
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CmditUm of bounty land business under acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and 1855, showing the issues 
emd Uo mUon s from the commencement of operations under said acts to June 30, 1885. 



Grade of warranto. 


Number 
issued. 


Acres 
embraced 
thereby. 


Number 
located. 


A ores 
embraced 

thereby. 


Number 
outstand- 
ing. 


Acres 

embraced 

thereby. 


let of 1847: 

110 acres 


80,672 
7.583 


12,907,520 
303,320 


79,051 
7,075 


12,648.160 
283,000 


1,621 
508 


259,360 


iOacrea 


20,820 




Total 


88,255 


18, 210, 840 


86,126 


12,931,160 


2,129 


279,680 






Act of 1850: 

100 acres 


27.489 

67,713 

103,972 


4,390.240 
4, 617. 040 
4,158,880 


26,845 
56,307 
100,689 


4,295,200 
4,504,560 
4,027,560 


594 
1,406 
3,288 


95,046 
112,480 


80 acres 


40 acres 


131,820 






Total 


189,124 


13, 166, 160 


183,841 


12,827,320 


5,288 


838,840 






Act of 1852: 

100 acres 


1,222 
1,699 
9,070 


195,520 
135,920 
362,800 


1,194 
1,663 
8,880 


191,040 
133,040 
855,200 


28 
36 
190 


4,480 


80 acres ., 


2,880 


40 acres......... 


7,600 






Total 


11,991 


694.240 


11,737 


679.280 


254 


14,960 










Act of 1855: 

160 acres 


114.807 

97,007 

6 

49,446 

859 

540 

5 


18, 369, 120 

11,640,840 

600 

8,955,680 

21,540 

21,600 

50 


109,450 

90,710 

5 

48,079 

318 

466 

8 


17, 512, 000 

10, 885, 200 

500 

8,846,320 

18,780 

18,640 

80 


5,357 
6,297 

1,367 

46 

74 

2 


857,120 


120 acres............ 


755,640 


100 acres 


100 


80 acres 


109,860 


60 acres.. 


2,760 


40 acres 


2,960 


10 acres 


20 










262,170 1 B4uM0.430 


249,026 i 32.281.470 


18,144 


1,727,960 















SUMMARY. 



Act of 1847. 
Act of 1860. 
Act of 1862. 
Act of 1855. 

Total. 



88,256 18,210,840 

189, 124 13, 166, 160 

11,991 | 694,240 

262,170 34,009,430 



551, 540 61, 080, 670 



86,126 
183,841 
11,737 



12, 931, 160 
12,827,320 
679,280 



249,026 I 82,281,470 I 



2,129 

5,283 

254 

18,144 



530,730 58,719,230 20,810 



279,680 

338,840 

14,960 

1,727,960 



2,361,440 
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Work performed in this division during the fiscal year ending Jtme 30, 1885, 

Letters received 60,721 

Letters written and recorded 32,159 

Pages of record covered thereby 20,458 

Entries, locations, &c, posted on record 996,993 

Cases approved for patenting 70,65$ 

Contested oases considered and acted upon 9,902 

Cases approved by board of adjudication, under provisions of sections 2450 

to 2457, Revised Statutes 1,104 

Claims for soldiers' additional entries approved 66 

Number of such claims rejected 64 

Number of such claims re-certified 12 

STATE AND TERRITORIAL GRANTS. 

With the exception of the adjustment of swamp grants, this division 
has now in charge the consideration of the several grants of land to 
states and territories, as well as the reservations in the territories for 
school purposes, this branch of the work having been transferred from 
the pre-emption division September 7, 1885. 

During the fiscal year the following selections of lands were ap- 
proved : 

Acres. 

For school indemnity 67,095.02 

For agricultural colleges 3,108.22 

For universities 59,468.36 

For salt springs 10,351.99 

Total 140,023.59 

This branch of the work is far in arrears. That the work is compli- 
cated is partly due to a quasi recognition by this office in the past of 
the locators of warrants issued by states in satisfaction of certain of 
their grants, as the agents thereof, in making their selections. Such a 
method of selection led to the multiplication of small lists. The files 
of this office became incumbered with warrants that should not have 
been sent up, and increased labor was the result in passing upon invalid 
selections. Where selections were suspended the holders of the war- 
rants clamored for recognition as parties in interest. This statement 
applies especially to Louisiana and California. The above condition of 
affairs existed when Congress passed the act to quiet land titles in Cali- 
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fornia, approved July 23, 1866. In this act purchasers from the state 
are recognized, including, with other of her vendees, the locators of war- 
rants under the internal-improvement grant of September 4, 1841, which 
by act of the legislature was diverted to school purposes. 

Belief was provided in the act of 1866 in cases of irregular selections 
never reported to this office — selections made of land not surveyed by 
the Government. Some of these selections were made under the act of 
1841 ; and as from time to time they are being presented under the act of 
1866, the difficulty of finally fixing upon the particular tracts which the 
state is entitled to obtain by approval to make up the full quautity of 
500,000 acres granted is apparent In order that the grant may be fully 
satisfied with reference to the dates of the selections and the provisions 
of the act of 1866 it will be necessary to make a detailed examination 
as to the status of the tracts claimed by the state, a list of which is in 
the possession of this office. 

Heretofore the agents of the State of California have made large num- 
bers of invalid selections as indemnity under the school grant on account 
of fractional townships or lands alleged to have been lost in the school 
sections numbered 16 and 36. Some were made of lands not subject 
to selection ; others were made upon invalid or defective bases ; and 
duplicate and triplicate selections were made on the same basis. By this 
practice large quantities of the public domain were withdrawn from set- 
tlement or entry, and in many instances valuable timber lands have been 
denuded of their timber under cover of such selections. The evil grew 
until it assumed gigantic proportions. Since the first of last Jaunary 
over one thousand such selections have been canceled. To place a 
check upon the practice mentioned the following instructions were 
issued: 

[Circular.] 

OrSTRUCTIOXS TO REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS RESPECTING INDEMNITY SCHOOL SELEC- 
TIONS. 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, July 23, 1885. 
Begitter* and Receivers of United Stales Land Office*. 

Gentlemen: Indemnity school selections should be so presented that the tract 
■elected may be connected with a specific section or subdivision of a section as the basis 
of the selection, in order that the valfdity of the selection with reference to its basis 
may be determined with directness and without complication. This rule should be 
observed in every case in which a part of the 16th or 36th section, granted for school 
purposes, is lost to the state and indemnity allowed by law ; but where the 16th or 
36th section does not exist in place as land in a township, for the reason that the town- 
ship is fractional because of the closing of the surveys according to bases, meridians, 
correction lines, or state boundaries, or because of the existence of large bodies of 
water, such as oceans, gulfs, bays, bayous, and lakes, it will not be necessary to de- 
scribe the basis further tban to describe the fractional towuship, in its class, as con- 
taining more tban a section, a quarter of a township, one-half of a township, or three- 
quarters of a township. In the latter class of selections, where practicable, not less ' 
than 40 acres, or the area of the tract selected, should A be used as a basis. Where it 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER 01* GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

* 
occurs tbat a fraction in quantity of less than forty acres remains as the basis for a 
selection in a fractional township, or a section or a part of a section lost to the state, 
a specific subdivision, containing a quantity equal to the basis, or a little more or 
less, may be selected, and the state will be credited in the final adjustment of the 
grant with the balance in her favor, if any such balance should then be found to 
exist. 

It having been represented that in the State of California the local officers in some 
of the districts cannot with certainty certify to the validity of the bases used for in- 
demnity school selections on account of the complicated condition of land affairs in 
the state and imperfection of their records, the registers and receivers therein are 
directed, upon the filing of applications to make such selections, to certify as to the 
dates of filing thereof and the condition of their records as to tracts selected and the 
bases used, aud forward the applications to this office by special letters for instruc- 
tions. They will withhold approval of the applications and refuse to receive the legal 
fees until advised by this office that the selections may be admitted. 
Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 
Approved: 

L. Q. C. LAMAR, 

Secretary, 



The following decision will indicate what action is being taken upon 
selections of land by the State of California as school indemnity, de- 
fective as a whole upon the face of the record or embracing tracts 
double minimum in price taken in lieu of single minimum deficiencies: 

[To Register and Receiver, Loe Angeles, Cal., July 9, 1885.] 

On the 18th ultimo a letter was addressed you, signed by the assistant commissioner 
of this office, in the matter of state indemnity school selection, register and receiver 
No. 827, embracing 160 acres double minimum land, selected in lieu of 320 acres single 
minimum deficiency, which selection was found defective because a part of the 
deficiency had previously been satisfied by a selection of 80 acres of single minimum 
land, leaving a balance of 240 acres single minimum, and you were instructed that 
the state would be allowed to elect whether it will accept 120 acres of the land 
selected or make a new selection of other land. This action was inadvertently taken, 
the questions at issue not having received authoritative consideration. These ques- 
tions are : 1st. Whether double minimum land can be selected as indemnity for single 
minimum losses T 2d. Whether defective selections can be allowed to be made of 
record at the local office, the land held ont of market subject to control under the 
selection, and the state be permitted at some future time to amend its selection, or 
to abandon the part not in conflict and select and acquire control over another tract, 
and so to continue this practioe indefinitely T 

The records of this office are incumbered with great numbers of invalid selections 
made by agents of the state. It is apparent that much injustice may be done, both 
to the Government and to persons having rights under the public laws, through such 
irregular practices. A selection defective in part is invalid as a whole upon the face 
of the record, and such selections must not hereafter be allowed by you. 

Upon the first question raised, it is " the departmental rule, governing in all cases 
of such selections," tbat double minimum lands cannot be taken in lieu of single mini- 
mum deficiencies. (State of Florida, 10 Copp, 110.) 

In 1875 Acting Commissioner Curtis, of this office (2 Copp, 86), expressed the 
opinion that the state might be permitted to take half the quantity of double mini- 
mum lands (if outside of railroad limits) in satisfaction of losses in sections 16 and 36. 
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While this view is apparently equitable, it needs the sanction of law to authorize its 
application. I find no such authority in the statutes of the United States or in the 
laws of California. The grant to the state was of specific sections, and indemnity is 
allowed for the area of deficiencies. It is the rule that such deficiencies may be 
satisfied from other lands equivalent in price and quantity. 

It would doubtless be competent for the state to accept one acre of doable mini- 
mum land in satisfaction of two acres of single minimum deficiency, but I do not 
find that the legislature has ever consented to such arrangement. It appears that the 
state surveyor-general has made and accepted such selections, bnt it is quite appar- 
ent that the state may hereafter choose to repudiate his acts as unauthorized and 
refuse to be bound by them. For this office to permit the unauthorized practice to 
continue is to lay up claims against the United States for future embarrassment, 
▼hen, perhaps, all public land in the state has been disposed of. 

Ton will hereafter refuse to allow indemnity selections to be made of double mini- 
mum lands, whether within or without railroad limits, in lieu of single minimum 
deficiencies. 

The letter to you of the 18th ultimo is hereby withdrawn and revoked. 

The positive stand taken by this office in current rulings, that parties 
claiming lands as settlers must make the tracts homes in good faith and 
comply ftdly with legal requirements as to improving and cultivating 
the same, is elaborated in the following instructions and decisions : 

[To Register and Receiver, Watertown, Dak., Hay 2, 1885; case of Henney v*. Peterson.] 

The complaint alleged abandonment. You state that, while claimant's want of resi- 
dence is shown, you do not think the facts stated constitute abandonment. 

Failure of compliance with law is treated as the abandonment of a homestead claim, 
and such failure is charged in the complaint. It does not appear in this case that 
claimant has ever resided upon the land. Occasional visits and staying a few nights 
en a tract is not residence. Homestead entries cannot be maintained by mere per- 
functory acta, nor by improvement and cultivation alone. The law gives a homestead 
for the purpose of a home, not for the purpose of acquiring a title to 160 acres of pub- 
lie land without living on it. 

It is established by the evidence that claimant has not complied with the law in 
respect to residence upon this land. His entry is therefore held for cancellation. 

[To Thomas J. George, Economy, Mo., June 4, 1885. J 

In reply to your letter of the 10th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, you are advised that the residence required upon a homestead is actual bona fide 
inhabitancy. The law gives a homestead for the purpose of a home, not for the pur- 
pose of enabling the en try man to acquire title to a tract of public land without ref- 
erence to its «sea. 

The home contemplated is the home of the family. The residence of the family 
■nut therefore be accounted for, the principle being that the homestead is not merely 
the temporary residence of the head of the family, but the permanent home of all, if 
the homesteader has a family and is living in harmony with them. It is inconceiv- 
able that a homestead entry can be made in good faith when the permanent home of 
the family is somewhere else and there is no intention of their going upon the land 
to live, the family relations being maintained. 

[To Miss Ellen M. Holoomb, Carrington, Dak., June 9, 1885.] 

In reply to your letter of 20th ultimo, inquiring whether a settler can remove 
inprovenieuta from his claim after final proof, you are advised that a legal entry of 
public lands under the homestead and pre-emption laws can be made only when the 
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entryman intends the land for a home and actually lives upon it, and fnrther com- 
plies in good faith with the laws relative to improvement and cultivation. 

The abandonment of residence and removal of improvements upon making pre- 
emption entry or comma ting a homestead indicate, prima facie, that the entry was 
not made in good faith. Entries not made in good faith are liable to contest, inves- 
tigation, and cancellation. 

ITo Receiver B. E. Hutchinson, Aberdeen, Dak., June 10, 1885.] 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 9th inst., referring to register and receiver's let- 
ter addressed to this office February 8, 1883, to which you state you have received no 
response, aud'irom which you quote the following: "The country is covered with 
claims, and thousands of patents have been issned on such proof (one or two days' 
residence a week) in towns and cities of the northwest. Men carrying on business in 
town, and actually living there with their families, take up claims and have a con- 
structive residence on them — mechanics, teachers, laborers, merchants, lawyers, 
bankers, &c. This has been so universal and so long recognized by the department 
that, we have not felt at liberty to refuse entry on such proof, though personally 
aware that the residence was not such as the law originally contemplated." 

You also refer to certain cases where proofs were rejected by you for failure of com- 
pliance with law and your decisions were reversed by this office. 

It is my purpose to enforce the laws of Congress and to require an honest and ac- 
tual compliance with law by claimants under the public-land system, and not to per- 
mit or condone the frauds and evasions to which you refer. This is required by the 
highest consideration of the public interests in the public-land states and territories 
not less than by official obligations. 

I mean that the public-land system shall be honestly administered, that honest 
settlers shall be protected in their right to acquire public lands by an actual inhab- 
itancy of the soil, and that fictitious and fraudulent claims, and claims based upon 
pretexts and " constructive " compliance with the law, shall not be suffered to im- 
pose either upon the Government or upon those citizens who are really settlers in 
good faith. You are authorized and expected to refuse entry in all cases where you 
are not satisfied that the settler has acted in good faith, and that the law has been 
fully and honestly complied with. 

[To Register and Receiver, Huron, Dak., Jane 24, 1886 ; case of John T. Ronayne.] 

I am in receipt of the receiver's letter of May 5, 1885, transmitting the petition of 
John T. Ronayne, asking the reinstatement of his cash entry No. 614, made December 
2, 1883, in support of his homestead entry No. 19780 (Mitchell series), NW. i of Sec. 
31, Tp. 110 N., R. 59 W., made May 8, 1882. 

By letter " C" of September 7, 1883, said cash entry was suspended and Ronayne 
was required to furnish supplemental proof, showing with some degree of accuracy 
the periods during which he was respectively absent from and residing upon his 
claim, as the proof submitted was too indefinite and vague to be of any value in 
determining whether or not he had in good faith endeavored to comply with legal 
requirements as to residence, as it was stated that he had been absent on business, 
not to exceed two or three weeks at any one time. 

Upon your report of January 25, 1884, that Ronayne had been duly notified of such 
action and made no response thereto his cash entry was held for cancellation by 
letter "C" of February 15, 1884, from wbich action you reported, August 8, 1884, he 
had taken no appeal after due notice thereof, and said cash entry was accordingly 
canceled by letter " C " of December 1, 1884. 

* * » « * * * 

It was not intended by the action taken in this case to deprive Ronayne of all 
rights under his homestead entry, which still remains intact, but only to insist that 
before obtaining title to the land he should establish an actual residence thereon 
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and remain there a sufficient length of time to show his good faith. Ronayne's plea 
that he had no means of support is not well taken, for if he had made his entry in 
good faith and continued to reside upon the land, as contemplated by law, it is, I 
think, fair to presume he could have maintained himself by cultivating the soil on 
his own claim, so that he need not have been compelled to return to Iowa and "work 
on his father's farm" for a living. 

In support of the application for relief Ronayne's counsel cite the decision of the 
Department;, made October 31, 1884, in the case of John A. McDonald, a copy of which 
was sent you November 5, 1884. 

I am well aware that the Hon. Acting Secretary accepted as sufficient the slight 
proof of residence submitted by McDonald, and I have not overlooked the recent 
liberal decision of the Department in the case of Lauren Dunlap (3 L. D., p. 
545), but am disposed to regard these decisions rather as having been based upon 
exceptional circumstances than as precedents to be followed by this office in every 
instance where the good faith of a claimant appears questionable, for numerous de- 
cisions have emanated from the Secretary's office (among them Byrne vs. Catlin, 5 
Copp's L. O., p. 146 ; Carland vs. Flanagan, 10 Copp's L. O., p. 40; Plugert v$. Empey, 
11 L. O., 20, 2 L. D., 152; J. H. Abrams, 11 L. 6., 198, 3 L. D., 106; and Cleaves vs. 
French, 12 L. O., 54, 3 L. D., 533) in which a much stricter construction of the law 
has been insisted upon, and which I prefer to follow. 

The petition is denied, and you will advise Ronayne that any defense he may 
have to make in support of his entry should be submitted at the hearing already 
ordered by yon on Gardner's application to contest ; and if he succeeds in that suit, 
there will be no objection to his offering new proof when he can show compliance 
with law. 

[To Register and Receiver, Valentine, Neb , Jane 80, 1885.] 

Referring to the register's letter of the 16th instant, I have to direct that in the 
future yon will be governed by the following instructions relating to proof in sup- 
port of pre-emption claims and homestead entries commuted under section 2301 U. 8. 
Revised Statutes. 

The claimant must show at least six months' residence next preceding date of final 
proof; which must be made on the day and at the place advertised. Residence must 
be actual inhabitancy of, and not occasional visits to, the land. The party must 
actually reside upon, cultivate, and improve the land for at least the period above 
mentioned. Persons doing business in town and residing there or elsewhere than on 
the land entered or filed for, or otherwise not actually living on the land, must not 
be allowed to acquire title thereto by pretexts or assumption of " constructive" resi- 
dence. The character of the improvements and amount of cultivation must be such 
as will evidence entire good faith on the part of the claimant. 

Persons applying to give notice of their intention to submit proof should be advised 
that it will be a useless expenditure of time and money if they will not be able on 
the day fixed to show full and actual compliance with the law. 

In respect to statements made in the affidavits of applicants upon 
making original homestead or timber-culture entry the following rule 
was prescribed : 

[To RegUter and Receiver, Huron, Dak., April 17, 1885.1 

In many instances applicants for homestead and timber-culture entries swear in 
their affidavits that they are " citizens of the United States." 

In future yon will require them to swear specifically whether they are native-born 
«r naturalized citizens or have made declaration of intention relative to citizenship. 
When not "native born," they will be required to furnish record evidence, as pro- 
Tided in instructions previously issued, that they have complied with the law relat- 
ing to citizenship. 

6296 PL 7 
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Reference is made to the following decision defining the character of 
lands that may be appropriated under the timber-culture law : 

[To Register and Beoelver, Deadwood, Dak., May 27, 1885; case of DoUon vs. Thomas.] 

Section 2 of the act of June 14, 1878 (20 Stat., 113), amendatory of certain acts to 
encourage the growth of timber, provides that the person applying for the benefits of 
the act shall make an affidavit, stating, among other things, " that the section of land 
specified in his application is composed exclusively of prairie lands or other lands de- 
void of timber. A prairie is defined to be an extensive tract of land destitute of trees. 
There would seem to be no ambiguity or uncertainty as to the intent and meaning of 
the law. Whether the land is prairie or other lands, it must be destitute or " devoid 
of timber* 1 to be subject to entry under the law for timber culture, and' unless the 
section of land iu which a timber- culture entry is made is of the character named in 
the law such entry would be illegal and should be canceled. It is not claimed or pre- 
tended that the land in question is naturally devoid of timber, but it is claimed on the 
part of the defendant that the quantity of timber growing upon the section is net, nor 
likely to be, sufficient to supply the wants of the number of inhabitants who would 
ordinarily or naturally occupy or inhabit the section; and therefore it is and should 
be subject to timber-culture entry. This, it appears to me, raises an issue altogether 
outside of the case and the law. Whether the quantity of timber growing upon the 
section is or is not sufficient for the purpose claimed is immaterial. The law does not 
provide that in case there is not a certain quantity of timber growing upon the sec- 
tion a timber-culture entry may be made thereon, but it does provide that it must be 
composed exclusively of prairie or other lands devoid of timber, and unless the lands 
are of this class a party seeking to make timber-culture entry thereof cannot truth- 
fully state what he is required to in his affidavit therefor. The most, if not all, of 
the defendant's witnesses state that they cannot say that the section is naturally do. 
void of timber, and they would not undertake to make a timber-culture entry on any 
part of it. 

I am aware, however, that there are certain decisions (Blenker vs. Sloggy, 2 L D., 
267 ; Wheelan vs. Talbot, 2 L. D., 273; Box vt. Ulstein, 11 L. O., 234) which appear 
to support the position of the claimant, but so far as they do 1 cannot but think that 
they are outside of the plain language of the law. In the case of Benedict vs. Boyer 
(9 L. O., 198), which is nearly parallel to the one under consideration, the testimony 
showing that there were from twenty to thirty growing pine trees scattered over the 
hill-sides of the section from 20 to 120 feet high, and fifty-five stumps of trees and 
some birch and other trees whioh measured 5 feet in diameter, and several hundred 
pines from 1 to 15 feet high, it was held that the entry should be canceled. 

See also Linden v$. Gray, 3 Copp's L. O., 181 ; also Nicholas Noelet al., 6Copp's L. 
O., 112, and Foster vs. Patterson, 9 Copp's L. O., 172. 

Notwithstanding, therefore, that it may appear by certain decisions that timber- 
culture entries may be made upon lands not altogether devoid of timber, 1 must, under 
the plain provisions of the law, hold that unless the conditions specified therein exist 
such entries cannot be sustained. 

Your decision is affirmed, and said entry further held for cancellation. 

That under the desert-land law no one may be allowed to acquire by 
entry or through assignments by entrymen more than 640 acres of land 
so long as the title remains in the Government ; that lands which pro- 
duce grass sufficient to make hay, or are partly agricultural in charac- 
ter, are not subject to desert-land entry ; and that proofs showing the 
observance of mere formalities and not actual reclamation of the land 
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will not be admitted, are set forth in the following instructions and 
decisions : 

[To Register and Beoeiver, Lake View, Oregon, April 27, 1885; oase of Peter French et al.] 

On Jane 8, 1883, you were advised of the cancellation of the desert-land entries 
of James A. Jennings, J. M. Dead man, Isaac W. Laswell, John J. Hallett, and Peter 
French (P. C. Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5. and 8) npon the report of Special Agent R. V. Ankeny, 
dated April 4, 1882, showing said entries to be fraudulent, first, because the lands 
were non-desert in character, and, second, because the entries of Jennings, Dead in an, 
Laswell, and Hallett, alleged employes of Peter French, were made in the interest of 
Mr. French, to whom said entries were assigned. You were directed to notify the 
parties and allow them sixty days to show cause why said entries should be reinstated. 

On November 6, 1883, you reported that due notice was given and that no action 
had been taken. Ton were accordingly advised February 13, 1884, that the cancel- 
lations had become final, and you were instructed to hold the lands subject to entry 
by the first legal applicants. Certain entries were subsequently made on a part of 
the lands. 

August 1, 1884, upon the request of attorneys for Mr. French, you were directed by 
telegram not to allow further entries on said tracts until otherwise instrncted. 

On December 20, 1884, upon application of said attorneys for a reinstatement of the 
canceled entries, they were informed that this could not be done on cx-patte statements 
submitted in support of said application, but if it should be shown that Mr. French 
did not receive notice of the cancellations, and if other specified evidence should be 
filed, a hearing might be had to ascertain the facts. 

The affidavit of Mr. French has now been furnished, alleging that he did not re- 
ceive notice of the cancellations, and other affidavits have been filed alleging good 
faith in the several entries, the desert character of the land, and what has been done 
for its reclamation, and also affidavits affecting the integrity of the special agent. 

It appears, however, from the statements of Mr. French, that he is the sole party 
in interest in all these entries, and that the entries made by the other parties were 
assigned to him in 1879, a year prior to the date of final proofs, which were made in 
their names in 1880. 

The assignments were also prior to the date of the decision of Mr. Secretary Sohurs 
of April 15, 1880 (7 Copp, 26), holding desert-land entries unassignable. 

By departmental decision in the case of David B. Dole (11 L. O., 281) it is held 
that such assignments made prior to April 15, 1880, may be recognized, provided the 
assignee does not thereby obtain a quantity of land greater than the amount allowed 
by law to a single entry man. 

The Secretary says: "After different persons have acquired title, each to 640 acres, 
they may undoubtedly sell or assign their rights to the same person, so that he may 
own a much larger acreage than 640 acres. But $o long a* the title remains in the Gov- 
ernment the law in respect to the land must be enforced, and no one may be allowed 
to acquire, directly or indirectly, more than the acreage to which he is expressly re- 
stricted. That is sought to be done in the present case. The land embraced in Bus- 
sard's entry covers 640 acres, and that in Hunt's 520 acres, the two aggregating 1,160 
acres. Recognition of these assignments would therefore allow to Dole 520 acres 
more than the act permits one person to acquire, and would contravene an express 
provision." 

Mr. French having made an entry in his own name, cannot in any event claim the 
benefit of the entries made by Jennings, Deadman, Laswell, and Hallett. 

In the face of positive information that the above-named parties have no inter- 
est in the land entered in their names, but that Mr. French is seeking through those 
entries to acquire title to a large quantity of land, in excess and in evasion of the limi- 
tations of the law, I see no propriety in reopening the oase. 
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The cancellations declared final by my predecessor's letter of February 13, 1884, will 
so remain, and the telegraphic order of August 1, 1884, withholding from entry the 
lands embraced in said canceled entries, is hereby revoked. 

The applications of John Carlisle and Thomas Stewart to file pre-emption declara- 
tory statements on certain of the tracts so embraced, which were rejected by you and 
transmitted here on appeal, are herewith returned, and the same will be allowed at 
of dates of application respectively. 

[To Special Agent George, July 22, 1885.] 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, submitting observations upon desert- 
land entries in Wyoming. You state that such entries are made upon land not desert 
in character, and upon lands in respect to the character of which you are in doubt ; 
also that they are made of subdivisions of sections along streams for 'the purpose of 
controlling the water, and thereby controlling the back oountry. 

The law declares what lands shall be regarded as desert lands under the act. They 
are lands which will not, without irrigation, produce some agricultural crop, and 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office is to make the proper decision and 
determination. It has already been decided that hay is an agricultural crop. Lands, 
therefore, which naturally produce grass sufficient to make hay are not desert lands 
within the meaning of the law. Lands that are partly agricultural and partly desert 
cannot be entered under the desert act. No person is obliged to take an entire sec- 
tion. He can choose a smaller area if he desires, but the land entered must be of the 
proper character in each of its subdivisions. The entry must also be in a compact 
form. Contiguity is not compactness. Entries are not permissible in small sub- 
divisions along streams to control the water supply. 

In making your investigations you will carefully and thoroughly examine the land, 
note its situation, general features, and particular character, and if you find it non- 
desert you will obtain conclusive evidence of that fact. The testimony of persons 
who know the land and are familiar with the character of similar lands should be 
obtained. 

Where lands are found to be desert in fact you will report fully in respect to rec- 
lamation, or the want of it, the facilities for reclamation, and all facts bearing upon 
the question of compliance with law. If you find entries irregularly made, for the 
purpose of fraudulently controlling water or access to other lands, you should specifi- 
cally report the facts so found. 

An important feature of your inquiries will be the ascertainment of the fact whether 
the entries are actually made by the persons in whose names they appear, and for 
their own exclusive use and benefit, or whether they are made by the procurement 
or in the interest of others and to control and monopolize great quantities of land. 
The law restricts entries to 640 acres to anyone person, and evasions of the law for the 
acquisition of a greater acreage by auy person or corporation must be discovered and 
suppressed. Transfers, assignments, and agreements to sell or convey, made before 
patent has issued, are to be inquired into and evidence thereof obtained. 

The control of the land entered is a matter to be particularly embraced in your 
reports. Who claims the land, who uses it, and for what purpose, whether it is a part, 
of some inclosure of public lands, are subjects for special mention. The connection 
between such parties and the entrymen must be ascertained. When you find that 
entries have been falsely made, that perjury and subornation of perjury have been 
committed, or that a conspiracy to defraud the United States is committed, you will 
secure the proper evidence for a criminal prosecution of the guilty parties. 

Ton should take up a range of entries along the valleys of streams or. elsewhere 
and examine each in detail, without waiting for special instructions in partioulax 
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[To Charloa Bradbury, Battle Creek, Idaho, July 23, 1885.] 

Referring to your letter of April 9, 1885, you are advised that final proof on desert- 
land entries must show that the land has actually beeu reclaimed from a desert state 
to an agricultural condition. The raising ot a crop without irrigation is not evidence 
of reclamation. But where land would not, without artificial irrigation f produce any 
agricultural crop, it must be reclaimed by conducting water upon it and upon every 
subdivision of it. There must be a proprietorship of sufficient water to continue the 
irrigation and make the reclamation perpetual, and the reclamation must be proven 
by evidence showing its manner and extent and the results attained, as indicated in 
the forms of proof prescribed by official regulations. 

I shall require evidence that the law has been complied with in form and in spirit. 
I do not think the fact that crops can be raised is established until it is shown that 
eropa have been raised, and it must also be shown that the raising of the crop is the 
result of reclamation, without which the crop could not have been raised. 

The purpose of the desert-land act is not to enable persons to acquire title to 640- 
acre tracts of public land by mere formalities and constructive complianee with the 
law. The purpose is to secure the actual and permanent reclamation of land which in 
a natural state is unproductive. This, it was assumed, would involve an expense 
that persons entering a single quarter section could not be expected to incur. In- 
ducement was therefore held out by the offer of title to a square mile of land, in con- 
sideration of the cost and labor required to be expended upon it in order to bring it 
into a productive condition. That cost and labor is a part of the price of the land — 
a price to be paid to the public by the purchasers in serving a public benefit while 
reaping a private advantage. 

The question before me in any case is one of evidence. Has the stipulated service 
been performed T Has the land been actually reclaimed f If it has, proof can be 
easily furnished, and there can be no hardship in requiring that proof to be con- 
clusive. 

A rale having been adopted that, in publishing notices to make final 
proof under the act of March 3, 1879, the register, in selecting the paper 
for publication under the act (which employs the same language as is 
used in the mineral law in respect to the publication of the notices of 
mineral applicants), may, in the exercise of his discretion, select the one 
practically nearest the land by the usual route of travel, the following 
circular, adhering strictly to the letter of the law, was issued : 

(Circular.] 

publication of notices. 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, April 21, 1885. 
Registers and Receivers United States Land Offices : 

Gentlemen : Referring to circular of this office of July 31, 1884, relative to the 
designation of newspapers for the publication of final-proof notices, you are instructed 
that you have no discretion under the' law to designate any otHer than the newspaper 
M nearest the land" for such purpose when such paper is a " newspaper of general 
circulation, n as defined in said circular. But you will in all cases designate the news- 
paper of general circulation that is published nearest the land, geographically meas- 
ured. When two or more such newspapers are published in the same towu, nearest 
the land, you may select the one which, in your honest and impartial judgment as 
public officers, will best subserve the purpose of the law and general interests of the 
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public. But in no case will yon permit your selections to be governed by prejudice, 
favoritism, or personal interest. 

The circular of July 31, 1884, is modified in accordance herewith. 
For the protection of entrymen you should see to it that newspaper charges do 
not exceed the rates established by state or territorial laws for the publication of 
legal notices, and report to this office should any infraction of this order occur. 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 
Approved : 

L. Q. C. LAMAR, 

Secretary. 

Respecting unlawful control of the public latids, prohibited by the 
act of February 25, 1885, the following letter was written : 

August 15, 1885. 
J. F. Hansford, 

Salina, Cal.: 
You are advised that the act of Congress of February 25, 1885, prohibits the asser- 
tion of unlawful control over public lands or the prevention of settlements by force, 
threat, or intimidation, and that citizens have a remedy for violations of the act by 
laying the proper information before the United States district attorney. Yon have 
also a remedy in the local courts of your county and state for your personal protec- 
tion and the protection of your property. 

It was deemed in the interest of the public service to issue the fol- 
lowing order as to u special " cases and circular as to the distribution 

of blanks: 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C., April 13, 1885. 
No action whatever shall be takeu in any case heretofore made " special n until it 
has been reached in its regular order for examination, except by written order of the 
Commissioner. 

All clerks having upon their desks cases heretofore made "special" which have not 
been reached in their regular order for examination will suspend action thereon and 
indorne on the jackets the following note: " April 13, 1885. Suspended by order of 
the Commissioner until reached in regular order;" after which they will deliver the 
cases to the docket clerk. As such cases reach their desks, from time to time, they 
will at once make a similar disposition of them. 

The docket clerk, upon receiving the cases as above, will place them in the unex- 
amined files, keeping a record of the date of entry and docket number of all cases so 
suspended. When they are reached in their regular order he will again assign them 
for examination. 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner, 

[Circular.] 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, June 24, 1885. 
Registers and Receivers United States Land Offices : 

Gentlemen: Blauk forms of applications, affidavits, proofs, notices, &c, for the 
entry of lands under the public land laws are furnished by this office for the use only 
of claimants personally, and will not hereafter be supplied by you to attorneys, clerks 
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of courts, notaries public, or other officers or persous. You will strictly economize 
the use of blanks now on hand in your respective offices, in accordance with these 
instructions. Sample copies may be furnished for printing, but not otherwise. 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 
Approved : Commissioner. 

L. Q. U. LAMAR, 

Secretary. 

The following report was made respecting entries of lands in the Zuili 
Indian reservation, New Mexico, allowed through erroneous instructions 
given to the local land officers in 1882 as to the location of its northern 

boundary: 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, September 19, 1885. 

8iR : I am in receipt by departmental reference of the 17th ultimo, for report and 
recommendation, of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated 15th 
ultimo, relative to certain homestead and desert-laud entries within the Zufii Indian 
reservation in New Mexico, and recommending the cancellation thereof. 

The entries in question are the following: 

Desert No. 53, made December 26, 1882, by O. B. Stout, for Sec. 18, T. 12 N., R. 16 W. 

Desert No. 54, made December 26, 1882, by William F. Tucker, jr., for Sec. 8, T. 12 
N., R. 16 W. 

Desert No. 62, made January 18, 1883, by Henry W. Lawton, for Sec. 24, T. 12 N. t 
fi. 17 W. 

Homestead No. 1675, made January 27, 1883, by William F. Tucker, jr., for the S. \ 
NE. i and N. * SE. i Sec. 34, T. 12 N., R. 17 W. 

Homestead No. 1678, made January 27, 1883, by Henry Lawton, for the SW. i Sec. 
34, T. 12 N. t R. 17 W. 

By executive order dated March 16, 1877, certain lauds were set apart for the Zufii 

Indians as follows: 

"Executive Mansion, March 16, 1877. 

" It is hereby ordered that the following described tract of country in the Territory 
of New Mexico, viz : Beginning at the 136th mile-stone on the western boundary-line 
of the Territory of New Mexico, and running thence north 61° 45' east 31 miles and 
eight- tenths of a mile to the crest of the mountain a short distance above Nutrias 
8pring; thence due south 12 miles to a point in the hills a short distance southeast of 
the Qjo Pescada ; thence south 61° 45' west to the 148th mile-stone on the western 
boundary-line of said territory ; thence north with said boundary-line to the place of 
beginning, be aud the same hereby is withdrawn from sale and set apart as a reserva- 
tion for the use and occupancy of the Zufii Pueblo Indians. 

"R. B. HAYES." 

At the date of this order the lands were unsurveyed A territorial map of New Mex- 
ico represented the Nutria Springs as located some 3 miles south of the true location 
as afterward found by the township surveys. A pencil line protracted upon the ter- 
ritorial map from the 136th mile-post on the western boundary of New Mexico to the 
point erroneously designated as Nntria Springs brought the northern line of the res. 
erration apparently below the tracts which were afterward, surveyed as Sees. 8 and 
18, T.%2, R. 16, and Sees. 24 and 34, T. 12, R. 17, thus making it appear thac said sec- 
tions and others along the river Nutria, and embracing the cultivated lands and irri- 
gating ditches of the Zufiis, were excluded from the reservation intended to embrace 
them. 

On December 7, 1882, a letter was written in this office to the register and receiver 
at Santa F6, stating that "as near as can be ascertained from our records T. 12 N. 
ef R. 16 W. is outside, while of T. 12 N. of R. 17 W. probably only Sees. 25, 26, 33, 
And 36 are within the reservation." 
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This information was wholly erroneous, and resulted from taking the imaginary line 
projected upon the territorial map as the trne boundary-line, instead of ascertaining 
the true line as nearly as possible by a protraction upon the plats of survey. 

Further, assuming that this imaginary line was the true line, and that to include 
in the reservation the lands intended to be reserved, it appears to have been supposed 
that an amendatory or new order from the President was necessary. Upon recom- 
mendation accordingly an executive order was issued May 1, 1883, amending the 
original order, as follows : 

"Executive Mansion, May 1, 1883. 

14 Whereas it is found that certain descriptions as to boundaries given in an execu- 
tive order issued March 16, 1877, setting apart a reservation in the Territory of New 
Mexico for the Zuni Pueblo Indians, are not stated with sufficient definiteness to in- 
clude within said reservation all the lands specified in and intended to be covered by 
said executive order, especially the Nutria Springs and the Ojo Pescada, said execu- 
tive order is hereby so amended that the description of the tract of land thereby set 
apart for the purposes therein named shall read as follows: 

" Beginning at the 136th mile-post on the west boundary-line of the Territory of New 
Mexico; thence in a direct line to the southwest corner of T. 11 N., R. 18 W. ; thence 
east and north, following section lines, so as to include Sees. 1, 12, 13, 14, 22, 24, 25,. 
26, 27, 28, 32, 33, 34, 35, and 36, in said township ; thence from the northeast corner 
of said township, on the range line between ranges 17 and 18 W., to the third cor- 
rection linte north ; thence east on said correction line to the nearest section line in R. 
16, from whence a line due south would include the Zuni settlements in the region of 
Nutria and Nutria Springs and the Pescada Springs ; thence south, following section 
lines to the township line between townships 9 and 10 N., R. 16 W. ; thence west 
on said township line to the range line between ranges 16 and 17 W. ; thence in a 
direct line to the 148th mile-post on the western boundary line of said territory - 
thence north along said boundary-line to place of beginning. 

"CHESTER A. ARTHUR.* 

It now appears from an examination of the township surveys that the last execu- 
tive order was unnecessary for the purpose for which it was intended. The order of 
March 16, 1877, established " the crest of the mountain a short distance above Nutria 
Spring" as the northeastern boundary of the reservation. In defining the northern 
boundary-line this point must be reached wherever it might be found to be upon 
actual survey. It is immaterial whether the proper course and distance was given in 
the executive order or not, as in the absence of a survey it is impossible to designate 
these with accuracy, and it is an established rule that courses and distances yield to 
natural objects. 

The reservation created by executive order in 1877 extended northeasterly from 
the 136th mile-stone on the western boundary of New Mexico to the crest of the mount- 
ain a short distance above Nutria Springs, thence south to a point in the hills a short 
distance southeast of the Ojo Pescada, thence southwesterly to the 148th mile-stone,, 
thence north to the place of beginning. 

I transmit herewith a diagram showing these lines approximately according to* 
localities shown by the township surveys of the lines prescribed iu both executive 
orders — yellow lines marking the boundaries of the reservation created by executive 
order iu 1*877, and the red lines the boundaries designated in the order of 1883. The 
eastern and southern lines so shown may be subject to some modification, as thefextent 
of Zuni settlements east of Nutria Springs, which governs the eastern boundary under 
the order of 1883 has not yet been ascertained ; and it may be necessary, upon further 
survey, to carry the northern line under the order of 1877 slightly farther east, or north 
and east, in order to reach the crebt of the mountain above Nutria Springs. The 
diagram is, however, sufficient for present purposes. It is clearly shown that Sees. 8 
and 18, T. 12, R. 16, and Sees. 24 and 34, T. 12, R. 17, are in any event wholly within 
the boundaries of the reservation as established in 1677. 
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The pencil lines npon this diagram, cornering at the northeast in Sec. 20, T. 12, R. 
16, show the formerly supposed boandaries of the reservation as projected npon the 
unsarveyed territorial map. These lines explain the cause of the erroneous in forma* 
tioo given to the register and receiver by this office in December, 1882. Such error 
does not, however, change the actual reservation established by the President. That 
remains (or remained until the order of 1883), and force must be given to it, notwith- 
standing any mistake which may have heretofore been made in defining it. 

In the case of Dubuque, &c, Railroad Company v$* Des Moines Valley Railroad 
Company (109 U. S., 329) the court, treating upon this point, said: 

" The state claimed the lines along the river, and the reservation as promulgated was 
of what was claimed. No one now supposes the last branch was in fact the Dea 
Moines ri ver. It is undoubtedly true that at some time some officers of the Government, 
as well as some officers of the state, supposed the branch was the main river, and acted 
accordingly ; but that does not change the geographical fact that what was taken for 
the river was only a branch. The lists of selections along the branch, and their approval 
by the Secretary, were mistakes which the record shows were corrected in the final set- 
tlements between the state and the United States by allowances in account. The same 
Bay be said of the marks on the plats sent out from the General Land Office to the local 
land officers. They were clerical mistakes, growing out of an imperfect knowledge 
of the country. They did not change the reservation, but only gave wrong informa- 
tion as to what it was. There is no question of estoppel as a consequence of the mis- 
take involved. The railroad grant of 1856 was subject to the reservation for the river 
grant. There is no pretense of fraud anywhere, and the record does not show 
(hat the conduct of appellants or their grantors has been in any way influenced by 
the plate or the unauthorized selections and certificates. They knew, or ought to have 
known, that the reservation was confined to the river lands, and that the branch waa 
not the river. Henoe the reservation is to have effect according to its terms, and not 
according to any mistaken interpretation which may at some time have been given 
to it." 

In the present case there was a mistake in the information given to the local offi- 
cers growing out of an imperfect knowledge of the country, but this did not change 
the reservation. The en try men knew, or ought to have known, that the reservation of 
1877 extended to and above and included Nutria Springs. 

They also knew, or ought to have known, that homestead entries are not allow- 
able upon such lands, and that desert entries cannot be made upon improved and 
irrigated lands. One or more of the entrymen are officers of the army, and army 
officers eannot make legal homestead entries, because they cannot comply with the 
requirements of the homestead laws. 

If the land had not been reserved prior to the homestead and desert entries in 
question, those entries would be invalid, because made upon land otherwise not sub- 
ject thereto, and the homestead entries would further have been invalid for disquali- 
fication of the entrymen. 

But the reservation of the land prior to the date of said entries disposes of the 
whole matter and renders a consideration of other questions unnecessary. 

On August 16, 1883, Capt. H. W. Lawton applied to make final proof on home- 
stead entry No. 1678. His application was rejected by the register and receiver 
and he appealed to this office. No action has been taken on this appeal because of 
a direction given by your predecessor October 8, 1883, that nothing be done in the 
ease until further orders. 

I respectfully recommend that I be now directed to take the proper steps to dis- 
pose of these entries in accordance with law and the facts in the case. 

The letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Commtitioncr. 

Secretary of the Interior . 
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UNITED STATES LAND OFFICES. 



Alabama : 

Huntsville. 

Montgomery. 
Arkansas : 

Little Rock. 

Camden. 

Harrison. 

Dardanelle. 
Arizona Trr.: 

Prescott. 

Tucson. 
California : 

San Francisco. 

Marysville. 

Humboldt. 

Stockton. 

Visalia. 

Sacramento. 

Loa Angeles. 

Shasta, 

Susan villo. 

Bodie. 
Colorado: 

Denver City. 

Leadville. 

Central City. 

Poeblo. 

Del Norte. 

Lake City. 

Durango. 

Guunison. 

Glenwood Springs. 
Dakota Trr.: 

Mitchell. 



I Dakota Trr.— Cont'd. 

I Watertown. 

II Fargo. 

II Yankton. 

Bismarck. 

Dead wood. 
'I Grand Forks. 

Aberdeen. 

Huron. 

Devil's Lake. 
Florida : 

Gainesville. 
Idaho Trr.: 
| Boise City. 

Lewiston. 

Oxford. 

Hailey. 

Cceur d'Alene. (a) 
Iowa: 

Des Moines. 
Kansas: 

Topeka. 

Sallna. 

Independence. 

Wichita. 

Kirwin. 

Concordia. 

Lamed. 

Wa-Keeny. 

Oberlin. 

Garden City. 
Louisiana : 

New Orleans. 

Natchitoches. 



Michigan : 
Detroit. 
East Saginaw. 
Reed City. 
Marquette. 

MlNKRSOTA: 

Taylor's Falls. 
Saint Cloud. 
Dulutb. 
Fergus Falls. 
Worthlngton. 
Tracy. 
Benson. 
Crookston. 
Redwood Falls. 

Ml8SI68D?PI : 

Jackson. 
Missouri : 

Boonville. 

Iron ton. 

Springfield. 
Montana Trr.: 

Miles City. 

Helena. 

Bozeroan. 
Nebraska : 

Beatrice. 

Lincoln. 

Niobrara. 

Grand Island. 

North Platte. 

Bloomington. 

Neligb. 



Nebraska— Cont'd. 

Valentine. 

McCook. 
Nevada : 

Carson City. 

Eureka. 
New Mexico Trr.: 

Santa Fe. 

LasCruces. 
Oregon : 

Oregon City. 

Roseburg. 

Le Grand. 

Lakeview. 

The Dalles. 
Utah Trr.: 

Salt Lake City. 
Washington Ter.: 

Olympia. 

Vancouver. 

Walla Walla. 

Spokane Falls. 

North Yakima. 
Wisconsin : 

Menasha. 

Falls of St. Croix. 

Wausau. 

La Crosse. 

Bayfield. 

Eau Claire. 
Wtomhcg Trr.: 

Cheyenne. 

Evans ton. 



Note. — By act of July 81, 1876, the land offices in Ohio, Indiana, ajid Illinois were abolished ; and by 
act of March 8, 1877, the vacant tracts of public land in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois are made subject 
-to entry and location at the General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 

a Office established, but business not commenced prior to close of the fiscal year. 
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D.-PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS DIVISION. 



The cases coming properly under this designation are those having 
their origin in some form of concession from a foreign government be- 
fore the acquisition by the United States of the territory in which they 
are located, and are embraced within the purchases of Louisiana and 
Florida, the cession made by Mexico by the treaty of Guadalupe Hi- 
dalgo, and the subsequent Gadsden purchase. This division also has 
in charge the examination, location, and patenting of donation claims 
in the State of Oregon and the Territories of Washington, New Mexico, 
and Arizona, and of certain Indian claims, with the issuing of scrip in 
satisfaction of confirmed claims where the land confirmed has been dis- 
posed of by the United States, with the examination and authentica- 
tion of other scrip issued for like purpose, and with other matters in the 
service of character similar to the foregoing. 

During the last fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, the work done in the 
division was as follows : 

California private land claims patented 2 

New Mexico, Oregon, and Washington Territory donation land claims patented 59 

Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida private land claims patented 14 

Hew Mexico private land claims patented 1 

Indian claims patented 1,458 

Entries, with certificates of location, act June 22, I860, and supplemental legis- 
lation (Supreme Court scrip), finally approved 61 

Case in Florida for which scrip has issued 1 

Komber of New Mexico donation claims canceled 226 

Total 1,822 

In addition to the foregoing there have also been examiued, approved, 
and passed for patenting 567 entries, made with certificates of location 
iwaed under the acts of Jane 2, 1858, June 22, 1860, &c. 

The total number of letters received in this division of the office dur- 
ing the fiscal year was 1,318, and the total number written was 1,530, 
covering 1,269 pages of record. 

Examinations have been made in a large number of cases, some of 
which have been passed for patenting, while others have been suspended 
on account of imperfections, and are now subjects of correspondence or 
have been returned to the local officers for amendment or further proof. 
A number of cases have been decided and are now on appeal or await- 
ing the expiration of the time within which appeal may be taken, or, 
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having been decided on appeal, are now awaiting the execution of the 
decision by the proper officers. 

The following statement is submitted with regard to the condition of 
the work in the division at the beginning of the current year : 

California oases docketed and not finally adj udicated 13 

Confirmed New Mexico and Colorado private land claims reported and not finally 

adjudicated 27 

New Mexico and Arizona donations reported and not finally adjudicated 115 

Oregon and Washington Territory donations reported but not finally settled . . 104 

Scrip cases (act June 2, 1858) reported and awaiting action 94 

Claims reported under act June 22, 1*60, and supplemental legislation, to be 

reported to- Congress by this office 2 

Florida and Louisiana cases awaiting action 24 

Claims within limits of Las Animas grant in Colorado, in which awards were 
made by register and receiver at Pueblo under act of February 25, 1869, not 

adjudicated 5 

Claims within limits of Las Animas grant in Colorado rejected by the register 
and receiver under act of February 25, 1869, on file, exclusive of one disposed 
of in 1674 and one withdrawn 24 

ALLEGED PRIVATE LAND GRANT OF MICHAEL PERALTA. 

The following correspondence was bad respecting the alleged private 
grant of land in Arizona to Michael Peralta, containing information 
respecting the manner of making grants of land and record of the same 
by the Spanish government and the probable present location of such 
of the archives relating to them as remain in existence : 

Department of State, 
Washington, April 19, 1884. 
8ir : I have the honor to forward herewith, in connection with previous correspond- 
ence, a copy of a dispatch, No. 785, of the 4th instant, wherein Mr. Morgan, our min- 
ister at the city of Mexico, incloses a note from that government to him, stating that 
every facility will be extended to the agents of the United States who are to visit 
Mexico for the purpose of investigating the alleged Peralta land grant in Arizona 
Territory. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

FREiyK T. FRELINGHUY8EN. 
Hon. H. M. Teller, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

[Inclosore,] 

No. 785.] Legation op the United States, 

Mexico, April 4, 1884. 
8iR : Referring yon to my dispatch No. 752, 18th of February, 1884, in which I in- 
closed a copy of a note addressed by me toSefior Fernandez, in which I had requested, 
under instructions contained in your dispatch No. 499, 28th January last, that the 
agents which the United States Government proposed sending to Mexico for the pur- 
pose of investigating the alleged Peralta land grant be authorized to make a fall 
and free investigation of the archives of the country, in order that they might be able 
to ascertain, if possible, whether any such grant had ever been made, I now inclose 
herewith a translation of Selior Fernandez' reply to my note above referred to, from 
which you will observe that the Mexican government will do everything in its power 
to facilitate the investigations proposed to be made by the agent of the United States. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P.H.MORGAN. 
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Senor Fernandez to Mr. Morgan. 
flnclosure in No. 785— Translation.] 

Department fob Foreign Relations, 

Mexico, February 16, 1884. 
Mr. Minister : In reply to your Excellency's note of the 14th instant, I beg to say 
that not only will no objection be made thereto, but, on the contrary, it will afford me 
great pleasure to issue the necessary orders to the custodian in chief of the public 
archives of the nation to permit Messrs. A. Zabioski and R. C. Hopkins to make the 
required examination with reference to the concession of 300 square leagues of land 
in the Territory of Arizona, United States of America, which it is pretended was made 
by a king of Spain to one of his subjects. 
I renew to your Excellency the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

• JOSfi FERNANDEZ. 
His Excellency P. H. Morgan. 

Subsequently a note from the Mexican department of foreign rela- 
tions, inclosing a report on the snbject by the chief of the general 
archives, was received by the State Department, of which the following 

are translations : 

Department for Foreign Relations, 

Mexico, June 17, 1884. 
Mr. Minister : Referring to your Excellency's note of the 9th of May last, I have 
the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the report made by the chief of the general 
archives upon the several points propounded by your Excellency upon the concession 
of lands said to have been made in Arizona to Don Miguel Peralta, under instructions 
from King Don Fernando VI, of Spain, on the 20th of December, 1748. 

Tour Excellency will see that this department has done everything it has been pos- 
sible for it to do to comply with the wishes of the Government of the United States 
of America. 
I renew to your Excellency the assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

JOSfi FERNANDEZ. 
His Excellency P. H. Morgan. 

[A stamp with the following inscription : General and public archives of the na- 
tion, Mexico. ] 

In compliance with your instruction of May 12, 1884, I have the honor to render 
the following report upon various points, submitted by Mr. Morgan, United States 
minister, in the name of his Government, and in reference to the concession of lands 
in Arizona made to Mr. Michael Peralta on the recommendation of King Fernando 
VT, of Spain, dated December 20, 1748, by Augustus Ahumada y Villalon, viceroy at 
that time of New Spain, on the 20th of January, 1758, and confirmed, as it is said, by 
King Charles III on the 20th of January, 1772. 

The points referred to are the following : 

( I) A search, as scrupulous as possible, is solicited to be made, and also to communi- 
cate whatever data may be obtainable that have a bearing on said documents. 

It appears that under date of December 6, 1883, and at the request of Mr. R. C. 
Hopkins, it pleased you to have the same identical search made by the employe's of 
this office, for the purpose of exhibiting to the interested party the documents he 
desired to examine. * 

Regarding this concession Mr. Hopkins said in his petition, quoted in the order 
referred to, that he " had in his possession a copy with the seal of the Inquisition and 
certified by the secretaries of the tribunal, Messrs. August Anthony Carrills y Col- 
lantee and Joseph de la Ceda y Debago, and also by Mr. Joseph de Aval, as notary. 1 ' 
He solicited permission to examine the original signatures of King Charles III and 
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the archives of the vice-royalty of 1758, and also the archives and the seal of the 
royal tribunal of the Inquisition of the year 1757. 

The search being made at that time and repeated to-day, no record has been found 
relating to the said grant under the following headings : "Grants," "Lands," "Royal 
decrees and internal provinces." •• 

Mr. Hopkins was shown various printed signatures of King Charles III, as no 
original ones are on file, the seals of the Inquisition, and he was informed that there 
was no record of said grant. 

The search having been repeated, as aforesaid, to comply with the request made 
by Minister Morgan in the name of the Government of the United States, no better 
result has been obtained. 

(2) What rule appears to have been observed in Mexico at the time the document 
above referred to is said to have been executed f Were the original concessions, rec- 
ommendations, &c, filed as records or copies of the same? Did the government put 
on file the originals or the copies f Did the grantees receive the originals or copies 
of the same f 

The viceroy and the royal supreme court generally made the grants of land and 
water-rights in the name of His Majesty the King of Spain, keeping a certified copy 
on file in the section of grants, and the original document was delivered to the in- 
terested party as a safeguard for his title. 

Moreover, the governors had the faculty to make concessions of land by "capitula- 
tion" in the respective provinces committed to their charge, and thus Nueva Leon 
was governed in 1509 by General Louis Carbajal y de la Guerra. The said capitula- 
tion was understood to be a pact between the sovereign and the delegate charged 
with attending to colonization, the latter binding himself in the pact aforesaid to 
carry out the conquest at his own expense, receiving in return the government of the 
new province, not only for life-time, but even for another generation, allowing him to 
appoint his successor. 

Until 1758, the year in which the royal decree was issued which authorized the 
viceroys and presidents of the royal supreme court to appoint sub-delegates and to 
confirm the concessions of lands made by the latter in New 8pain, application waa 
made through the royal council of the Indies to the King of Spain for the confirmation 
of these concessions. For the better understanding of this subject I shall quote some 
of the dispositions and ancient proceedings observed in New Spain respecting the 
distribution of lands and water-rights. 

The Emperor Charles V directed by royal decree of June 26, 1523 (law 1, title xii, 
book 12 of the revised statutes of the Indies), that the viceroys and governors, having 
the power, should determine the lands and lots needed by every new town and settle- 
ment thereafter founded and established, and which could be given to them without 
prejudice of any third party, rendering an account of what bad been apportioned to 
each one, in order that " we may have the same confirmed." 

In order to supply the deficiency noted in the laws of the Emperor Charles, King 
Pbilip I directed in another decree, issued at Pardo on the 1st of December, 1573 (law 
8, title iii, book 6), that the newly-formed villages and missions should be endowed 
with lands, water-rights, woods, entries and outlets, fields and commons, the latter 
to be a league in length, where the Indians might keep their cattle without its ming- 
ling with that of the Spaniards. 

Another decree of Charles V, issued in 1533 (law 7, title iv, book 17 of the revised 
statutes of the Indies), provided also that the woods, pasture-grounds, and water- 
courses of the places and forests comprehended in the grants of dominion in the Indiea 
then made or to be made should be common to both Spaniards and Indians. " Accord, 
jngly we charge the viceroys and royal supreme court with the observance and execu- 
tion of the same." 

Subsequently, in 1541, the same emperor directed (law 5 of the title and book quoted) 
hat the pasture-grounds, woods, and water-courses should be held in common in 
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the Indies. And as some persons, without any title from His Majesty, held and occu- 
pied large tracts of land, nobody should be permitted to construct fences and farm- 
bouses and fetch his oattle there unless they were common to all the settlers, any- 
thing to the contrary of any ordinances and dispositions notwithstanding. 

By virtue of the laws aforesaid, and for their better and more exact compliance, 
his Excellency the Marquis of Jalces, viceroy of New Spain, decreed, under date of 
May 26, 1567, the publication and observance of the ordinances that still retain his 
name, being corrected and confirmed by decree of June 4, 1567. This royal decree 
was confirmed by that of King Ferdinand VI, under date of July 20, 1595. 

LAWS RKFKRRED TO IN THE PRECEDING DECREES. 

Law 12, title xii, book 4 of the revised statutes of the Indies, made by the Emperor 
Charles V at Valladolid on the 12th of March, 1550. It provides that the cattle estate* 
be kept separately from the villages and cornfields of the Indians. 

Law 20, title iii, book 6, of the code aforesaid, made by King Philip III on the 10th 
of October, 1618. Near the missions there shall be no cattle estates. 

Law 19, title ix, book 6, made by the Emperor Charles V at Valladolid on the 2d of 
May, 1549. Indian agents shall keep the laws and not rear hogs in their villages. 

Law 18, title xii, of book 4, made by King Philip IV at Madrid on the 16th of March, 
1648. Lands shall be reserved for the Indians. 

Law 14, title iii, book 6, of the same code, made by King Philip III on the 20th oi 
October, 1598. In suits respecting missions ( " reduociones," t. e. , villages of converted 
Indians) the provisions of this law shall be observed. 

Balthasar Ladron de Guevara, senior judge of the supreme court, said in 1789, re- 
specting the division of lands, in a report to the viceroy, Manuel de Flores, among 
other things, what follows : 

" I presume that immediately after the conquest of these possessions, and with a 
view to facilitate the settling of Spaniards and the cultivation of their immense terri- 
tory, the viceroys made many liberal and gratuitous grants for rearing cattle and 
establishing plantations without any further formality than the survey made by judi- 
cial officers of the limits fixed by the pretenders, and which, as a general rule, com- 
prised a much greater number of ' sitios ' than was presented to them. The judicial 
commissioners rendered their report, and some more tracts of land were occupied,, 
without any other title than the facility of their acquisition, by reason of the abund- 
ance and because there was nobody to reclaim them. The commencemen t of the last 
century marks the beginning of the sales of un tilled lands and the revision of the 
titles of those usurped on the strength of the vice-regal dispositions, and toward the 
end of the same century the council to whom His Majesty had delegated the inspec- 
tion and government of this branch of the royal treasury began to appoint ministers 
of the royal supreme court. Subsequently the powers aforesaid devolved upon the 
department secretaries of the government of the Indies. As soon as the sub-delegated 
ministers commenced to exercise their functions they dispatched commissioners to all 
the principal places of their district, which was New Spain, and included the province 
known as New Galioia. 

u Of the time that follows I know nothing until the year 1735. In this year a royal 
decree was issued, under date of November 24th, which renewed what had been de- 
termined already by law 16, title xii, book 4, of the revised statutes of these kingdoms 
aid the decree from which it was taken. Said decree directed that the conveyances 
sad amendatory dispositions required royal confirmation. 

"The faculty of granting lands and water-rights was also vested in the superior 
board of the royal treasury and the inspectors, according to article 81 of the ordi- 
nance of 1786, and some captains of fortresses. 

"The proceedings for the adjudication of untilled lands customary in 1777 must 
have been the same, in my belief, as those practiced in 1756, in which year the grant 
of tfeo Marquis de las Amarillas to Michael Peralta is said to have been made, as there- 
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is no reason to believe the contrary. It has appeared convenient to me to refer to 
1777, as the proceedings of that year are quite niinuiely stated to have been the fol- 
lowing : 

"1. Writing of the applicant sabmltted to the special judge of land and water 
rights. 

" 2. Writ of attorney-general. 

"3. Attorney's report authenticated by notary, or what was called 'acordado.' 

"4. Transmission of the * acordado' to the governor of the province where the 
application was made. 

"5. Proceeding ('paso') of the lieutenant-general of the province. 

'.'6. Proceeding of the justice of the town where the application was made. 

"7. Writ of execution. 

" 8. Writ of order to publish warrant. 

"9. Writ of publication requiring the interested parties to present witnesses. 

" 10. Testimony of the witnesses. 

" 11. Writ to summon the owners of adjoining lands, if there be any. 

" 12. Summons to the same parties. 

" 13. Reply of the same. 

" 14. Appointment of experts. 

"15. Idem of interpreter. 

" 16. Acceptance of the charge. 

" 17. Writ to visit place of proceedings. 

" 18. Ocular examination. 

" 19. Notice that survey and ocular examination have been terminated. 

"20. Measurement with cord. 

"21. Beginning of the measurement of the land. 

"22. Continuation of the measurement with cord. 

"23. Notice that measurement has been concluded and report of the result 
obtained. 

"24. Declaration showing the extent of the land that has been measured. 

"25. Map of the land. 

"26. Appraisement. 

"27. Opinion of the judge of the proceedings, declaring whether there is or not 
prejudice of a third party, and if land can be granted. 

"28. The record of the proceedings is delivered under seal, to be transmitted to the 
special judge of lands and water-rights, who resided in Mexico. 

"29. The special judge ordered the records to be referred to the attorney-general. 

"30. Opinion of the attorney-general of the proceedings. 

"31. Decision of judge : comply with the instructions of the attorney-general. 

"32. The royal officers are instructed to receive the sum for which the land was 
adjudged. 

"33. Receipt of said sum. 

"34. Transmission to attorney-general for confirmation. 

"35. Issue of grant. 

"For further details, see ordinances of lands and water-rights, pages 117 to 128." 

3. Was any record kept in Madrid of the concessions made by the viceroy of New 
Spain on the recommendation of the kings of Spain f 

Undoubtedly such record was kept in the archives of the Indies, as it is generally 
known that the viceroy reported his most ordinary acts to the king, such for instance 
as the appointment of such and such a person as lieutenant, inasmuch that it is only 
reasonable to presume that in matters of real importance the execution of his order 
must have been communicated when the grant referred to was made. 

Moreover, it is to be believed that no royal decree, superior order, or any other 
document whatever, was issued in any of the departments of His Majesty the King 
of Spain without retaining an authenticated copy as record of the proceeding. As in 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 113 

(be present case it is alleged that the grant made by the Marquis de las Amarillas to 
Mr. Michael Peralta in 1758 was confirmed by King Charles III in 1772, it is safe to . 
presume that, not encountering in this office the royal decree conveying the said con- 
firmation, it may be found in the archives of *' Simancas," which contain those of the 
Indies accumulated dnring the time of the vice-regal government, and which pertain 
to the country formerly known as New Spain. 

1 am further inclined to believe that in the archives of the royal supreme court 
of Gnadajara there may be some record of said grant, as this court also possessed the 
faculty to make grants of land and corresponded directly with the king. 

The general commander of the internal provinces also corresponded directly with the 
king, and among the many extensive faculties he had it is not unlikely that he exer- 
cised the one of granting land situated within the territory of his jurisdiction, which 
comprised New Biscay, New Mexico, Texas, Coahuila, Sonora, and what is known as 
"Arizona." 

It is also possible that the grant for which the search has been made was among 
these genera) archives and lost in the year 1840, when the said archives were taken 
out of this office and the package used to form a breastwork in the main entrance of 
the national palace, kuown as the "entry of honor." 

After the revolutionary movement was suppressed many packages were lost and 
few returned to this office, in«uch disorder as arose from the cause aforesaid. 

In 1871 Mr. Valente Has, general director of the general archives of the depart- 
ment confided to your honorable trust, said, in reply to an instruction of Minister 
Mariscal requiring a search to be made for documents of a certain estate called " San 
Andres," and situate in Lower California, as follows : 

"All the titles of lands, writs, and other documents relating to Lower California and 
other departments comprised in the territory that was ceded to the Government of 
the United States in conformity with the treaty of Guadalupe, concluded on the 2d 
day of February, 1848, were delivered in accordance with the same treaty to the com- 
mission which said Government sent to this capital for that purpose in the years 1849 
to 1850, and consequently are not to be found in these archives. 

"For the same reason it is useless to search for those relating to the aforesaid San 
Andrea, and which are solicited by Dr. J. L. Ord. There is no official record in this 
office respecting the removal of said documents and the existence of said commission, 
but several old employes of the same testify to that effect, and their testimony appears 
to be corroborated by the entire absence of the titles, writs, &c, observed in these 
general archives in regard to the lands which are the subject of this report. 

14 1 believe, however, and I take the liberty to invite your attention thereto, that a 
record of this event must be on tile among the documents which form the archives of 
the department confided to your honorable trust. 

"lhave been told by various persons that the documents relating to said estates were 
destroyed in a conflagration which took place in the United States, which fact, if it 
occurred, is, as may be presumed, kuown to the American Government." 

Of the several documents that have been called for at this office respecting the con- 
cession of lands situate within the territory ceded to the United States by the treaties 
of Guadalupe, dated February 2, 1848, and that of Mesilla, dated December 30, 1853, 
the only ones found are the royal decrees and sentence of the superior board of the 
royal treasury confirming the grant made to Mr. Francis Balli of twenty-five " sitios 
degaftado mayor" on the 17th of January, 1804, of laud near Reynosa, iu Cameron 
county, which formerly belonged to New Santander. Authenticated copies of these 
documents were given to Mr. Frederick Hall on the 1st of September, 1883. 
In conclusion, 1 have the honor to add the following summary of my report, stating : 

1. That twice, and with due care, search has been made for the grant made to Mr. 
Michael Peralta in 1758, referred to in your instructions of December 6, 1883, and 
Kay 12 of the current year, without having fonnd anything relating to said grant. 

2. That the rule observed during the time of the vice-regal government, when the 
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said document is said to have been issued, is that expressed in the account of the pro- 
ceedings of 1777, insomuch as the issue of the grant is concerned. 

The confirmation was made by royal decree in cases like the present one, it being 
alleged that said grant was confirmed by King Charles III of Spain, and the grant, 
executed in customary form and style, was delivered to the village or the grantee after 
an authenticated copy of the same had been filed in the section of "grants." 

It is very probable that among the archives of the Indies, now kept at Simancas, 
in Spain, a record may be found of the documents called for, in view of the fact that 
even the most ordinary acts were reported explicitly to the King of Spain by the 
viceroys, especially so when, as in the present case, a special mandate of the sover- 
eign had been issued previously. 

In transmitting the present report for your information I believe I have complied 
with your instruction relating to the points submitted by Mr. Morgan. 

Liberty and Constitution. 

Mexico, June 14, 1884. 

JUSTINO BUBIO. 

To the Secretary of State in charge of the Department of Foreign Relatione. 

The following correspondence between tbe Spanish government and 
that of this country develops the fact that the Peralta claim is not of 
record in the official archives of the former : 

Department op State, 

Washington, January 12, 1885. 
Sir : Referring to your letters of the 30th July and of February last, I have the 
honor to inclose a copy of a dispatch from Spain touching tbe Peralta grant, Ari- 
zona Territory. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

FRED'K T. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
Hon. H. M. Teller, 

Secretary of the Interior. 



Legation of the United States, 

Madrid, December 24, 1884. 

Sir: Referring to the Department's instructions Nos. 129 and 224. and to Mr. Fos- 
ter's reply No. 264, 1 have now the honor to inclose herewith a copy of the reply 
of the sub-secretary of Ultramar to Mr. Foster's application in the matter of the 
"Peralta" grant. 

It will be observed from the letter of the sub-secretary that the original copy of the 
" Peralta" grant does not seem to be among the archives of the Indies at Seville, but 
that there is a similarity between the signature of Carlos III attached to other doc- 
uments on file there and that as shown in the photograph forwarded with your No. 
224. 

The chief of the archives at Saville reports, however, that the original document 
may possibly be found among the archives at Simancas. I have consequently re- 
quested the minister of Fomento, under whose department the archives at Simancas 
oome, to be good enough to cause search to be made for the original document and 
to aid in the search. I have sent him the photograph above referred to, which was 
returned to me by the sub-secretary of Ultramar. 

With a view to complying with your instruction No. 283, I have requested of the 
minister of state a photograph of the autographic signature of Carlos III, and the 
minister has replied, by note dated the 19th instant, that he has referred the request 
to the superior chief of the palace. 

I have, <&c, DWIGHT T. REED. 

Hon. Fred'k T. Frelinghuysen, 

Secretary of State. 
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Department of State, 
Washington, April 16, 1885. 
Sir : Referring to the letters of your Department of the 30th July last and of Feb r 
rnary, 1884, I have the honor to inclose a copy of a diapatch from Spain, additional 
to the one sent your Department on the 12th January last, touching the "Peralta 
land grant," and a/ac simile of the autograph of Charles III of Spain, received there, 
with. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

T. F. BAYARD. 
Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, 

Secretary of the Interior. 



No. 316.] Legation op the United States, 

Madrid, March 26, 1885. 
Referring to the Department's instruction No. 283, and to my reply No. 275, I have 
now the honor to inclose herewith a/ac simile of the autograph of Carlos III, and of 
a copy and translation of a note from the minister of state transmitting the same to 
me. As will be observed by the note of the minister, the character of the document 
would not permit of a photographic copy being taken. 

With further reference to my No. 275, 1 beg to state that I have received a note from 
the minister of Fomento inclosing to me the reply of the director of the archives at 
Si mancas, stating that careful search had been made and that the so-called " Peralta 
grant" does not exist among those archives. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c, • 

DWIGHT T. REED. 
Hon. T. F. Bayard, 

Secretary of State. 



[Inclosure No. 3 to Mr. Heed's No. 316.] 

Ministry of State, 
Palace, March 13, 1885. 
My Dear Sir : In reply to your note of the 13th of December last, in which yon 
requested in the name of your government a photographic copy of the signature of 
King Carlos III, I have the honor to inform you that His Majesty, my august sover- 
eign, deigned to accede to the request, but the character of the documents from 
whence it had to be produced not permitting it to be done photographically, he ordered 
a faithful foe simile of the said autograph to be made, which I inclose to you. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate to you the assurances of my distin- 
guished consideration. 

J. ELDNAYEN. 
Mr. Charge d'affaires of the United States. 

Reports were made respecting excessive claims of land under Mexi- 
can private grants as follows : 

rancho mu8cupiabe. 

Department of the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C, May 7, 1885. 

8ir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from the Depart- 
ment on the 13th instant, of letter of the Attorney-General of the United States, in- 
closing one from A. N. Lancaster, of California, in relation to the private land claim 
known as Rancho Mnscupiabe, in that state. 
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Tbe letter of Mr. Lancaster alleges fraud in the adjudication of said grant, whioh 
was conceived and conducted by " a Mr. Hancock, then a United States surveyor, and 
represented to cover over 8 leagues— the limits in which and from which said claim 
of 1 league might be taken was presented as a basis of a grant for so much land/' 
aLvl that he " can furnish all the required proof of fraud in the premises and sufficient 
to cancel the so-called 'grant/ and in so doing will say there will be no hardship to 
occupants, as but a small part thereof in occupied." 

The Attorney-General in his letter requests you to inform him " whether there is 
any information in the possession of your Department that seems to make it neces- 
sary or proper that any proceedings should be begun relative to this matter, 7 * and the 
matter is referred to this office for report. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that the records and files of this office show that 
the grant was made by Manuel Micheltorena, governor of California, on petitiou of 
Michel White, confirmee, on the 29th of April, 1843. 

The petition is for " a little more than 1 league at the mouth of the Cajon de Mus- 
cupiabe," as shown in the disefio which he presents. 

The grant is of " the place kuown by the name of Muscupiabe, of the extent of 1 
league ' de gafiada mayor/ a little more or less, bounded on the north by the foot of 
the mountains, on the south by the Agua Caliente, and on the west by the cotton- 
woods, which are situated on the other side of the arroyo called Las Negros." 

Tbe petition to the board of land commissioners for confirmation of title is for a 
tract of land called Muscupiabe, and containing 1 league, more or less, which was 
granted by Micheltorena, &c. 

The decree of the board, dated March 6, 1855, confirms the title of the petitioner to 
his claim, with the following boundaries, to wit: " On the north and east by the foot 
of the mountain, on the south by the Agua Caliente, aud on the west by the cotton- 
woods, which are on the other side of the creek. Reference being had to the map 
accompanying the expediente." 

Tbe decree of the United States district court of California dismisses the appeal 
from the decision of the board of land commissioners, aud makes it the final decree in 
the case, from which no appeal was filed. 

A survey of the grant was made in November, 1867, by Deputy Surveyor Henry 
Hancock, under instructions from the surveyor-general ; and, apparently, it was so 
made as to conform to the boundaries described iu the final decree, aud shown upon 
the map accompanying the expediente, containing 30,144.8s acres, or between 6 and 7 
square leagues. 

This survey was published under the act of July I, 1864, and remained in the sur- 
veyor-general's office for a much longer time than required by law, without objections 
being filed thereto, as certified by the surveyor-general. 

The surveyor-general approved this survey July 11 , 1868, and the same was then 
forwarded to this office for patent. 

Owing to the discrepancy between the area petitioned for and the boundaries con- 
firmed this office, on the 11th of May, 1870, referred the matter to the Department, 
with all the important papers in the case, for instructions in the premises. On the 
24th of January, 1871, the Department advised this office that the survey did not con- 
form to the decree of confirmation, and disapproved it and set it aside, and on the 
20th of May following ordered that the surveyor-general be directed to have another 
survey made at as early a date as practicable. 

As a result of these instructions the surveyor-general reported that a survey made 
in strict accordance with the bonndary calls of the decree of confirmation would in- 
clude something like a league more of land than the present survey; that it would 
include a portion of the surveyed rancho of San Bernardino, and also a tract of public 
land ; and that the owners of the rancho were satisfied with the subsisting survey. 

In order to avoid the expense and delay attending a new survey he suggested that 
the survey as already executed be accepted ; and the honorable Secretary of the 
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Interior, with the report before him, on the 13th of Jane, 1872, instructed this office as 
follows : 

" Under these circumstances, I perceive no sufficient reason for putting the ranch 
owners to the expense and delay involved in another survey, especially as there is 
no contestant in the case. You will therefore approve the survey and cause patent 
to issue in accordance therewith. The patent should be given and accepted as a full 
satisfaction of all claim and rigbt in the premises." 

In pursuance of these instructions patent was issued June 22, 1872. 

I would further state that in a letter from Mr. Lancaster to this office, dated Febru- 
ary 2, 1886, making inquiries as to certain matters, he added in a postscript the fol- 
lowing : 

" If furnished with ample proof of fraud in the obtaining of the Muscupiabe grant 
will the Department investigate it T I can furnish record proof thereof. The original 
application (never complied with) was only for 1 league." 

By letter of February 17, 1885, he was advised that as the claim had been finally 
adjudicated and patented this office had no further jurisdiction in the matter, and that 
any allegations of fraud or error in connection with the olaim should be submitted to 
the Attorney-General of the United States. 

The records of this offi.ce do not disclose further information touching the validity 
of said claim or the character of the survey upon which patent was issued for 7 square 
leagues under a grant for 1 square league, little more or less. 

The boundaries of the claim as described in the grant and confirmation are some- 
what vague and uncertain on two sides, and by a fraudulent survey might easily 
have been extended beyond proper limits. That it was extended to about seven 
times the amount of the original intendment of the grant it is not difficult on a care- 
ful examination of all the facts in the case to believe. 

I have no hesitation in declaring it as my conviction that a fraud upon the public 
domain has been perpetrated in the premises. How to remedy the wrong is, however, 
of more difficult solution. In my judgment, this remedy can be best (if at all) 
attained through the law department of the Government and the courts. Auy aid in 
accomplishing this end that can be rendered by this office will be cheerfully given. 
Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 

Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

rancho laguna dk tache. 

Department of the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C, May 12, 1885. 

Sir : On the 15th of January last the honorable Attorney-General of the United 
States referred to this office, without comment or request, a communicatiou from B. 
B. Newman in the matter of alleged unwarrantable absorption of public land by the 
Rancho Laguua de Tacbe iu California, and making certain propositions looking to 
proceedings for the vacation of patent for said rancho. 

On the 13th March, 1885, the honorable Attorney- Qeneral forwarded to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior a copy of another communication from said Newman having ref- 
erence to the same subject, and which was referred here on the 14th March, 1485. 

Both of these communications are herewith inclosed, aud I have the honor to report 
the following facts in relation to the said Rancho Laguna de Tacbe as they appear 
from the records and files of this office : 

On the 7th of December, lb43, Manuel Castro petitioned the governor (Micheltorena) 
of California for the surplus resulting from the location of a grant formerly made to 
Don Jose* Limantoar, called Laguna de Tache, said surplus being in extent eleven 
square leagues. 
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On December 12, 1843, the governor, in consideration of the petitioner's services, 
granted him in ownership the surplus asked for, " instructing the secretary to issue 
the respective title deed, the interested party asking for the possession so soon as it 
may suit Li man to or, as to -those lands he has been granted with and may belong to 
him on that location." 

In the year 1846 said Manuel Castro presented another petition, setting forth the 
proceedings which had already taken place in the matter of his claim, and also the 
delay of Limantour in taking possession of the lands granted to him " in the same 
Laguna de Tache" and the great injury thereby caused to the petitioner, and pray- 
ing that the title deed of ownership might issue " to the said eleven leagues of land, 
that I may be enabled to occupy it without prejudice to Mr. Limantour." 

The boundaries described in this petition are as follows : 

'* Bordering to the south on the land belonging to him (Limantour) and la Laguna 
de Tache, to the north on the Rancheria de los Notontos, to the east on the plain 
toward the Sierra Nevada, and the west on the Sanjon de San JoseV' 

Said boundaries were exhibited on a sketch accompanying the petition, and on the 
10th of January, 1846, Pio Pico, successor to Micheltorena, in view of documents pre- 
sented, ordered the issuance of the title deed to secure the ownership in accordance 
with the accompanying sketch, and on the same day made, formal grant to Manuel 
Castro of eleven square leagues in the Laguna de Tache in the district of Monterey, in 
conformity with the law of August 18, 1824, and regulations of 21st of November, 1828: 

" The land granted him is eleven square leagues (1 sitio de ganada mayor), conform- 
able to the sketch, bordering to the south on the Laguna de Tache and Limantour, to 
the north on the Rancheria de los Montontos, to the west on the Sanjon de San Jose, 
and to the east on the plain." 

No approval by tfre departmental assembly seems to have been obtained, nor juridi- 
cal measurement made nor possession given, but on the 16th of February, 1853, peti- 
tion was filed with the United States land commissioners for confirmation of the claim 
and title thereto, giving as the area of the grant 9 square leagues, situate in the then 
county of Monterey, and bounded as follows : 

On the north by the Rancheria de los Nontontos and the Rio de San Joaquin ; on the 
west by the Sanjon (dry creek) de San Jose* ; on the south by the lands of Jeremiah 
Clarke and G. W. Beckh, by the Laguna de Tache, and by the lands of J. Y. Liman- 
tour ; on the east by the Sierra Nevada. 

On the 17th of October, 1854, the board of land commissioners rejected the claim 
for the reason that the proof submitted was insufficient to show any actual perform- 
ance of the conditions imposed by law or to relieve the party from their obligation. 

An appeal was taken from this decision to the United States district court for the 
southern district of California, and on the 10th of February, 1858, the decision was 
reversed and the claim confirmed to Manuel Castro, as follows : 

Eleven leagues of land, situate in the present county of , State of California, 

and bounded and described as follows: Bounded on the south by the Laguna de Tache 
y Limantour ; on the north by the Rancho de los Hotantos ; on the west by the Sanjon 
de San Jose* ; and on the east by the plains, * * * said confirmation being accord- 
ing to the calls of the grant in this case, and for a fuller description of which reference 
is here made to the map contained in the transcript and to the evidence on file in this 
cause." A copy of said decree is inclosed herewith, and also certificate of the clerk 
of the court that no appeal was filed therefrom. 

A survey of the claim (copy of plat herewith) was made in February, 1864, 
under instructions from the surveyor-general, which was approved by him March 16, 
1864, and published under the acts of June 14, 1860, and July 1, 1864. 

This survey was duly reported to this office, and on November 10, 1865, was returned 
to the surveyor-general for re-examination and report with the following remarks 
by the Commissioner : 

"The survey before me is about 24 miles in length, lying along the Rio de los Reyes, 
or King's river, and from 1 to 6 miles in width. King's river forms the southern and 
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boundary, while the decree of the district court calls for the Laguna de 
Taehe y Limantour on the south. 

"This fails to convey to my mind any clear idea of a conformity with the decree of 
the court or compliance with the acts of Congress and general instructions of this 
office.* 9 

The surveyor-general reported his explanation on January 12, 1666. He returned 
the survey without amendment, which was approved by Commissioner Edmunds, 
March 1, 1866, and patent issued March 6, 1866. 

An examination of the report of the surveyor-general does not disclose to me a 
sufficient explanation of the incongruous location of this grant. I am free to say 
that as an original proposition such survey would not have met with my approval. 
The location does not appear to conform to the description of boundaries set out in 
the grant and confirmation. If it could not have been located by such boundaries, 
it could not lawfully have been located at all. 

The governing proposition of the surveyor-general is that the survey had been 
twice published and no objection had been made. He refers to objections by private 
parties. The rights of the United States do not appear to have been considered. It 
is not my opinion that public objections should be waived because no private person 
has asserted objections in his own interest. 

It is apparent to me that a grave error (if nothing worse) was committed in the 
snaking of this survey snd its approval and patenting ; but whether this can now 
be remedied is a question which I respectfully snbmit for consideration. I shall 
interpose no objection to a suit to set aside the patent if, in your judgment or the 
judgment of the proper law officers of the Government, such suit may reasonably be 
maintained. 

The papers herewith transmitted are shown in the annexed schedule. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 

Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

rancho san rafael de la zanja. 

Department of the Interior, General Lant> Office, 

Washington, D. C, Jftfay 22, 1885. 

Sir: On April 28, 1880, the surveyor-general of Arizona, Mr. Wasson, submitted 
his report upon the private land claim known as Rancho San Rafael de la Zanja, 
which he found to be a valid claim for 4 square leagues of land. A copy of so 
much of the surveyor-general's report as relates to quantity is inclosed herewith. 

This report was transmitted by this office to the Department November 9, 1880, for 
submission to Congress. On April 11, 1882, in a letter to the Secretary, in reply to 
a reference for report upon H. R. No. 3361, to confirm said claim, my predecessor 
expressed the opinion that the claim should be confirmed for 16 square leagues. 

This opinion was non-concurred in* by the honorable Secretary, who on April 28, 
1882, in a letter to Hon. R. Pacheco, chairman of the committee of the House of 
Representatives on private land claims, declined to recommend a confirmation for a 
larger area than 4 sqnare leagues. 

The report of the surveyor-general was accompanied by a plat of survey showing 
the location and quantity of 4 square leagues. Pending congressional action 
parties to whom the claim had been assigned by one of the original grantees, and 
who under such assignment claimed an individual title to the grant, applied for a 
survey of 16 square leagues. This application was refused by tbe Commissioner 
under the Secretary's decision, and appeal was taken to tbe Secretary, who on March 
3, 1885, instructed the Commissioner as follows : 

" There being an issue here taken as to the validity of this claim for an extent 
greater than bas been awarded by the surveyor-general, the duty to reserve the lands 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

is clearly incumbeot on this Department; and if that can be best done by a prelimi- 
nary survey to fix their identity, the claimants paying the expenses, I am of the opinion 
it is lawful and should be allowed. " • 

On March 14, 1885, a copy of the Secretary's letter was transmitted to the surveyor- 
general, with instructions to carry the same into effect in due course of business. 

I am now in receipt of his letter of April 20, 1885, asking for instructions relative 
to the method of depositing for the cost of said survey. 

This letter has brought the subject of this grant and of the order of additional sur- 
vey before me, and I am not satisfied that I ought to proceed further in the matter 
of such survey, under the direction of your predecessor, without at least submitting 
the case for your judgment and present instructions. 

The claim in question is founded upon a purchase made by Roman Romero and 
citizens of Santa Cruz at a public sale of 4 square leagues of land. Just 4 square 
leagues were applied for, appraised, offered, and sold. It is now claimed that the words 
"cuatro sitios" used in the expediente meant 4 leagues square. Surveyor-General 
Wasson, in his report, does not find such construction sustained in the recognized 
meaning of the language, nor under the laws, usages, and customs of the Mexican 
government. He cites the Spanish rules of measurement, and shows that the orig- 
inal title papers purport to convey 4 u sitios gafiada mayor," and that this descrip- 
tion invariably means 4 square leagues, and not 4 leagues square. It may be observed 
that such is also established construction in the practice of this Department and the 
ruling of the courts. 

It is further alleged by claimants in this case that the land was measured for 16 
square leagues, and that grantees entered into possession of the larger quantity. 
The surveyor-general expresses the opinion that an erroneous survey may innocently 
have been made, and assigns reasons therefor. Referring to a claim of similar nature 
in the case of John Scolly, where a confirmation of 25 square leagues was asked for 
under a grant for 5 leagues upon the ground that claimants had been put into pos- 
session of 5 leagues square, he quotes from the report of Hon. Judah Benjamin to the 
United States Senate strongly adverse to the claim for the larger quantity. 

The surveyor-general further says: "An examination of the original title papers 
in this case, in connection with the laws under which the land was petitioned for, 
together with the records of conterminous grants, conclusively shows that but fowr 
square league* were asked for by the petitioner, and that only this quantity was ap- 
praised, sold, aud given in the grant." 

He also states that the measurement of 16 square leagues extends to the summit of 
the Sierra Plomasa, or Patagonia Mountains, and embraces perhaps the larger portion 
of the rich mineral district generally known by the name of Patagonia, and that the 
grant, being for grazing lands, was uot'intended to embrace a mineral region. 

In his letter of April 28, 1882, to the chairman of the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, the Secretary of the Interior concurred in the recommendation of the sur- 
veyor-general that the claim be confirmed for 4 square leagues, and stated that in 
his opinion the grant should control the survey, and not the survey the grant, and 
that the survey of 16 square leagues was a totally inconsistent interpretation of the 
grant upon the petition and papers, and that this could not have been intended. In 
his letter of March 3, 1885, authorizing a survey of the larger quantity of 16 square 
leagues, the Secretary does not indicate any change of opinion, but his direction that 
an order for such survey be issued is based upon the assumption that it is the duty of 
this Department to reserve the larger area claimed. 

A reservation of lands embraced in private land claims in New Mexico and Arizona 
is under the law and the practice of this office definitively established where the sur- 
veyor-general, in the lawful and proper exercise of his duty and authority, has law- 
fully and properly made and approved a survey of the alleged claim. Three copies 
of the plats of such survey are prepared. One is retained in his office, one trans- 
mitted to this office, and one sent to the district land officers. The receipt of this 
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copy by the register and receiver operates as notice to them of the reservation and 
of the precise lands reserved, and nntil sach plat is so reoeived there is no effective 
or actual reservation of land on account of sach claim. Public lands are not reserved' 
upon hypotheses or the mere assumption of a claim, however vague, wild, or unrec- 
ognisable, but nnder the laws and upon legally prescribed proceedings determinative 
•f the nature, boundaries, and extent of such claim. In tbis case the surveyor-gen- 
eral has examined the claim of the Rancho San Rafael de la Zanja, has surveyed the 
same according to hi 4 findings, has forwarded copies of the plat to their respective 
destinations, and the land embraced therein to the extent of such finding has been 
and now is reserved, awaiting the action of Congress upon the question of confirma- 
tion. To make a new survey for a larger quantity of land is to create an additional 
reservation of snch larger quantity. I have no doubt of the power of the Secretary 
of the Interior to revise the work of the surveyor-general and to direct him to 
enlarge or reduce his survey, and accordingly to enlarge or reduce the reservation, if, 
in the opinion of the Secretary, the findings of the Hiirvey or- general are erroneous. 
Bat it was not the opinion of the Secretary that the findings were erroneous in this 
ease. On the contrary, such findings were approved. This being the fact, and such 
the situation of the case, I respectfully submit my opinion that the order for a second 
and enlarged survey, which would result in a further reservation of public lands, was 
without adequate basis, and that the carrying out of such order would be in dero- 
gation of pnblic rights and private interests. Claimants are not the only parties in 
interest. The United States is interested. The inhabitants on the land are inter- 
ested. Claimants cannot be injured by postponing the supplementary survey until 
at least Congress shall justify it by a confirmation of the exaggerated and apparently 
unsupported claim for additional quantity. But much injury may follow an act 
which would imply au executive recognition of a right which the Department has 
not recognized. I respectfully recommend that the order of additional survey be 
revoked. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 
Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

the nolan grants. • 

Department of the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C, May 30, 1885. 

I am in receipt, by departmental reference of the 11th instant, of petition of A. P. 
HcMains on behalf of settlers on the Nolan grant, in New Mexico (No. 39), asking 
that the plats of survey of public lands within said limits be restored to the local land 
office. The matter is referred to me for investigation and report. I have carefully 
examined this case and respectfully report as follows: 

The claim of the heirs of Gervacio Nolan, numbered 39 (original No. 9), was re- 
ported by the surveyor-general September 12, 1860, and was transmitted to Congress 
January 11, 1861. The papers transmitted by the surveyor-general bIiow that on 
November 15, 1845, Gervacio Nolan and associates petitioned for a grant of vacant 
land in the little cafion of Red river, the location being south of the grant to Mi- 
randa and Bean bi en. The grant was made by Gov. Macuel Arraijo November 18, 
1845, and possession given under the colonization laws November 30, 1845. 

Prior to the date of this grant Nolan bad applied for a grant on the Arkansas river. 
His petition was dated November 14, 1843, the order of the governor December 1, 
1843, and possession given December 15, 1843. This claim was reported by the sur- 
veyor-general November 5, 1861, as No. 48, and transmitted to Congress accordingly. 

On February 10, 1868, the House of Representatives referred said claims, Nos. 39 
and 48, with others, to the Committee on Private Land Claims. On* July 1, 1868, the 
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committee made a report (H. R. No. 71, Fortieth Congress, second session) upon the 
several claims so referred, stating, inUvr alia, as follows: 

" On the 18th of August, 1824, the Mexican Congress passed a decree ' relating to 
colonization, 7 and in the year 1828 established certain * regulations, 1 applying the 
principles of said decree to the provinces of Mexico. 

" This decree, and the regulations founded thereon, established certain rules and 
forms in reference to the disposal of the public domain of that republic, among which 
we find, in the twelfth section thereof, the following, viz : 

" One single person can only receive a square league of land, of 5,000 vara* de re- 
gadia ; four of superficies for temporal use, and six for pasturage. (See Schmidt's 
Civil Law of Spain and Mexico, page 345.) 

"This decree, as will be seen, limits the amonnt of public lands to be granted to a 
single individual to the real extent of 11 square leagues. 

'• Neither of the cases which your committee hereby recommend for confirmation 
by Congress contains, as we are iuformed, more than the quantity of land as lim- 
ited by the twelfth section of said decree ; but as all these grants date prior to the 
adoption of said decree and regulations, your committee conceive that they are not 
affected by the limitations of said decree, even if they contained a larger quantity 
than 11 square leagues. 

" The claims of Gervacio Nolan, being numbered thirty-nine (39) and forty-eight 
(48), being of a date long subsequent to said decree and regulations, and as your 
committee are informed exceeding the limits of said decree, are withheld for further 
investigation." 

The committee in this report recommended the confirmation of certain claims of 
other persons under grants made prior to the date of the Mexican colonization laws, 
but withheld for further investigation the two claims of the heirs of Gervacio Nolan, 
for the reason that the claimed grants were long subsequent to such date, and exceed 
the authorized limits, the maximum of which, under those laws, the committee found 
to be 11 square leagues to any one person. 

On April 23, 1870 (Cong. Globe, vol. 163, p. 2932), the committee of the House re- 
ported back a bill which had previously been introduced to confirm one of the claims 
of the heirs of Gervacio Nolan, viz, No. 48. 

Prior to this report, and pending the consideration of the bill in committee, a brief 
was filed in the case by A. H. Jackson, counsel for claimants, from which the follow- 
ing extract is filed in this office, certified by J. C. Donaldson, clerk in charge of files 
of the United States Senate : 

" It may not be improper to state in this connection that this claim, No. 48, was 
sent to Congress with others for confirmation, but was dropped from the bill because 
the claimants requested two grants, in order that they might determine which they 
preferred." 

The act of Congress of July 1, 1870 (16 Stat., 546), confirming said claim No. 48, 
contains the following proviso in the fourth section : 

"Provided, howerer, That when said lands are so confirmed, surveyed, and pat- 
ented they shall be held and taken to be in full satisfaction of all further claims or 
demands against the United States." 

The lands to which title was thus confirmed were duly surveyed and patented in 
accordance with the terms of the act. 

On August 22, 1877, the surveyor -general of New Mexico transmitted for approval 
a contract with Messrs. Elkins and Marmon for certain surveys of public lands and 
private land claims, including the survey of claim No. 39 of the heirs of Gervacio 
Nolan. By telegram of August 31, 1877, this contract was approved, "except as to 
the survey of the public lands and of the claim of Gervacio Nolan." 

By letter to the surveyor-general of September 1, 1877, the Commissioner formally 
advised the surveyor-general in the matter as follows : 

" Private land claim No. 39 of Gervacio Nolan, submitted to Congress in 1869 for 
confirmation, was under consideration in connection with No. 48 of Gervacio Nolan, 
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and in confirming the latter, July 1, 1870 (U. S. Stats., vol. 16, p. 646), Congress made 
the following provision in section 4 of said act, viz : 

" * Provided, however, That when said lands are so confirmed, surveyed, and pat- 
ented they shall be held and taken to be in full satisfaction of all further claims or 
demands against the United States. 7 

" This being the case, and claim No. 48, lying in the State of Colorado, having been 
fully satisfied, that embraced in surveying contract with Messrs. Eikins and Marmon 
has no legal status, and must be eliminated therefrom." 

Claim No. 39, being regarded as having been finally rejected by Congress through 
the confirmation of another grant to the same party and the exclusion of further 
claims by the proviso above recited, the public snrveys were in due course of sur- 
veying operations extended over the lands, and settlements and entries were allowed 
thereon nnder the public land laws. 

On November 19, 1880, a Mr. Martin Andrews addressed a letter to the Commissioner, 
referring to a previous personal interview, stating that he was desirous of presenting 
the Nolan grant to Congress for confirmation, and requesting the Commissioner to 
ascertain the estimated cost of a survey of the claim, and, upon the deposit of the 
estimated amount, to direct the survey to be made. 

Mr. Andrews filed no evidence of his authority to represent any claimant, neither 
is it shown that he appeared professionally as an attorney in the case. 

Upon this request apparently, and without direction from or communication with 
the Secretary so far as the records disclose, the Commissioner, on December 1, 1880, 
addressed the following letter to the surveyor- general: 

H. M. Atkinson, Esq., 

United States Surveyor- General, Santa F4, N. Mex. : 
Sir: Application having been made to this office to have made an estimate of the 
cost of survey to the unconfirmed private land claim numbered 39, in New Mexico, 
Oervacio Nolan, grantee, originally petitioned for by said Nolan and his associates, 
Joan Antonio Aragon and Antonio Maria Lucero, the survey of which grant was 
the subject of my letter to you dated September 1, 1877, I have to inform you that as 
this office has become satisfied that no objection exists to the making of a prelim- 
inary survey of said claim, under the deposit system, I desire that you will prepare 
and transmit to this office an estimate of the cost of such survey, and when the esti- 
mated amount shall have been deposited yon will receive instructions to enter into 
contract for the survey. 
Very respectfully, 

J. A. WILLIAMSON, 

Commissioner. 

It is to be observed from this letter that the Commissioner based his action upon the 
proposition that the cost of the survey should be paid under the individual deposit 
system ; that is, that the claimants should advance to the United States the money 
necessary to pay the expenses. He was " satisfied that no objection exists to the mak- 
ing of a preliminary survey under the deposit system." He did not review his decision of 
September 1, 1877, holding that the claim had no legal status. He did not announce 
any change of opinion in respect to his construction of the act of July 1, 1870, but 
anthortxed the survey upon the ground that claimants were willing to make deposit 
for the costs. 

The present petitioner urges that the decision of 1877, not being appealed from by 
claimants, became filial under the law ; that the Commissioner, in the case before him, 
had construed the act of July 1, 1870, as it was his power and duty to do ; that such 
construction became the foundation for further acts extending the public surveys over 
the lands, which was notice to the world that they were public lands of the United 
States subject to settlement and entry under the public land laws; that citizens and 
settlers availing themselves of this official notice and invitation had gone upon said 
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lands and acquired rights under those laws, and that the summary action of the 
Commissioner, contrary to bis own decision, taken without appeal and with no mo- 
tion for review or assignment of error and no notice to opposite parties, was without 
authority and void in law, and petitioner asks for a specific rnling upon the point of 
authority raised. 

It is my opinion that this case falls within the rule of res judicata. I have no doubt 
of the power of the Commissioner or Secretary to order a survey that has been re- 
fused, or to revoke an order that has been issued, or to reject a survey that has been 
executed under such order. But such proceedings must be taken in due form, and for 
substantial reasons apparent upon the record — not arbitrarily nor capriciously. The 
questions I deem important in this case are : whether the Commissioner's decision 
of 1877 was right ; whether he then correctly interpreted the law ; and whether that 
decision, and the action thereunder, should be returned to and adopted as controlling 
the case. 

Two claims were presented by the heirs of Gervacio Nolan under alleged grants 
by the provincial governor. Both were of date long subsequent to the colonization 
acts of Mexico, limiting the maximum area of public grants to 11 square leagues, or 
about 48,000 acres, to any one person, and under which acts only the provincial gov- 
ernors had power to make grants of public lands. A claim for confirmation by Con- 
gress was preferred under each alleged claim, that numbered 48 being alleged to em- 
brace upward of 1,000,000 acres, and that numbered 39 embracing, as now claimed, 
some 576,000 acres. 

Action on both claims was deferred by Congress because of the limitation above 
referred to. There was no obligation on the part of the United States to confirm 
more than one claim, if that one embraced the maximum quantity authorized by 
Mexican laws. It appears from a statement of fact made by counsel for claimants 
before Congress that claimants elected to take under claim uumbered 48. A bill was 
introduced at that time confirming claim No. 48, with a proviso that " when said lands 
are so confirmed, surveyed, and patented they shall be held and taken in full satis- 
faction of all further claims or demands against the United States." (Sec. 4, U. S. 
Stat. , vol. 16, page 645.) Said lands have been " confirmed, surveyed and patented" 
for the full quantity of 11 square leagues. 

If the claims of the heirs of* Gervacio Nolan were not so filially settled by the act of 
July 1, 1870, then such claims are before Congress upon the original report of 1860. 
It wonld not be necessary in that case for a new presentation to be made by the 
voluntary action of this office and Department in favor of alleged remaining and un- 
decided claims. Further report has not been called for by Congress, and it appears 
to me improper to anticipate such call, which would be the effect of a transmittal to 
Congress of the plat of survey returned by the surveyor-general under the action of 
December, 1880. 

I further respectfully call your attention to the fact that this survey, embracing 
575,968 acres, exceeds by nearly 530,000 acres, or eleven times, the maximum limit 
of the grant if the same were unsatisfied, and that its acceptance would amount to 
an executive recognition of such claim and involve an indefinite reservation of this 
great body of lands, over which the public surveys were extended before the survey 
in question was made. 

It is my opinion that the decision of the Commissioner in 1877 was a correct inter- 
pretation of the law, and that the claims of the heirs of Gervacio Nolan reported as 
numbered 39 aud 48 were fully satisfied by the selection of No. 48 and the survey and 
patent of 11 leagues to said heirs, and that from that date claim No. 39 has had, and 
now has, "no legal status n whatever. 

The present petitioner applied in 1883 to have the township plats of the public 
surveys of this tract returned to the local land office, which application was denied 
by your predecessor November 18, 1884, upon a report made by this office. 

The petition now under consideration makes the same demand, and it is my judg- 
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ment that its prayer should be granted, and that the whole of the said lands, except 
the 11 leagues "confirmed, surveyed, and patented," as aforesaid, legally and justly 
belong to the public domain of the United States, and should be opened to entry as 
other public lands. The papers referred are returned herewith. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner, 

bkaub1kn and miranda, or maxwell land grant, new mexico and colorado. 

Department of the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C, June 10, 1885. 
• Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt, by reference of the Hon. Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Interior of the 11th ultimo, of petition of O. P. McMains, on behalf of 
settlers on the Beaubien and Miranda grant in New Mexico, praying that the plats of 
survey of public lands within the limits of said grant be restored to the local land 
office at Santa Fe\ 

The petition is accompanied by the following letters: 

From the acting Attorney- General, dated, respectively, March 27, 1882, August 20, 
1883, and September 14, 1883. 

From the Attorney-General, dated, respectively, July 18, 1881, October 17, November 
3, and December 7, 1883. 

From O. P. McMains, dated A ugust 30, 1884. 

The petition and accompanying letters are referred for "investigation and recom. 
mendation" thereon. , 

The propositions upou which the petitioner requests " an authoritative judgment of 
the Department of the Interior " are, in brief, that the Hon. J. D. Cox, Secretary of 
the Interior, on December 31, 18C9, rendered a decision holding that the claimants of 
the grant under consideration were entitled to but 11 square leagues each : that 
this decision was a final one, and was so decided by Mr. Secretary Delano on a motion 
for review, July 27, 1871 ; that the claimants refused to accept of a survey in accord- 
ance with the decision of Secretary Cox ; that as a result of this refusal this office 
ordered the public surveys to be extended over the lands and the same to be opened to 
settlement under the public land system, and that the lands were surveyed accordingly 
and became subject to settlement and entry, and that settlements were made and 
claims initiated thereon under the public land laws; and that subsequently, in the 
face of all this, a survey of the grant was ordered by Mr. Commissioner Williamson 
and made in accordance with the boundaries claimed by the grant claimants, giving 
to them a vastly larger area than that granted by the Mexican government and 
awarded them by the decision of Secretary Cox. 

These propositions are based upon facts, as shown by the records and files of the 
Department and of this office. 

This grant, dated January 11, 1841, was made under the colonization lawsof Mexico, 
which specifically limited the quantity that could be granted to any one person to 
11 square leagues. The joiut petition for the grant, dated January 9, 1841, recited 
the desire of the parties that the same should be equally divided between them. 
The description of the land applied for was in the following terms: "Commencing 
below the jnuction of the Rayado river with the Colorado, and in a direct line to- 
ward the east to the first hills, and from there running parallel with said river Colo- 
rado in a northerly direction to opposite the point of the Una de Gato, following the 
same river along the same hills, to coutinue to the east of said Una de Gato river to 
the summit of the table-land (mesa) ; from whence, turning northwest, to follow along 
•aid summit until it reaches the top of the mountain which divides the waters of the 
rivers running toward the east from those running toward the west, and from thence, 
following the line of said mountain in a southwardly direction, until it intersects the 
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first hill south of the Rayado river, and following the summit of said hill toward the 
east to the place of beginning." 

Juridical possession was given February 22, 1843, the boundaries being marked by 
mounds. The description of the location of these mounds was exceedingly vague. 
Reference was made in the certificate of possession to a " map or plat of the land," 
which map did not, however, accompany the report of the surveyor-general. 

In the application for confirmation before the surveyor-general applicants stated 
that " said tract has never been surveyed, and they cannot, therefore, furnish any cer- 
tain evidence of its contents." 

It is shown by the record transmitted to Congress that on February 27, 1844, the 
Mexican governor, upon complaint of Curate Martinez and others relative to the 
extent of lands claimed by grantees, issued a decree of suspension ; that on April 13, 
1844, Beaubien, for himself and Miranda, filed a petition in bar, setting forth that "the 
grant does not exceed 15 or 18 leagues, as will be seen by accompanying judicial cer- 
tificates ; " that upon this showing the decree of suspension was annulled and revoked 
April 18, 1844. 

The claim was reported by the surveyor-general September 25, 1857, for confirma- 
tion by Congress, the report reciting the boundaries described in the grant. Testi- 
mony showed that 200 acres were under improvement and cultivation and that 15,000 
head of stock were pastured on the claim. The occupation so proved comported with 
an actual possession of about the quantity claimed by grantees before the depart- 
mental assembly. 

On May 30, 18(59, the surveyor-general of New Mexico submitted for approval a 
contract for the survey of the grant. Approval was suspended for further report by 
the surveyor-general in relation to the location and extent of the claim, " the papers 
received with the surveyor-general's report, dated 12th January, 1858— which formed 
the basis of action by Congress — being vague on this point," as stated by the Com- 
missioner to the Secretary in a report upon the case dated September 10, 1869. A 
report was received from the surveyor-general, dated August 18, 1869, accompanied 
by certain statements from L. B. Maxwell, the claimant, and a copy of a sketch-map 
purported to be on file in the surveyor-gen eraPs office, and represented as the map 
referred to in the juridical possession, but which was not filed with the original report of 
January 12, 1858, submitted to Congress, 

In his report to the Secretary of September 10, 1869, the Commissioner further 
says: 

"From the papers last received from the surveyor-general it appears that the esti- 
mated area of the claim is in the Neighborhood of 2,000,000 acres, the greater portion 
of which lies in New Mexico, a small portion falling within the limits of Colorado. 

" In this connection, and before approving the contract for the survey, I desire to 
submit for the action and instruction of the supervisory authority the question as to 
the extent of the confirmation by Congress in this case, in view of the apparently 
large excess sought to be embraced by the survey above what was in the power of 
Mexican governors to grant. 

"The grant is one under the colonization decree dated 18th August, 1824, of the 
Mexican Congress, and the regulations thereunder of 21st November, 1828, which are 
found printed as appendices 4 and 5 to the report dated 1st March, 1849, of Capt. 
(now Major- General) H. W. Halleck to Col. R. B. Mason, governor of California (see 
pages 139 to 142 of Ex. Doc. 17, House of Reps., 31st Congress, 1st session). Section 
12 of the law of 1824 stipulates that ' no one person shall be allowed to obtain the 
ownership of more than 1 league square, of 5,000 varas of irrigable (de regadio), 4 
superficial ones of land dependent on the seasons (de temporal), and 6 superficial onea 
for the purpose of rearing cattle (de abrezadiso),' and the Supreme Court of the United 
States has repeatedly ruled in oases analogous in California — which was acquired by 
the same treaty — that the granting power of Mexican governors was limited to 11 
square leagues to one person. (See United States vs. Larkin et al. f 18 Howard, p. 
261, and United States vs. Hartnell's executors, 22 Howard, page 289.) 
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"The mirvey applied for is an essential prerequisite to the issuing of patent, and 
as the action in this case will doubtless be a precedent for others of the same kind, and 
in view farther of the immense excess of the tract, as estimated by the parties inter- 
ested, over the granting power of Mexican subordinate officers, as ruled by the United 
States Supreme Court, it is important to determine in the first place whether the con- 
tract for the survey of the whole tract shall be allowed, or whether the parties shall 
be restricted to the maximum which Mexican law permitted to be granted to one 
individual, t. e., 11 square leagues to each of the claimants, or 22 to both. 

"L. B. Maxwell, as present owner, contends that the confirmatory act of 21st June, 
I860, covers all the land embraced within the exterior boundaries mentioned in the 
act of juridical possession, but such in the opinion of this office was not the intention 
of Congress. It is true the record before Congress mentioned the boundaries which 
are now claimed, but the same record shows that the parties themselves fixed the 
extent of the grant at not more than 18 square leagues, or 79,884 acres, while the area 
now sought to be embraced by the survey is estimated at about 2,000,000 acres, or 
more than four hundred and fifty square leagues, nearly equal in extent to the States 
of Rhode Island and Delaware combined. 

" It is in point to refer to a case somewhat analogous to this, confirmed by the same 
act of Congress — the case of Cornelia Vigil and Ceran St. Vrain, confirmed as No. 17 by 
the act of 21st June, 1860. In this case the map forming part of the record before Con- 
gress showed the tract claimed to be a principality in extent, and Congress restricted 
the area to 11 square leagues to each of the claimants, and for the reason, as appears 
from the Senate committee's report in that case (report No. 228, Thirty-sixth Con- 
gress, first session, copy herewith), that the area included within the exterior bound- 
aries indicated in the record was largely in excess of the granting power of Mexican 
governors. 

"In view, then, of the fact that the Beaubien and Miranda claim is one under the 
colonization laws of Mexico, which restricted agricultural grants to 11 square leagues 
to one person ; that the record shows that the original claimants themselves estimated 
the area of the claim at not more than 18 square leagues; the opinion of the surveyor- 
general in 1 858, that the grant was good according to the laws and customs of the gov- 
ernment of the republic of Mexico and the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
SUtes; the repeated rulings of the Supreme Court in similar cases in California, to 
the effect that 11 square leagues was all the Mexican governors were empowered to 
grant to one person, and the action of Congress in the case of Vigil and St. Vrain, 
restricting the confirmation to 11 square leagues to each of said claimants, this office is 
of opinion that the confirmation by Congress in this case does not warrant the survey 
of the entire region claimed by Mr. Maxwell, but that 22 square leagues is the extent 
of the confirmation, 11 for each of the confirmees, and that the contract forwarded by 
the surveyor-general should be approved accordingly, the parties interested to select 
said area in a compact form within the exterior limits designated iu the record." 

On December 31, 1869, Mr. Secretary Cox rendered his decision as follows : 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, D. C, December 31, 1869. 
Sir: I have had before me the appeal ofL. B.Maxwell from your decision in reference 
to the survey of the Beaubien and Miranda claim to lands in New Mexico and Colorado, 
and after full consideration and examination find the facts to be as set forth in your 
communication of the 10th of September last ; that the title in question was confirmed 
by its number (15) by the act of 21st of June, 1860 (Statutes, vol. 12, p. 71), without any 
statement, either in the act itself, in the report of the committees of Congress, or in 
the papers accompanying such report, of the quantity of land contained in such claim. 
General boundaries by natural features of the country are given, but these afford no 
clue whatever to the extent of the tract. The only evidence on that subject is con- 
tained in a statement to the Mexican authorities made by Beaubien, and of the original 
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grantees, that the whole quantity claimed by them did not exceed 15 or 18 square 
leagues. By the statement of the counsel for the parties in interest, as well as from 
the other evidence which you have adduced, it appears that nnder this grant a tract 
of land is now claimed containing upward of 450 square leagues, or oyer 2,000,000 
acres. 

Under these circumstances, it became the doty of the Department to give au inter- 
pretation to said act of Congress, and to fix, if possible, a rule which shall be applica- 
ble to this and similar cases. 

By referring to the report of the Senate Committee on Private Land Claims, made 
May 19, 1860, by Mr Benjamin, under which report this claim was confirmed, we have 
what seems to me to be so clear an expression of the understanding and intent of the 
committee, which was carried out by action of Congress in conformity with their 
report, that I think there can be no real difficulty in settling this case thereby. That 
report fixed in the case of the claim of Scolly and others the interpretation of the 
Spanish measurement by leagues, to wit, that the phrase "cinco leguascuadradas" 
must be interpreted to mean 5 square leagues, and not 5 leagues square, and so in like 
cases. In the case of the claim of Vigil and St. Vrain they also declare that " under 
the Mexican colonization law of 1824 and regulations of 1828 the extreme quantity 
allowed to be granted by the governor to any colonist was 11 square leagues. In the 
absence of any other guide your committee suggest that a restriction of the confirma- 
tion to the extent of 11 square leagues for each claimant would be the utmost they 
could fairly expect, and would be not only a fair but a liberal compliance with the 
obligation imposed on the good faith of the United States under the promise of the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo." As these rules for the interpretation of a grant which 
would otherwise be vague are contained in the very report under which the grant in 
question was confirmed, there can be no hesitation in applying them to this grant, and 
to determine that it was the purpose and intent of Congress to confirm the grant 
to Beaubien and Miranda to an extent not greater than 11 square leagues to each 
olaimant. 

It is therefore my opinion, and you may receive it as the rule for this and all like 
cases, that where a Mexican colonization grant is confirmed without measurements 
of boundaries or of distinct specification of the quantity confirmed, either in the 
statute or in the report upon which confirmation was made, no greater quautity than 
11 square leagues to each claimant shall be surveyed and set off for them ; that such 
quautity shall be surveyed in tracts of 11 square leagues each, the general position or 
place of such tracts to be selected by the grantee, and the tract to be then surveyed 
as compactly as is practicable. 

In this case two such tracts of 11 square leagues are held to be covered by the 
grant, and may be surveyed accordingly. If the claimants shall agree thereto, a suf- 
ficient proportion of the money deposited for the survey will be retained to complete 
the survey so ordered, and the remainder may be returned to them in accordance with 
the usual forms. If they shall refuse to accept such survey, the whole amount of their 
deposit may be returned, and no survey whatever will be made of the grant as such, 
and no notice taken of the grant in the action of your bureau under the general laws 
for the disposal of the public lands, unless upon reference of the whole case to Con- 
gress some other specific interpretation be given by legislative act to said statute of 
1860. 

I feel the less hesitation in coming to this conclusion, because I find in the original 
papers accompanying the report of the congressional committee that prior to the 
cession of New Mexico to the United States under the treaty above referred to the 
right of the claimants to this tract had been disputed upon the ground (amoug others) 
that a much larger tract was claimed by them than bad been intended to be oonveyed 
by the Mexican government ; that they claimed " a large number of leagues," and it 
was in reply to this objection that Beaubien had declared that their grant did not ex- 
ceed 15 or 18 leagues, and referred to judicial certificates accompanying his statement 
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for proof of each limitation of bis claim. After obtaining a grant upon so explicit a 
statement of the a.i:ount claimed, it would be, in my judgment, a gross fraud upon 
the Government to allow it to be extended to the enormous quantity of 450 leagues * 
or upward ; and in view of the fact that in Mr. Benjamin's report, from which quo- 
tation has already been made, it was declared that a pretense of an application for a 
grant of 100 square leagues in the Scolly case would have been " too extravagant for 
belief, " it cannot be presumed that Congress intended to confirm a grant of the enor- 
mous character now claimed unless the description of the tract itself and the measure 
of the boundaries were so given as to show definitely and explicitly the quantity 
intended to be conveyed. 

In the course of the argument of this case facts have been stated with reference to 
other grants which make me deem it advisable that an investigation should be made 
into the extent of private land grants already confirmed. You are therefore directed 
to inquire and report what claims, if any, are pending for alleged Mexican grants 
greater in extent than 11 square leagues, and what claims of such kind and extent, 
if any, have been already surveyed and patented by the United States. 

The papers are herewith returned, and you will give to the parties in interest a 
copy of this letter, if they shall desire the same. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. D. COX, 

Secretary. 

Hon. Commissioner of the Genkral Land Office. 

On July 27, 1871, upon application for a review of this decision, Mr. Secretary 
Delano declined to review it, upon the ground that he had no authority to reverse his 
predecessor's decision in the case. 

The parties, however, refused to accept a survey for 22 square leagues, and on Jan- 
nary 28, 1874, in pursuance of the preceding instructions of Mr. Secretary Cox, the 
surveyor-general was directed to treat the lands claimed as public lands and to ex- 
tend the public surveys over the same. The public surveys were executed accord- 
ingly, the township plats filed in the local laud offices, and entries were thereupon 
allowed under the public land laws. 

At the October term of the Supreme Court, 1876, in the case of John G. Tameling 
w. U. S. F. & E. Co. (93 U. S., 644), it was held that the confirmation by Congress in 
that case was effectual and operative for the entire tract, "as recommended for con- 
firmation by the surveyor-general." , 

Immediately upon the promulgation of this decision the Commissioner, without 
any communication having been made or referred to him by the Secretary of the 
Interior, or any other person, so far as his letter indicates, but of his own volition, as 
it seems, addressed the following letter to the Secretary : 

Department of the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D, C, March 10, 1877. 

8iR : I have the honor to invite your attention to the decision of your predecessor, 
dated December 31, 1869, in the matter of the survey of the private land claim in New 
Mexico known as the Beaubien and Miranda or Maxwell grant, wherein it is held y 
notwithstanding the fact that natural landmarks were called for, that said claim was 
not confirmed by the act of June 21, 1860, to any greater extent than 11 square leagues 
to each claimant, which said decision also contained instructions to this office in 
effect that where a Mexican colonization grant is confirmed without measurement of 
boundaries or of distinct specification of the quantity confirmed, either in the statute 
or in the report upon which (confirmation was made, no greater quantity than 11 
leagues to such claimant shall be surveyed. 

In other words, the effect of said decision was to apply restriction prescribed by 
the law of the Mexican Congress of August 18, 1824, to a legislative confirmation of 
a claim by specific boundaries. , 

6296 P L 9 
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The Snpreme Court' of the United States, at its October term, 1876, rendered a 
decision in the canse entitled John G. Tameling, plaintiff in error, vs. The United 
States Freehold and Emigration Company, which in all essential particulars is a 
case parallel to the aforesaid Beaabien and Miranda case, wherein, it will be ob- 
served, it is held Congress having acted upon the claim "as recommended for con* 
formation by the surveyor-general," " the confirmation being absolute and uncon- 
ditional, withont any limitation as to quantity, we must regard it as effectual and 
operative for the entire tract." " We have at the present term recognized and enforced 
as the settled doctrine of this conrt that such an act passes the title of the United 
States as effectually as if it oontained in terms a grant de novo, and that a grant may 
be made by law as well as by a patent pursuant to law." 

The doctrine announced in said decision of the Supreme Conrt being diametrically 
opposite that set forth in the aforesaid decision of the Department, I have the honor 
to request that I be instructed as to how I shall proceed in the adjudication of like 
cases in the future. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. WILLIAMSON, 

Commissioner . 

Hon. Z. Chandler, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

To this letter Mr. Secretary Schurz replied as follows : 

Department op the Interior, Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, D. C, March 16, 1877. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
10th instaut, addressed to my predecessor, inclosing the decision of Mr. Secretary 
Cox, dated December 31, 1869, in relation to the survey of the Beaubien and Miranda 
claim to lands in New Mexico and Colorado, in which the rule was laid down for that 
and all like cases "that where a Mexican colonization graut is confirmed without 
measurements of boundaries or of distinct specification of the quautity confirmed, 
either in the statute or iu the report upon which confirmation was made, no greater 
quantity than 11 square leagues to each claimant shall be surveyed and set off 
to them ; that such quantity shall be surveyed in tracts of 11 square leagues each, 
the general position of such tracts to be selected by the grantee, and the tract to be 
then surveyed as compactly as is practicable.'' 

You also transmitted a copy of the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States at its October term, 1876, in the case of John G. Tameling vs. The United 
States Freehold and Emigration Company, a case similar in all essential particulars 
to the case of Beaubieu and Miranda, in which the court say, " Congress acted upon 
the claim as recommended by the surveyor-general." " The confirmation being abso- 
lute and unconditional, without any limitation as to quantity, we must regard it as 
effectual and operative for the entire tract.' 1 

The decision of the Supreme Court must be taken as the true construction of the 
law, by whioh the rights of parties are to be determined. 

You will hereafter be governed by the rule laid down by the court ;in said ease in 
all similar cases t and patents will issue for the traot recommended by the surveyor- 
general and confirmed by an act of Congress, notwithstanding it may exceed in 
amount 11 square leagues of land. 

The papers transmitted with yonr letter "D" of March 10, 1877, are herewith 
returned. 

Very respectfully, 

C. SCHURZ; 

Secretary* 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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Iteteupon, with do other authority, bo far as I can see by the records of this office, 
than a oaestruction of this letter of the Secretary, induced by his own letter before 
recitrd, the Conwniaaioner, on June 28, 1877, directed the surveyor-general to survey 
the grant " in strict accordance with the description of the boundaries as given in 
the jaridical possession." 

These instructions were not in accordance with the confirmation by Congress, the 
surveyor-general's report npon which that confirmation was based having referred to 
the boundaries mentioned in the grant, and not to the boundaries given in the alleged 
juridical possession. 

Prior to this action, viz, on May 26, 1877, Mr. Stephen B. Elkins had applied to 
have a private survey that had been made by William W. Griffin in 1870, in the 
interest of the grant claimant, and embracing some 1,800,000 acres, adopted and 
approved as the official survey of this claim, and on May 28, 1877, the surveyor-general 
had, apparently without instructions, entered into a contract with said Griffin and 
Charles H. Fitch for a survey of said claim. The special instructions submitted with 
the contract for approval were found objectiopable, and the proposition of Mr. Elkins to 
formally accept the Griffin survey was considered impracticable. The official instruc- 
tions given to the surveyor-general directed him to " select a capable and disinterested 
deputy who has had no connection or business transactions referable to the interests 
of the owners of the grant, either in surveyiug the same for them or purchasing 
lands falling within the graut, so that the deputy selected for tbe responsible duties 
may be free from any bias or undue influence in the faithful execution of the survey." 

On August 15, 1877, th* surveyor-general entered into a contract with Messrs. John 
T. Elkins and Robert T. Marmon for tbe execution of the survey. Mr. John T. Elkins 
is understood to be the brother of Stephen B. Elkins, an alleged principal owner of 
the grant. The bondsmen for Messrs. Elkins and Marmon were Mr. Stephen B. Elkins 
and James L. Johnson. This contract was approved by the Commissioner. The survey 
was reported, as executed in September and October, 1877, returned by the surveyor- 
general with his letter of December 20, 1878, referred to the adjudicating division 
of this office March 19, 1879, and patented May 19, 1879, for 1,714,764.94 acres. 

Pending these proceedings a large number of letters, complaints, petitions, pro- 
tests, and charges were transmitted to this office and Department from citizens of New 
Mexico, alleging fraud in tbe location and boundaries of this claim, its extension far 
beyond any original claim or possession by the grantees, the invasion of settlement 
and mining rights, and of the rights of jaative inhabitants and Indian occupants. 

Nothing more than mere formal notice of these various complaints and allegations 
appears to have been taken or done by this office. No investigation was had, but 
the claim for this enormous region of country appears to have been carried through 
by official readiness, without regard, as it seems to me, to the interests of the Govern 
ment or the rights of citizens of the territory iu actnal occupancy of the land. 

Evidences of fraud were manifest in the bald fact of the presentation of a claim for 
nearly 2,000,000 acres based upon a grant of less than 100,000 acres. The grants of 
the Mexican authorities were governed by the laws of the nation. Colonization 
grants were expressly limited in quantity. This limitation was extremely liberal, 
allowing grants of 11 square leagues, or 48,000 acres, to one persou, but the limi- 
tation at that point was positive and absolute. No official of the Mexican govern- 
ment had power to make a grant in excess of that quantity. The alcaldes had no 
power to increase the grants, and neither through design nor error could their acts 
purporting to give possession by boundaries, carry a legal title to land beyond the 
amount granted. This precise amount and its actual boundaries were to be ascer- 
tained and fixed by authentic suVvey. 

The United States succeeded to the rights, obligations, and authority of the Mexican 
government. The United States was bound to do precisely what the Mexican govern- 
ment was bonnd to do, no more and no less. It was bound to find the exact bounda- 
ries which would give to claimants under this grant the exact quantity of laud .granted 
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by the Mexican government. The grant was for a quantity of land specific as to 
maxima in, because such was the limit of the law. The law is a part of the grant, 
and the grant is governed by the law. 

The out-boundaries of the localities mentioned in applications for these grants are 
visually of the most general character. In the present case those boundaries might 
ihave been found, or alleged to be found, at most diverse points. The alleged marking 
of boundaries under the purported juridical possession was of an unstable character, 
easily removed and liable to early destruction from natural and other causes. 

Nothing was easier than to find such alleged monuments wherever they were de- 
sired. But in the so-called adjudication of this case the boundaries claimed and 
monuments asserted by interested parties were accepted as the actual boundaries and 
monuments of the grant, which was thus swollen from little over four townships at 
most to more than seventy-five townships of public land. 

The proceedings of this office in carrying this extravagant claim through to patent 
appear to me to have been of an extraordinary character. 

The decision of the Secretary in 1869, that the claim, under the confirmatory act 
of Congress, was limited to 22 leagues, bad become final under the rules govern- 
ing the practice of this Department in its administration of the laws. The refusal 
of Mr. Secretary Delano to review it rendered that decision as to this case res judicata 
so far as executive action was concerned. If the Secretary of the Interior could not 
have reopened the case, certainly the Commissioner could not under such rules. The 
Commissioner did reopen it as an assumed result of the correspondence between him. 
aelf and the Secretary hereinbefore cited. 

An examination of this correspondence shows that it furnished no proper or suffi- 
cient basis for the Commissioner's action in reopening the decided case. 

On March 10, 1877, he addressed a letter to the Secretary, referring to the decision 
of the former Secretary, holding the confirmation limited to 22 square leagues, " which 
said decision," says the Commissioner, il aUo contained instructions to this office in effect 
that where a Mexican colonization grant is confirmed without measurement of bound- 
aries or of distinct specification of the quantity confirmed, either in the statute or in 
the report upon which confirmation was made, no greater quantity than 11 leagues to 
each claimant shall be surveyed." 

He then refers to the opinion of the 8upreme Court in the Tameling case, in which 
the court held that Congress, having acted upon the claims, " as recommended for con- 
firmation by the surveyor-general," " the confirmation being absolute and uncondi- 
tional, without any limitation as to quantity, we must regard it as effectual and oper- 
ative for the entire tract." 

The rule, the Commissioner says, is diametrically opposite that announced by Mr. 
Secretary Cox in the case decided by him. In view of this difference of opinion and 
Tuling the Commissioner asks to be "instructed as to how I shall proceed in the ad- 
judication of like cases in the future. 71 

The Secretary replies : *'You will hereafter be governed by the rule laid down in 
said (Tameling) case in all similar cases, and patent will issue for the tract recom- 
mended by the surveyor-general and confirmed by an act of Congress, notwithstand- 
ing it may exceed in amount 11 square leagues of land." 

The Commissioner's letter asked for instructions as to future cases only, not to cases 
previously decided. The Secretary replies to this specific request and instructs the 
Commissioner what shall be done " hereafter 1 * u in similar cases, 11 not that anything 
shall be done in cases already settled. He is not instructed to reopen auy case that 
had been decided. The Commissioner asked for no instructions in respect to the 
Maxwell grant, and received none. This grant was, not before him for a review of 
the decision of the Secretary of 1869 ; he had no duty to perform in regard to it ; 
but he proceeded upon his own motion, apparently, to order a new survey, and he 
directed it to be made "in strict accordance with the juridical possession;" not ac- 
cording to the grant, which must have been determined by the law; not according 
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to the confirmation, which made no mention of the alleged "mounds" by which 
2,700 square miles of territory were claimed to have been marked out as the bound- 
aries of a colonization grant limited under Mexican laws to 150 square miles; but 
precisely according to those exaggerated boundaries. 

And in accepting the alleged boundaries of juridical possession as determinative of 
boundaries under the grant and confirmation no notice appears to have been taken 
of the facts disclosed by the record and adverted to in the report of the Commissioner 
and decision of the Secretary in 1869, that the "sketch-map " purporting to define such 
boundaries, and in substantial accordance with which the approved survey was exe- 
cuted, did not accompany the surveyor-general's report, upon which confirmation 
was made, and was therefore no part of such confirmation, was produced, with but 
slight or no evidence of its authenticity, eleven years after such report was made, 
nine years after the confirmation of the grant, and twenty -six years subsequent to the 
date of the document of possession of which it was claimed to be a part, and that the 
claim of possession to the extent so described was contradicted by grant clai nanta 
themselves before the departmental assembly in 1884, when they stated that the grant 
did not exceed 15 or 18 leagues, and exhibited to the assembly the judicial certificated 
confirming such statement. 

The surveyor-general, Mr. H. M. Atkinson, had anticipated the Commissioner by 
making a contract for survey by the larger claimed boundaries with the same sur- 
veyor who had made the private survey for the claimant in 1870, which unauthorized 
contract was not 'approved by the Commissioner. The Commissioner's instructions to 
the surveyor-general that a disinterested deputy should be selected to make the sur- 
vey, " who has had no connection or business transaction referable to the interests of 
the owners of the grant," appear, however, to have been ignored by the surveyor- 
general, and his neglect of such instructions does not appear to have been disapproved, 
for the contract of survey was given to a brother of an alleged owner of the grant, 
and the alleged owner himself was the bondsman, and this contract, obnoxious as it 
seems to me to publio morals and official obligations, was approved, and the survey 
thus made approved and patented. 

No written decision was rendered by the Commissioner upon boundaries, or other- 
wise, in the case before issue of patent, but patent was summarily issued without 
formal decision and without opportuuity being afforded adverse parties or protectants 
to appeal to the Secretary of the Interior or invoke his supervisory judgment. 

On August 16, 1881, Mr. Secretary Kirk wood, upon the application of Mr. O. P. 
MeMains, the present petitioner, recommended the Attorney- General to bring suit to 
set aside the patent. In his letter to the Attorney-General the Secretary said : 

"The petition (which referred particularly to that portion of the land lying in New 
Mexico) alleges gross errors in the survey, whereby nearly a million acres have been 
illegally embraced in excess of the grant, and that fraud and perjury, and suborna- 
tion of perjury, have been resorted to in procuring the location of the alleged bound- 
aries far distant from the original lines of the juridical possession. 

" The matter was referred to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and I 
* inclose copy of his report, dated 1st instant, with accompanying papers, which, how- 
ever, only recites the proceedings had, without touching upon the matters of truth or 
falsity of ike survey set up in the petition. 

" I have given the papers such examination as the limited time would permit, and 
am persuaded that great reasons exist for assuming that the patent was improvidently 
issued, without sufficient consideration of the matters shown in the papers accom- 
panying the plat of survey at the time of its approval or of the protests and com- 
plaints of settlers and inhabitants of the vicinity whose possessions were invaded 
and covered by the claims of the grantees. 

"The testimony of the witnesses who profess to have identified and pointed out 
the calls ot possession is in the highest degree loose and contradictory, besides being 
r and unsupported, and the alleged plat or diseno fails to indicate any approach 
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whatever to the Purgatory or Las Animas river, or any other stream taking its tribu- 
tary water-courses from the south. On the contrary, all the waters represented on 
said plat are manifestly tributary to Red river, and those on the north appear to 
flow but a short distance from the northern boundary of the grant into that stream. 
This diseno was not before Congress at any time, and its authenticity is disputed by 
the petitioner, it being alleged that the same has been enlarged from the original so 
as to include a greater area than was at first shown by the claimant. Other manifest 
inconsistencies appear unexplained in the papers relating to all the boundaries, which 
should have demanded a further inquiry and occasioned the strictest scrutiny before 
the approval of the survey. * 

"The petition now presents allegations under oath to the effect that these bound- 
aries can be shown to have been erroneously and fraudulently established, and the 
entire proceedings set aside by a judicial inquiry if opportunity be presented for 
that purpose. 

" By a supplemental paper, dated Ilth instant, which Mr. McMains desires shall 
he considered as a part of his original petition, he refers to certain authenticated sur- 
veys, returned by the surveyor-general of Colorado, in au attempt to connect and 
close the publio surveys upon the line of the patented grant, in which the officials 
report an utter failure to find the objects called for by the grant papers as boundaries 
in what is now the State of Colorado, and which report throws the most positive 
doubt upon the alleged location of that line. 

" These papers were not considered by the Commissioner in his report. They raise 
the question directly, not only as to the fraudulent location of the line in Colorado by 
the officials of the Territory of New Mexico, but also indirectly the question of juris- 
diction of the surveyor-general of that territory to contract for and approve a survey 
of that portion of the grant extending into another territory or state, although origi- 
nally a portion of New Mexico. * * * 

" While this question of jurisdiction may not be specially important in this case, I 
deem it proper to state that the records of the General Land Office show that nearly 
all the townships traversed by the located northern line of the grant in Colorado had 
heen surveyed and the plats filed long before the survey of the grant ; yet the plat of 
approved survey does not show a single township or section line, and makes no refer- 
ence thereto, but represents the whole as an uusurveyed region, upon which the 
marks and monuments purport to have been established by reference to natural and 
topographical objects, many of the names and delineations of streams and geographi- 
cal points being deliberately changed from those already officially reported by the 
township surveys and plats. 

" It is greatly to be regretted that in a case involving an immense area of territory 
and such grave complications of individual and public interests, as well as of juris- 
diction and authority, the seemingly improvident issue of patent has placed the whole 
matter beyond the power of this Department to correct. 

" It may be extremely difficult to so bring the subject before the judicial tribunals 
as to enable a thorough sifting and intelligent action to be had upon the whole mat- 
ter, but if in your judgment such proceedings can be instituted by a suit to set aside, 
the alleged fraudulent patent and survey with any probability of a successful issue 
I recommend that the same be brought." 

A suit was brought, as I am informed, in the eighth judicial circuit to set aside this 
patent, so far as it embraces land lying in the State of Colorado. I am not advised 
why suit was not also brought in New Mexico to set aside the patent as far as it em- 
braces land in that territory. Neither am I advised of the present status of the suit 
as brought in Colorado. 

The reasons urged by Mr. Secretary Kirkwood why the judicial power of the Gov- 
ernment should be invoked to set aside this patent appear to me most cogent, and are 
enforced by a review of the proceedings through which the patent was obtained. 

I respectfully recommend that the attention of the honorable Attorney-General be 
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called to the importance of this matter, and tbat be be requested to take all proper 
steps necessary to the protection of tbe in 1 crests of the Government in connection 
with the proceedings heretofore instituted in tbe eighth judicial circuit, and to cause 
suit to be commenced denovo in the territorial courts of New Mexico, within which 
jurisdiction the greater poition of ihe land lies. 
Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 
Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

private grants known as "buri buri " and " canada de guadalupe la v18i- 

tacion y rodeo viejo." 

Department of the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C.,*7fot«22, 1885. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from the 
Attorney-General, dated 9th ultimo, accompanied by the application of J. W. Den- 
rer, attorney for settlers claiming to be on publio lands of the United States in the 
county of San Mateo, State of California, for authority to use the name of the United 
States in legal proceedings to set aside the patents issued for the private land 
claims in California known as " Buri Buri " and " Caff ada de Guadalupe la V isita- 
cion y Rodeo Viejo.'' Said application is based upon allegations of fraud in the sur. 
▼eye of the above named ranch os, and, with other papers, was referred to this office 
on the 11th ultimo by the honorable Assistant Secretary for " report and expression 
of views." 

It is proper to state at the outset of this investigation that portions of the bounda- 
ries of three Mexican grants are to be taken into consideration, to wit : The Laguna 
de la Merced and the two already named. 

Tbe Laguna de la Merced lies in the county of San Francisco, and is founded on a 
grant made to Jose" Autonio Gallindo by Governor Jose" Castro on tbe 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1835, and, like the "Buri Bnri" and " Visitacion " rauchos, had its eastern 
boundary on the bay of San Fraocisco, extending westerly toward the ocean. The 
4t Merced" grant was made a few days subsequent to tbat of the "Buri Buri," and wa* 
described as " commencing at the Rincon de San Bruno, on the northeast corner of 
the rancho Buri Buri, at low- water mark on the sbore of the bay of San Francisco ; 
thence westerly in a straight line along the northern boundary of the rancho Buri Buri 
through the Laguna Alta to the ocean; 11 and for all purposes involved in the appli. 
cation it is only necessary to take into consideration this south boundary of the 
Merced and the north boundary of the Buri Bnri, as they stand related the one to 
tbe other, and subsequently, in the same connection, the south and western bounda- 
ries of the " Visitacion." 

From the juridical possession, which is the governing feature of the decrees which 
followed, it is found that the northern line of the Buri Buri is described as follows: 
4 * Taking as a starting point the (Solar) looking toward the north and standing at 
the ba^e of the bill of San Bruno, the angle (Rincon) of same name, and the extremity 
of the estuary that is there and looks toward the south : From this point, having 
taken a westerly direction along the base (falda) of said hill until striking the publio 
road in a small valley which commences at that place and falls into another between 
the small lake called de San Bruno, and tbe location whereon formerly stood the 
'Corral de Maderia,' which was also called * de San Bruno/ and following the line in 
the same direction or point of the compass, so as to pass by the elevated small lake* 
•Laguna Alta,'" • • • 

It will be readily seen b^ a comparison of the descriptions of the north boundary 
of the Buri Buri and the south boundary of the Laguna de la Merced that they were 
entirely coincident from a point on the bay of San Francisco until the Laguna Alta, 
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a lake not far from the Pacific ocean, was reached ; and the deduction seems plain 
that this line of demarkation between the grants was to be a straight line between 
the two points named. For instance, the boundary of the Merced was in a straight 
line westerly along the northern boundary of the Buri Buri, through the Laguna Alia, to 
the ocean, and the northern boundary of the Buri Buri was to run westerly from what 
would seem to be the same point on the bay of San Francisco, without variation of the 
oompasi, " so as to pass by the elevated small lake, Laguna Alta." 

The eastern boundary of the Merced grant did not follow the bay of San Fran- 
cisco, but " commencing again at the first station (the R in con de San Bruno), thence 
in a straight line to the top of the hill of San Bruno, thence along the ridge of the 
range of the hills, extending thence in a nearly northern direction to the portezuelo 
or hollow, where the road leading from San Jose* to San Francisco crosses the range 
of said hills." 

It will thus be seen that the eastern angle of this grant rested on the bay of San 
Francisco, and that its sides diverged, the southern one " in a straight line along the 
northern boundary of the rancho Buri Buri, through the Laguna Alta, to the ocean," 
and the northern one, as described in the preceding paragraph, having its termination 
at the portezuelo, or hollow, where the road from San Jose* to San Franoisco crosses 
the range of the San Bruno hills. 

From this last point it was to run north ^39° 50' west in a straight line to the ocean, 
and thence along the beach of the ocean to the terminating point of the first described 
line. The quantity contained was a little more than one league from north to south 
and a half league from east to west, more* or less. 

Nearly six years after the Merced grant was made, to wit, July 31, 1841, a grant 
was made to Jacob P. Leese of the Canada de Guadalupe la Visitacion y Rodeo Viejo, 
bounded as follows : " On the east by the bay, on the west by the Canimo Real and 
portezuelo, on the north by the rancho of Don Cornelio Bernal, and on the south by 
that of Don Jose* Sanchez." 

In his petition Leese bounds his claim on the south by the rancho of Franoisco Haro 
(another name for the Merced grant) and that of Jose" Sanchez, the grantee of the Buri 
Buri grant, but for some reason the Merced grant is lost sight of as a boundary in the 
Visitacion grant, and the Buri Buri grant is alone called for as the southern boundary, 
and which barely touches it at its southern point on the bay, by reason of the inter- 
vening location, by specific boundaries, of the Merced grant, which had been granted 
nearly five years prior to the Visitacion grant as aforesaid. 

By the decree of the district court of California the Merced or de Haro grant was 
limited to half a square league, and this quantity was carved out of the original bound- 
aries of the grant, and the So br ante or overplus was surveyed as public lands of the 
United States and opened up to settlement. 

Settlements were made on these lands under the pre-emption law, in many in- 
stances payment made, and in one instance, it is alleged, patent issued. 

It is alleged in the application that after the quantity to which the de Haro claim- 
ants were entitled had been allotted to them the owners of the Visitacion Rancho 
4 * set up a claim to the land west of the top of the hill of 8an Bruno, and the owners 
of the Buri Buri about the same time claimed the right to go north of the straight 
line running westwardly from the R in con, or Point San Bruno, through the Laguna 
Alta," whereby the lines of both these grants were so changed as to include the land 
which was within the out-boundaries of the de Haro grant and which had been sur- 
veyed aud settled upon as public lands. 

The Visitacion Rancho was patented December 18, 1865, and the Buri Buri October 
31, 1872, and the settlers upon the public lands, as aforesaid, claim that they have 
never had an opportunity of defending their rights in the premises, that they have 
been deprived of such opportunity by deception and fraud on the part of the United 
States district attorney in charge of their interests, and that their only redress is 
through the action of the Government of the United States. 
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After a careful examination of the surveys of the ranchos Ban Buri and Visitacion 
and the testimony on file in relation thereto I am of the opinion that they are not in 
accordance with the boundaries set forth in the respective grants and final decrees; 
that they wrongfully encroach npon the public domain; and that the settlers who 
have gone upon the surveyed public lands under the sanction and authority of the 
Government, paid for said lands and made valuable improvements thereon, have just 
grounds upon which to expect the intervention of the Government to the extent of 
seeming them a fair trial in vindication of their property rights. 

If the law department of the Government should see proper to afford the relief 
prayed for, any aid that can be given toward the accomplishment of the ends of 
right and justice will be cheerfully rendered by this office. 

The papers and documents referred, which afford much and pertinent information 
in relation to the matters set forth in the application, are returned herewith. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. A. J. 8PARK8, 

Commieeioner. 
Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, 

Secretary of the Interior. 
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E. -SURVEYING DIVISION. 



The work performed in this division of the office daring the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1885, was as follows: 

Letters received • 4. 104 

Letters written 3,257 

Pages of record covered thereby 2, 182 

Psges of press copy 4,876 

Pages of field-notes furnished for official and individual use 2, 755 

Surveying contracts examined preliminary to approval 221 

Cases in which instrnctions were issued for fragmentary surveys 10 

Plats and transcripts of field-notes of survey of public lands and private land 

claims examined as to their correctness 1,360 

Out of the appropriation of $350,000 for surveys of the public lands 
daring the year there was apportioned as follows : 

Arizona $20,000 

California 20,000 

Colorado 45,000 

Dakota 40,000 

Florida 5,000 

Idaho ; 10,000 

Louisiana 15,000 

Minnesota 15,000 

Montana 20,000 

Nevada 25,000 

New Mexico 15,000 

Oregon 15,000 

Utah 10,000 

Washington 30,000 

Wyoming *. 20,000 

Total 305,000 

Leaving a balance of $45,000 for expenses of examination of surveys 
in the field, inspecting mineral deposits, coal-fields, timber districts, &c. 

Oat of the appropriation of $10,000 for the same year for resnrveys 
of the public lands, in the discretion of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, there was assigned to Colorado the sum of $5,500 by 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior. One contract was also 
made for resnrveys in Kansas, estimated liability of $1,400, and one for 
resnrveys in Florida, estimated liability of $350. 

For surveys of private land claims in Arizona and office expenses there was 

appropriated the sum of $8,000 

For the same in New Mexico 8,000 

For the same in California 5,000 

For survey of private land claims in Louisiana 5,000 

146 
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146 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Under the foregoing appropriations and the system of special depos- 
its for surveys there have been surveyed the following areas, includ- 
ing lands surveyed by the Government for railroad companies at the 
expense of the latter and those surveyed under prior contracts and not 
heretofore reported : 



Land States and Territories. 



Arizona 

California 

Colorado 

Dakota 

Florida 

Idaho 

Louisiana. ... 
Minnesota... 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Mexico. 

Oregon 

Utah 

Washington 
Wyoming ... 



Total 30,305, 



Public 
lands. 



Acres. \ 
1,419,896 
3,636,831 I 
3, fi24, 287 
6,092,942 | 
69,165 t 
1, 369. 047 
435,081 
476, 037 
1, 907, 246 
633 
1,023,537 
1,693,728 
2,868,318 
640,712 
1,223,906 
8,923,700 



Private 

land 
claims. 



Aeret. 
24," 904." 81 



23,022.28 



47,927.1 



In addition to the above there were resurveys of lands made as fol- 
lows : 

Acres. 

Colorado 413,935 

Louisiana 147,949 

Kansas 608,812 



Total area resurveyed 1,170,696 

SUEVEY OP INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 

Under the appropriation of $50,000 made by act of Congress approved 
July 4, 1884 (Stat. 23, p. 94), for survey of boundaries of Indian reser- 
vations and subdividing the same for allotments, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, contracts for surveys were made and 
returns have been received thereunder as exhibited in the following 
tabular statement : 

Contracts made under the appropriation by Congress of July 4, 1884, for surveys of bound- 
aries of Indian reservations, and returns received thereunder. 



Description of surveys contracted for. 



Parts of boundaries of Uintah and Un- 
oompahgre reservations, in Utah. 



East and sout^i boundaries of Navajo 
reservation, in Arizona and New 
Mexico. 



Name of surveyor. 



Oakesand Bennett 



John G. Evans . . 



Date of 
oontract. 



Amount 

as- 
signed. 



1884. 
a Oct 14 



aNov.ia 



$9,700 



5,000 



Remarks. 



a Contract made by Commissioner General Land Office. 



Approved by Acting 
Secretary Oct IS, 
1884; wprk returned; 
account for same, 
♦11,400.77. 

Approved by Secretary 
Nov. 14. 1884 ; wort 
returned; aocount 
for same, $5,000. 
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Contract* made under the appropriation by Congress of July 4, 1884, ^c— Continued. 



Description of surreys contracted for. 



last boundary of lands purchased of 
Creek Nation for the Seminoles, 
west boundary of Wichita lands, and 
north boundary of Kiowa and Co- 
manche lands (resurvey), all in Indian 
Trrritory. 

Sonth boundaries of Quinaielt and 
Yakima reservations and subdivis- 
ions of Yakima lands in part. 

Boundaries of Southern Ute reserva- 
tion, in Colorado. 

Re-marking boundaries of donation 
claims within limits of Grande 
Rondo Indian reservation, Oregon. 

Certain boundaries of Mission Indian 
reservations in California. 

North and east boundaries of the 
Cheyenne and Arapahoe reserva- 
tions, in Indian Territory. 

Subdivision of three townships in 
Devil's Lake reservation, Dakota, 
for allotment. 

North, east, and south boundaries of 
SileU Indian reservation, Oregon. 

North and south boundaries of Nes 
Perce reservation, in Idaho. 

Sooth and southwest bonndaries of 
Bed Lake reservation and part of 
boundary of and subdivision of 
twelvo sections in White Earth res- 
ervation, Minnesota. 

Wind Hirer reservation, Wyoming, 
part of south boundary and west 
boundary of reservation. 



Name of surveyor. 



Simon Mote. 



Date of 
contract 



Amount 

as- 
signed. 



1884. 
a Nov. 17 



$3,100 



Remarks. 



William Min to... 

John J. Major — 

George Gk Beards- 
ley. 

Jeff. D. Fenton ... 
Ernst H. Hesse... 
Abner M. Darling. 

Robert M. Jones.. 



a Dec. 29 


$5,600 


1885. 
a Feb. 28 


6,750 


a Feb. 2 


225 


a Mar. 5 


3,000 


aJnne30 


2,880 


a May 12 


3,613 


6Jnne20 


825 


oJune 15 


1,000 


oJune22 


767 


ftJonelO 


1.600 



Approved by Secre- 
tary Nov. 17, 1884. 



Approved by Acting 
Secretary Jan. 15, 



Approved by Secre- 
tary Feb. 28, 1885. 

Approved by Commis- 
sioner 6. L. O. Feb. 
14. 1885; work re- 
turned and accepted. 

Approved by Commis- 
sioner 6. L. O. Mar. 
18,1885. 

Approved by Secre- 
tary June 30, 1885. 

Approved by Acting 
Secretary May 18, 
1885. 

Approved by Commis- 
sioner G. L. O. July 
2,1885. 

Approved by Commis- 
sioner 6. L. O. June 
29,1885. 

Approved by Commis- 
sioner G. L.O.June 
29, 1885. 



Approved by Commis- 
sioner G. L. O. June 
30,1885. 



a Contract made by Commissioner General Land Office. 
6 Contract made by United States surveyor-general. 

COLORADO-UTAH BOUNDARY-LINE. 

Under the appropriation of $6,300, made at the late session of Con- 
gress, for " completing re-marking the boundary-line between the State 
of Colorado and the Territory of Utah,'' a contract for said survey was 
entered into by the Government with Allen D. Wilson on June 20, 1885. 

DAKOTA-MONTANA BOUNDARY-LINE. 

Under the appropriation of $8,400, made also at the last session of 
Congress, for the purpose of completing the survey of the boundary- 
line between the Territories of Dakota and Montana, a contract for said 
survey was entered into on June 30, 1885, with Daniel G. Major. 

For details of the surveying operations in the several surveying dis- 
tricts reference is made to the accompanying annual reports of the sev- 
eral surveyors-general. 
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MILITARY RESERVATIONS. 

Schedule showing the names and locations of existing military reservations in the public-land 
states and territories, and the area, as far as known or estimated, with reference to execu- 
tive orders, or authority other than the Executive, by which the reservations were established, 
enlarged, or reduced. 



Name and location of reservation. 






Area in 
acres. 



ALABAMA. 

At entrance to Mobile Bay, the small islands 
between the north point of Dauphin Island and 
Cedar Point, Grant, Heron, Tower, and other 
islands (a), and so much of Cedar Point as Has in 
fractional sections 25 and 26, T. 8 8..R.2W. 

Cedar Point 

Fort Gaines, on eastern end of Dauphin Ial- 
and. 

Fort Morgan, in T. 9 $., R. 1 E 

ALABAMA AXD MISSISSIPPI. 

All that part of Cat Island owned by the Govern - 
ment: all of Ship Island, Round, Hurricane, 
and Dog Islands; the west aod east ends of 
Horn and Petit Bois Blanc Islands. Area (in- 
cluding Dog and Hurricane Islands) esti- 
mated at 100 acres. 

Total in Alabama and Mississippi as far 
as known. 

ARIZONA TRRRITORY. 

Camp Bowie, near Chiricahua Mountains 

Camp Grant (new), in T. 8, 9, and 10 S., R. 28 

and 24 E. 
Camp Mqjare, on Colorado River : 

Poet 

Hay and wood 

Camp McDowell, extends 10 miles along the 
river Verde and 2 miles on each side of the 
river. 
Fort Verde, partly in T. 13 N., R. 5 E. : 

Post 

Fort Whipple, in T. 14 N., R. 2 E 

Camp Lowell, in T. 13 and 14 8., R. 14, 15, and 

16 E. 
Camp Apache, within the limits of the White 

Mountain Indian Reservation. 

Fort Thomas, mostly in T. 4 »., R. 23 E 

Fort Huaohuca, in southern Arizona, adjacent 

to Babacomari private land claims. 

Total in Arizona as far as known 

ARKAHSAB. ' 

Quarry reservation for stone for public build- 
ings at Little Rook arsenal, vis : M h of Sec. 25 
and N. J of N. J of Sec 36, all on right bank of 
Arkansas river. 

Hot Springs, Ark 

Fort Smith national oemetery, in Seo. 17, T. 8 
N. t R. 32 W. 

Total in Arkansas 

CALIFORNIA. 

Angel Island, in 8an Francisco Bay 

a Area of island not known. 



296.50 
(6) 



(6) 



6,716.55 



7,013.05 



28, 040. 00 
42. 341. 00 



5,582.00 

004. 18 1 

24,750.15 



9,203.79 
1,780.00 

49,920.00 

7.42L14 

10,487.00 
(o) 



175,460.89 



260.96 



6.765 
14.81 



L53 



<•) 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Executive order, February 9, 1842. 
Lands conveyed to the United States 

by decree of chancery in January, 

1853. 
Secretary of War, September 10, 1842; 



Executive order, August 80, 1847. 
This does not include Round Island, 
which was previously reserved for 
naval purposes. 



Executive orders, March 30, 1870, i 

November 27, 1877. 
Executive order, April 17, 1876. 



Executive order, March 80, 1870. 
Executive order, April 12. 1867. 



Executive orders, March 30, 1870, and 
August 17, 1876. 

Executive orders, August 81, 1869, 
and October 19. 1875. Act of Con- 
gress, approved June 22, 1874 (Stats. 
18, p. 201). 

Executive order, October 26, 1875. 

Executive order, February 1, 1877. 

Executive order, May 18, 1877. 
Executive orders, October 29, 188L 
and May 14, 1883. 



Commissioner of General Land Offloe, 
April 11, 1839. 



Act of Congress, April 20, 1882, and 
executive order, November 17, 1880. 

Executive orders, May 22, 1871, and 
December 8, 1876. 



Executive orders, November 6, 1850, 
and April 20, 1860. 

b Area not known. 
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Schedule of military reservations, with area, date, fc— Continued. 



Name and location of reservation. 



Area in 
acres. 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



California— continued. 

Aloatras Island, in San Francisco Bay. 
Dnun Barracks, at Wilmington, Cal. .. 



Benicda barracks and arsenal, in T. 2 and 8 N., 

x> « audi W 

Fort Bidwell, in T. 46 N., B. 15 and 16 £., Mount 
Diablo meridian: 
Post 



Wood 

Deedman's Island, being lot 1, Sec. 19, T. 5 S., B. 

13 W., San Bernardino meridian. 
Camp Gaston, in T. 8 N., K.5E, of Humboldt 

meridian, within Hoopa Valley Indian Baser- 

Tation. 

Fort Hilt or Monterey, at Monterey 

Island called Bed Bock, Golden Bock, or Molate, 

in See. 17, T. 1 N., R. 5 W. t Mount Diablo me- 

rldisn. 
Presidio military reserve, Fort Point, on San 

Francisco Bay. 

Point San Jose (originally included within the 
Presidio reserve tfo. 1). 

Point Lorn* (San Diego), at San Diego Harbor : 
"To include thai portion of the peninsula ly- 
ing on west aide of entrance to the harbor 
which shall be included between the southern- 
most point of the peninsula (Punta de Loma) 
and a line drawn across said peninsula from the 
harbor to the ocean at a distance of 1J miles 
above Punta de Gulssnas." 

San SoUto Bay Point: From southern boundary 
af San Solito Bay, a line parallel to the chan- 
nel of entrance to the Pacific. 

Three Brothers, Three Sisters, and Marine Isl- 
ands, in entrance to San Pablo Bay. 

Terba Boena Island (Camp Reynolds), in San 
Frencinco Bay. 

Mount Whitney : All of T. 15 8., R. 84 B. ; T. 16 
8^ R. 34 E. ; T. 16 S., B. 85 E. ; Sees. )9 to 36, 
Inclusive, of T. 15 S., B. 85 B.; Sees. 19, 20, 29, 
30, 31, and 82, T. 15 S., R. 36 E., Mount Diablo 
meridian. 



Total in California. 



COLORADO. 



Fort Lvon, on Arkansas river, inoluding the 
islands in river along the reserve. 



PfksV Peak signal station 

Fort Lewis, in T. 84 and 85 N., R. 10. 11, and 12 

W. of New Mexico principal meridian. 
Cantonment on the TJncompabgre river 

Total in Colorado 

DAKOTA. 

Fort Abraham Lincoln, on west bank of Missouri 
river, including Sibley Island. 

Fort Buford, in Montana and Dakota, on Yellow- 
stone and Missouri rivers. 

Fort Pembimv Sees. 16. 17, 18, and fractional Sec. 
15, T. 163 N., R. 51 W. 

Fort Stevenson, on both sides of Missouri river, 
partly in T. 147 N., B. 84 W. 

aUnsurveyed. 
b Area not known. 
e Area not stated, 
rf TJnsurveyed ; area not known. 



(a) 
55.00 



844.90 



2,441.45 

640.00 
2.00 

451.50 



(6) 

7.1 



1479.94 
57.89 
(b) 



(c) 

(d) 

(©) 

s84.480.00 



89,960.12 



/6, 865. 00 



8,192.00 
80, 72a 00 

4,298.25 



49,070.25 

(b) 
^676,000.00 
1,899.08 
A48.000.00 



Executive order, November 6, 1850. 

Deeded to the United States by pri- 
vate parties. 

Executive order, October 10, 1862. 
Deeded by private persons in 1849. 



Executive orders, October 19, 1866, Oc- 
tober 4, 1870, and February 16, 1886. 
Executive order, February 7, 1871. 
Executive order, March 15, 1872. 

Executive order, April 2, 1869. 



Executive order. November 23, 1866. 

Secretary of Interior, March 2, 1868; 

executive order. October 21, 1882. 

Executive orders, November 6, I860, 
and December 31, 1851 ; act of Con- 
gress, May 9, 1876 (Stats. 19, p. 52). 

Executive orders, November 6, I860, 
and December 81, 1851 ; act of Con* 
gross, July 1, 1870 (Stats. 16, p. 186). 

Executive order, February 26, 1862. 



Executive order, November 6, 1860. 



Executive order, October 25, 1867. 

Executive orders, November 6, 1860, 

and October 12, 1806. 
President's order, September 20, 1888. 



This reservation was declared by ex- 
ecutive order, September 1, 1868. 
Reduced 10 acres by act of Con- 
gress approved June 23, 1874. 

Executive order, December 23, 1873. 

Executive order, January 27, 1882. 

Opinion of Secretary of War, No- 
vember 18, 1882; executive orders, 
March 12, 1864, and July 6, 1884. 



Executive orders, February 11, 1878, 

and December 17, 1875. 
Executive order, August 18, 1868. 

Executive order, October 4, 1870. 

Executive order, June 80, 1868. 

s About. 
/Present area. 
a Whole area, 
ft Estimated. 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 REPORT OP COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
Schedule of military reservations, with area, date, #c. — Contiuued. 



Name and location of reservation. 



Dakota— continued. 

Fort Sally, on Missouri river, 20 miles below the 
mouth of the Cheyenne. river. 



Fort Totten, mostly within the Devil's Lake In- 
dian Reservation, but including all the islands 
in Devil's Lake. 



Fort Sisseton (formerly called Fort Wads worth), 
in T. 124, 125, 126, 127, N., B. 66 and M W. 



Fort Meade : 

Post reserve in T. 5 and 6 N., R. 4 E., Black 
Hills meridian. 

Timber reservation as follows : Sees. 10, 80, 
31, 8.J Sec. 18 and W. } of Sec. 20, T. 5 N., 
E.5E.; B. 4 of Sees. 24 and 25 and SB. i 
of Sec. 13, T. 5 N. ~ ~ ~" * ~ "* 
meridian. 



Area in 
acres. 



a 28, 800. 00 



(b) 



, B. 4 B., Black Hills 



Total in Dakota as far as known or esti- 
mated. 

FLORIDA. 

North end of Amelia Island (Fort Clinch), frac- 
tional Sec. 8, T. 3 N.. B. 29 B. ; fractional Sec. 11, 
and lots 1 and 2 of Sec 14, T. 3 N., B. 28 B. 

Fort MoRee, near Pensscola. in T. 3 S., R. 31 W. : 
"All the public land within lmile of the fort 
on Fosters Bank." 

North Key, in T. 15 and 16 8., B. 12 E 

Snake Key, in T. 16 8., R. 18 B 

Mullet Key, in T. 33 S., B. 16 E 

At Charlotte Harbor: " The south end of Gaspa- 
rilla Island for a distance of 2 miles from its 
southern extremity, in T. 43 S., B. 20 B., and 
the north end of Boca Grande or Cayo Costa 
Island for a length of 2 miles from its northern 
extremity," in T. 43 S., B. 20 E.. and T. 44 S., 
B. 20 and 21 E. 

Dry Tortugas (including Fort Jefferson) 

Bgmont Inland, at entrance to Tampa Bay, in T. 
83S..B.15B. 

Flagg Island, in Saint George's Sound 

Hatanzas Inlet or Fort, in Sec 14.T. 9 S., B. 80 E. 
Fort Barranoas, in T. 3 S., B.80 W 



Fort Pickens, on west end of Santa Bosa Island. , 



At Saint Andrew's Sound : " The tongue or neok 
of laud called Crooked Island, east of the sev- 
eral entrances along the coast. " 
At Saint Augustine the folio wins-named tracts : 

1. Site of Fort Marion and adjacent lands 

8. Old powder-house lot 

4. Dragoon- barracks lot 

5. Spanish governoi 's house lot 

6. Treasury lot 

8. Saint Francis barracks and grounds 

9. Military hospital lot 

10. Powder-house lot 

a Bstimated. b Present area not known. 



78,400.00 



7,840.00 
3,344.88 



I- 



744,288.91 



419.44 



<«> 



159.48 

62.17< 

842.29 

2,143.88 



6392.77 
(«) 

(«) 
(•) 



(«) 
(«) 



(«) 
(«> 
(«) 
(«) 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Executive orders, December 10, 1869, 
and January 17, 1877. By the latter 
order that part west of the east bank 
of the Missouri river and within 
the Sioux Indian reservation was 
left out. 

Established by executive orders Jan* 
uary 11, 1870, and October 7, 1878 ; 
reduced by General Orders, War 
Department, No. 17, August 28, 
1876, and No. 49, July 5, 1883, by an- 
thority of Secretary of War ; exec- 
utive order February 10, 1881, cor- 
rects the description of reservation 
in reference to certain islands in 
Devil's Lake. 

Executive orders, March, 1867. and 
October 14, 1867 ; by executive order 
of February 7, 1871, so modified as 
to leave out that part of reserve 
within the Wahpeton and Sisseton 
Indian reservation. 

Executive order, December 18, 1878. 

Executive order, April 18, 1881. 



Declared by executive order Febru- 
ary 9, 1842. Lot 2 of 8**c 14 pat- 
ented to D. L. Yule September 6, 
1863 

Executive order, February 9, 1842. 

Executive order. March 2, 1840. Order 
of Secretary of War, March 23, 1849. 
Originally reserved- as a part of Ce- 
dar Keys, although Mullet Kejy is 
not one of the C»*dar Keys, but ft at 
the entrance of Tampa Bay. 

Secretary of War. March 23, 1849; 
executive order, November 17, 1882. 



Executive order, September 17, 1845* 

Secretary of War, March 23, 1849; ex- 
ecutive order, November 17, 1882. 

Secretary of War, March 23. 1849; ex- 
ecutive order, November 17, 1882. 

Secretary of War, March 23, 1849. 

It falls within the naval reservation 
declared by executive order, Jan- 
nary 10, 18<8, end it is said to have 
been declared February 9, 1842. 

Land deeded to the United States May 
28, 1828. 

Secretary of War, March 23, 1849. 



Secretary of War, October 12, 1888, 
and March 28, 1849. 



cArea not known. 
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Name and location of reservation. 



klorida— continued. 

At Saint Joseph's Bar: "The whole nock or 
'nastf* fomiag the bay of Saint Joseph, 
i Ha northern extremity or point Saint 
Joseph, to ita connection with the mainland 
at the eastern shore of the bay, including Cape 
8an Bias," in T. 9 S., B. 11 W., andT. 7, 8, and 
9 8., R. 12 W. 

8elBt Mark's 

Tract reserved for Fort Saint Mark's and adjacent 
to it 



All the public land between the fort and Third 
street in the town of Saint Mark's. 

Santa Rosa Sound : * ' So mnch of the point oppo- 
site to and east of the east end of Santa Rosa 
Island as lies in T. 2 S., R 22 W." 

Key West or Thompson's Island 



Key West Shoals, & W. point of Key West 

Hanlover canal, 1,000 feet each aide from the 
center, in Sec. », T. 20 S., R 36 R. 

Total in Florida aa far as known or estimated 



Fort Boise, in Boise Valley, one-half mile from 

Boise City. 
Bay reserve for Fort Boise 



Fort Hall, within the Fort Hall Indian Reserva- 
tion, in T. 3 N., R. 38 E. 

Fort Lapwai, within Nez Perce Indian Reserve, 
inT.35N., R. 4 W. 

Hay reserve in same township 



Fort Cceor d'Alene : 

Post reserve, tn T. 50 N., R 4 W 

Winter pasture reserve, in T. 50 and 51 N., 

R4 W. 
Hay reserve, surveyed but not declared, in 

T.50N..R4 W. 



Total in Idaho. 



Fort Armstrong (Rock Island), in fractional 
T. 18 N., R. 1 and 2 W., fourth principal merid- 



Total in Illinois., 
a Area not known. 



Area in 
acres. 



3, 851. 21 



Date of ezecntive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Secretary of War, March 23, 1840, 
besides what had been sold prior to 
date of order. 



(a) 
805.75 



(«) 



Secretary of War, March 23, 1840. 
By decree of superior court middle 
district of Florida, June 30, 1838. 
ont of the limits of laud olaimed 
under Forbes' purchase. 
Section 2, act of Congress March 2, 
| 1833 (4 Stat., p. 084, and executive 
I order dated January 28, 1852). 
5, 958. 20 | Executive order, February 0, 1842. 



Land said to have been deeded to the 
United States. Key covered bypri- 
vate land claim confirmed by Con- 
gress in 1828. (See act of July 22, 
1876, 10 Stat, p. 96.) 

Executive order, September 17, 1845. 

Executive order, August 26, 1880. 



5,008.70 



C750.00 



4750.00 



Executive order, April 9, 1873." 

Executive order, September 18, 1874. 
Relinquished by Secretary of War 
April 19, 1884, but not disposed of 
by General Land Offioe. 

Executive order, October 12, 1870. 

Executive orders, April 23, 1864, and 
June 15, 1871. 

The hay reserve was relinquished by 
the Secretary of War May 7, 1884, 
but has not been disposed of by the 
General Land Office. 

Request of Secretary of War, October 
9, 1877. Executive order, dated 
April 22, 1880. 

The bay reserve is within the limits 
of the reserve declared by execu- 
tive order dated August 25, 1879, 
which order was canceled by the 
order of April 22, 1880. 



Request of Secretary of War, March 
2, 1825, and September 11, 1835. By 
act of Congress approved Jane 27. 
1866 (14 Stat, n. 75), certain small 
islands were added to the reserve, 
and right of wav was granted to the 
Rock Island Railroad Company. 
Act of April 2, 1844 (6 Stat, p. 908), 
allowed George Davenport to enter 
the SE. i Sec 25, T. 18 N., R. 2 W. 



b Area not calculated. 



e Approximate present area. 



d About 
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Name and location of reservation. 



KANSAS. 

Fort Haye, in T. 18 and 14 8., R. 18 and 19 W. . . 
Fort Leavenworth, on west bank of Missouri 
rhror, inT. 8 8., B.22E. 



Fort Riley, in T. 11 and 12 8., R. 5 and 6 E . 



Total in Kansas . 



Battery Bienvenue. in T. 12 8., R. 18 E., east of 
river : " The public lands 1,200 yards each way 
from the fort. 1 ' 

Coast of Gulf of Merioo parts of T. 28 and 24 8., 
R. 22 B. ; T. 28 8., R. 23 E. ; T. 22 8., R. 24 B. ; 
T. 21 8., R. 25. 26, 27, 28 E. ; and T. 22 8.. R. 29 
B., all in southeast district, west of Mississippi 
river. 

Fort Jackson, Sec. 50, T. 20 8., R. 80 E., south- 
east district, west of Mississippi river. 

Fort Pike, consisting of " the public land within 
1,200 yards of Fort Pike." 



Fort Saint Philip, Sec. 11, T. 19 8., R. 17 E., south 

east district, east of river. 
Tower Dupres: "All the public land within 1,200 

yards ofthe fort," in T. 18 S., R. 14 E., east of l 

Mississippi river. 



Area in 



7,000.00 
a 2, 750. 00 



619,899.22 



Total in Louisiana as far as known or esti- 
mated. 

MICHIGAN. 

Fort Brady, in Sees. 5 and 0, T. 47 N..R.1B... 



Fort Mackinac (or Mackinaw), on the island of 
Mackinac. 



8aint Mary's Falls Canal Reserve in 8ec. 6, T. 47 
Additional reserve io same township 



Aaaitionai reserve id same township 

Improvement of Hay Lake channel, Saint Mary's 

river, lots 5 and 6, Sec. 2, and lot 8, 8eo. 8, T. 

45N., R2E. 
The unsurveyed islands in Sees. 9 and 10, T. 47 

N., R. 1 E. 
Fort Wayne, near city of Detroit 



Total in Michigan as far as known 



a About 

b Present area. 



81, 149. 22 



(c) 
(d) 

740.97 
(«) 



550.12 



<«) 



1,297.09 



(/) 



(c) 



9.41 



(«) 
145.90 



(o) 



155.81 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Executive order, August 28, 1868. 

Executive order. October 10, 1854. Di- 
minished by direction of Secretary 
of the Interior in 1801. See alao aet 
of July 27, 1808 (15 Stat, 288) ; Joint 
resolution February 9, 1871 (10 Stat, 
591) ; act of July ft, 1868 (16 Stat, 
p. 892). 

Executive order, May 6, 1855. Re- 
duced in area under Joint resolution 
of July 26, 1866 (14 Stat, p. 867), and 
order of President thereunder of 
July 19, 1867. Further reduced 
under act of March 2, 1807 (14 8Ut, 
p. 578). 



Executive order, February 9, 1841 



Exeoutive order, March 25, 1854. 
Fort Livingston is inoluded In this 
reservation. 



Exeoutive order, February 9, 1842. 

Executive order, February 9, 1842; 
All the land has been patented to 
the state as swamp except Sec 19 
of T. 10 S., R. 15 E., southeast dis- 
trict, east of river and south of 
Qreat Rigolet Area of reserve in 
Sec 19 not known. 

Executive order, February 9, 1842. 

Executive order, February, 1842. 
Lands found to be covered by a 
private land claim. 



Included within a reservation declared 
by executive order of April 8, 1847. 
Limits designated by Secretary of 
War under act of September 26, 
1850 (9 Stat , p. 469). Act of March 
8, 1876 (18 Stat, p. 519), granted 1.26 
acres for schools and established 
streets. 

Never declared by executive order. 
Portion of reserve set apart as a 
park by act of March 8, 1875 (18 
Stat., p. 517) ; other parts granted 
to individuals by act of March 1, 
1879 (20 Stat, p 826). 

Executive order, June 10, 1882. 

Executive order, May 9, 1885. 
Executive order, October 80, 1884. 



Secretary of Interior, September 5. 

1885. . 
Land deeded to the United States 

June 8, 1842, and April 15, 1844. 



e Area not known. 

d Area unknown; partly unsurveyed. 



e Area not stated. 
/Exact area not known. 
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Name and location of recurvation. 



Port SaelHng. at junction of Mississippi and 
Minnesota rivers. 



Area in 
acres. 



«*) 



lessrvstioo on Saint Louis river, in Minnesota, 
lot 1, 8ec. 20, T. 49 N., K. 13 W. 

Total in Minnesota, except Fort Snelling. 



Grand Tower Rock, in Mississippi river, which, 

if surveyed, would be in Sec. 20, T. 34 N., R. 

14 S. of fifth principal meridian. 
Fort Leavenworth, on east bank of Missouri 

river, in T. 52 and 58 N., B. 86 W. of fifth 

principal meridian. 



Total in Missouri as far as known or eati- 



MOKTANA. 



7.82 



7.32 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Camp Baker, In T. 11 N., B. 4 B 

Fort Buford, In Montana and Dakota. (See un- 
der Dakota for particulars.) 

Tort Ellis, near Bosenian, in T. 2 and 8 S., B. 6 
snd7B. 

fort Shaw, in T. 20 N., R. 2and3W 

loriKeogh, at mouth of Tongue river 



Fort Assinnaboine, mostly between the Milk and 
Missouri rivers and within the reservation for 
the Gros Ventre, Plegan, and oth«r Indians. 
Fort Missoula: 

Original reserve, Sec. 31, T. 13 N., R, 19 W.. 

Additional reserve, 8.J NE. i and SE. 1 Sec. 

25, T. 18 N., B. 20 W., the S. A NE. J, S. 1 

NW. i, SB.* of SB.*, NE.1 of SW. *, and 

W. | of S W. i, Sec. 80, T. 18 N., R. 19 W. 

_ Timber reserve, on unsurveyed land 

Fort Maginnis, in T. 16 and 17 N., B, 20 and 21 E.. 



861,956 04 



Total in Montana 

HVBBABKA. 

Fort MePbsrson : 

Originallv 4 miles square, in T. 12 and 18 N., 

B?28W. 

Extended to north bank of Platte river 

Military road 200 feet wide added 

107 acres of reserve set apart for national 

cemetery. Reservation enlarge by adding ; 

toitSecs.2, 4,6, 8, 10, T. U N.,TL28 W.,and 

8ses. 20, 22, 26, 28, 80, 82, and 84, T. 12 K, R. 

28 W. 

In all, about | 19,500.00 

a Present area not known. b Area not given. 



(6) 
61,000.00 



1,000.00 



2,400.00 



82,160.00 



032,000.00 
d57,619.00 



0704,000.00 



64a 00 
560.23 



1, 577. 41 
d31,000.00 



Reservation made at the request of 
Secretary of War, July 13, 1839, and 
Secretary of Treasury, July 15, 1889. 
President's orders dated May 25 
1853, and November 16, 1853. Act 
of Congress approved August 26, 
1852 (10 Stats., p. 36). and order of 
Secretary of War thereunder, dated 
March 13, 1854. Joint resolution of 
Congress approved May 7, 1870 (16 
Stats., p. 876). Reduction approved 
by Secretary of War, January 1, 

Executive order, March 18, 1854. 



Executive order, February 24, 1871. 



Executive order, June 21, 1838. Por- 
tion ot reserve released by Secretary 
of War March 1, 1841. Present re- 
serve is in R. 86 W. 



Executive order, May 16, 1871. 



Executive orders, February 15, 1868, 
March 1, 1870, and November 25, 
1878. 

Executive order, January 11, 1870. 

Executive order, March 14, 1878. Gen- 
eral Orders No. 6, headquarters De- 
partment of Dakota, February 18, 
1880, describes the ferry or bridge 
site on east bank of river. 

Executive orders, March 4, 1880, and 
June 16, 1882. 



Executive order, February 19, 1877. 
Executive order, August 5, 1878. 



Executive order, June 10, 1879. 
Executive orders, April 8, 1881, and 
April 14, 1882. 



Executive order, January 22, 1867. 

Executive order, January 25, 1870. 
Executive order, October 11, 1870. 
General orders War Department, Oc- 
tober 13, 1873. 



Executive order, April 19, 1878. 
e Estimated. d About. 
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Name mod location of reservation. 



KEBRaska— continued. 

Camp Robinson, on White river, at month of 
Spring creek: 
Post reserve 



2, T. H 



Timber reserve 

Fort Sidney: 

Sidney Barracks, post reserve, Sec, 
N., R. 49 W. 

Timber and wood reserve. Sees. 6 and 18, T. 
17 N., R. 52 W. , and Sees. 12, 14, and 24, T. 
17 N., R. 53 W. 
Fort Niobrara : 

Post reserve : Sees. 26 and 85 of T. 34 N., 
Sees. 2, 8, 10, 11, T. 83 N., and sll that purt 
of Sees. 22. 28, 27, 33, and 34 of T. 84 N., and 
of Sees. 4, 5, 8, 9, T. 33 N., lying on the 
right (south and east) bank of the Nio- 
brara river, all in R. 27 W. of the sixth 
i>rincipal meridian. 

Wood and timber reserve: All that part of 
T.34 N., R. 27 W., not already embraced 
within the existing reservation, except in, 
Sees. 16 and 36 (school sections) : the NE. 
of NE. i S«c 28; the N W. J of NW. i an 
lots 2 and 3 of ftec. 27 ; the NE. * of SW. *, 
the W. 4 of SW. J, and lot 3 of Sec. 22 ; the 
E. i of sr * ' " * * ™ ■ - " — 
the " * 
lots 
Sec. 83. 

In T.34 N., R. 26 W.. all of Sees. 5,6,7, 8, 17, 
18, 29, 31, and 32 ; all of Sec. 19, except lots 
2, 3, 4, and 5 ; all of Sec. 20, except the N. 4 
of SE. k and lots 5, 6, 7, and 8, and all of 
Sec. 30, except the E ft of NW. i and lots 1 
and 2. In T. 33 N., R. 26 W., all of Sees. 
5, 6, 7, and 8. In T. 83 N., R. 27 W.,-allof 
Sees. 1 and 12. 

(To the above was added the E. 4 of SE. i and 
S. * of NE. J, Sec 25, T. 34 N., R. 27 W.. 
and at the same time there was excluded 
the W. ft of SE. i and S. ft of S W. i of Sec. 
80, of same township and range.) 



| of SE. * and S. 1 of NE. i of Sec. 25 ; 
> E.J of NW.*. the E.i of SW. J, and 
1 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Sec 31, and the NE. i of 



Total in Nebraska. 



Carlln, Sec 22 : except the E. i of NE. 4 and NW. 
i of NE.i: Sec. 26, except the S.1 of SE. 1, 
8. ± of 8W. i, NE. i of^W.J, and SE. i of 
N W. i, T. 33 N., R. 52 E. of Mount Diablo me- 
ridian. 
Fort Halleck: 

Post reserve, in T. 33 and 34 N., R. 59 E 

Wood reserve in same township as post 

Hay icserve in T. 35 and 36 N.. R. 58 E 

Camp MoDermitt, near north boundary of Ne- 
. vada: 

Post reserve, originally 2 miles square, ex- 
tended in 1870. 
Hay reserve, 5 miles long and 2 miles wide, 
extending along Quinn's river. 



Total in Nevada . 



KKW MEXICO. 

FortBavard, in T. 17 8., R. 12 and 13 W 

Fort Cummings, in T. 21 and 22 S., R. 7 and 8 W 

FortMarcy, at Santa Fe 

Fort SeMen, in T. 21 S., R. 1 E. and 1 W 

Fort Stanton, within former limits of If escalero 
Apaohe Indian Reservation. 



Area in 
acres. 



12,800.00 

2,560.00 

640.00 

.8,195.85 

6,194.84 



28,817.43 



73, 707. 62 



920.00 



4,654.73 

5, 699. ~ 

546. 



.73) 

(.28 ► 

i.92S 



3, 974. 40 
6,400.00 



22, 195. 33 



8,840.00 
23,040.00 

a 17. 77 
9, 613. 74 
10, 240. 00 



a About 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Executive orders, November 14, 1876, 

■Ad June 26, 1879. 
Executive order, Hsu sialssi 4, UK. 

Executive order, May 14, 1874. 

Executive order, May 31, 1880. 

Executive order, December 10, 1879. 



Executive order, June 6, 1881. 



Executive order, April 29, 1884. 



Executive orders, November 9, 1874. 
and Ap: 117, 1875. 



Executive orders, October 4, 1870, and 
October 11, 1881. 

Executive orders, September 3, 1867, 
October 4, 1870. ana November 22, 
1878. The last order merely cor- 
rected ao error in description of the 
fourth course of the boundary of 
the reserve. 



Executive order of April 19, 1869. 

Executive orders, April 29, 1870, and 
November 9, 1880. 

Executive order. August 28, 1866. 

Executive order, November 28, 1870. 

Originally 12 miles square bv execu- 
tive order of May 12, 1859. feeduoed 
under act of May 21, 1872, to a tract 
6 miles long and 2 miles wide. I mile 
from each bank of the river Bonito. 
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Name and location of reservation. 



new Mexico— continued. 

Tort Sumner, post cemetery, situated in NE. i 
8ec 15 and N. W. * Sec. 14, T. 2 N., R. 26 E. : 

These two subdivisions contain 

Fort Union falls, within the confirmed private 
land grant Mora: 

Post and timber reserve 

Fort Win gate, in T. 13, 14, and 15 N., R. 15, 16, 
and 17 W. 

Total in New Mexico , 

OREGON. 

Fart Klamath, in T. 38 S., R. 7* B. : 

Post reserve in Sees. 22, 23, 26, and 27 

Hay reserve in Sees. 3, 4, 9, 10. 15, 16, 21. and 22 

Sand Island, in Sees. 14, 23, and 24, T. 9 N.. R. 11W 

Point Adams (Fort Stevens), in T. 10 N., R. 10 

W. ; fractional Sees. 5 and 6, and N. ft Sees. 7, 8, 

and 9. 

Fart Orfbrd, in T. 13 S., R. 15 W 

Total in Oregon 

UTAH. 

Camp Douglas, in T. 1 N. and 1 S., R. 1 E 



Total in Utah. 



WASHINGTON. 

Port Angeles and Bdis Hook, in T. 80 and 81 N., 

R. 5 and 6 W. 

Canoe Island, off east coast of Shaw Island 

Fort Colville, in T. 85 and 36 N., R. 39 E 

Cape Disappointment, including Fort Canby, 

fractional section 9 (except lot 4, reserved for 

light-house purposes) and part of fractional 

sections 4 and 5, T. 9 N., R. 11 W. 
Southwest part of Lopez Island, including Bunch 

Island and Whale Rooks. 
Northwest part of Lopez Island, extending from 

Flat Point to Upright Point. These reserves 

are in T. 84, 35, 36 N., R. 2 W. 
At Nee-ah Harbor, straits Juan de Fuca : 

1. We-addah Island 

2. Tract east side of harbor 

3. Tract west side of harbor 

At narrows of Paget Sound : 

L South end of Vasbous Island 

2. On north side of Gig Harbor 

All in T. 21 and 22 N., R. 2 E. 
Pent Roberts, in Sees. 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, of T. 
40 N., R.3W. 

San Joan Island : 

Southeast point of island, including Goose 
Island and Rocky Peninsula, in T. 34 N., 
R.2 W. 
Northeast point of island, including Reid 
Rock (in Sees. 1, 2, 11, 12, and 15, T. 35 N., 
R. 3 W.). 
Shaw Island : west end of island mostly in T. 36 
H,R.2W. 
Eastern reserve on island, mostly in T. 86 N., 
R 2W. 

Fort Three Tree Point, inT.9N., R.7 W 

FertTownsend, in Sees. 21, 22, 27, 28-88, of T. 80 

N R. 1 W 
Fait Vancouver, in T. 2 N., R. 1 E 



a About. 



Area in 
acres. 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



820. 00 ; Executive order, May 22, 1871. 



66, 88a 00 
83,200.00 



Executive order, October 9, 1868. 
Executive orders, February 18, 1870, 
and March 26, 1881. 



202, 151. 51 



ttl, 000. 00 

2,135.68 

192. 07 

1, 250. 11 



(6) 



4, 577. 86 



i Executive order, April 6, 1869. 
| Executive order, August 29, 1803. 
-Executive order. February 26, 1852. 

A donation claim covers some 400 
| acres of the reservation. 
I Never declared by President; patents 

issued for the lands embraced in 
■I reservation. 



2,388.19 



(6) 

48.10 

1, 070. 00 

536.20 



80) 
60) 



599.80 
634. 



O20.00 
O400.00 
O400.00 1 

633.60 
639.00 

2,434.55 



Executive order, September 3, 1867. 
Act of Congress, May 16, 1874 (18 
Stat., p. 46). gave 20 acres for ceme- 
tery for Salt Lake religions bodies; 
act of January 21, 1885 (Stats. 28, p. 
285), reduced reserve 151.81 acres. 



Executive orders, July 19, 1862, an<! 

March 10, 1863. 
Executive order, July 2, 1875. 
Executive order, January 27, 1871. 
Executive order, February 26, 1852. 



Executive order, July 2, 1875. 



Executive order, June 9, 1868. A part 
of these lands declared reserved 
were disposed of prior to date of 
order reserving same, vis: NW.J 
of SW. i and lot 3, Sec. 1, T. 21 N., 
R. 2 E. : lot 5 and NE. i of SE. 1, 
Sec 2, T. 21 N., R 2 E.. and SW. * 
of S W. , of Sec. 33, T. 22 N.. R. 2 E. 

Executive order, September 13, 1859, 
at suggestion of Commissioner of 
General Land Office. 



640.00 



508.33 



► | Executive order, July 2. 1875. 



515.801 

gg^ w f Executive order, July 2, 1875. 



*90f. 



640.00 
62L97 



1 Executive order, July 81, 1865. 
Executive order, January 29, 1859. 



639. 54 I Order of Secretary of War, October 
29, 1853. Executive order, January 
5. 1878 (Aft, of an acre was granted 
I to Catholic mission). 



b Area not known. 
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Schedule of military reservations, with area, date, <fc. — Continued. 



Name and location of reservation. 



WAflHUOTOH— continued. 

Fort Walla Walla; part of the post reserve re- 
maining unsold. 

Fort Spokane, on Spokane river 



Reservations at follows at twenty-five different 

S ints where the title should be found to be in 
e United States, vis: 

1. On north side of New Dungeness Har- 

bor, embracing all the peninsula to its 
junction with the main land, in T. 31 
X..R.4W. 

2. South side of New Dungeness Harbor, in 

T. 81 X.. R. 3 and 4 W. 

3. On west side of entrance to Washington 

Harbor, in T. 30 X., R. 3 W. 

4. Bast side of entrance to Washington Har- 

bor, in T. 80 X., R. 3 W. 

5. Challam Point, in T.30 X., R.2 W 

6. Opposite Challam Point, in T. 30 X., R. 1 

aidlw. 

7. Protection Island, in T. 80 and 81 X., R. 

2 W. 

8. Opposite Protection Island, in T. 80 X., 

9. Vancouver Point, in-T. 29 and 30 X., R. 

2 W. 

10. Point Wilson, in T. 31 X., R. 1 W 

11. Point Hudson, in T. 30 N., R. 1 W 

12. Admiralty Head, in T. 81 X., R. 1 E 

13. Mariowstone Point, in T. 30 X., R. 1 E. 

and 1 W. 

14. North of entrance to Deception Pass, in- 

cluding two islands in the pass, in T. 84 
X.. R. 1 E. 

15. South of entrance to the pass, in T. 84 X., 

R.2E. 

16. Two islands east of Deception Pass, in 

T. 34 X., R. 2 E. 

17. Tsla Point, in T. 28 X.. R. 1 E 

18. Hood's Head, m T. 28 X., R. 1 E 

19. Foulweather Point, in T. 28 X., R. 1 and 

2 E 

20. Double Bluffs, fractional Sees. 26, 27, 28, 

andlots4and5.Seo.22ofT.29X.,R.2E. 

21. Point Defiance, in T. 21 X., R. 2 E 



22, 23, and 24. Three tracts on west side of 
Puget'a Sound, in T. 21 N..R.2E. 

25. Whidbey's Island, most northerly point 
inT.84X.,R.land2E. 

Total in Washington Territory 

Wisconsin. 

Stone quarry, fractional Sees. 25, 26, and 86, T. 28 

WYOMING. 

FortBridger,inT.15andl6X., R.116W 



84, 560 .00 



Fort Laramie : 

Post reserve, in T. 25 and 26 X., R. 64 and 
65 W. 

Wood and timber reserve, as follows : All of o39, 680. 00 
T.25 X..R.71 W, except 8ecs. 16 and 86; 
Sees. 5, 6, 7, 8 of T. 24 X.,R70 W.; Sees. 5, 
6, 7, 8, 17, 18, 19, 20, 29, 30. 31, 32 of T. 25 X., 
R. 70 W.: and Sees. 1 to 12, inclusive, of 
T. 24 X., R. 71 W. : in all, 62 sections. 
Fort D. A. Russell, adjoining city of Cheyenne, 4, 511 00 

in T. 14 X., R 67 W. 
Wood reserve for Forts Sanders, D. A. Rue- a 2, 540. 64 
sell, snd Cheyennn depot, Sees. 20, 28, 
82.T.15X..R.71W. 

a About. 



Area in 
acres. 



619.57 
640.00 



258.631 

62a 00 

614.00 

588.00 

614.00 
687.00 



624.25 
603.00 
464.00 



450.00 
590.00 



560.00 



630.00 

140.00 

615.25 
614.25 
602.20 

626.25 

631.00 

8576.00 
637.00 
685.00 
606.00 



28,673.99 



1,046.10 



10, 240. 00 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Executive order, May 13, 1889. Hay 

and timber reserve granted away or 

sold. 
Order of Secretary of Interior, June 

24, 1881 ; executive order, January 

12,1882. 



Executive order, September 22, 1866. 



All disposed of before order 



Do. 

Executive order, September 22, 1866. 
This order declared reservations of 
640 acres each where the title to the 
lands should be found in the United 
States, but upon final designation 
of the reservation by the war De- 
partment the areas were reduced 
below 640 acres, as per this table. 
Quite a number of legal subdivis- 
ions within the limits designated 
were found to have been disposed of 
prior to date of order, which reduces 
the area reserved below the figures 
here stated. .Exact reserved area 
not calculated. 



See preceding remarks. 



Request of Secretary of War and 
order of Secretary of the Treasury, 
September 1, 1837. 



Executive order, If ay 21, 1858. Relo- | 
cated and reduced under act of Feb- 
ruary 24, 1871 (16 Stat., p. 480). 

Executive orders, June 28, 1869, and 
July 7. 1871. Act of Congress ap- 
proved August 14. 1876. 

Executive order, February 9, 1881. 



Executive order, June 28, 1869. 

Executive orders, Xovember 4, 1879, 
and February 25, 1880. 



Digitized by 



Google 



8URVEY8. 



157 



Schedule of military reservations, with area, date, Jo. — Continued. 
Name and location of reservation. 



wyomihg— continued. 

Fort Fred Steele: 

In T. 20 and 21 N., B, 84 and 85 W., 36 square 

miles. 

Wood and timber reserve: Sees. 31 and 82 of 

T. 17 N.. R.80 W. ; Sec 6 of T. 16 N., E. 80 

W. : and Sec. 1, T. 16 N. f R. 81 W. 

Port MeKinney, post reserve and wood and tim- 

ber reserve, fn T. 50 and 51 N.,R.82and83 W. 

Depot MeKinney, in T. 44 N., R. 78 W 



Total in Wyoming 



Area in 
acres. 



23, 040. 00 
a 2, 560. 00 

25,000.00 
040 00 



143, 372. 64 



Total area of military reservations in the ;2, 459, 630. 06 
public land states and territories as far 
as known or estimated. 



Date of executive order or other 
authority, and remarks. 



Executive order, June 28, 1860. 
Executive order, November 0, 1880. 



Executive orders, July 2, 1870, and 

February 2, 1880. 
Executive order, July 2, 1870. 



a About. 
RELINQUISHED MILITARY RESERVATIONS. 

Under authority of act of Congress approved July 5, 1884, the Presi- 
dent has ordered that the following described military reservations be 
placed under the control of the Secretary of the Interior for disposal 
under the provisions of said act : 



Beservations. 



Bate Blanc Island, Michigan 

Fort Butler, New Mexico , 

OampCady. California 

Fort Crittenden (Camp Floyd), Utah (a) 

Csmp Crittenden^Arixona 

Coal reservation, Wyoming 

Fort Fetterman, Wyoming 

Camp Goodwin, Arlxona 

Old Camp Grant. Arizona 

FortHartsutt Nebraska 

Camp Independence, California 

Island in State of Missouri 

Fort Randall. Dakota (part east of river) (o) . . . 

Fort Rice, Dakota(o) ~ 

Bosh Lake Valley, Utah 

Fort Sedgwick, in Colorado and Nebraska 

Camp Sheridan, Nebraska 

Fort Steilacoom, Washington . 

Camp Three Forks, Idaho 

Fort Verde garden tract, Arizona 

Timber reservation, Arizona 

Fort Wflkina, Michigan 

Fort Wallace, Kansas 

Old Fort Lyon, Colorado 

Fagosa Springs (Old Fort Lewis), Colorado — 

Camp on white river, Colorado 

Fort Thornburg, Utah 

Cantonment on Uncompahgre (part of). Colo- 
rado.^) 
FuttMcBae, New Mexico 

Fort Yuma, California 

Fort Sullivan, Maine 

Fort Sanders, Wyoming 

Baton Rouge Barracks, Louisiana 

Fort Dodge, Kansas 

IWt of Fori Bid well California 

Fort Craig. Now Mexico 

Fort Cameron, TJtah 

« Estimated. 



Date of 


order. 


1884. 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


Jul? 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


Jul? 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


July 


22 


Sept 


6 


Sept. 6 
1885. 


Jan. 


12 


Feb. 


16 


Mar. 


8 


July 


2 



Area. 



Acre*. 
9,199.48 



1,582.00 

94,550.00 

3,278.08 

100.00 

77,480.00 

5, 760. 00 

2,031.70 

3,2*1 -41 

5,210.18 

54.70 

25,000.00 

102, 400. 00 

5, 131. 47 

40, 960. 00 

18,2*-'5.00 

289.00 

4,800.00 

3,000.00 

720.00 

148.35 

8,960.00 

38,000.00 

22,400.00 

40,960.00 

21, 851. 00 

4,000.00 



Remarks. 



5,265.66 



19,342.00 
44.17 

14, 661. 00 

120.00 

24,895.00 

28,878.00 



Surveyed. 

Mostly in private land grants; 
unsurveyed. 

Unsurveyed. 

Surveyed in part. 

Unsurveyed. 

Surveyed. 

Unsurveyed. 

Partly surveyed. 

Surveyed. 
: Do. 

Partly surveyed. 
, Surveyed. 
| Do. 

I Unsurveyed. 
I Do. 

Partly surveyed. 
1 Surveyed. 

Unsurveyed. 

Do. 
Surveyed. 

Do. 

Do. 
Unsurveyed. 

Do. 
Partly surveyed. 
Unsurveyed. 

Entirely within private land 
claim which has been pat- 
ented. 

The executive order, January 
9, 1884, transferred control 
of this reserve to the Inte- 
rior Department for Indian 
uses. 

Area not known; no knowl- 
edge of survey. 

Unsurveyed. 

Surveyed. 

Do. 
Unsurveyed. 

Do. 
Partly surveyed. 



b About. 
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List of surveyors-general and their residences. 



No. 



Name. 



Royal A. Johnson . . . 
William H. Brown... 

N. H. Meldrum 

Maris Taylor 

James F. MoClellan . 
William P. Chandler. 

James Lewis 

Martin 8. Chandler.. 



Residence. 



'No. 



Tucson, Ariz. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Denver, Colo. 
Huron, Dak. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Boine City, Idaho. 
New Orleans, La. 
Saiot Paul, Minn. 



!|iS 

It II 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 



Name. 



JohnS. Harris 

J. F. G miner 

C. C. Pownlng 

George W. Julian 
James C. Tolman. . . . 

Fred. Salomon 

William McMicken.. 
J. W. Meldrum 



Residence. 



Helena, Mont. 
Plattsmouth, Nebr. 
Reno, Nev. 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. 
Portland, Ores. 
Salt Lake City. Utah. 
Olympia, Wash. 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 



Tabular statement showing the number of acres of public lands surveyed in the following 
land states and territories up t) June 30, 1884, during the past fiscal year, and the total 
of the public lands surveyed up to June 30, 1885 ; also the total area of the public domain 
remaining unsurveyed within the same. 




Alabama 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Michigan .., 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouii 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

Obio 

Oregon 

Wisconsin ...... 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Indian Territory . 

Montana 

New Mexico 

Utah 

Washington 

Wyoming 

Public land strip 



Total. 



Is 

9 3 




32,462,115 
33, 410, 003 

100, 992. 640 1 
6ft. 880, 000! 
37, 931, 520! 
35. 465, 093 
21, 637, 760, 
85. 228, 800! 
51,770,240 

d 28, 731. 090 
36, 128, 640 
53, 459. 840 
30, 179, 840 
41,836,031 
48, 636, 800 

71, 737, 600 
25, 581, 976 
60, 975, 360 
34,511,360 

369, 529, 600 

72, 906, 240 
96, 596, 480 
55, 228, 160' 
40,481,600 
92, 016. 640: 
77. 568, 640 
54,064,640 
44, 796, 160, 
62,645,120; 

8, 672, 640| 

1~ 



50,722 
52, 203' 
157.801 
104r500 
59,2681 
55,4141 
33,809 
55,0451 
80,89li 
d4l,893 
56, 451 
83,531 
47.156 
65, 370 
75,995 

112, 090 
39. 972 
95, 274! 
53, 924 

577, 300 

113, 916 
150, 932 

86,294 
63, 253 
143, 776 
121, 201 
84,476 
69,994 
97,883 
5.738 



32,46 
33,41 
68,13 
54,08 
30,54 
35, 4ti 
21,63 
35, 22 
51,77 
26,63 
36, 12 
41,63 
30,17 
41.82 
46,9* 
31, 7« 
25, 5f 
36,71 
34,51 

11, 7J 
41,2$ 
8, Hi 
27, (X 
16, 2: 
43,61 
12, 2( 
19,9; 
43,02 



88, 465. 12 
■1, 865, 387. 01 



225, 046. 88 



12,703.95 



869, 839. 23 



662, 141. 69 



22, 986. 19 

3,651,159.16 

191,795.15 

i*240, 827.92 



198,237.51 
88, 049. 56 
867, 341. 29 



25 20, 321, 085. 71 9, 983, 980. 66 969, 245, 192J/847, 818, 396 



, a a © *: 
l 5 *>•= _« 



i £81 



3 

3 

o 
H 



32,462,115 
33,410,063 
71, 767, 370 
57, 613, 10* 
30,618,250 
35,465,098 
21,637,760 
35.228.80C 
51, 770, 24( 
27, 067, 762 
36, 128, 640 
42, 107, 904 
30, 179, 840 
41,836,931 
46,988,892 
32, 790, 942 
25.581,976 
39, 647, 093 
34,511,360 



13. 215, 337 
47.392,242 
10, 256, 409 
27. 00**, 990 
18, 132, 268 
45, 367, 279 
12, 010, 540 
21,174,301 
46,978,687 



«.2 a *- • 
H 



29,225.270 
9.266,892 
7,313,270 



1,663,328 
*ii,'351*936 



1, 647, 908 
38,946,658 



21.328.267 

369,529,600 
59.690,903 
49, 204, 238 
44,971,751 
13, 477, 610 
73,884.372 
32. 201, 361 
41, 164, 100 
23.621,850 
15,666,433 
3,672,640 



a There were also reaurveved in Colorado duriug the fiscal year ending Juno 30, 1885, 413,935.24 acres. 

b There were resurveyed in Kansas during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, not hereto fore re- 
ported, 540,773.66 acres. 

6 There were resurveyed in. Kansas during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, 66.038.33 acres. 

d The area of Louisiana has recently been recalculated from the official plats of survey and from other 
data. 

e There were also resurveyed in Louisiana during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, not heretofore 
reported, 147,948.90 acres. , 

/This estimate is of a very genera] nature, and affords no index to the disposable volume of land re- 
maining, nor to the amount available for agricultural purposes. It includes Indian and other public 
reservations, unsurveyed private land claims, the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections reserved for com- 
mon schools, unsurveyed lands embraced in railroad, swamp-land, and other grants, the great mountain 
areas, the areas of unsurveyed rivers and lakes, aud large areas wholly unproductive and unavailable 
for ordinary purposes. The volume of land in the unsurveyed portion of the publio domain suitable 
fur homes and subject to settlement under the laws of the United States is of comparatively small pro- 
one. 
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DEPOSITS BY INDIVIDUALS TO OBTAIN SURVEYS OF THE PUBLIC! 

LANDS. 

Survey 8 of public lauds, payable from deposits made by individuals, 
were authorized by section 10 of u An act to reduce the expenses of the 
survey and sale of the public lands," approved May 30, 1862, which was 
embodied in the Revised Statutes of the United States as section 2401. 
Joint resolution approved July 1, 1864 (section 2402), made the depos- 
its available as appropriations for the surveying service. The act of 
March 3, 1871 (section 2403), provided that amounts so deposited by 
settlers shall go in part payment for " their lands situated in the town- 
ships, the surveying of which is paid for out of such deposits." The 
deposits were made in designated Government depositories, which 
issued certificates in triplicate for the amounts deposited, the depositors 
obtaining the triplicate certificates. Each certificate described the 
township named in the application for survey ; and under section 2403, 
above cited, entry therewith was confined to the particular township thus 
described up to March 3, 1879, the date of an amendatory act which 
provided that the certificates " may be assigned by indorsement n and 
received at all district laud offices in payment for any public lands en- 
tered by settlers under the pre-emption and homestead laws. The 
amendatory act operated to make the certificates equal to cash in the 
purchase of lands covered by pre-emption and homestead claims, and 
therefore surveying operations under the deposit system were imme- 
diately stimulated. 

In October, 1880, a convention of surveyors-general of the United 
States, pursuant to order of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, was held at Salt Lake City, Utah, the Commissioner being the 
presiding officer. The report of the committee to formulate the conclu- 
sions arrived at by the convention was submitted October 13, 1880. 

Regarding u special-deposit surveys," said conclusions may be epito- 
mized as follows : Every possible facility should be afforded for the sur- 
vey of lands under the special-deposit system, and its provisions should 
be extended to all persons who may be entitled to enter lands ; that false 
representations as to lands covered by settlements were made in isolated 
cases only, and by deputy surveyors anxious to obtain work ; and that 
the Government, in any event, could not suffer injury thereby. The 
announcement of these conclusions was followed by the reported organ- 
ization in San Francisco, Cal., of a " syndicate," under the special direc- 
tion and superintendence of a former contracting deputy surveyor, with 
the financial assistance of certain banks. It is said that this syndicate 
undertook successfully to control all special-deposit contracts, princi- 
pally on the Pacific slope, that the bank supplied the money requisite 
for the deposits, the respective agents of the syndicate perfecting the 
award of contracts at the several offices of surveyors-general, and the 
contracting deputy executing a power of attorney to the bank for any 
and all moneys payable under each contract. A more complete and 
effective plan to defraud could scarcely have been devised. 
6296 P L 11 
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Under date of March 5, 1880, prior to said convention, a circular was 
issued by this office containing the laws regulating special deposits and 
full instructions relating thereto, which restricted the privilege of mak- 
ing deposits to settlers exclusively. These instructions were short- 
lived, for, following the lead of the convention mentioned, this office 
issued a circular, dated April 6, 1881, revoking them and abandoning 
entirely the idea of making surveys under the deposit system for actual 
settlers only. Therein, iu place of the words in the original act, " the 
settlers? were substituted the words " any party who desires a survey ;* 
apd it was only necessary that such a desire should be expressed by 
applicants and required deposits made to extend surveying operations 
over the public lands not reserved or mineral. On the 27th of the same 
month a telegram was sent to the surveyor-general of Oregon, requiring 
of the depositors allegations of settlement under the pre-emption and 
homestead laws, excepting applicants other than pre emptors or home- 
steaders, who were permitted to make deposits on allegations of u con- 
structive" settlement. A circular embodying these modifications, sus- 
pending the circular of April 6, 1881, and reinstating that of March 5, 
1880, was issued May 28, 1881. Therein the frauds in the surveys made 
under the deposit system are referred to at length. 

The instructions given May 28, 1881, were not calculated to place a 
check upon surveys under this system. From July 1, 1880, to July 1, 
1884 (four fiscal years), the appropriations for surveys amounted to 
$1,443,000. The deposits for surveys of agricultural public lands in 
the four calendar years of 1880 to 1883, inclusive, aggregated the sum 
of (5,263,414.12, and this amount (more than three times that of the 
appropriations) was under the law placed to the credit of the appropria- 
tions for surveys. The amount deposited in 1879 was (137,365.67, and 
that deposited in 1883 was $437,949.72. From 1879 deposits increased 
until 1883, when there was a sudden decline in the business of making 
them. In 1880 the total amount deposited was $941,741.42 ; in 1881 it 
was $1,749,547.54 ; and in 1882 it reached $2,134,175.44. Entries were 
made with certificates of deposit in about the same ratio ; for instance, 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, the value of the lands 
entered therewith at the Government price was $1,779,182.51, and the 
receipts on account of the satisfaction of such certificates during the 
preceding fiscal year and subsequent one amounted to over $3,000,000. 
Virtually the Government was giving away its valuable farming lands 
to obtain loosely-executed surveys of lands in advance of settlement, 
mostly desert in character and comparatively worthless for homes. 

The attention of Congress having been directed to the unprecedented 
yearly increase in the amount of special deposits, the great extent of 
the surveys made because thereof, and the uublushing eflProutery of 
special-deposit u syndicates" in furthering their designs upou the rev- 
enue of the Government from its sales of lauds to pre emptors aud 
homesteaders, a powerful lobby was organized iu defense of the system, 
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and the bill passed by the House of Representatives to repeal the laws 
referred to failed to become a law. An amendment was, however, 
adopted Angrtst 7, 1882, restricting to the land district embracing the 
township described in each certificate of deposit its surrender in pay- 
ment for land, and providing that the lestriction should not impair, 
prejudice, or affect in any manner certificates issued or deposits and 
contracts made prior to its passage. Pending this legislation the syn- 
dicates, fearing that Cougress would take actiou adverse to their inter- 
ests, caused numerous deposits to be made and contracts awarded. The 
official records show that the number and estimated liabilities of special- 
deposit contracts awarded from July 1 to August 7, 1882, far exceeded 
those of any prior period of time of equal length, but under the terms 
of the amendatory law referred to this office could not refuse to ap- 
prove the contracts. Since 1882 the effect of the new legislation to 
check surveys under the deposit system has been very marked, as is 
exhibited by the figures above given; but experience has demonstrated 
that there is no occasion for continuing the system, and that the public 
interests would be subserved by its abolishment. 

At the commencement of the preseat administration of this office 
special-deposit contracts were being regularly received from some of 
the surveyors- general, notably from the surveying districts of California, 
Dakota, Oregon, Utah, and Washington Territory, and were being per- 
functorily approved as routine busiuess. On June 6, 1885, the follow- 
ing letter was transmitted to the surveyor-general at Santa F6,K Mex., 
suspending two contracts for surveys payable from special deposits by 
individuals : 

Department of the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C, June 6, 1885. 

Sia : May 5, 1885, yon transmitted contract No. 219 with £. G. Miller and C. H. 
Burr for the surrey, under the deposit system, of certain standard, exterior, and sub- 
divisional lines in New Mexico and the rotraceraent and re-establishment of such lines 
at may be found necessary in the execution of said surveys. 

The applications for township surveys, which became the basis for the submitted 
contract, embraced townships 6 and 9 south, range 20 west, and townships 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, and 10 south, range 21 west. Each application was for the survey of one 
township, and each was signed by one alleged settler. 

Section 2401, Revised Statutes, authorizes deposit surveys to be made upon applica- 
tion by " the settlers n in any township not mineral or reserved, " provided the town- 
shipso proposed to be surveyed is within the range of the regular progress of the publio 
surveys embraced by existing standard lines or bases for the township and subdivis- 
ions! surveys." Such surveys are permissive, not mandatory, and are subject to the 
instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office and the provisions of law. 

The purpose of the law is manifest. It is to enable " the settlers " in a township 
to obtain a survey in advance of the completion of the regular township and subdi- 
visional surveys. It was well known that in many localities the flow of immigration 
exceeded the progress of the public surveys, and that where an unsurveyed township 
was filling up the settlers needed the survey in order to fix their respective locations, 
avoid conflicts, and to promote their entries under the public land laws. Congress 
recognized this need, and provided for it in the manner set out in sections 2401, 2402, 
sod 2403. The law isfor the benefit of the "settlers" in a township of unsurveyed lands, 
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oot for the benefit of persons not settlers, nor yet for the benefit of surveyors. How 
many settlers should be residing in a township in order to justify a survey under the 
deposit system is not prescribed in the law. Reasonably and necessarily there should 
be a sufficient number to make the special survey a matter of public advantage. 
General laws are made for the benefit of the public, and it was the public interest 
that the law sought to subserve. 

Plainly, in my opinion, an application by oue settler in an entire township is not 
an application by " the settlers" in the township within the meaning and purpose of 
the law, as it certainly is not within the literal language of the law. The function 
of the law is perverted when a survey is held to be authorized upon the application 
of a single person aud without knowledge of the existence of settlements in the town- 
ship or the public need of the survey. The evidence that even the one person is a set- 
tler, as alleged, is extremely slight and superficial. Great numbers of surveys have 
been returned to this office based upon applications by alleged settlers when the field- 
notes of the surveys made upon such applications failed to disclose any settlement or 
improvement*whatever upon the land. 

My information is that uncultivable lands and lands not needed for settlement have 
in many instances been surveyed in some surveying districts. The perpetration of 
gross frauds upon the surveying service under the deposit system is constantly brought 
to public and official knowledge. It is known that false and fictitious applications 
have been presented at the instance of surveyors desiring contracts and in the in- 
terest of brokers or others advancing money upon percentages, or sharing in the 
profits of contracts alleged to have beeu procured *by personal or political influence 
or other improper means, and that incomplete or imperfect surveys frequently result 
from the speculative character of the contract and the cost of securing it in this 
manner. 

A further element of fraud upon the public domain is suggested when surveys under 
this system are sought in localities not occupied by settlers, but unlawfully controlled 
by persons and combinations seeking title to water or to large bodies of land which 
the premature survey, in advance of a public demand, enables them to make, in viola- 
tion or evasion of the public land lawH. 

Surveyors-general have repeatedly been instructed to exercise the most searching 
scrutiny into the statements of applicants for surveys and to reject all applications 
when not fully satisfied of their bona fide character. The applications transmitted 
with contract No. 219 would not appear to have been submitted to such scrutiny. 
There is no evidence of it, and the applications upon their face create a strong pre- 
sumption that they are of the interdicted class. 

These applications comprise a group of ten townships, in each of which one settler 
only applies for the survey. And there in no evidence, beyond a mere formal affidavit, 
that eveu that one is an actual settler on the land. 

I am not satisfied that this coutract is one which it is my duty to approve. I am 
not satisfied that the several applications are made in good faith by, or are needed for, 
the benefit of " the settlers" in the respective townships, nor that there are any "set- 
tlers" beyond the one settler alleged before me in each case. 

Contract No. 219 is suspended until further evideuce coveriug the points above 
indicated' shall be furnished, after full examination and specific approval by yon of 
such evidence, guided by your knowledge of persons and lands and the best informa- 
tion you can obtain. I must be satisfied that the applications are real and bona fide, 
not fictitious or merely nominal, and that the contracts are not procured for specu- 
lative purposes. 

Contract No. 220, with William S. Pratt, transmitted with your letter of May 11, 
1885, is alike suspended for reasons above given. In this case it is to be observed 
that one of the witnesses to the application of the single alleged settler, each of whom 
swears that he is not interested in said application or survey, appears to be the dep- 
uty surveyor named in the proposed contract. 
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It is further to be observed that the contracts call for the survey of standard and 
•orrection linen as well ns technical township exterior* and subdivision*. Deposit 
surveys are authorized to be made ouly where " the township so proposed to be sur- 
veyed is within the range of the regular progress of the public surveys embraced by 
stisiimg standard lines or bases for the township and subdivisional surveys." 

It is my opinion that only range and township exteriors and subdivisional lines are 
sorveyable under this law, aud that the deposit system is not applicable to the sur- 
vey of standard lines or bases. 

The contract also authorizes "the retraceraent and re-establishment of such lines 
as may be found necessary in the execution of said surveys." This clause imports a 
resurvey of lines previously surveyed. Resurveys should be authorized only with 
great care, and upon a full showing of the necessity for the same and the cause why 
necessary. It is a mere furtherance of imperfect and fraudulent surveys where 
resurveys are authorized and paid for without proper investigation. The surveys 
authorized under the deposit system are surveys of unsurveyed townships, not surveys 
of townships that have previously been surveyed. Resurveys are not, in my opinion, 
authorized under the deposit system. 

Deposit surveys, being restricted by the several provisions of law to surveys for 
homestead and pre-emption settlers, cannot be made for the benefit of other persons 
or interests, and it also follows that lands not adapted to nor needed for such settle- 
ments are not surveyable under the deposit, system. 

Yon will hereafter be governed by the foregoing views and instructions, and you 
are charged with seeing that the deposit system of surveys is legitimately and law- 
fully used, and not misused, either for the procurement of speculative contracts or to 
aid in the unlawful acquisition of land titles in regions where lands are occupied or 
controlled for other than settlement purposes. 
Respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 
United States Surveyor-Gen kral, 

Santa Ft, N. Afex. 

On Jniie 10, 1885, action was taken on all pending contracts for sur- 
veys payable from special deposits, and the contracts, with the accom- 
panying u settlers' applications for surveys," were returned to the re* 
spective surveyors-general in accordance with the above instructions, 
and on the 27th of the same month they were directed to award no more 
contracts for surveys or approve bonds of deputy surveyors until other- 
wise ordered. 

The transmission to this office in April, 1885, by the surveyor-general 
of Wyoming, for acceptance, of two bonds of $40,000 each in the name 
of Edward F. Stable, deputy United States surveyor, as principal, 
brought to notice the existence of contract No. 112, dated Cheyenne, 
Wyo., September 21, 1880, liability $6,000, payable from special deposits, 
aud approved by this office September 30, 1880. Investigation of the 
contract developed the following facts : That the original contract, Hp- 
proved in September, 1880, had been "floated" for a period of over five 
years ; that returns of surveys, under the original estimated liability of 
$6,000, bad been approved to nearly the amount of $129,000 by the sur- 
veyor-general, accepted by this office, and paid for by the Government ; 
aud that additional returns of thirty-three townships had been made to 
the surveyor-general, who suspended the same pending consideration 
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by this office of the two bonds referred to above. Action was taken on 
the Stahle contract as follows : 

Department ok the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C., July 7, 1885. 

Sir : With your letter of April 14 last were transmitted bonds Nos. 51 and 52, dated 
April 10 and 13, 1885, respectively, in the name of Edward F. Stahle, United States 
deputy surveyor, as principal, penalty $40,000 each. 

Your letter stated that said bonds were " to cover surveys under his contract No. 
112, dated September 21, 1880, the notes of which have been returned to this office.* 9 

Your letter of May 8 last inquired as to the acceptance of said bonds, and added 
that the field-notes of survey, referred to in former letter, amounted to thirty- three 
town ships f which awaited "the approval of said bonds before being platted ;" that 
unless said surveys were taken up the draughting forcelwould have to be reduced. 

Said bonds are herewith returned disapproved and rejected, for the reason, not only 
that the practice, heretofore allowed, of accepting bonds of said character his been 
discontinued, but that the proffer of the same to aid in continuing in force an obsolete 
contract is to me an unusual proceeding, and will not be countenanced in any manner. 

The presentation of said Dona's has led to an investigation as to said contract, to 
which your attention is invited : 

Contract No. 112, dated September 21, 1880, was awarded by your predecessor to 
Edward F. Stahle, United States deputy surveyor, liability $6,000, payable from spe- 
cial deposits. Said contract was approved by this office September 30, 1880. It pro- 
videsfor the survey of certain described standard, exterior township, and subdi visional 
lines of enumerated townships, " or other settled townships in that vicinity. 19 In the pro- 
viso Mr. Stahle waives all claims against the United States " until there shall have 
been deposited by settlers in a proper United States depository a sum sufficient to 
cover all expense of survey and office work." The rates provided are $10 and $14 for 
township, $12 and $16 for standard, and $8 and $10 for section lines, the same being 
the minimum and maximum rates for that fiscal year, 1880-^81. 

Up to the present date the aggregate amount of surveys returned and paid for under 
said contract is $128,943.88! added to which you state that Mr. Stahle has returned 
to your office field-notes of thirty-three additional townships (estimated cost, $20,000) 
which await platting. Nearly $150,000 worth of returns under an original contract 
for $6,000 ! 

Your com mission as United States surveyor-general of Wyoming is dated July 1, 1884. 
During your official term returns of surveys under said contract have been platted in 
your office, approved over your official signature, and accounts transmitted, amount- 
ing to $49,036.10, forwarded as follows, viz: March 17, 1«85, $12,407.37 and $17,521.28; 
August 20, 1884, $19,107.45. 

After a careful examination of the files of this office it appears that, with the excep- 
tion of the six settlers' applications filed with the contract and dated April 14, ldr<l, 
no additional settler's applications for the largely increased number of townships have been 
received at this office, which was an absolute and indispensable requisite in all special- 
deposit contracts ; also that owing to the non-receipt of said applications the usual 
formula of noting the contract by number on the outlines of the additional townships 
on the working diagram of surveys was necessarily omitted, which omission, how- 
ever, did not excite inquiry. 

In addition to the increasing of the liability of said contract to the amount of nearly 
$123,000, and prolonging its existence more than four years beyond the legal limit, it 
also appears that the rates allowed (subsequent to July 1, 1882), were three dollars per 
mile in excess of those established by law, notwithstanding the fact that page 3 of all 
contracts contains a printed paragraph which reads: "6. The rates named in any con- 
tract must not exceed those fixed by law." These accounts were prepared under your 
direction. 
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That an experienced surveyor like yourself, familiar with and having executed con. 
tracts in Wyoming, should have approved one mile of said returns until yon had been 
folly instructed by this office, seems surprising, especially as it is now learned that 
Stable's " india rubber contract " was well known throughout your surveying district 
and might have been brought to your attention prior to assuming the duties of your 
office. Yon appear to have accepted said contract as a legacy from your predecessor 
without remonstrance. 

While you cannot be held accountable for the original contract, your subsequent 
conduct in accepting field-notes of survey under a contract which you could hardly 
have failed to know was being illegally and illegitimately extended and increased 
(the original contract being on file in your office), and failing to call the attention of this 
office thereto, are matters which need explanation. 

In thus referring to your official conduct in this matter I have no disposition to 
shield this office for its share in the consummation of these proceedings. Owing to 
the fact, however, th;it my predecessors, who approved and sustained said contract, 
are not now in office, I can only summarily stop any and all further proceedings un- 
der said contract and express my indignation that I should have been called upon, 
by a request to accept the aforesaid bonds, to participate in such reprehensible 
practices. 

In the matter of the field-notes of the thirty- three townships claimed to have been 
surveyed by Stahle nnder said contract, and now in your office awaiting platting, 
you are directed to return the same to him, with a notification of refusal to take 
farther action thereon for the reasons stated herein. 

That Mr. Stahle should have proceeded to execute said surveys without filing 
settlers' applications therefor under his " prospective deposit" and "elastic" con- 
tract, and also neglect the vital matter to him of first having filed the requisite bonds 
therefor, is in keeping with the audacity and recklessness which mark the case. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 
John W. Meldrum, Esq., 

U. S. Surveyor-General, Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Contract No. 113, dated Cheyenne,Wyo., September 21, 1880, awarded 
to G. W. Baker, liability $6,000, also payable from "prospective" special 
deposits, was similar in some respects to the Stable contract referred 
to above. Botb contracts were approved on the same day by telegram. 
The records show that Mr. Baker received pay for returns of survey 
amounting to $17,518.30, nearly treble the estimate of original liability. 

In view of the suspension and return of all contracts for surveys 
payable from special deposits and abrogation of existing regulations 
it became necessary to formulate new instructions ou the subject and 
draw up new forms of contract, bond, aud settler's application. 

The instructions are as follows: 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, June 24 1885. 
To United States Surveyors-General and Registkrs and Receivers: 

Gentlemen : The circulars aud instructions of this office dated prior to June 6, 
1885, relative to deposits by individuals for the survey of public lands, under section, 
2401 and 2402 United States Revised Statutes, and section 2403 as amended by act 
of March 3, 1879 (20 8tat., 352), and act of August 7, 18^2 (22 Stat., 327), are hereby 
revoked and the following substituted therefor : 
t The persons who are authorized to apply for surveys are " the settlers" under 
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the pre-emption and homestead laws of the United States in the townships desired to 
be surveyed. Settlers are persons who have attached themselves permanently to the 
soil. None others are authorized to apply for surveys. Nomadic persons and persons 
employed by others to make applications for surveys, or to make alleged settlements 
for the purpose of acquiring a title to lands to be transferred to others, are not set- 
tlers within the meaning of the law, and are not lawful applicants for surveys. The 
law contemplates bona fide surveys upon bona fide applications by actual settlers, and 
not otherwise, and no other applications or surveys are permissible under the statute. 

2. As applications mnst be made by " the settlers " in the township, the body of 
such settlers must join in the application. There must also be a sufficient number of 
settlers to show good faith and to iudicate that the survey is houestly desired for the 
benefit of existing actual settlements as contemplated by the law. 

3. The deposit system being restricted by law to surveys for pre-emption and home- 
stead settlers, is not applicable to the survey of desert lands or desert-land claims, nor 
to swamp lands, nor to lands valuable chiefly for timber, nor to waste or un cultiva- 
ble lands of any character, nor to lands occupied, inclosed, or controlled for other than 
settlement purposes, nor to private laud claims. 

4. Townships within known mineral belts or known to contain mineral lands are 
not surveyable under this system. 

5. Surveys under the deposit system are authorized only where " the township so 
proposed to be surveyed is within the range of the regular progress of the public surveys 
embraced by existing standard lines or bases for the township and subdivisional surveys" 
Under this provision of the law it will be held that only township exteriors and sub- 
divisional lines are surveyable, and that the deposit system is not applicable to the 
survey of standard Hues or bases. 

6. Retracement8, or the resurvey of lines previously surveyed, will not be deemed 
authorized under the deposit system. 

7. Applications must be made in writing, and must designate, as nearly as practi- 
cable, the township to be surveyed, and state that the applicants are actual bona fide 
settlers therein under the pre-emption and homestead laws of the United States, that 
they are well acquaiuted with the character and condition of the land included in 
said township, and that the same is not mineral or reserved by Government. Such 
applications must also particularly describe the land sought to be surveyed, stating 
whether the same is cultivable, grazing, timber, desert, swamp, mountainous, rocky, 
&c, and the reasons why it is claimed to be non-mineral, and must state the number 
of settlers in the township, the character and duration of their inhabitancy of the 
land, the extent and value of their improvements, the uses made of the land, and the 
quantity under cultivation. The situation of the township in respect to lines of pub- 
lic communication and the progress of the settlement of the country should be de- 
scribed, and all facts and circumstances stated which will enable an intelligent judg- 
ment to be formed in respect to the propriety of making the survey applied for. 
These statements must be verified by affidavit, and applicants must also declare that 
their applications are made in good faith, and not for the purpose of enabling a sur- 
veying contract to be obtained, nor at the instance, or in the interest or for the benefit, 
of any other person. 

8. Surveyors-general will critically examine all applications for survey, testing the 
accuracy and reliability of the statements made by their knowledge of persons and 
lands and the best information they can obtain. They will reject all applications not 
believed by them to be made in good faith upon truthful statements of fact, and for 
honest settlement purposes. 

9. Wheu an application for survey is approved by the surveyor-geueral.he-will 
transmit the same to this office, with the required proofs and his report upon the same, 
giving his reasons in full for the recommendation made. It is not believed that fic- 
titious applications, or applications procured at the instance of surveyors or of opera- 
tors in contract surveys, or applications designed to open unsettled townships to 
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fraudulent entry, can successfully be imposed upon vigilant and faithful officers. Sur- 
veyors-general will therefore be held to strict accountability for their recoromendatiom 
of applications or contracts hereafter found to be fictitious, fraudulent, or specula- 
tive. 

10. If the application is approved by this office, it will be returned to the surveyor- 
general with authority to furnish the necessary estimate to applicants, and, upom 
proper deposit being made, to enter into contract for the execution of the survey. 

11. The surveyor-general will furnish applicants with two separate estimates, on* 
for the field-work and one for office expenses. Ha will estimate adequate sums, and 
the practice of requiring additional deposits to cover excess costs will be discontinued, 
except when expressly authorized by this office. 

12. Upon receiving such estimates, applicants may deposit in a proper United States 
depository (which should be in the land district in which the township to be surveyed is 
situated) to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States on account of surveying 
the public lands and expenses incident thereto, the sum so estimated as the total cost 
of the survey, including field and office work. If there be no public depository in the 
land district in which the lands are situated, the deposit may be made in an adjacent 
land district. 

IX For convenience in the use and application of certificates the deposit should be 
made in such sums as that no certificate shall bear a face value of more than $200. 

14. Applicants must be instructed fully as to the necessity of transmitting the 
original certificate to the Secretary of the Treasury, the duplicate to the surveyor- 
general, and the retention of the triplicate. 

15. When evidence of the required deposit is furnished in accordance with the fore- 
going regulations the surveyor-general will invite proposals for the survey by notice 
posted in his office for a period of thirty days, specifying the survey to be made, and 
stating that the contract will be let to the lowest responsible bidder (being a practi- 
cal and reliable surveyor) at rates not exceeding the minimum rates established by 
law for surveying the public lands. A copy of such notice will also be transmitted by 
the surveyor-general to the register and receiver of the land district in which the 
township to be surveyed is situated, and it shall be the duty of registers and receivers 
to post such notices conspicuously in their offices. 

16. The surveyor-general will prepare a contract with the accepted bidder, and 
transmit the same to this office for approval in the usual manner. 

17. Triplicate certificates of deposit are receivable from the settlers making the 
deposits in part payment for their landB situated in the townships the surveying of 
which is paid for out of such deposits. 

18. The triplicate certificates may be assigned by indorsement and be received in 
payment for lands " entered by settlers under the pre-emption and homestead laws 
of the United States at the land office in which the lands surveyed for which the 
deposit was made are subject to entry, and not elsewhere." 

19. Such certificates hereafter issued will not be regarded as assignable or receiva- 
ble until the township for the survey of which the deposit was made has been sur- 
veyed and the plat thereof filed in the district laud office. 

80. Triplicate certificates issued on and after August 7, 1882, cau be received in pay- 
ment for lands only in the land district in which the surveyed township is situated. 

21. Certificates issued subsequent to March 3, 1879, and prior to August 7, 1882, may, 
if assigned, be used in any land district, but if issued before August 7, 1882, they must 
be transmitted to this office for examinatiou as to excess repayments, if auy, before 
they can be accepted by the receiver, who will be governed by the certificates in- 
dorsed on or attached to them by this office. 

22. Certificates issued before March 3, 1879, can be used only by the settlers in the 
purchase of lauds in the township the surveying of which was paid for out of such 
deposits. 
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23. Where the amount of a certificate or certificates is lees than the value of the 
lands taken the balance must be paid in oash. 

24. Where the certificate is for an amount greater than the cost of the land, but is 
surrendered in full payment for such land, the receiver will indorse on the triplicate 
certificate the amount for which it is received, and will charge the United States with 
that amount only. 

25. There is no provision of law authorizing the issue of duplicate certificates for 
certificates lost or destroyed. 

EXCESS REPAYMENTS. 

26. Where the amount of the deposit is greater than the cost of the survey, includ- 
ing field and office work, the excess is repayable upon an account to be stated by the 
surveyor-general. 

27. The surveyor-general will in all cases be careful to express upon the register's 
township plat the amonnt deposited by each individual, the cost of survey in the field 
and office work, and the amount to be refunded in each case. 

28. Before transmitting accounts for refunding excesses the surveyor-general will 

indorse on the back of the triplicate certificate the following: " $ — refunded to 

, by account transmitted to the General Laud Office with letter dated 

," and will state in the account that he has made such indorsement. Where 

the whole amount deposited is to be refunded the surveyor-general will require the 
depositor to surrender the triplicate certificate, and will transmit it to this office with 
the account. 

29. No provision of law exists for refunding to other than the depositor, nor other- 
wise than as referred to in the preceding sections. 

ASSIGNMENTS. 

30. Certificates issued after March 3. 1879, " may be assigned by indorsement. w The 
indorsement required is that the person in whose name the deposit is made shall write 
his name on the back of the triplicate certificate. 

31. When there are several parties to, or assignees of, one .certificate, the register 
and receiver will make the proper indorsement on the triplicate certificate, showing 
the satisfaction of the pro rata share of each party interested. They will make the 
same notes on the register's certificate of purchase and the receiver's original and 
duplicate receipts. 

32. Wheu the entire amount of a certificate is not satisfied at the same time the 
triplicate should be retained by the receiver until satisfied. But such certificate 
should as far as practicable be satisfied during the current quarter. 

33. Certificates are not receivable in payment for lands sold at pnblic or private 
sale, nor for mineral, desert, coal, or timber lands, nor for fees and commissions on 
homestead entries, nor in any manner otherwise than as provided by law. 

register's and receiver's returns. 

34. In their monthly cash abstracts the register and receiver will designate the 
entries in which certificates of deposit are used and the balance paid in cash, if any, 
noting on the certificates of purchase and receipt the manner of payment. The re- 
ceiver in his monthly account-current will debit the United States with the amonnt 
of such certificates, and in his quarterly accounts will specify each entry with these 
certificates, giving number, date, amount for which received, by whom and with 
whom the deposit was made, and debit the United States with the same. 

35. The receiver must write across the face of each accepted certificate the date of 
its receipt in payment of land, the number of the entry, and description of the tracts 
sold. 
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36. Certificates received in payment for lands sold must be forwarded once a month 
to this office with letter of transmittal and abstract. (Form 4-543.) 

37. Surveyors-general are directed to instruct their deputies that they miut desig- 
nate in the field notes and plats of their surveys the location of each and every set- 
tlement within a township surveyed, whether permanent in character or not, together 
with the names of such settlers and their improvements, if any. 

38. When no settlers are found in a township the field-notes of survey must ex- 
pressly so state, and any omission to describe the settlements and improvements, or 
the absence of one or both in the field-notes and plat, will be deemed a sufficient cause 
to inter fraud, and the accounts of the deputy will be suspended until such omission 
shall have been supplied. A suspension of the commission of the deputy will in the 
mean time take place, and all the facts will be reported to this office for consideration 
and action. 

39. In every case of a contract heretofore or hereafter approved which the sur- 
veyor-general has reason to believe was fraudulently procured, such contracts, and the 
accounts thereunder, must be immediately suspended and the facts reported to this 
office. 

Reepectfullv, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner. 
Approved : 

L. Q. C. Lamak. 

SURVEYS UNDER THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

The appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, for sur- 
veying the public lands was $300,000, of which $50,000 was to be 
applied to the examination of surveys, &c. Two huudred and fifty 
thousand dollars were apportioned among fifteen surveying districts, 
and contracts for surveys absorbing the respective apportionments were 
awarded in all the districts and approved by this office, excepting sev- 
eral small contracts for balances in Idaho, Utah, and those in Washing- 
ton Territory, referred to below. 

The apportionment to Washington Territory was $30,000, of which 
contracts aggregating $16,000 were awarded by the surveyor general 
and approved by this office prior to the beginning of the present calen- 
dar year, leaviug an uncoutracted balance of $14,000. During the 
closing months of the last fiscal year the surveyor-general submitted 
to this office for examination and action four contracts for surveys, 
aggregating an estimated liability of $12,058. In July last he aud the 
surveyors-general in Idaho and Utah were directed to issue to each 
contracting deputy supplemental special instructions embracing the 
objections of this office to paymeut for retracing of old lines, substitu- 
tion of other surveys for those named in the contracts, and excess of 
returns of surveys over the estimated liability of contract. The instruc- 
tions also, contemplated the examination of the 'surveys in the field 
prior to acceptance of the returns of survey by the Commissioner and 
the payment of the account. Each deputy was requested to accept or 
reject said special conditions in writiug. All of the contracting depu- 
ties have accepted the special and supplemental instfuctions and con- 
ditions, but as the contracts for surveys in Washington Territory (as 
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also the other districts) have been executed on the old forms of con- 
tracts, and purport to be secured under the old form of bonds, it i« 
deemed advisable, inasmuch as said forms have been discarded and the 
contracts executed thereon under special deposits disapproved, to 
obtain additional information as to the character of the lands embraced 
in said contracts before acting upon the question of their final approval. 
The same objections apply to the Utah and Idaho contracts. 

Under the appropriation for the survey of private land claims in 
Louisiana two contracts (total estimated liability $4,700) were trans- 
mitted in June last by the surveyor-general of Louisiana to this office 
for examination and action. Old forms having been used iu executiug 
the contracts and bonds, the surveyor-general was directed to issue 
supplemental special instructions to the two deputies, setting forth the 
objectionable features of the contracts. The conditions imposed were 
not accepted by the deputies; hence they were formally disapproved 
aud returned. 

SURVEYING CONTRACTS AND BONDS. 

Prior to 1881 a joint form of contract and bond, similar to that now 
adopted, was used in executing contracts for the public surveys. Early 
in that year a new form of contract, with a new form of detached bond, 
itas formulated and adopted. The contract referred to a bond previously 
eocecnted, provided for compassmen, and authorized substitutions, to- 
gether with other features and privileges. The bond was executed 
by the deputy surveyor prior to the award of contracts, and referred to 
44 each and every contract which has been or shall be entered into by him 
as such deputy surveyor." The intent of the bond will be understood 
by the following paragraph of instructions printed on ear.h form, viz: 

The amount of each bond must be at least double the estimated amount that will 
be due to the deputy surveyor upon the completion of the first contract made under 
the same ; and whenever the estimated amount that will be* due the deputy surveyor 
on any contract or contracts under any bond shall equal one-half the sum named iu 
such bond subsequent contracts must be made under a new bond; e. g., the bond 
being for $30,000, and the deputy surveyor haviughad three contracts of $5,000 each, 
under such bond, if a further contract is given him, he must execute a new bond to 
oover same and subsequent contracts. 

Under a " liberal" interpretation of such a form of contract the expan- 
sion of surveys to the limit of the designs of the syndicate and deputies 
was easily obtained. Where the original estimated liability of contract 
was iucreased, it was necessary ouly to file with the surveyor-general 
an 4< additional bond," which, referring to no specific contracts, was retro- 
active as well as prospective. When forwarded to this office the bond 
was accepted iu a perfunctory manner. Special deposits to the desired 
amount were also made iu a formal manner. 

In "special deposit" contracts the "additional" settlers' applications 
for the survey of # the townships not named in the contract (required by 
law and regulation) were but rarely filed. In contracts payable from 
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the annual appropriation the practice had become extended of substi- 
tuting u special deposits" for the estimated liability of a contract, thereby 
44 relieviug " the appropriation to the designated amount, which was 
promptly embodied in another contract thereunder, agaiu substituted, 
and so on ad infinitum. 

In the mauner stated contracts were increased to amounts ranging 
from two to twenty times their original estimated liabilities. 

The new form of joint contract and bond which has been adopted 
provides that each contract must be accompanied by a specific bond, 
the penalty of the latter to be double the estimated liability of the con- 
tract. The contracts are closely scrutinized in this office, and the sur- 
veyors-general are required to give full information as to the reasons 
which induced them to select for survey the particular localities named 
in the contracts and to describe the character of the lands, in order thai 
this office may act advisedly in the matter of the approval or disap- 
proval of such contracts. 

44 maximum" and 44 minimum" bates per mile. 

All prior forms of contracts have recognized two rates of mileage in 
payment for surveys, viz: (1) The minimum for prairie or level lands 
not heavily timbered ; (2) the maximum u where the lines of survey pass 
over mountainous lands or lands heavily timbered or covered with dense 
undergrowth," Sections 2404 and 2405 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States provide that the Gommissioner " may authorize, in his dis- 
cretion," augmented or maximum rates for surveys in California, Ore- 
gon, and Washington Territory for mountainous, timber, and thick under- 
growth lands. It has been brought to the attention of this office that the 
surveys of heavily timbered lauds, especially in California, Oregon, and 
Washington Territory, have been made principally under the deposit 
system in the interests of speculators and " red-wood" monopolies. 
Promptly on the filing of the township plats iu the local land offices 
the members of the lumber companies, with their employes, relatives, 
friends, and acquaintances, appeared and made their respective pre- 
emption filings for the lauds for the purpose of purchasing them at 
agricultural prices ($1.25 or (2.50 per acre), while their actual market 
value ranged from $25 to $100 per acre. Under these circumstances it 
has been deemed advisable to exercise the discretion conferred by the 
statute and discontinue the survey of heavily timbered lands and pay- 
ment of maximum or augmented rates of mileage. 

BETBACEMENTS OF TOWNSHIP BOUNDABIES. 

The instructions to surveyors-geueral, issued ,by this office uuder date 
of June 26, 1880, authorized them to " instruct deputies who may be 
engaged hereafter in the prosecution of subdivisional work to make 
a preliminary survey by retracing all the township boundaries." These 
instructions have been continued anuually to the present time, with the 
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exception that in 1881 they were slightly modified, so that retracements 
should only be made when necessary, the necessity therefor to be deter- 
mined by the deputy in prosecuting his work. 

The discretionary power thus given to deputies contracting for sub- 
divisional surveys resulted in an unnecessary increase of retracements. 
They were made in instances where the surveys had previously been 
made by the same deputy. Whether necessary or not, the deputy dupli- 
cated the work. It frequently happened that a deputy received one 
contract for the surrey of the exterior boundaries of certain townships 
and another contract for the subdivisional surveys of the same town- 
ship. Another deputy would execute the contract for the exteriors of 
the townships and transmit his returns and account therefor to the 
surveyor-general, after which he would proceed to retrace his own exte- 
rior work, in connection with the subdivisional surveys of the town- 
ship, and when executed transmit his retracements with the plats of 
subdivisions, together with his account therefor. The deputy's account 
for retracements would be promptly adjusted, and he thus received double 
pay for surveying the township boundaries. In all cases of subdivisional 
surveys the deputy would retrace all the exterior boundaries in connec- 
tion with his work and charge up the retracement, which would average 
from 15 to 24 miles of exteriors to each township, according to its loca- 
tion with respect to other surveyed townships. In large blocks of 
townships, where certain township lines were common to two town- 
ships, which were to be subdivided under a given contract, but one 
retracement of the common boundary was allowed. The allowance 
of compensation for retracements under the instructions above men- 
tioned has been discontinued, and deputy surveyors are required, to 
make the necessary retracements of exterior or subdivisional lines at 
their own expense. Payment for retracements will only be allowed 
where the work has been specially authorized by this office. 

SUBSTITUTIONS UNDER AWARDED CONTRACTS. 

The form of contract heretofore in use allowed the contracting deputy 
to execute the surveys designated in his contract, " or such other lines of 
survey as he may be authorized to substitute for those named," subject to 
the approval of the surveyor-general and this office. Allowed to make 
such election, the deputies naturally exercised the privilege by selecting 
for survey the most desirable townships and omitting those difficult to 
traverse, and frequently they succeeded in making the substitutions 
through lepresentations to the surveyor-general that the interests of 
settlers would be advanced thereby. 

This practice has resulted in excepting from survey portions of many 
townships in the several surveying districts. As a rule the survey of 
a fractional portion of a township is not as desirable as a complete sur- 
vey, and therefore the surveyors-general have been directed to give 
precedence to the work of finishing the survey of townships only par- 



Digitized by 



Google 



SURVEYS. 175 

tially surveyed, and deputy surveyors will be advised that in future sub- 
stitutions will not be allowed under any circumstances. 

EXCESS OP COST OP SURVEYS OVER ESTIMATED LIABILITIES OF 

CONTRACTS. 

By reason of " additions " and " substitutions," heretofore described 
and allowed under contracts for surveys under the special-deposit sys- 
tem, the costs of executing the Surveys have been largely in excess of the 
estimated liability of the same. All excesses under special-deposit con- 
tracts were remedied by additional deposits in the names of the alleged 
settlers, which were always promptly made on receipt of notice from 
this office of the deficiency. On the other hand, excesses under contracts 
payable from the anr.ual appropriation by Congress were not so readily 
disposed of. If the returns of surveys under appropriation contracts 
from favored localities were liable to exceed their estimated liabilities 
and also the district apportionment, a close scrutiny was made of the 
existing balances of the appropriation to the credit of other surveying 
districts and the deficit supplied therefrom. In the event of inability 
to make u supplemental apportionments " in the manner described the 
amount of excess was of necessity reported to Congress and provided 
for in the deficiency appropriation bill. 

In view of the conditions referred to surveyors-general have been 
notified that in future no payment in excess of the estimated liability of 
any contract will be made, and directed to instruct contracting deputy 
surveyors accordingly ; also to embody the order in the special survey- 
ing instructions which accompanies each contract. 

ANNUAL SURVEYING INSTRUCTIONS. 

It has been the uniform custom for many years to promulgate the 
views of this office upon general questions relating to public surveys, 
in connection with notice of the apportionment of the annual appropri- 
ation made to each district, through annual surveying instructions ad- 
dressed to the respective surveyors-general. In conformity therewith 
said instructions for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, are appended 
t* extenso. 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, September 15, 1885. 
United States Surveyor-General: 

Sir : Under the act of Congress approved March 3, 1885, making appropriations for 
sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending Juue 30, 188C, there 

ha* been apportioned from the appropri at ionjbr surveying the public lands the 

anm of dollars. 

Said act also provides that au amount not exceeding $50,000 (out of the $.500,000 
appropriated for surveys) may be expended for occasional examinations of public sur- 
veys in the several surveying districts, in order to test the accuracy of the work in the 
field and to prevent payment for fraudulent and imperfect surveys returned by deputy 
surveyors, Ac. 
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No assignments from the fund provided for examinations in the field will bemad* 
at present. A corps of competent examiners will be employed by this office, and it 
is my intention to have all surveys examined before accepting the returns. Cases 
nay arise where it will be more convenient and less expensive to have examina- 
tions made under the surveyor-general, and in such cases the question of the assign- 
ment of suras sufficient to enable the surveyor- general to have the examination mads 
will be considered. 

The same act also appropriates " for survey of confirmed private land claims in New 
Mexico, at a rate not exceeding $11 per linear mile, and office expenses, $3,000." 

You will not enter into contract for the snrvey of any private land claim until 
the question of such survey shall have been first submitted to this office and special 
authority given for the survey. 

The forms of contract and bond heretofore in use aud authorized by the printed 
"instructions to surveyors-general, " dated May 3, 1881, have been abrogated, and a 
new form of contract and bond on one sheet has been prepared, which will be exclu- 
sively used in future. A supply thereof will be forwarded to your office. 

No provision for the substitution of other surveys for those named in the contract 
is made in the new form, aud such substitutions will not hereafter be allowed. 

In future no payment in excess of the estimated liability of any contract will be 
made, and it therefore becomes necessary to instruct the deputy surveyors that they 
must in every case cease work upon reaching the limits of their contracts, which fact 
may be readily ascertained by keeping a careful account of the number of miles sur- 
veyed. Whenever the limit of a contract is approached and it is found that the sur- 
vey of the exteriors or subdivisional lines of a giveu township will carry the amount 
beyond the estimated liability the survey thereof must not be commenced, and this 
requirement must be embraced in the special instructions to deputy surveyors accom- 
panying each and every contract. 

Where a contract embraces the subdivision of a township, the snrvey of such town- 
ship must be completed in its entirety, unless natural obstacles render such comple- 
tion absolutely impossible. The practice of surveying the easier portions of a town- 
ship and omitting the more difficult portions will not be permitted. Your first atten- 
tion will be given to closing up the fractional surveys which have hitherto-been made* 
in this manner. 

Except as above stated you will confine the expenditure of the present appropria- 
tion exclusively to agricultural land, and will restrict township surveys to lands 
within the range of the progress of settlements. 

Contracts will not be made for the survey of townships remote from settlements 
nor for the survey of forests, nor of heavily-timbered lands. 

Contracts must state specific rates, and only the minimum rates per mile provided 
for in the appropriation act will be allowed without special authority from this office. 

If a survey is proposed for which augmented rates are necessary the surveyor-gen- 
eral must forward a statemeut to this office showing the reason why the snrvey is 
required and specifically why augmented rates should be allowed, setting forth the 
character of the land and all particulars uecessary to the formation of a judgment by 
the Commissioner upon the question of authorizing such contract. 

Prior to making any contract for surveys the surveyor-general will invite proposals, 
by notice posted in his office for thirty days, specifying the* survey to be made, and 
stating that the contract will be let (subject to the approval of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office) to the lowest responsible bidder (being a practical and reli- 
able surveyor, and a person suitable, in your judgment, to be appointed a depnty sur- 
veyor) at rates not exceeding the minimum rates established by law for surveying the 
public lands. 

A copy of such notice will also be .transmitted by the surveyor -general to the regis- 
ter and receiver of the land district in which the township to be surveyed is situated, 
and it shall be the duty of registers and receivers to post such notices conspicuously 
in their offices. 
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The right to reject any and all bids will be reserved, and no contract will be awarded 
except subject to approval by the Commissioner of the General Land Office,, as pro- 
vided by law, and no person will be appointed a deputy surveyor by virtue of his 
being the lowest bidder except when he is a person properly qualified and of due 
responsibility, fitness, skill, and integrity to receive such appointment. 

The surveyor-general will prepare a contract with the accepted bidder, being a 
suitable person to receive an appointment as deputy surveyor as above provided, and 
transmit the same to this office for approval in the usual manner. 

Complaints of imperfect and fraudulent surveys are numerous, and examinations in 
the field nnder the direction of this office have shown in many instances that these 
complaints are well founded. I therefore impress upon you the importance of exer- 
cising the utmost care in awarding contracts, and in your supervision of the conduct 
of deputies and critical examination of work returned by them. 

Surveys must be made in strict conformity with law and instructions, and no sur- 
vey will be accepted by you which is not executed in such manner. 

Deputies have heretofore largely failed to establish properly-marked corners of the 
size and character required by the printed instructions to surveyors-general, the pits 
not being of the required size and depth, the pouts below the regulation size, and the stones 
not containing the required number of cubic inches, and it is alleged and believed 
that in many instances no monuments whatever have been placed where corners are 
returned as established and marked. 

It is the intention of this office to have all surveys examined in the field prior to 
payment of the surveyiug accounts, and to reject all such as are not in every respect up 
to the standard required by the Manual, and you will so notify your deputies. 

The practice of allowing deputy surveyors to retrace any and all lines which they 
might deem necessary in connection with their work, and compensating them therefor, 
has been discontinued. You will therefore instruct your deputies that if in the exe- 
cution of their surveys it becomes necessary to retrace auy township exteriors or 
§a Ixl i visional lines in order to properly close their surveys they must do so at their own 
expense as a legitimate contingent in executing their contracts. No allowance wi 1 
hereafter be made for any resurveys not specifically authorized by this office. 

Deputies must designate in the field-notes and plats of their surveys the location of 
each and every settlement within a township surveyed, noting whether the same is 
permanent or temporary in character, and stating the names of settlers and their 
improvements, if any. Lands in the occupation of Indians or native inhabitants will 
be carefully delineated. All inclosures of public lands will also be noted, and names 
of parties maintaining the same given. 

In the matter of surveys under sections 2401, 2402,2403, R. S., and amendatory 
acts, you will be governed by the -instructions contained in printed circular dated 
June 24, 1885, relative to deposits by individuals for the survey of public lands, a 
strict compliance with which will be exacted. 

The act of March 3, 1885, appropriates "for such resurveys of the public lands as 
in the discretion of the Commissioner of the General Land Office may be considered 
necessary fifteen thousand dollars." This appropriation will be used for such con- 
tingencies as may arise from time to time during the fiscal year, and is applicable to 
authorized resurveys in the several surveying districts, as well as in the public land 
states where the office of surveyor-general has been discontinued. No contract for 
resurveys will, however, be given without express authority therefor. 

You will peremptorily refuse to employ or recognize any surveyor who, in his 
capacity as a deputy surveyor of the United States, has been, or shall hereafter be, 
known or suspected to have made fraudulent surveys or returns, or to be, or to have 
been, connected with any frauds upon the public lands or violations of the law in the 
public land service. 

Very respectfully, 

WM. A. J. SPARKS, 

Commissioner, 
6296 P L 12 
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OFFICE EXAMINATIONS OF RETURNS OF SURVEYS.* 

Prior to 1881 examinations in the field of surveys executed in their 
respective districts were made by the surveyors-general under the pro- 
visions of the fifth paragraph of section 2223 of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States. The fourth paragraph of said section provides for 
the transmission by the surveyor-general to this office and local land 
offices of " particular plats of all lands surveyed by him in each land 
district." The surveying manual of 1855 (made a part of all contracts 
by act of Congress) embraces the form of " approval " of plats of sur- 
veys, which is printed thereon and signed by surveyors-general. It 
reads as follows : 

The above map of township No. of range No. , meridian , is strictly 

conformable to the field-notes of the survey thereof on file in this office, which have 
been examined and approved. 

The provision of the statute is mandatory regarding occasional in- 
spections of surveying operations in his district by the surveyor-general, 
so that he may "satisfy himself of the fidelity of the execution of the 
work according to contract." 

Although the allotments of the appropriations to the several districts 
were meager and the time of examinations limited the surveyor-general 
was enabled thereby to satisfy himself as to the progress of the work in 
the field, and it was presumed, therefore, that he approved the returns 
of surveys in his district from personal observation. 

Such was the condition of affairs at the close of the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1881. With the beginning of the new year was inaugurated a 
new system of examination of plats and field-notes of all surveys in this 
office. To that end further examinations in the field by surveyors-gen- 
eral were suspended, but they were required to approve all returns of 
surveys as heretofore. The approval was, of necessity, perfunctory, and 
indicated literally an examination of the original field-notes of the sur- 
vey which had been filed by the contracting deputy, froq* which the 
approved plats and field- notes were constructed, and that the latter were 
" strictly comformable n to the former. 

The ostensible intent of such office examination was to correct any 
discrepancies between the field-notes and plats of each survey and to 
ascertain whether the proper connections with previous surveys had 
been effected, all of which was not only plausible, but essential. 

The returns of surveys made by the deputies (from which the approved 
duplicate plats and field-notes were constructed) were usually prepared 
with great skill and care. Under the new methods, therefore, bat 
few errors were discovered, and the entire system worked harmoniously. 
The facility with which the returns of survey were examined and the 
accounts therefor promptly adjusted indicated a tacit understanding as 
to mutual interests, especially when it is remembered that all reference 
to original contracts and authorized substitutions thereunder on file in 
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this office was entirely ignored. Of necessity, such official action con- 
tributed in a marked degree to an unwarranted increase of special de- 
posits, unauthorized extensions of surveys, and illegal expansion of con- 
tracts. 

Experience proves that such office examination has been and is worth- 
less as a means of ascertaining whether or not the lines were actually run 
and the corners established in the field, and that it is useful only in the 
technical sense stated. The assumption, therefore, that the " approval " 
of the returns of surveys under a contract by the surveyor-general, and 
their " acceptance " by this office after said examination, constitutes a 
prima facie case, entitling the contracting deputy to a prompt adjust- 
ment of his account prior to an actual examination of his work in the 
field, cannot be maintained. 

For the purpose of preventing any further fraudulent action, and to 
protect the Government from accepting and paying for surveys appar- 
ently executed on paper only, the commissioner, on June 20 last, directed 
the suspension of all office examinations of plats and field-notes of sur- 
veys heretofore contracted for, as also the adjustment of the accounts of 
all deputies therefor until after the surveys had been examined in the 
field and reported upon by competent parties. 

EXAMINATIONS OP SURVEYS IN THE FIELD. 

During the past three years an average of six examiners of surveys 
have been on duty in the field. Individual reports of dates early in 
1883, and relating to examinations of the previous year, show the fol- 
lowing actual condition of surveys in the several districts : 

In Nevada, out of 19 townships examined all were condemned. Of 
38 townships subsequently examined but one was found acceptable. 
In the 37 imperfectly and incorrectly surveyed townships but very few 
corners were found, and those were not made in conformity with the 
manual of instructions. The alignments were crooked and incorrect. 
Another examiner, in 1883, reported the existence of two boundary-lines 
between Nevada and Utah. 

Examinations in Oregon, in 1883, showed no corners for 24 miles on 
the Grand Ronde meridian. The fourth standard parallel was found to 
be incorrectly laid down on the official map of 1879 as to crossing the 
Malheur river three times in 4 miles. 

Another examiner's work during the years 1883-'85 was distributed 
over Minnesota, Montana, Idaho, and Florida. In Idaho, out of 5 town- 
ships examined, 1 was found entirely destitute of corners, while in the 
other 4 corners were found u with few exceptions," although they were 
deficient in size and not according to requirements, but recognizable. 
In Montana two contracts awarded during the past fiscal year were 
examined, in both of which the work has been reported as fraudulent, 
the townships being but partially subdivided and existing corners not 
of the proper size. His report as to surveys in Minnesota was favor- 
able. 
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One examiner's report for 188.V85 as to the execution of surveys in 
Colorado shows that during the first year 27 towi. ships were examined, 
and all the work was condemned by reason of no interior or subdivis- 
ional comers being found. In 8 townships examiued in 1884 no Gov- 
ernment or official corners were found, but only those which had been 
established by local surveyors iu the abseuce of the true evidences of sur- 
vey. In his reports for the year 1885 the examiner found that in 16 
townships no bona fide surveys whatever had been executed, and their 
representations were on paper only (plats and field-notes), and not by 
actual marks in the field. Au examination of work under the Welles and 
Kendall special-deposit contract (awarded in 1881) for the survey of 22 
townships, at a liability of $13,407, showed the work to be fraudulent 
.in 7 townships, and but very few corners existent in the other 15 town- 
ships. Iu April, 1884, suit was brought against the principals and 
sureties uuder their joint bond ; no defendants, except one principal, 
found; suit went by default, and judgment rendered for $27,000; exe- 
cution returned nulla bona. 

Examinations in Kew Mexico and California have beeu made by 
another examiner. The work under the Shaw contract for surveys in 
New Mexico was found to have been executed in the field, but was in- 
correct as to measurements and alignments, and no closing corners were 
found. The work was corrected by the contracting deputy at his own 
expense. Surveys in California of 5 townships (Humboldt meridian) 
were found to be erroneous; the Klamath river uot properly located, 
being over a mile in error and imperfectly meandered; measurements 
incorrect and alignments crooked; an amended survey recommended. 
A late report as to examinations of surveys (San Bernardino meridian) 
under the Collins contract shows incomplete work in the field — work 
not as represented in the field-notes ; alignments of township bounda- 
ries and triangulations were incorrect. The plats and field-notes have 
been returned to the surveyor general of California, by whom they had 
been formally approved. 

The reports of an examiner, extending from 1883 to 1885, show that 
all the work examined in Dakota proved to be correct, and that all the 
corners were properly marked. 

• The examinations of surveys in Colorado, executed by different depu- 
ties under a number of contracts, were made during the years 1883-'85 
by an examiner appointed from that state, who had been a former con- 
tracting deputy surveyor in that surveying district and whose duties 
as examiner were confined therein. All of the surveys examined were 
reported as having been correctly executed in the field. The fact that 
this examiner was subsequently dismissed for other causes affecting his 
official integrity may be considered in connection with his uniformly- 
favorable reports as to the field-work of professional friends and con- 
tractors. 

In February last a joint contract was awarded by this office, with the 
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approval of the Department, to parties in Colorado for the survey of the 
boundaries of the Southern TJte Indian reservation in that state, lia- 
bility $6,750, payable from the appropriation for the survey of Indian 
reservations. 

Returns of surveys under said contract were made to this office prior 
to the close of the last fiscal year. A careful examination of the plats 
and field-notes submitted shows gross errors therein, which the earnest 
endeavors of paid attorneys failed to explain. A new examiner of sur- 
veys having been appointed, he was directed to proceed to Colorado and 
examine the work in the field under said contract. A partial report 
reveals the fact that a careful retracing by the examiner of several miles 
of the alleged surveyed boundary -line failed to disclose a single mile 
monument or any evidence whatever of the line having been actually run 
and marked on the ground. He was also informed, and so reported to 
this office, that the original contracting deputies had sublet the work 
to another party for a sum equal to about one third of the estimated lia- 
bility of the contract; that the subcontractor had furnished the original 
data or notes from which the plats and field-notes submitted to this 
office had been, constructed ; that he had received his compensation in 
full and had departed for parts unknown ; moreover, that neither of 
the contracting deputies had executed any of the alleged work in the 
field. The examiner has been instructed to further extend his researches 
and to secure complete and irrefragable evideuces of the manner in which 
the work under said contract has been executed. 

Information has been furnished to this office, through one of the 
assistants in the field, that a contracting deputy surveyor in Arizona, 
who has been awarded several contracts during the past two years, had 
imperfectly executed his work. Among other charges is one that the 
township and section corners were marked by splinters less than 2 
inches square, chopped from condemned railroad ties, and stuck in the 
ground, whereas the manual requires posts not less than 4 inches square, 
4£ feet long, planted from 3 to 4 feet in a mound of earth. Au examiner 
has been detailed to examine said work, and he is now engaged in that 
duty. 

In view of the fact that surveys to a very large extent have been exe- 
cuted during the past fiscal year, and the returns of the same are now 
in this office and being daily received, it is a matter of paramount 
importance that the work embodied in said returns should be promptly 
examined in the field. 

The custom heretofore prevailing in this office has been to examine 
the surveys in the field after the plats and field-notes thereof have been 
accepted by this office, after the triplicate plats have been filed in the 
local land offices, and after the contracting deputy's account has been ad- 
justed and paid in full. This order of procedure has been reversed, and 
examinations will first be made as to the faithful execution of the work 
in the field of those surveys the returns of which are now pending or 
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which may hereafter be received under existing and future contracts, 
before taking further action on subsequent matters relating to said 
returnB. 

THE SURVEYING DISTRICTS OF NEBRASKA AND FLORIDA. 

The public land surveys are practically closed in the surveying dis- 
trict of Nebraska. The last apportionment ($15,000) of the annual 
appropriation was made for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883. The 
clerical force of the surveyor-general's office is engaged in completing 
all arrearages oV work and getting the official records and files in proper 
shape, preparatory to turning over the same to the state authorities. 

In the district of Florida the only remaining unsurveyed lands (ex- 
cepting islands and fragments) are those situate in "The Everglades," 
in the southeastern portion of the state. A contract was awarded 
during the last fiscal year for the extension of standard and exterior 
township lines south of the " Big Cypress Swamp," embracing the 
southwestern portion of "The Everglades" and "Ten Thousand 
Islands" and extending southward to "Mangrove Swamp," so called. 
An examination was made during the last fiscal year as to the advisa- 
bility of further extending standard and exterior lines in "The Ever- 
glades." From the report of the examiner it has been decided that 
further surveys are wholly impracticable and unnecessary. The lands 
within " The Everglades," if surveys ever become practicable, would 
probably inure to the state under the swamp-land grant. 

RESURVEYS. ! 

The act approved March 3, 1883, making the appropriation of $425,000 
for surveying the public lands, provided that "a further amount, not 
exceeding $15,000, may be used, in the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Interior, in retracing and resurveying imperfect surveys in the State of 
Kansas." Fnder said proviso three contracts, involving an aggregate 
liability of $14,200, were awarded by my predecessor to two contracting 
deputies iu Kansas. All the returns of surveys under said contracts 
have been accepted and approved with the exception of the field-notes 
and plats of the following townships, viz : The resurvey of part of the 
exterior and sectiop lines of sections 1 to 12, inclusive, of township 30 
south, range 2 east, Kansas, executed by Deputy Hackbusch underpins 
contract of April 25, 1884; parts of the exteriors and subdivisional lines 
of township 29 south, range 8 west, and parts of the subdivisional lines 
of townships 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35 south, ranges' 10 and 11 west, sixth 
principal meridian, executed by William Tweedale under his contract 
of May 9, 1884, and special instructions of August 22 and September 
26, 1884. 

The plats and field-notes of the resurveys of the foregoing townships 
were left suspended by my predecessor on his official retirement. Not- 
withstanding said suspension the certificates of the Commissioner, under 



Digitized by 



Google 



SURVEYS. 183 

date of December 21, 1884, attached to the field-notes of said townships, 
read as follows : "The foregoing field-notes # * # are hereby approved 
for payment so far as relates to the work in the field." So it appears that 
the accouuts of said contracting deputies have been adjusted and paid 
in full while the plats and field-notes of their surveys, as stated, were 
suspended, and it further appears that, although payment was made as 
aforesaid, the same authority refused to relieve the surveys from sus- 
pension. 

The reasons for the former Commissioner's declination to approve said 
surveys other than to enable the surveyors to receive payment for their 
work may be briefly stated as follows : Immediately following the execu- 
tion of the work in the field came vehement protests to this office from 
indignant land owners resident in said townships, alleging that the intent 
of the appropriation providing for ''retracing and resurveying imperfect 
surveys" in Kansas had been entirely ignored by the surveyors, and 
that original corners had been persistently overlooked, iu defiance of 
existing laws regarding the same, and new comers established. 

Large numbers of owners of lauds in Gore township, Sumner county, 
Kansas (township 30 south, range 2 east, Hackbuscb survey), and in 
the townships embraced in the Tweedale contract, protested Against 
the approval of the resurveys, claiming that old corners and landmarks 
would be totally changed so as to cause certain of their improvements 
to fall without the respective tracts by the new platting, and urging 
that they are entitled to the lands iu accordance with the original sur- 
veys. One party claims that, although the resurvey gives him more 
acres of land, it injures him to the extent of $6,000 by cutting off 70 
acres on the east, embracing many improvements. The appropriation 
was simply wasted on certain Kansas surveyors. 

The plats and field-notes of the resurveys above referred to remain 
suspended in this office, no action iu the matter having been as yet 
taken by me. 

In view of the unsatisfactory results reached by the resurveys in 
Kansas, it has beeu prescribed that the following requirements must 
be strictly complied with before such surveys are made, viz : (1) The 
citizens and laud owners of the township must unite (unanimously) iu 
petitioning for the resurvey, and must agree, in writing, to abide by 
the result of the resurvey ; (2) the petition must show that the signers 
thereof are the bona fide owners of lands in the township, and the particu- 
lar tracts owned or settled upon by them must be described ; and (3) the 
petition must be accompanied by the certificate of the proper county 
officers, showing that the signers are bona fide land owners and settlers, 
and that they comprise all of the land owners and settlers in the town- 
ship. 

SUSPENDED CONTRACTS. 

Prior to the general suspension of all returns of surveys under the 
order of June 20th last the returns of the following contracting deputy 
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surveyors in stated districts were suspended on account of technical 
errors and allegations of fraud: Arizona, three contracts, embracing 
the exteriors and subdivisions of 41 townships ; California, one contract 
for 3 townships; Florida, the unauthorized survey of 6 townships under 
one contract; Colorado and Montana, same deputy had a contract in 
each district — returns under both irregular and fraudulent ; Nevada, 
one contract for 27 townships ; and in respect to two contracts awarded 
by this office for the survey of Indian reservations in Colorado and the 
Indian Territory the work is now under examination in the field. 

Under the general order of June 20, 1885, all returns of surveys under 
the following contracts have been suspended, awaiting examinations in 
the field, viz: Arizona, 3 contracts, embracing 41 townships; Califor 
nia, 20 contracts, 70 townships; Colorado, 3 contracts, 13 townships 
Dakota, 2 contracts, 2 townships; Florida, 1 contract, 5 townships 
Louisiana, 1 contract, 10 townships; Minnesota, 2 contracts, 2 town 
ships ; Montana, 2 contracts, 2 townships ; Nevada, 1 contract, 13 town 
ships; New Mexico, 2 contracts, 20 townships; Oregon, 5 contracts, 19 
townships; Utah, 1 contract, I township; Washington Territory, 1 con- 
tract, 1 township. 

A REVISED MANUAL OF SURVEYING INSTRUCTIONS. 

The convention of surveyors-general, heretofore referred to, prepared 
a new manual of " instructions of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to the surveyors-general of the United States relative to 
the survey of the public lauds and private laud claims," which was 
issued May 3, 1881, under sections 453, 456, 2398, and 2399 of the 
Kevised Statutes of the United States and published. Careful exam- 
ination of the text of the manual and experience in the field in makiug 
surveys thereuuder demonstrated that it was imperfect in many par- 
ticulars, and therefore a complete revision of it is being made. Among 
the proposed changes is the noting iu the specimeu field-notes of the 
topography on the return or true line, instead of on the random or trial 
line, as heretofore. Corrections have also beeu made to correspond 
with the various changes in official rulings, methods, and practices 
which have been formulated and promulgated recently, with a view to 
reforming the administration of the land department. 
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This division has charge of the adjustment of railroad, wagon-road, 
and canal grants, and of the work arising under the several acts of Con- 
gress granting the right of way through the public lands. 

Reports of construction of land grant railroads during the fiscal year 
show an aggregate of 164£ miles, which, with those previously reported, 
make a total of 17,631.34 miles, distributed as follows : 



States and Territories. 


Miles. 


States and Territories. 


Miles. 




901.43 
602.24 
883.00 
1, 037. 91 
298.60 
410.98 i 
639.97 ' 
90.00 
707.00 
241.35 
1,547.64 
1,485.65 
530.00 j 

| 




1, 045. 01 


-Arkansas 




2, 144. 11 






384.00 


California 




625.75 


Colorado 


Montana 


780.00 


Dakota 


768.52 


Florida 




446.00 


Idaho 




167.00 


Illinois 




325.80 


Indiana , 


Utah 


225.00 


lava 


Washington 


398.60 


Kansas 




945.78 


Louisiana 


Wyoming 


500.00 




Total 






17, 681. 34 









One hundred and fifty-nine miles of the Missouri Eiver, Fort Scott 
and Gulf railroad, in Kansas, 80 miles of the Saint Louis, Iron Mountain 
and Southern, in Missouri, and 342.87 miles of the Texas and Pacific, in 
Texas, heretofore reported, are omitted, the grants for said roads hav- 
ing been declared forfeited to the United States. In addition, several 
deductions from and additions to the amounts heretofore reported have 
been made, in order to correct errors which have crept into the report 
from year to year. 

During the fiscal year there were certified and patented for railroad 
purposes 1,153,950 acres, an increase as compared with the previous 
year of 506,787.63 acres. There were also patented for wagon-road pur- 
poses 549.42 acres. No certifications were made for canals. 

Eighteen railroad patents, Covering 251 pages of record, and one 
wagon-road patent, covering 3 pages, were issued. 

The lists of selections awaiting examination or action at the close of 
the fiscal year covered 14,273,057.81 acres, an increase as compared 
with the previous year of 2,411,449.31 acres. Of the lands so selected 
selections of 12,557,339.47 acres have been suspended awaiting legis- 
lative action, the roads on account of which the selections were made 
not having been completed within the time required by law. 

185 
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In the appropriate place in this report will be found tables showing 
the condition of the adjustment of the various grants at the close of 
the fiscal year. 

The number of contested cases awaiting final action at the close of 
the fiscal year was 3,405. Of these 1,084 have received some action, 
and 2,321 have received no attention whatever. 

Of ex parte cases there remained for final action 4,760. Of these 
970 have received some action, and 3,790 have not been reached for ex- 
amination. 

The number of letters received and registered was 6,538 ; the number 
written was 7,413, covering 6,550 pages of record. 

The number of railroads claiming the right of way through the pub- 
lic lands under various grants was 187, an increase of 6 during the 
fiscal year. The following table shows the roads so claiming : 
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Statement exhibiting land concessions, #c. — Continued. 
RECAPITULATION. 



States. 



Illinois 

Mississippi . 
Alabama.... 
Florida 



Louisiana.. 
Arkansas .. 
Missouri... 

Iowa 

Michigan.. 
Wisoonain. 
lOniietota. 



Certified or pat- 
ented for the 
year ending 
iTune 30, 1885. 



Acres. 



45, 226. 91 



Certified or pat- 
en ted np to 
Jane 80, 1885. 



1,192.73 



220.70 



Corporations. 

Total railroad grants 

Deduct amount of land declared forfeited by Congress. 



Total. 



^agon-roads: 
Wisconsin . 
Michigan.. 
Oregon 



Total wagon-roads and railroad grants . 



160.00 



46,800.34 
1,107,149.66 



1, 153, 950. 00 



549.42 



1,154,499.42 



Acres. 
2, 595, 053. 00 
935. 15R 70 
2, 929, 300. 94 
1, 760, 834. 98 
1,072,406.47 
2,517.718.69 
1, 395, 429. 87 
4, 706, 839. 09 
3, 220, 010. 84 
2, 874, 048. 79 
7, 809, 348. 56 
4, 638, 170. 67 



36, 463, 320. 60 
12, 986, 176. 67 



49, 449. 497. 27 
667, 741. 76 



48,781,755.51 



302, 930. 96 

221, 013. 35 

1,258,786.52 



1, 782, 730. 83 
48,781,755.61 



50,564,486.84 



8Utement exhibiting land concessions by acts of Congress to states for canal purposes from 
the year 1824 to June 30, 1885. 



Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Okio 

Do 

Do. (»eo. 3)... 
Do 

Do 

Do 

Do. (sec 6)... 
Da (see. 3)... 

Blmois 

Do 

Wisconsin ...... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

MM iigsn 



Date of laws. 



Mar. 26, 
Mar. 2. 
May 29, 
Feb. 27, 
Ang.29. 
Mar. 3, 
May 9, 
Mar. 2, 
June 30, 
Aug. 31, 
MaF. i 



1824 
1827 
1830 
1841 
1842 
1845 
1848 
1827 
1H34 
1852 
1855 



May 24,1828 
Apr. 2,1830 
May 24, 1828 
Aug. 81,1852 

Mar. 2,1827 
Aug. 3,1854 
June 18, 1838 
Apr. 10, 1866 
Mar. 1,1872 



Mar. 7,1874 18 
Aug. 26, 1852 10 



47 
236 
416 
414 
542 
731 
219 
236 
716 
143 
634 

805 
893 
306 
148 

234 
344 
245 



Name of canal 



Wabash and Erie. 



Wabash and Erie 

Act confirming the canal selections under acts 
of 1827 and 1828 in the State of Ohio. 

| Miami and Dayton 

General canal purposes 

Provision for settlement of claim of Ohio for 

canal lands, under acts of 1827 and 1828. 
C Canal to connect the waters of the HH- 
\ nois river wit h those of Lake Michigan. 

Milwaukee and Rock River 

Breakwater and Harbor Ship-Canal ) 

Act extending the time for completion of 

canal to April 10, 1874. } 

Aot extending the time for completion of 

canal to April 10, 1876. J 
Saint Mary's Ship-Canal 



p • o 

•a £«2 



234,246.73 
29,552,60 

259, 36". 48 
24,219.83 

796, 630. 19 

113,848.83 

266,535.00 



500,000.00 



290,915.00 

125,481.00 
200,000.00 



760,000.00 
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Statement exhibiting land concessions, $c. — Continued. 



State. 


Date of laws. 


I 




Mar. 3,1865 
July 3,1866 
Apr. 10, 18G0 


Michigan 

Do 

Do 


13 
14 
16 


Do 


Mar. 2,1871 


16 


Do 


Mar. 27, 1872 


17 


Do 


Mar. 3,1873 


17 


Do : 


July 3, 1866 


14 



Name of canal. 



519 i Portage Lake and Lake Superior Ship-Canal 

81 ; Do 

55 i Resolution extending the time for comple- 
tion of canal to March 3. 1871. 
509 ' Resolution extending the time for comple- 

I tiou of canal to March 3. 187*2. 
44 I Act extending the time for completion of 

eannl to March 3, 1873. 
627 Act extending the time for completion of 

, canal to December], 1873. 
80 | Lac La Belle Snip-Canal '. 



.2 5.2 

200,000.00 
200, 000. 00 



100, 000. 00 



RECAPITULATION. 

Indiana : 1,457,366.06 

Ohio 1,100,361.00 

Illinois 290,915.00 

Wisconsin 325,431.00 

Michigan 1,250,000.00 

Total quantity granted and certified 4, 424, 07a 00 

Bights of way granted to railway companies in certain states and territories. 



States and Territories. 



Name of company. 



Arkansas. 



California. 



Arizona Arizona Northern Railway 

Arizona and Nevada Railroad and Navigation.. 

Arizona Southern Railroad 

A rizona Narro w-Gaoge Railroad 

Colorado River and Silver District Railroad 

New Mexico and Arizona Railroad 

Southern Pacific Railroad 

Tucson and Gulf of California Railroad 

Clifton and Southern Pacific Railway 

Maricopa and Phoenix Railroxd 

Preseott and Arizona Central Railway 

Missouri. Arkansas and Southern Railroad 

Springfield and Memphis Railroad 

Eurekn Springs Railway Company 

Bodie Railway and Lumber 

Bodie and Benton Railway and Commercial 

California and Northern Railroad.. 

California Southern Railroad 

California Southern Extension Railroad 

Nevada Counts Narrow Gauge Railroad 

Salmon Creek Railroad 

San Francisco aud < >cean Shore Railroad 

San Joaquin and Mount Diablo Railroad 

South Pacitio Coast Railroad 

California Central Railway 

Arkansas Valley Railway 

Arkansas Valley and New Mexico Railway 

Baker's Park and Lower Animas Railroad 

Boulder, Left Hand and Middle Park Railroad 
and Telegraph. 

j Burlington and Colorado Railroad 

1 Canon City and San Juan Railroad 

] Colorado and New Mexico Railroad 

i Colorado Western Railroad „ 

Denver and Middle Park Railway 

Denver and New Orleans Railroad 

Denver, Rollinsville and Western Railroad 

Denver, Salt Lake and Western Railroad 

Denver Southern Railway 

Denver, South Park and Leadville Railroad 

Denver, South Park and Pacific Railroad 

Denver, Utah and Pacific Railroad 

Denver, Western and Pacific Railway 

Gray's Peak, Snake River and Leadville Rail- 
road. 

Greeley, Bear River and Pacific Railroad 

Greeley, Grand River and Gunnison Railroad . . 

Longroont, Middle Park and Pacific Narrow- 
Gauge Railway. 



California and Nevada. 
Colorado 




Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 



3,1875 18 
3, 1875 18 
3,1875 18 
3,1875 18 
3,1875 18 
3, 1875 i 18 
3, 1875 i 18 
3, 1875 | 18 
3, 1875 18 
3,1875 IB 
3,1875 18 
3, 1875 , 18 
3, 1875 i 18 
3, 1875 18 

3,1875 18 
3, 1875 i 18 
3, 1875 I 18 



482 
483 
482 
482 
462 
482 
481 
482 
463 
482 
482 
482 
482 

482 

482 
482 
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States and Territories. 



Name of company. 



Colorado 



Colorado and New Mexico 

Colorado and Wyoming. . . 
Dakota 



Monarch Pass, Gunnison and Dolores Railway- 
Mount Carbon, Gunnison and Lake City Kail- 
road. 

North Park and Grand Rfver Valley Railroad.. 

Pueblo and Arkansas Valley Railroad 

Pueblo and Salt Lake Railway 

Pueblo and Silver Cliff Railway 

.Saint Vrain Railroad 

Spanish Range Railway 

Upper Arkansas. San Juan and Pacific Railroad. 

Wet Mountain Valley R.tiltoad 

Colorado Northern Riilway 

Colorado Midland Railway 

Denver and C -non City Railway 

London, South Park and Leadville Railroad . . 

Georgetown, Breckenridge aud Leadville Rail- 
way. 

The Colorado Railway Company 

Pike's Peak Railway and Improvement Com 
pany. 

Denver and RioGianrie Railway 



Date of law. 



Mar. 3,1875 
Mar. 3,1875 



Mar. 

Mar. 
! Mar. 
! Mar. 
| Mar. 
! Mar. 

Mar. 
!Mar. 
;Mar. 

Mar. 
iMar. 

Mar. 
IMar. 



Horida 

Florida and Alabama 

Idaho 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 



Colorado Central Railroad 

Greeley, Salt Lak»« and Pacific Railway 

: Bear Butte and Dead wood Railroad 

I Black Hills Railroad 

1 Cassellon Branch Railroad 

I Central City, Deadwood and Eastern Railroad.. 

Chicago, Milwaukee aud Saint Paul Railway . . . 

1 Dakota Central Railway 

1 Dakota Grand Trunk Railway 

Dakota Southern Railroad 

I 'akota Railroad 

' Deadwood and Red Water Valley Railway 

Fargo and South western Railroad 

Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway. 

Saint Paul and Sioux lUtv Railway 

' Black H ills and Fort Pierre Railroad 

i Ellendale and Wahpefc >n Railroad 

; Jamestown and Northern Railroad 

i Northern Pacific, Fergus and Black Hills Rail- 
i road. 

Sioux Falls Railroad 

Travare and Jamestown Railroad 

James River Valley Railroad 

San bom, Cooperstownand Turtle Mountain Rail- 
road. 

Fargo, Larrimore and Northern Railway 

Dunseith and Southeastern Railroad 

Great Southern Railway 

Jacksonville and Saint Augustine Railroad 

Florida Southern Railway 

Palatka and Indian River Railway 

Jacksonville, Pvnsacola and Mobile Railroad . . . 

Pensacola and Louisville Railroad 

West Florida and Mobile Railroad 

Idaho, Clear Water and Montana Transportation 

Davenport and Saint Paul Railroad 

I Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls and Northwestern 
Railway. 

Saint Louis, Wichita and Western Railway 

1 Southern Kansas and Western Railroad 

, Wichita and Western Railroad 

Southern Kansas Railway 

Louisiana Western Railroad 

Natchez, Red River and Texas Railroad. 

Chicago and Northwestern Railway, successor 
to Menominee River Railroad. 

Detroit, Mackinac and Marquette Railroad 

Baraesville and Moorhead Railway 

Chieagoand Dakota Railway 

Minneapolis and Saint Cloud Railroad 

Saint Cloud and Lake Traverse Railway 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls and North western 
Railway. 

Duluth and Iron Range Railroad 

Red River and Lake of the Woods Railway 



Mar. 

Mar. 

June 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 
} Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 
|Mar. 

Mar 
. June 
1 May 27, 1872 

Mar. 3,1875 



3,1875 
3,1875 
3.1875 
3, 1875 ' 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3,1875 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3,1875 
3,1875 

3,1875 
3,1875 
8, 1872 
3,1875 
3, 1875 
3,1877 
3,1875 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3,1875 
3, 1875 
3,1875 
1,1872 



Hfoneaota and Dakota ! Worthington and Sioux Falls Railroad. 



Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 
I Mar. 

Mar. 
]Mar. 

IMar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

. Mar. 
J Mar. 
i Juno 
i June 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

June 

Mar. 

Mar. 

June 

Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mir. 
Mar. 
Apr. 



3 

3 ft 



3, 1875 
3,1875 
3, 1875 
3,1875 
3,1875 
3, 1875 i 
3, 1875 | 
3, 1875 

3, 1875 ' 
3,1875 
3,1875 
3,1875 

3, 1875 , 
3, 1875 
4. 1872 
7, 1872 
3, 1875 I 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 
8,1872 
3, 1875 
3, 1875 f 
4,1872 
3,1875 
i 
3, 1875 ; 
3,1875 j 
3, 1875 ! 
3,1875 
3, 1875 t 
3, 1875 
3,1875 

3, 1875 
3, 1875 
3,1875 
3,1875 
3,1875 
3, 1875 



3, 1875 ! 
3, 1875 I 
3, 1875 J 
2, 1878 ' 



18 I 

18 ' 

i 

18 

18 | 
18 ! 

18 ; 

18 

18 \ 
18 > 

18 | 
18 

18 t 

18 ' 

18 i 

18 ! 

18 

18 

17 

18 

18 

19 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

17 

17 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 I 

18 

18 

18 
18 
18 
18 

18 

18 

17 

17 

18 ' 

18 

18 ; 

17 ! 

18 , 
18 

\l 

18 

18 

18 

18 ! 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 
18 
18 
18 i 

18 ! 

18 
18 ' 
18 
20 



482 
482 

482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 

482 
482 
339 
516 
482 
405 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
202 
162 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 

482 
482 
482 
482 



482 
224 
280 
482 
482 
500 
340 
482 
482 
220 
482 

482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 



482 
482 
482 
482 
482 
482 

482 

482 

482 

82 
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Bights of way granted to railway companies, fc. — Continued. 



States and Territories. 



Missouri. 



Montana.. 
Nebraska. 



Nerada. 



Nevada and California. 

Nevada and Oregon 

New Mexico 



Name of company. 



»• City. Springfield and Memphis Railroad 

Missouri and Arkansas Railroad 

Springfield and Southern Railway 

Montana Railway 

Rooky Mountain -Railroad 

Fremont, Elk born and Missouri Valley Railroad 

Omaha and Republican Valley Railroad 

Republican Valley Railrosd 

Euteka and Colorado River Railroad 

Eureka and Palisade Railroad 

Nevada Central Railway 

Nevada Midland Railroad 

Nevada Southern Railway, first division 

Carson and Coloradb Railroad 

Oregon Central Railway 

New Mexico and Gulf Railway . 



Oregon . 



New Mexico and Southern Pacific Railroad. .. 

Clifton and Lordsburg Railway 

New Mexican Railroad 

Rio Grande. M«*xioo and Pacific Railroad 

Southern Pacific Railroad 

Texas, Santa Fe and Northern Railroad 

Blue Mountain and Columbia River Railroad. 

Roseburgand Port Orford Railroad 

Prospect Hill Company 

Willamette Valley and Coast Railroad 



Oregon, Idaho, and Utah. 
Oregon and Washington . 



Washington . 
Utah.... 



Utah, Idaho, and Montana. 



Utah and Nevada. 
Washington 



Portland, Dalles and Salt Lake Railroad < 

Oregon Railway and Navigation 

Cascade Coal and Lumber Railroad 

Bellinghara Bay Railway and Navigation 

Bingham Canon and Camp Floyd Railroad 

Denver and Rio Grande western Railway 

Echo and Park City Railway, successor to Sum- 
mit County Railroad. 

Ogdenand Wyoming Railroad 

Salt Lake and Park City Railway 

San Pete Vallev Railroad 

8evier Valley Railroad 

Utah and Pleasant Valley Railway 

California Short- Line Railway 

Utah and Nevada Railway 

Utah and Wyoming Railway 

UtahCentral Railroad and Pleasant Valley Branch 

Utah Eaatera Ritilroad 

Utah Southern Railroad 

Utah Southern Railroad Extension 

Utah Western Railroad 

Wasatch and Jordan Valley Railroad 

The Utah and Wyoming Railway 

Utah, Idaho and Montana Railroad 

Utah Northern Railroad— Utah and Northern C 
Railway. > 

Salt Lake and Western Railway 

Columbia and Puget Sound Railroad 

Columbia and Paiotise Railroad 

Seattle and Walla Walla RaHroad 



Wisconsin . 



Wyoming. 



Wyoming and Colorado 

Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, 
and Oregon. 



Walla Walla and Columbia River Railroad.. . < 

Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha 

Railway. 
Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Railway. 

Menominee Railway 

Wisconsin Central Railroad 

Princeton and Western Railway 

Wisconsin and Michigan Railroad 

Winona, Alma and Northern Railway 

Evanston and Montana Railroad 

Laramie, North Park and Pacifio Railroad 

Utah and Wyoming Railroad 

Wyoming Central Railroad 

Wyoming. Montana and Pacific Railroad 

Wasatch Iron and Coal Company 

Denver, Yellowstone and Pacific Railway 

Oregon Short Line Railway 



The People's Railway Company of America . 



Date of law. 



Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3. 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8, 

Mar. 3, 

June 8, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3. 

Apr. 12, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8. 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3. 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8. 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

June 1, 

Mar. 3, 

June 20, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8, 

Mar. 8, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 3, 

Mar. 8, 

Mar. 3, 



Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 



1875 18 

875 I 18 

[875 I 18 

1875 18 

1875 , 18 

1875 18 

1875 : 18 

1875 18 

1676 I 18 

875 18 

875 18 

875 18 



1875 
1875 
1675 
[872 



1873, 17 
878 | 20 
L875 18 



1875 
1875 
1875 
809 
878 
1875 
1875 

875 
.875 
875 
875 
875 
875 
875 
875 
875 
876 
875 
876 
875 
875 



Mar. 8,1876 18 



I 



Total Dumber of roads 
New roads for 1H85 



187 
6 
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Reference is made to the following rulings and circular, of especial 
interest in regard to grants of lands for railroad purposes : 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Withdrawal — The instructions of March 18, 1885, are revoked. All lands withdrawn for the Texas 
Pacific railroad are restored to the public domain. 

April 4, 1886. 
To Register and Receiver, Los Angeles, Cal. : 

By letter of this office of March 17, 1885, you were instructed to give public notice 
by advertisement that the odd-numbered sections of land heretofore withdrawn for 
the Texas and Pacific railroad have been restored and are subject to entry under the 
public land laws as unoffered land. 

By letter of March 18, 1885, the foregoing instructions were modified so as to ex- 
clude from restoration lands along the branch line of the Southern Pacific railroad 
where the same passes through the limits of the withdrawal for the Texas and Pacific* 

My attention having been called to the instructions of March 18, 1685, 1 have con- 
sidered the subject and find no reason why such letter should have been written. 

The same is therefore revoked, and you will be governed by the instructions of March 
17, 1885, directing you to give notice of the restoration of all lands heretofore with- 
drawn for the Texas and Pacific railroad, the same being the odd-numbered sections 
within 20 miles on each side of the projected line of the road from the eastern boundary 
of the State of California to the Pacific ocean. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

The instructions of March 20, 1885, are revoked. The original rule for fixing the terminal limits of 
railroad land grants is not altered. 

April 11, 1885. 
To Register and Receiver, Walla Walla, Wash. : 

On March 20, 1885, a diagram was transmitted to you with office letter advising 
you of an amendment of the terminal limit of the withdrawal of lands in your dis- 
trict on definite location of the line of the Northern Pacific railroad, and you were 
instructed, in effect, that the railroad company would be permitted to select lands 
under its grant within such extended limit. 

It appears that this change was asked for in the interest of certain alleged pur- 
chasers from the railroad company of lands not subject to selection or sale by the 
company under the order of the Commissioner of the General Land Office of August 
16, 1881, fixing the terminal limit of said withdrawal. 

My attention has been called to the matter by a complaint referred to me on the 
7th instant by the honorable Secretary of the Interior, alleging that the interests of 
settlers upon 149,760 acres of land were prejudiced by this action in favor of pur- 
chasers of 2,000 acres from the railroad company. 

The whole subject having thus been brought to my notice, I have considered it, and 
sun satisfied that the action of the 20th ultimo was taken under a misconception of 
the purport of a letter from the Secretary of the Interior of the 13th ultimo, in reply 
to a letter of the preceding day from the Acting Commissioner of this office, asking 
Instructions in the premises. 

The Secretary stated that the fixing of the terminal limit is a matter of mathe- 
matical ascertainment, and if a correction is necessary to truly represent the grant 
on either side of the road this office is competent to make it. 

Such limit was fixed by Commissioner's order of August 16, 1881, in accordance 
with a rule established in the adjustment of the early land grants for railroads and 
adhered to from that period to the present time. It is not shown that any error 
was made in the ascertainment of that limit in the present case. It was clearly not 
the purpose of the Secretary to change the rule for fixing terminal limits which has 
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beeu applied to all railroad land grants, nor to authorize the extension of the with- 
drawal on definite location beyond such terminal limit, when already fixed by a 
mathematical ascertainment in which no error is discovered. 
The action and instructions of March 20, 1885, being erroneous, are hereby revoked. 

CALIFORNIA AND OREGON RAILROAD COMPANY. 

StUetUmt.— Pending congressional action on the question of forfeiture of the grant selections by the 
railroad company will not be considered or entertained. 

June 26, 1885. 
To Register and Receiver, Shasta, Cal. : 

By letter of March 14, 1886, you were advised that on the 27th of February, 1885, 
the President accepted 40 miles of the California and Oregon Railroad and Tele" 
graph Line constructed in California. 

Said 40 miles extend from a point near the town of Redding, which, if the lands 
were surveyed, would be in the NW. ± Sec. 36, T. 32 N.,R. 5 W., northward to a 
point in the SW. } Sec. 22, T. 36 N., R. 5 W. f M. D. M., being a part of section 8, all 
of section 9, aud part of section 10 (each of 20 miles) of said road. 

It was stated in said letter that the above information was given at the oral re- 
quest of the company's resident attorney, who wished yon to have official knowledge 
of the acceptance of that part of the road in case the company should apply to select 
lands opposite the same. 

I am now in receipt of your letter of April 19, 1885, in which you say that " in view 
of the fact that the railroad company are preparing lists to apply for lands in the 
above described limits, and the further fact that the grant to said railroad company 
had expired July 1, 1880, said company having failed to complete their road prior 
to said date, we are in doubt as to the course which we are to pursue, and respect- 
fully request a special rule on the subject-matter, namely, Shall we receive and file 
said applications, or are we to refuse, subject to appeal T" 

In the President's acceptance, before mentioned, it was ordered that no patents for 
lands lying conterminous with said sections should issue until specific instructions so 
to do should be given by him. 

On the 2d of March, 1885, this restriction was withdrawn by the President upon 
the recommendation of the late Secretary of the Interior, Congress having failed to 
pass pending bills looking to the forfeiture of the grant. 

The withdrawal by the President of the express inhibition contained in his former 
order leaves the matter of allowing or accepting lists of selections in the same situa 
tion as if such inhibition had not been made and withdrawn. The matter of the en- 
forcement of the forfeiture which has been incurred having become a subject of con- 
gressional consideration, and no positive expression of the legislative will having been 
reached, I do not think it a matter of official duty, under iny responsibilities as an 
executive officer of the Government, to authorize selections to be made pending such 
action as Congress may be pleased to take. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Selection*.— Pending congressional or judicial determination of tbe question of forfeiture of the grant 
selections for this road will not be considered or entertained. 

June 26, 1885. 
To George H. Andrews, 

Agent Oregon and California Railroad Company, Portland, Or eg, : 
The eighth section of the act making this grant, together with that to the California 
and Oregon Railroad Company, provided — 

" That in case the said companies shall fail to comply with the terms and condi- 
tions required, namely, by not filing their assent thereto, as provided in section 6 of 
this act, or by not completing the same, as provided in said section, this act shall be 
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null and void, and all the lands not conveyed by patent to said company or compa- 
nies, as the case may be, at the date of any such failnre shall revert to the United 
8tates." 

The time fixed by the sixth section for the completion of the roads was July 1, 1876. 
By the act of June 25, 1868 (15 Stat., 60), the time was extended to July 1, 1880. At 
that date 197 miles of the Oregon aod California road, from Portland to Roseburg, 
had been constructed, leaving something less than one-half of the entire length of the 
road unconstructed at the date of the expiration of the grant. 

On May 26, 1883, Mr. Secretary Teller expressed the opinion that a legislative or 
judicial declaration of forfeiture was necessary to a reversion of the grant, notwith- 
standing the terms of the granting act, and he directed my predecessor to issue pat- 
ents for the granted lands as they are earned by construction and acceptance of 
portions of the road. This order was suspended because the matter of enforcing the 
forfeiture was pending before Congress, and no patents were issued under the opinion 
and instructions referred to. 

Until this matter is determined by Congress or the courts it is my opinion that 
no steps should be taken by this office to place it beyond the power of the legislative 
branch of the Government to protect the public rights and interests in the premises- 

I must therefore decline to consider selections already made, or to entertain further 
selections at the present time. 

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY V8. GUILFORD MILLER. 

Railroad nritkdraval— Following the court decisions, it is held that a withdrawal of land by the Gen- 
eral Land Office when, as in this instance, withdrawals from settlement, entry, or other appropria- 
tion are not required by law, is effective only as information in defining the limits within which in- 
demnity selections may be made in a proper time and manner, but is not operative as a prohibition 
of settlements and entries within such limits under the public-land laws prior to the time when a 
lawful selection by the railroad company baa actually been made. 

July 13, 1885. 
To Register and Receiver, Walla Walla, Wash.: 

On December 29, 1884, Guilford Miller made homestead entry No. 3366 for the SEr 
i Sec. 21, Tp. 15 N., R. 43 E. I am now in receipt of register's letter of February 10, 
1885, stating that the land is withiu the indemnity limits of the grant to the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company, and suggesting that the homestead entry be canceled as 
having been erroneously allowed, the fees aud commissions refunded, and the party 
permitted to make a new entry. This suggestion appears voluntary on your part, 
Mr. Miller not being heard from. 

The tract is within 50 miles of the line of the Northern Pacific railroad, accord- 
ing to map of definite location filed October 4, 1880. It was formerly embraced 
within the 40-mile limits of a withdrawal on map of general route filed March 30, 
1872, but fell outside of those limits upon adjustment to map of definite location and 
within the limits of an indemnity withdrawal ordered November 13, lb80. It is 
therefore outside the granted limits and within indemnity limits as now established* 

The question arising under this state of facts is whether a withdrawal of lands 
within limits allowed for indemnity selection is effective as a prohibition of the set- 
tlement and eutry of such lands under the public land laws of the United States t 
The answer to this depends npon the law. The withdrawal was ordered by the Com- 
missioner of the Genera] Land Office. Was he authorized to make withdrawals 
which would inhibit settlements and entries upon public lands within those limits f 
If so, by what provision of the statute T 

The grant to the company by act of July 2, 1864 (13 Stat., 365), was for ten and 
twenty alternate sections per mile on each side of the road where it passes through 
States and territories respectively, "whenever on the line thereof the United States 
have full title, not reserved, sold, granted, or otherwise appropriated, aud free from 
pre-emption, or other claims or rights, at the time said road is definitely fixed and a 
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plat thereof filed in the office of the Commissioner of the General Land Office." The 
indemnity provision is as follows: "And whenever, prior tq said time, any of said 
sections or parts of sections shall have been granted, sold, reserved, occupied by 
homestead settlers, or pre-empted, or otherwise disposed of, other lands shall be se- 
lected by said company in lien thereof, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, in alternate sections, and designated by odd numbers, not more than 10 
miles beyond the limits of said alternate sections." The act of May 31, 1870 (16 Stat., 
376), extended these limits 10 miles farther in event that deficiencies could not be 
supplied within the first 10 miles beyond the granted limits. 

The sixth section of the act of 1864 provided for the survey of lands " for 40 
miles in width on both sides of the entire line of said road after the general route 
shall be fixed, and as fast as may be required by the construction of said railroad," 
and that " the odd sections of land hereby granted shall not be liable to sale, or entry, 
or pre-emption before or after they are surveyed, except by said company, as pro- 
vided in this act," but that the provisions of the pre-emption and homestead laws 
' 'shall be, and the same are hereby, extended to all other lands on the line of said road, 
when surveyed, excepting those hereby granted to said company J 9 

The lands provided by this section to be reserved from sale, entry, or pre-emption 
were the lands granted by the act, namely, lands within odd-numbered sections for 
the prescribed distance on each side of the road, which in the territories was 40 miles. 
No other lands were granted. 

The distinction between lands granted and lands from which indemnity may be 
taken to supply deficiencies in the grant is broadly marked in the law. This distinc- 
tion has frequently been drawn in judicial decisions. In Ryan vs. R. R. Co. (99 U. S., 
382) the court, referring to the act making a grant to the California and Oregon Rail- 
road Company, say : 

" Under this statute, when the road was located and the maps were made, the right 
of the company to the odd sections first named became ipso facto fixed and absolute. 
With respect to the ' lieu lands,' as they are called, the right was only a float, and 
attached to no specific tracts until the selection was actually made in the manner 
prescribed." This principle has been elaborately reaffirmed in the Cedar Rapids 
cases, 110 U. S., 27 ; K. P. R. R. Co. vs. A., T. & S. F. Co., 112 U. S., 414 ; St. Paul R. R. 
vs. Winona R. R., 112 U. S., 731. 

The lands provided by the sixth section to be reserved from sale, entry, or pre-emp- 
tion were the odd-numbered sections within the primary or granted limits, and not 
lands in the secondary or indemnity limits. The sections first named are in the 40- 
mile or granted limits on each side of the road in the territories, and the "lieu" 
or secondary limits are 10 and 20 miles beyond the granted limits. The act pro- 
vided for the reservation at a certain time of granted lands. It did not provide for a 
reservation of indemnity lands. "The express mention in a statute of any person 
or thing is the exclusion of another." The express reservation of granted lands 
excluded authority for any reservation of lands not granted. The statute expressly 
declares what lands shall be reserved. No other lands, therefore, could be reserved. 
But the statute does not stop with that declaration. It proceeds to explicitly declare 
that the pre-emption and homestead laws shall extend to " all other lands on the line 
of said road." The legal principle that no other lands were or could be reserved than 
those expressly mentioned is thus enforced by a statutory provision equivalent to a 
mandate that no other lands should be reserved. 

It is clear to me that there is no authority of law for a withdrawal of lands within 
the limits of indemnity selection under this grant. It is equally clear that a reserva- 
tion of such lands from pre-emption and homestead entry is positively inhibited by 
the statute. In giving notice of the reservation of granted lands, which the law pro- 
vided should be reserved in a certain time and manner, the jurisdiction and power of 
the administrative officer was necessarily exhausted. 

Congress has exclusive power to regulate the disposal of public lands. (Const., 
Art. 4, Sec. 3. ) If Congress did not choose to provide for the reservation of lands to 
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•wait selection by the railroad company it is not easy to see how the Commissioner 
of the Land Office coold extend the law to effect such reservation. * 

Public officers cannot bind the Government by acts beyond or contrary to their 
authority. (U. 8. vs. City Bank, 6 McLean, 130 ; Johnson vs. U. S., 5 Mason, 425.) 

The extent of the authority of public apents is known to all persons. It is a matter 
of public law. (Mayor Eschback, 18 Md., 282 ; Miller vs. Trustees, 7 Bos., 600.) 

A public agent can do only what he is authorized to do. " Were it otherwise, an 
officer intrusted with the sales of public lands, or empowered to make contracts for 
inch sales, might by inadvertence or incautiously giving information to others de- 
stroy the lien of his principals on very valuable aud large tracts of real estate, and 
even produce alienations of them, without any consideration whatever being received." 
And the court observes that " otherwise it would be very difficult for the public to 
protect itself against improper collusions." (Lee vs. Monroe, 7 Cranph, 369.) 

It was held by Mr. Secretary Teller in 1883 (2 L. D., 511), as a general principle, 
that the power of this Department to withdraw lands within granted limits for the 
benefit of the grant is well settled, and by a parity of reasoning that authority to 
withdraw lands in the indemnity limits must follow. The Supreme Court, however, 
in recent cases, asserts that the conditions and rules applicable to granted limits do 
not follow in respect to indemnity limits. 

In Van Wyck vs. Knevals (106 U. S., 360) the court, especially referring to odd- 
numbered sections specifically granted, say : " The adoption by the company of a sur- 
veyed line of the route of its road, and the filing of the map of the same with the 
Secretary of the Interior, cuts off the right of entry of these odd sections by any one 
else, whether there is a proclamation or proof toithdrawing them or not. n 

In Cedar Rapids R. R. Co. vs. Herring (110 U. 8., 26) the court, citing the forego- 
ing, say: 

"It is obvious, however, that the right to these odd sections^ and the right to 
others in in lieu of such odd sections as have been previously disposed of, depend upon 
very different circumstances, and it is not easy to see how rights can be vested in any 
particular section or sections of the latter class until it is ascertained how many of 
the original odd-nnmbered sections are thus lost and until the grantee has exercised 
his right of selection." 

In Kansas Pacific R. R. Co. vs. Atchison, Topeka and Santa F6 R. R. Co. (112 U. S., 
414) the court say : " The question, therefore, for determination is whether the grant to , 
Kansas by the act of Congress of March 3, 1883, covered the title to these indemnity 
lands. We are clear that it did not. It granted only alternate sections, designated by 
odd numbers, within the limits of 10 miles, and from them certain portions were to be 
excepted. For what was thus excepted other lands were to be selected from adjacent 
lands, if any then remained to which no other valid claims had originated. But what 
unappropriated lands would thus be found and selected could not be known before actual 
selection. A right to select them within certain limits, in case of deficiency within the 
10-mile limit, was alone conferred, not a right to any specific land or lands capable of 
identification by any principles of law or rules of measurement. Neither locality nor 
quantity is given from which such lands could be ascertained. If, therefore, when 
such selection was to be made, the lands from which the deficiency was to be supplied 
had been appropriated by Congress to other purposes, the right of selection became 
a barren right; for until selection was made the title remained in the Government 
subjeit to disposal at its pleasure. The grant to Kansas, as stated, conferred only a 
a right to select lauds beyond 10 miles from defendant's road upon certain contin- 
gencies. It gave no title to indemnity lands in advance of their selection." 

In Saint Paul R. R. Co. vs. Winona R. R. Co. (Ill U. S., 7s>0) the court say : 

"The time when the right to laiids becomes vested, which are to be selected within 
given limits nnder these land grants, whether the selection is in lieu of lands defi- 
cient within the primary limits of the grant or of lands which for other reasons are 
to he selected within certain secoudary limits, is different iu regard to those that are 
ascertained within the primary limits by the location of the lino of the road." The 
principle that the railroad company has not and cannot have any claim to indemnity 
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lands until specific tracts have been selected id the manner prescribed is announced 
as the "foundation of the judgment of the court" in cases cited. "The reason of 
this is," say the court, " that as no vested right can attach to the lands in place" — 
the odd-numbered sections within specifically granted limits — "until these sections 
are ascertained and identified by a legal location of the line of the road, so in regard 
to the lands to be selected within a still larger limit their identification cannot, be 
known until the selection is made." 

The law as settled by the court is that no right vests to lands embraced in granted 
limits until the granted sociious are defined by the lawfully fixed location of the line 
of the road, and that no right whatever vests to lands within indemnity limits nntil 
the right of selection has been acquired and a selection of particular tracts to supply 
ascertained deficiencies in granted sections has actually been made. Iu either case, 
it is the acquisition of a vested right by the railroad company which cuts off the right 
of entry to lands in either limit. The time when such right may accrue is different 
in respect to the different limits. In the one case it is the time of legally fixed loca- 
tion. In the other rase it is the time of actual selection, iu the manner prescribed 
by law. Until the fixed location of the line of the road has been lawfully established, 
as provided by precedent conditions of the law, all lands within granted sections are 
subject to settlement and entry and to disposal by Congress. The reason of the law 
is stated in R.R. Co. vs. Baldwin, 103 U. S., 4*26. "The limitations upon the grant 
are similar to those found in numerous other grants of lands made by Congress in aid 
of railroads. Their object is obvious. The sections granted could be ascertained 
only when the routes were definitely located. This might take years, the time depend- 
ing somewhat upon the length of the proposed road and the difficulties of ascertain- 
ing the most favorable route. It was not for the interest of the country that in the 
meantime any portions of the public lauds should be withheld from settlement or use 
because they might, perhaps, when the route was surveyed, fall within the limits of 
a grant. Congress, therefore, adopted the policy of keeping the public lauds open to 
occupation and pre-emption and appropriation to public uses, notwithstanding any 
grant it might make, until the lands granted were ascertained." 

In the previous case of Mo., Kaus. & Tex. R. R. vs. Kans. Pac. R. R. (97 U. S., 491) 
the court said: "As the sections mentioued could only be known when the route of 
the road was established, which might not be for years, the Government did not intend 
to withhold the lands in the meantime from occupation and sale and thus retard the 
settlement of the country, nor to exclude the lands from appropriation to public uses." 

The same reasoning is applied by the court in Saint Paul R. R. Co. vs. Winona R. 
R. Co. to lands within indemnity limits. "The plaintiff in error insists that the map 
of its line of road was filed in 1859. The court of original jurisdiction finds that up 
to the time of the trial, in October. 1878, a period of nearly twenty years, no selection 
of these lands had ever been made by that company or any one for it. Was there a 
vested right in this company during all this time to have not only these lauds, but 
all the other odd sections within the twenty-mile (indemnity) limits on each side of 
the line of the road, await its pleasure! Had the settlers in that populous region no 
right to buy of the Government because the company might choose to take them, or 
might, after all this delay, find out that they were necessary to make up deficiencies in 
other quarters f How long were such lands to be withheld from market and with- 
drawn from taxation and forbidden to cultivation T" 

The court finds the right of appropriation and disposal of lands withiu granted 
limits to remain unimpaired under the law in the people and the Government until 
the liue of the road is lawfully located. It finds that the right of appropriation and 
disposal of lands within indemnity limits remains unimpaired under the law in the 
people and the Government until particular tracts are lawfully selected. 

A time arrives when, in pursuance of law and the performance of the necessary 
conditions, the superior right of a railroad company to lauds within granted limits 
" cuts off the right of entry by any one else, whether there is a proclamation or order 
withdrawing them or not." (Cedar Rapids Co. vs. Herring.) The practice of this 
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Department in making withdrawals of such lands when that time arrives or is sup- 
posed to have arrived, when not directed to do so by law, rests upon the legal propo- 
rtion that from the time that so arrives the right of appropriation as against the 
railroad company ceases. But nnder the law as settled by the Supreme Court no 
superior right, and no right whatever, exists in the railroad company to any lands 
within indemnity limits uutil specific tracts have been selected "in the manner pre- 
scribed by law." By what parity of reasoning, then, can it be held that a withdrawal 
of lands to which no vested or other right has attached is authorized (when not 
provided for by law), because a withdrawal of lands to which vested rights have 
attached has been deemed a proper exercise of administrative discretion f 

In the latter case the withdrawal, of itself, has no effect upon the legal status of 
the land and interferes with no rights. It merely points out the limits withiu which 
granted sections are reserved by force of law from adverse appropriation. It is 
information only. The reservation created by law is equally effective whether there 
is an official withdrawal or not. 

In the other case the lands are not reserved by force of law. The law creates no 
reservation within indemnity limits for future indemnity selection. A withdrawal, 
therefore, of lands within indemnity limits, withholding from public appropriation 
lands which the law authorizes the public to appropriate, is more than information; 
it is an interference with the legal status of the land and an impairment of rights 
secured to the people by the laws of the country. Such would be the result if with- 
drawals of this character «ouid be regarded as having any legal effect. It would be 
no less an act in derogation of public right than would be an official withdrawal of 
lands within granted limits, prematurely made before the permanently fixed line of 
the road has been legally established, before any right to any specifically granted 
sections has been acquired, before any reservation of such sections has attached un- 
der the law, and while the right secured the people to make settlements and entries 
upon such sections remains unimpaired under the statute. 

An administrative reservation of lands for indemnity selection before selection is 
made would be as foreign to the idea of the law as an administrative reservation of 
granted lands before definite location would be foreign to the idea of the law. 

The expressed purpose of the railroad land grants generally is to secure the con- 
struction of railroads. A time certain is fixed within which the roads are to be built. 
An official withdrawal of lands, not required by statute, but made for the purpose 
sad with the effect of keeping the lands from entry to await the pleasure of the com- 
pany in constructing its road, would be an administrative defeat of the object of the 
law. It is not a fair implication from a statute that it authorizes a thing to be done 
which would defeat its purpose. 

The equities are with the Government and the people, not with the grantees. The 
latter were given munificent grants and accorded great privileges. They were 
allowed ample time to complete their roads, and this time was frequently extended 
by Congress. If, after all, they failed to perfect claims dependent upon their own acts, 
upon what principles of law or theory of public policy should public rights be sub- 
ordinated, by administrative indulgence, to the convenience of the companies beyond 
statutory limitations f 

"If plaintiff has been injured it is by its own laches. If there is uo land to satisfy 
its demand, it is because it delayed over three years to file its map to establish the 
line of its road, and for years afterward to make selections. It is unreasonable to 
tay that during all that time these valuable lands were to be kept out of market, 
when the country was rapidly filling up with an agricultural population, settling and 
making valuable farms on them." (Cedar Rapids cases, supra.) 

It is a part of the history of this office that the early withdrawals under railroad 
Isnd grants made prior to 1860 did not contemplate a denial of settlement rights 
wider the public laud laws, and that pre-emption entries were allowed within granted 
limits, notwithstanding the official withdrawals, until the time arrived when, under 
*&• Interpretation of the law then current, the right of the grantee to particular see- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



206 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

tions became vested. It is, I believe, a modem idea that railroad withdrawals, not 
required to be made by law, cat off the legal rights of settlers to lands within the 
designated lines. 

But the Supreme Court has more recently negatived that idea in the important 
decisions already referred to. These withdrawals are treated as of no legal effect. In 
Saint Paul R. R. vs. Winona R. R., where lands had been voluntarily withdrawn by 
the land department " to give the company a reasonable time to ascertain their defi- 
ciencies and make their selections/ 1 the court say of such withdrawal : " It by no means 
implies a vested right in said company inconsistent with the right of the Govern- 
ment to sell, or of any other company to select, which has the same right of selection 
within those limits." 

In Kansas Pacific vs. Atchison R. R. the court say: "The order of withdrawal of 
lands along the probable lines of the defendant's road, made on the 19th of March 
1863, by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, affected no rights which with- 
out it would have been acquired to the lands." 

In the Cedar Rapids cases a withdrawal was made before any was required by 
the statute to be made, and the court held that entries allowed and patent* issued 
for such lands were valid, notwithstanding the withdrawal. 

Following these decisions, by the authority of which I am governed, I must hold 
that a withdrawal of land by the Commissioner of the General Land Office when, as 
in the present instance, withdrawals from settlement, entry, or other appropriation 
are not required by law, is effective only as information in fefining the limits within 
which indemnity selections may be made in a proper time and manner, but is not 
operative as a prohibition of settlements and entries within such limits under the 
public land laws prior to the time when a lawful selection by the railroad company 
has actually been made. 

The records of this office show that the tract now in question was selected by the 
railroad company December 17, 1883. Mr. Miller made entry December 29, 1884, al- 
leging settlement June 15, 1878. As the alleged settlement antedates the company's 
selection, Mr. Miller's entry will remain intact awaiting final proof, and if settlement 
is established, as alleged, he will be permitted to perfect his entry. 

UNITED STATES VS. U. P. R. R. CO., KANSAS DIVISION. 

Dunmeytr decision.— Under the Dnnmeyer decision, pre-emption claims of record at date of definite 
location of road exoept the lands covered thereby from the grant. Patent for sack lands cannot 
Issue to the company. 

July 25, 1685. 

To Register and Receiver, SaUna, Kans. : 

The W. i NW. i Sec. 15, Tp. 14 S., R. 2 W., is within the limits of the grant to the 
Union Pacific Ry. Co., Kansas Div., formerly the Kansas Pacific Ry. Co. The road 
was definitely located past this tract May 8, 1867. 

The records of this office show that Henry Kramer, June 7, 1866, filed D. S. No. 3933 
for this tract and the S. i SW. ± Sec. 10, alleging settlement the 28th of May, 1866. 
His filing was canceled October 23, 1871. 

D. S. Dodds made homestead entry No. 11841 November 2, 1871, claiming the tract 
in question. His entry was contested, and upon the evidence submitted this office 
held, January 9, 1875, that the pre-emption claim of Kramer was valid and subsisting 
up to and past March 3, 1869, and that the tract was excepted from the grant to said 
company. On appeal, that decision was affirmed by the Secretary of the Interior 
August 19, 1875, and on August 24, 1875, Dodds' entry was canceled for non-compli- 
ance with the law, the land held subject to entry by the first legal applicant, and the 
case closed. 

September 1, 1875, Fred. H. Wildman made timber-culture entry No. 1077 for 
the same tract, but subsequently relinquished his right, and his entry was canceled 
January 19, 1877. 

A. J. Baird made timber-culture entry No. 1470 for the same land the 26th of Jan* 
oary, 1877. 
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The eompatiy made a formal selection of said W. + NW. I Sec. 15, Tp. 14 S., R. 2 
W., Jnly 6, 1678, bat its selection was rejected by your office, for the reason that the 
honorable Secretary of the Interior had, on August 19, 1875, rejected the claim of said 
company to the same. 

The company appealed to this office, and your action was approved December 4, 
1878, and Baird's entry was allowed to remain undisturbed, awaiting final proof at 
the proper time. 

The company again appealed, and on August 9, 1879, Hon. A. Bell, Acting Secretary, 
referring to the claim of Kramer, held : "It follows that at the time the lands, which 
were granted in 1862, were identified in 1866, a valid claim existed thereto, which 
might have been perfected. As said claim was abandoned, however, under the rule 
established in the case of Gates vs. the California and Oregon Railroad Co. (Copp's Land 
Owner, vol. 5, p. 150) the tract inured to the company. The subsequent entry of 
Baird was made in violation of the prior right of the company, and must therefore be 
canceled." • * • • His entry was accordingly canceled August 13, 1879. 

In January, 1883, you transmitted the application of Baird for a re-examination of 
his ease. 

His application was referred to the Secretary of the Interior January 15, 1883, but 
it was returned April 7, 1883, with instructions to notify the local officers that motion 
of Mr. Baird could not be entertained under the decision in the case of Perkins vs. 
Central Pacific R. R. Co. (see 1 L. D., 357, 9 L. O., 201), which reversed the Gates 
decision, as the rule therein established was for future guidance, and not for cases 
already adjudicated. 

The Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of the Kansas Pacific Railway 
Co. t*. Lewis Dunmeyer (113 U. S., 629, 12 L. O., p. 9), held: "This filing of the map 
of definite location furnished also the means of determining what lands had previ- 
ously to that moment been sold, reserved, or otherwise disposed of by the United 
States, and to which a pre-emption or homestead claim had attached. * * * In 
regard to such sections they were not granted. The express and unequivocal language 
of the statute is that the odd sections not in this condition are granted. The grant is 
limited, by its clear meaning, to the other odd sections, and not to these." 

Under this construction of the law, which must be followed by this office, the tract 
was not granted. 

The Supreme Court, in the decision above cited, makes no distinction between a 
pre-emption and a homestead claim of record, so that the present case is particularly 
strong, for the claim of Kramer had its inception May 28, 1866, which was prior to the 
date of the act authorizing the construction of the road on this line. His claim re- 
mained nnimpeached of record until October 23, 1871, and was held in two depart- 
mental decisions, before cited, as valid and subsisting past the definite location of 
the road. 

Therefore, as the land was not granted to the company, it cannot be patented 
thereto, and I have this day held its selection of the same for cancellation, subject to 
appeal within sixty days. 

ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC RAILROAD VS. LYON. 

JHfay of map — Franchise— Conditions Precedent- -The right obtained by the company upon filing it* 
■ftp of route in the General Land Office is a statutory right confirming a franchise upon a private 
eerporation, and snch statute* most be strictly construed and every condition-precedent actually 
compiled with. The filing of the map in the office of the Secretary, August 15, 1872, was not a com- 
phance with the terms of the grant. The grant of this road attached April 16, 1874, when the law 
was complied with by the filing of the map in the General Land Office. 

July 31, 1885. 

To Register and Receiver, Los Angeles, Cal. : 
I have examined final homestead entry No. 662, dated October 3, 1884 (original No. 

•0, of date July 5, 1879), by Robert Lyon, for the NW. J NW. I Sec. 29, and N. * NE. i 

and 8E. i NE. I Sec. 30, Tp. 5 N., R. 23 W., S. B. M. 
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Tho tract in the odd -numbered section is within the 20-mile granted limits of the 
Atlantic and Pacific railroad, between the western boundary of Los Angeles county 
and San Buenaventura, on the Pacific ocean. 

The map of definite location of the line of the road opposite the land in qnestion 
was received in the office of the Secretary of the Interior August 15, 1872, at which 
date the grant of vacant lands in odd-numbered sections within the limits specified 
has been heretofore held to have vested in the company. 

By the third section of the act of July 27, 1866, there is granted to said company 
"every alternate section of public land not mineral, designated by odd numbers * * * 
whenever on the line thereof the United States have full title, not reserved, sold, 
granted, or otherwise appropriated, and free from pre-emption or other claims or rights, 
at the time the line of said road is designated by a plat thereof, filed in the office of the 
Commissioner of Hie General Land Office." 

The map hereinbefore referred to remained in the office of the Secretary of the In- 
terior, pending a determination by the Secretary upon questions affecting the validity 
of grant aud location in the State of California, from August 15, 1872, until April 16, 
1874, when it was received at this office aud filed therein with Secretary's letter of 
that date approviug the same. 

Under the terms of the act the grant could not become effective until the map 
designating the line of tits road was " filed in the office of the Commissioner of the 
General Laud Office." 

In my opinion, the depositing of such map in the office of the Secretary, or its sub- 
mission to him for acceptance, cannot properly be construed as being a filing of the 
same in this office, and in point of fact the map was not filed in this office until April 
16, 1874, the date of its acceptance by and receipt from the Secretary, as before stated. 

Where, as in some cases, it is provided that a map shall be filed in the Department 
of the Interior, the law is undoubtedly satisfied if the map is filed in the General Land 
Office, that being an office in the Department of the Interior. But in the present case 
the law requires that the map shall be filed in the office of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. This is a specific requirement, which must be literally complied 
with. The filing of such map was an important act. Upon the proper performance 
of that act the lands granted to the company became identified, and the public rights 
of settlement and appropriation became extinguished over the broad area embraced 
in the grant. 

Interests of such magnitude are not to be jeopardized by recognizing a constructive 
filing, as the performance of a precedent-condition, fixed by positive terms of the 
statute, and by statute the only legal notice to the public of the designation of the 
line of the road is the actual tiling of the map in the office of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office. 

The right obtaiued by the company upon the filing of the map in the manner pre- 
scribed is not a common law right, but a statutory right, confirming a franchise upon 
a private corporation ; and such statutes must be strictly construed, and every con- 
dition-precedent actually complied with. 

The ruling which has heretofore obtained, that the right of the company under its 
grant attached August 15, 1872, is therefore erroneous, and it must be held that the 
granted lands were not identified until the map was actually filed iu the office of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, as required by law, namely, April 16, 1874. 

The withdrawal for the benefit of said grant was made by letter of November 23, 
1874, which was received at the local office December 10, ensuing. 
* The records of this office show that Robert Lyon filed pre-emption declaratory state- 
ment No. 1708 on the land covered by his present entry February 17, 1879, alleging 
settlement thereon September 12, 1872. 

His final homestead proof was made after due posting and publication of notice, and 
the railroad company did not appear to contest his claim. It is therefore concluded 
in the premises under the rule in the Forrester case (1 L. D., 481). 
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The proof shows that Lyon was a native-born citizen of the United States and a 
qualified entryinan, and that he settled on the land in September, lrJ72, since when 
be has continued to reside thereon, cultivating and improving the same, his improve- 
ments being valued at $3,000, and has fully complied with the requirements of the 
law. 

His residence on and cultivation and improvement of the land at and prior to April 
16, 1874, excepted the same from the operation of the railroad grant ; and as his final 
proof is satisfactory, I have this day held the entry for approval for patent, subject 
to appeal by the company named within sixty days. 

circular— railroad indemnity selections. 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington D, C, August 4, 1885. 
To Registers and Receivers 17. S. Land Offices, 

Gentlemen: Before admitting railroad iudemnity selections in any case yon will 
require preliminary lists to be filed, specifying the particular deficiencies for which 
indemnity is claimed. You will then carefnlly examine your records, tract by tract, 
to ascertain whether the loss to the grant actually exists as alleged. You will admit 
no indemnity selection without a proper basis therefor. If you are in doubt whether 
the company is entitled to indemnity for losses claimed, you will transmit the pre- 
liminary lists to this office for instructions, and will not place the selections upon 
record until directed so to do. 

Where indemnity selections have heretofore been made without specification of 
losses, you will require the companies to designate the deficiencies for which such 
indemnity is to be applied before further selections are allowed. 

The selecting agent applying to make indemnity selections must state in his affi- 
<fcmt attached to the list presented that the specific losses for which indemnity is 
claimed are truly set forth and described in said list, and that said losses have not 
heretofore been indemnified in any manner. 

Where deficiencies exist, for which indemnity is allowed by law, the lieu selections 
most be made from vacant unappropriated land withiu proper sections and limits 
wcretf the granted sections in which the loss ocourred. You will be careful to see 
that this rule is strictly complied with, and will reject all selections not made in con- 
formity thereto. 

WILLIAM WALKER, 

Acting Commissioner, 
Approved : 

L. Q. C. LAMAR, 

Secretary, 

6296 P L — -14 
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The following is a statement of the work performed by the pre* 
emption division daring the year ending June 30, 1885: 

Contested cases undecided June 30, 1884 638 

Contested cases received during the year ending Jane 30, 1885 548 

Total 1,186 

Decided and closed during the year 727 

• Total undecided June 30, 1885 459 

Ex-parte cases in division June 30, 1884 17,273 

Ex-parte cases received during the year ending June 30, 1885 33, 914 

Total 51,187 

Ex-parte cases approved during the year 15,041 

Ex-parte cases acted upon and suspended 3,366 

Ex-parte cases canceled and referred 506 

Total 18,813 

Total in division not acted upon June 30, 1885 32,374 

TOWN-SITES. 

Number of town-site entries approved 12 

Number of entries of lots in Fort Dalles military reservation, Oregon, under 

act of March :*, 1877, approved 10 

Number of entries of lots in the towns of Eetchum, Idaho, and Baker City, 

Oreg., underact of July 1, 1864, approved 349 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letters received during the year 12,064 

Letters written by the division 16,671 

Pages recorded by the division 8,444 

Pages copied by the division 2,542 

A statement of the state selections approved daring the year will be 
found under the head of the public lands division, 
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DECISIONS. 

BIRCH V8. SMITH. 

left 0/ tttUmtnt.— Tririal Acts of alleged settlement, denoting, if anything, a mere intention to settle 
in the future, not followed up by residence and improvement and use of the land, are not sufficient 
to hold land from appropriation by others who desire to enter it for the purpose of really making a 
home upon it and deriving a support therefrom. 

SttOtr di/hud. — A settler is one who attaches himself to the soil. A person who does not do this is 
not a settler within the meaning of the law or the common understanding of the term. 

May 20, 1885. 
To Register and Receiver, Xiobrara, Xebr.: 

Jacob W. Birch filed D. S. 7071 for S. i of NE. i, S. * of NW. i, sec. 20, Tp. 32 N., 
R. 14 W., May 7, alleging settlement May 2, 1884. 

Henry Smith filed D. S. 6658 for same land February 28, alleging settlement Feb- 
ruary 23, 1884. 

There is no evidence that Smith's claim was of such a character that Birch's rights 
would not have attached to the land had he himself been a settler in good faith. 
There is no evidence whatever of the alleged validity of Smith's claim except the 
statements of Birch, which are made on " information and belief." He does not pro- 
fess to know that Smith has a residence and improvements on the land. If he was 
himself a settler in good faith, he would be likely to know whether Smith was or not. 
8mith is not heard from. His filing was made in February, and when Birch, as he 
alleges, went upon the land in May following there was nothing on the land except 
a few piles of sod. This was not of itself substantial evidence of settlement. If Smith 
had made his filing in good faith, it is to be presumed that he would have been found 
residing upon the land and improving and cultivating it when Birch made his filing, 
which was at the season of the year when persons who make settlements in good faith 
are usnaHy*so engaged. Trivial acts of alleged settlement, denoting, if anything, 
a mere intention to settle in the future, not followed up by residence and improve- 
ment and use of the land, are not sufficient to hold land from appropriation by others 
who desire to enter it for the purpose of really making a home upon it and deriving 
a support from it. 

A settler is one who attaches himself to the soil. A person who does not do this is 
not a settler within the meaning of the law or the common understanding of the term. 

Birch's application, not being accompanied by evidence of Smith's superior right, 
is rejected. 

LOTTIE M. MERWIN. 

Preemption proof.— Such proof will be rejected where payment is not tendered at time proof ie made. 
Alleged poverty is no excuse under the circumstances recited. 

June 4, 1885. 
To Register and Receiver, Wateriown, Dak. : 

The pre-emptor alleges poverty and difficulty in obtaining the money to pay for 
the land as the reason why payment was not made at time of proof. She was not 
obliged to make proof at the expiration of six months after alleged settlement. She 
had thirty-three months in which to do so. At date of offering payment she was re- 
siding in the Btate of Minnesota, and does not claim to have resided on the land since 
offering proof. Proof cannot be accepted nor entry allowed until payment is made. 
Residence and full compliance with law must be shown up to date of entry. That 
was not done in this case. 

The pre-emption right is given to enable a person to obtain a home, not to enable 
him to get title to a tract of land for some other purpose, or for the benefit of some- 
body else, or to sell on speculation. 

Where, as is too frequently the case, a party comes into a land district, files a claim, 
"proves op" aa soon as sufficient time has elapsed, and then leaves the state or ter- 
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ritory, the transaction as one that indicates the opposite of good faith nnder the public 
land laws. 

If Miss Merwin made her pre-emption claim in good faith, intending the land for 
her home, as alleged, and has not made any agreement or contract by which title she 
may obtain from the Government will inure to the benefit of any other person, it will 
be no hardship for her to comply with the law by showing six .months' actual resi- 
dence on the land immediately preceding final entry. 

This will be required before her entry can be allowed. 

JAMES DEMPSTER. 

Restoration 0/ Eight.— A pre-emptor will not be reinstated in his right on account of the illegality of 
his filing made through failure to make settlement prior thereto. 

June 26, 1885. 
To Register and Receiver, Huron, Dak. : 

It is not the practice of this office to reinstate the settler in his pre-emption right 
on account of the illegality of the filing made through failure to make settlement 
prior thereto. This failure is the result of his own laches, and cannot avail to restore 
him to his pre-emption privilege. Where the settler fails to comply with the law in 
this respect, he is not inhibited from perfecting title should settlement be established 
before an adverse claim intervenes. 

In the case of Dempster such adverse right attached before his actual settlement 
was made. He is therefore without relief. His application is denied. 
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Daring the fiscal year 'the work of this division largely increased, 
owing to the fact that the state authorities of Mississippi, Ohio, Ala- 
bama, and Indiana have adopted the field-notes of public surveys as 
the basis of adjusting their claims under the swamp land acts of Sep- 
tember 28, 1850, March 2, 1855, and March 3, 1857. In addition to the 
claims presented under the old system of adjustment, by examination 
in the field and proofs, selections embracing large areas are being filed 
under the new system mentioned. 

Within said period there has been claimed and reported to this 
office as swamp and overflowed lands under the several swampland 
grants 2,608,709.56 acres, making a total area thus claimed and re- 
ported of 74,546,849.93 acres. 

Lists embracing 826,728.47 acres have been formally approved, mak- 
ing the total amount thus approved at the end of the fiscal year 
58,620,986.61 acres, including 8,706,413.06 acres approved to the State 
of Louisiana under the provisions of the act of March 2, 1849 (9 Stat- 
utes, p. 352), which approval has the force and effect of a patent, of 
which 22,787.41 acres have been approved during the past year. 

Under the act of September 28, 1850, patents have issued for 889,853.05 
acres, making the total number of acres patented under said act 
47,644,512.59 acres. 

The aggregate area of land finally disposed of by approval under 
the act of March 2, 1849, and by patents under other acts relating to 
swamp lands, from the date of the passage of said acts to the end of 
the fiscal year amounts to 56,350,925.65 acres. 

The work of adjusting the claims for indemnity under acts of March 
2, 1855, and March 3, 1857, has been vigorously prosecuted. • Gash in- 
demnity accounts amounting to $80,691.38 were allowed, and the tracts 
patented as indemnity embraced 3,241.80 acres. 

The total amount of swamp-land indemnity adjusted and allowed 
since the passage of the indemnity acts is $1,360,943.53 for cash entries 
of swamp land, and 551,483.83 acres patented in lieu of swamp land, 
located with military bounty-land warrants and scrip. 

Five special agents have beeu employed continuously during the 
past year in making examinations in the field of lands claimed as swamp 
and representing the Government at the taking of testimony presented 
by the state respecting the character of the land thus claimed. 
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The following is a summary of the more important work done by this 
division : 

Letters received 2,061 

Letters written 2,012 

Pages oi letter record covered li 644 

Lists prepared for approval 66 

Certified copies of lists prepared and transmitted to the governors of the sev- 
eral states and local officers 130 

Patents executed 70 

Pages of patent record covered 233 

Number of contested oases decided 201 

Tracts examined with plat and field-notes of survey, to determine their char- 
acter 61,248 

Tracts upon which claims for indemnity have been adjusted upon testimony 

submitted 2,359 

Certified copies prepared for individuals 24 

Entries and locations held for cancellation for conflict with claims under the 

swamp grant - 144 

Claims under railroad grants held for rejection for conflict with claims under 

the swamp grant 14 

Claims under the swamp grant held for rejection 149 

Hearings ordered with a view to determine the character of lands claimed as 

swamp 112 

Swamp-land indemnity certificates issued 16 

Statement exhibiting the quantity of land selected for the several states under acts of Con- 
gress approved March 2, 1849, September 28, 1850 (Revised Statutes of the United States, 
section 2479), and March 12, 1860 (Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2490), 
up to and ending June 30, 1885. 



States. 



Third 

quarter of 

1884. 



Fourth 

quarter of 

1884. 



First 

quarter of 

1885. 



Second 

quarter of 

1885. 



Year ending 

June 80, 

1885. 



Total since 
date of grant. 



Alabama 

Arkansas 

California 

Florida 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Louisiana (act of 1849). 
Louisiana (act of 1850). 

Michigan 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi 

Missouri. 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Wisconsin 

Total 



Acres. 



Acres. 



Acres. 



Acres. 



Acres. 



472.66 

145,915.98 

168, 570. 52 

75.20 

29,541.55 



2,417.17 

80.00 

546,508.75 

16,200.00 



208, 823. 25 73, 565. 45 



2,935.32 

, >. 

19, 280. 00 



608,721.48 
33,560.00 



• I. 



39, 160. 00 



2,417.17 

3,487.98 

1, 296, 146. 16 

237, 610. 52 

76.20 

851,090.25 



14, 019. 10 
29, 123. 21 
53,669.00 
5, 129. 70 



13, 551. 11 

124, 576. 84 

7,463.99 



8,186.93 



19, 624. 74 



2J* 785.93 
39,832.91 



61, 901. 17 
76,823.94 



36,678.87 

191. 497. 77 

17,610.60 

406.97 



14, 019. 10 
102, 138. 62 
409, 576. 52 
80,204.29 
62.308.14 
99,635.61 



Acres, 

479, 514.44 
8,654,890.10 
1, 878, 618. 47 
18,181,845.64 
8, 696, 824. 51 
1,854,807.70 
8, 811, 930. 60 
10,995,687.77 

554,084.24 
7,287,868.82 
4,353,041.80 
3,675,661.46 
4,765,708.84 

116,766.28 

823, 500. 89 
4, 667, 128. 87 



449,703.85 



396, 255. 25 840, 115. 82 



922,635.14 



2,608,709.56 



74,546,849,88 
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Statement exhibiting the quantity of land approved, to the several states under acts of Con- 
gress approved March *2, 1849, September 28, 18">0 (Revised Statutes of the United States, 
section 2479), and March 12, 1860 (Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2490), 
up to and ending June 30, 1885. 



States. 


Third 
quarter of 

1884. 


Fourth 
quarter of 

1884. 


First 

quarter of 

18*5. 


Second 
quarter of 

1885. 

Acres. 


Tear end- fr„*«i ««„^ 
ing June 30, % Total sinoe 

1885? date ot grant. 


Alabama 


Acres, 


Acre*. 


Acre*. 


Acres* 


Acres. 
400, 434. 78 


Arkansas *,-! ux ...... , 


2,417.17 

472.66 

79,991.06 


8,673.28 

2,935.32 

40.00 


160.00 

80.00 

263, 523. 14 




11, 25a 40 

3,487.98 

372, 818. 32 


7, 656, 516. 67 

1,744, 581. 79 

16,114.053.19 

1, 493, 493. 85 


California 




florid* 

Pfoflfe 


29,264.12 


Indiana 




il5. 20 
381.55 






115.20 
2, 359. 35 
22, 787. 41 


1,264,988.33 
928, 796. 21 


Iowa 




1, 823. 20 


154.60 


Louisiana (act of 1849) 


22, 787. 41 


8,706,41a 06 
251, 374 74 


Louisiana (act of 1850) 








Michigan . '. 






5,011.25 
136,460.53 
11, 480. 64 




5,011.25 
201 991.11 


5,727,884.98 
3,051,114.66 


Minnesota 






65,530.58 


Viw,*jppi 


46, 919. 51 


133, 240. 05 
2,498.13 


10, 019. 58 201 . tt&. 78 


3, 314, 752. 22 


Min^rf' 


40.00 


2, 53a 13 


4, 495. 714. 91 


Ohio 







25, 660. 71 


Oregon 




2,709.54 







2, 709. 54 


129, 325. 67 


vimnain 










8,316,380.99 








1 




Total 


152,587.81 


150,693.02 


. 418, 638. 76 


105,00a 88 


826, 72a 47 


58, 620, 98a 61 







Statement exhibiting the quantity of land patented to the several states under the acts o 
Congress approved September 28, 1850 ( Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2479)> 
and March 12, 1860 (Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2490), and also the 
quantity certified to the State of Louisiana under act approved March 2, 1849, up to and 
ending June 'SO, 1885. 



States. 


Third 

quarter of 

1884. 


Fourth 

quarter of 

1884. 


First 

quarter of 

1886. 


Second 

quarter of 

18S6. 


Year end- 
ing June 30, 
1885. 


Total since 
date of grant. 


Aktom* x 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 


Acres. 

395,315.09 

7, 387, 680. 74 

1.433,162.46 

<*15,881, 101. 89 

61,455, 377. 05 


Arkansas . 


243.76 

1,080.00 

134,80a73 


123,963.32 


122, 475. 21 


6,291.08 

472.66 

184,484.93 

80.00 

40.00 

1,903.20 


252, 97a 37 

1,56a 66 

331, 980. 28 

80.00 

155.20 

2, 865. 00 

22,787.41 


California 


Florida 


66,862.07 


5, 82a 65 


mtnoit , 


Mima 






iis.20 

40.00 


el, 257, 743. 61 

dl,178,54aet 

a 706, 413.06 


lows 


220.24 
22,787.41 


20L56 


Louisiana (act of 1849) 


Loowtsua (act of 1850) 








225 172.32 


Michigan , , . . , 




40.00 


4, 851. 62 
102,916.36 
11,480.64 




4, 891. 62 

102, 9ia 36 

189, 440. 12 

78a 90 


e 5, 665, 88a 66 


Minnesota 






2,780,714.80 

3, 238, 927. 88 

/3, 379, 531. 18 

25, 640. 71 

21,811.09 


Hississippi 


26,827.27 


151, 132. 21 
78a 90 




lossonrfv.::::::. :::..::: 




Ohio 






Oregon 






2,709.64 




2, 709. 54 


Wisconsin 








gZ, 308, 39a 93 














Total 


185,965.41 


332, 98a 08 


250,415.12 143 271.A7 


912, 640. 46 


56, 350, 92a 66 










• 54,554.80 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 1855. 
h 2,309.07 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 1855. 
e 4.880.20 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 1855. 
d 821.665.23 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 1855. 
« 18,988.93 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under aot of March 2, 1855. 
/ 44, 784. 4 1 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 1855. 
g 104.647.99 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 185a 

That the grant of swamp and overflowed lands to the State of Cali- 
fornia was a grant in presents and that a false return of land as swamp 
by a deputy surveyor, although approved by the surveyor-general, 
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does not constitute a grant, and may be set aside by the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, is set forth in the following decision: 

April 22, 1685. 
To 8urveyer-General Brown, San Francisco, Cal. : 

I have considered a motion made February 27, 1885, by Messrs. Britton and Gray, 
attorneys for tbe State of California, for a review and reconsideration of the action 
of my predecessor of December 29, 1884, in the matter of the segregation survey of 
T. 29 N., R. 4 E., M. D. M., involving particularly the E. i of the SW. i and the NE. 
£ of the NW. i of sec. 11, said township and range, wherein it was held that the 
survey was erroneous in describing said tracts as swamp and overflowed land. They 
also ask that the tracts mentioned be conveyed to the State of California under her 
grant of swamp lands. The survey in question was made in 1871, and reported 
December 30, 1872, under the provisions of the third clause of the fourth section of 
the act of Congress of July 23, 1866 (14 Stat., 219), now paragraph 4 of section 2488, 
U. 8. Revised Statutes. 

On August 11, 1873, a petition was received from Mr. Robert A. Marti u, of Tehama 
county, California, dated July 27, 1873, praying that the survey of the E. i of the 
NW. i and E. * of the SW. ± of sec. 11, T. 29 N., R. 4 E., be set aside, for the 
reason that the same was returned as swamp and overflowed land, whilst in reality 
the tracts in question do not possess that character, and he transmitted affidavits in 
support of his statements. The surveyor-general was directed, under date of August 
22, 1873, to investigate the matter and to report the result of his investigation to this 
office as a basis for further action. 

The surveyor-general did not comply with this order, but reported, under date of 
September 5, 1873, the proceedings which had been had up to that date, from which 
it appears that on August 4, 1871, soon after the survey was commenced by the deputy 
Surveyor, Mr. Martin addressed a letter to the surveyor-general complaining of the 
segregation ; that affidavits in opposition to Mr. Martin's statements were filed with 
the surveyor-general ; that an examination in the field was ordered by the surveyor- 
general ; that the report of the deputy intrusted with such examination sustained 
the segregation survey; that on July 31, 1872, Mr. Martin again addressed the sur- 
veyor-general, who replied, asking Mr. Martin to forward any evidence he desired. 
The surveyor-general reports that Mr. Martin failed to forward any evidence, that no 
affidavits were received from him, aud that in default of such evidence the survey 
was approved December 3, 1882. It appears from statements subsequently made by 
Mr. Martin that he transmitted certain statements to the surveyor-general, which 
were not considered, not being in form of affidavits. 

On September 20, 1873, in reply to a further communication from Mr. Martin to 
this office, he was informed that an examination might be had before the surveyor- 
general, if desired, at the expense of the parties in interest. Mr. Martin replied, 
under date of October 24, 1873, that he was willing to pay his own share of tfie 
expense. 

Here the matter seems to have rested until February 12, 1884, when Mr. Martin 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of the Interior, alleging that the survey and the 
examiner's report thereon were both fraudulent ; that the land was not swampy and 
not wet enough to make good grazing land every year without irrigation, and never 
too wet to produce a good crop of wild grass, clover, &c, and that when the alleged 
examination was made by tbe deputy who reported the survey as correct the land 
was covered by deep snow ; that the deputy went to the summit of the mountain and 
looked down into the valley for a few minutes, and remarked that if the land was 
not swampy it ought to be, and that this was all the examination that was made. 
On May 31, 1884, Mr. ^f art in submitted several affidavits corroborating his statements 
in respect to the character of the land. 

In view of tbe repeated allegations of fraud in this survey, Mr. John B. Tread well, 
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ipeeial examiner of surveys, was directed on September 11, 1884, to examine the land 
and make a full report thereon. 

Mr. Tread well made a detailed report under date of December 10, 1884, transmitting 
with his statement a plat of the land, with photographic views taken by himself. 

In respect to the NE. £ of the NW. £ of section 11, he specifically reports as follows: 

"I have examined this 40- acre tract and failed to find a single acre of swamp and 
overflowed land. The surface is rolling, with deep water-courses. The land is natu- 
rally drained, and could not in any sense be classed as swamp aud overflowed land." 

The E. i of the SW. £ of section 11 he reports as " mountain, valley, and meadow 
land, with good grass in places and a large portion covered with timber (pine, fir, and 
cedar). None of this land can be classed as swamp and overflowed. This land is at 
an altitude of about 5,000 feet, and is inaccessible in the winter, as the snows are 
very deep and remaiu late in the spring. These meadows are valuable only for dairy- 
ing purposes and for grazing cattle. The cattle are driven to the Sacramento valley 
in the fall, returning in the spring after the snow has left." 

The SE. i of the NW. £ of section 11, also claimed by Mr. Martin, was found by Mr. 
Tread well to be " timber and grass land." • 

It was the judgment of the Commissioner that the examination shows conclusively 
that the United States deputy surveyor erred in representing said lands to be " swamp 
and overflowed," and the matter was referred to the surveyor- general " for appropri- 
ate action." 

The application for a review and reconsideration of this action is based upon the 
proposition that the approval of the segregation map by the survey or- general was a 
finality, and that the Commissioner had no jurisdiction to inquire into the correct- 
ness of the survey. In support of this proposition reference is made to the decision of 
Mr. Secretary Schnrz in the case of the Central Pacific Railroad Company vs. State of 
California, 4 Copp, 150. 

The Secretary, in this decision, construed the first and second clauses of the act of July 
23,1866. It is not necessary here to interpret or discuss the construct ion given to said first 
and second clauses, because the present case comes under the third clause, which pro- 
vides for a different class of cases from the classes enumerated in the first and second 
claases. 

The third clause is as follows: 

"In case such state surveys are found not to be in accordance with the system of 
United States surveys, and in such other townships as no survey has been made by the 
tinted States, the Commissioner shall direct the surveyor-general to make segrega- 
tion surveys, upon application to said surveyor-general by the governor of said state, 
within one year of snch application, of all the swamp and overflowed land in such 
townships, and to report the same to the Commissioner of the General Land Office* 
representing and describing what land was swamp and overflowed under the grant, 
according to the best evidence he can obtain." 

The survey under consideration was a segregation survey made in a township in 
which "no survey had been made by the United States " The case, therefore, falls 
specifically under this provision of the statute. 

The duties of surveyors-general are by law performed under the direction of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office and the supervision of the Secretary of the 
Interior. (Sections 441 and 453, R. S.) 

The proposition that acts of subordinate officers of the land department are final 
of themselves, and that the Commissioner or Secretary has no power to inquire into 
or to advise their action or to modify or reverse their decisions, has often been set up 
hi arguments of counsel, Ifut has never been sustained by the courts. Federal and 
■tate decisions have settled the law otherwise. 

In Barnard's heirs vs. Ashley's heirs (18 How., 43) it was held that the act of July 
4,1836(5 Stat., 107), provided for a direct supervision by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office over registers and receivers, and, therefore, that their judgment 
to not conclusive in a case where proceedings were had before them after that date. 
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In Maguire vs. Tyler et al. (1 Black, 195) the plenary powers conferred by the act 
of July 4, 1836, upon the Commissioner of the General Land Office to "supervise all 
surveys of public lands/ 7 including the jurisdiction and power "to adjudge the 
question of accuracy preliminary to the issuing of a patent," were fully recognized and 
affirmed, as also were the powers of supervision and appeal of the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

In Snyder vs. Sickles (98 U. 8., 203), in matters of survey wherein the acts of the 
surveyor-general were sought to be regarded as final, the supervisory powers of the 
Secretary of the Interior over such acts, and his authority to disapprove a survey, were 
fully considered and affirmed. 

In cases arising before the act of July 4, 1836, where no appeal from decisions of 
registers and receivers was provided for, the acts and decisions of such officers are 
regarded as final only " when they acted within their powers as sanctioned by the 
Commissioner, aud within the law, and when their decisions were not impeached on 
the ground of fraud or unfairness." (Lytle vs. Arkansas, 9 How., 333.) 

Though a public grant raises a presumption that every prerequisite has been com- 
plied with, the jury could not safely be instructed that no fraud in a public officer 
could invalidate it. (Patterson vs. Jenks, 2 Pet., 216). 

Fraudulent and unlawful acts of officers under foreign jurisdictions are deemed 
invalid when brought in question in courts of the United States. (United States vt- 
Arredondo, 6 Pet., 691 ; Villabos vs. United States, 10 How., 541.) 

It is a general rule that whatever is done in fraud of law is done in violation of it. 
(The William King, 2 Wheat., 148.) 

Fraud will vitiate any, even the most solemn, transactions, and asserted title founded 
upon it is utterly void. (United States vs. The Armitad, 15 Pet., 518.) 

The propositions that the correctness of a deputy surveyor's return of the swampy 
character of lands in a township plat of survey cannot be inquired into by the execu- 
tive officers of the Government, who are charged with the supervision of surveys and 
the adjudication of the swamp-land grant, and that the approval of a survey by the 
surveyor-general estops inquiry even in case of fraud, appear untenable when judged 
by established rules of law or viewed in the light of the responsibilities and obliga- 
tions of the executive department. 

I find nothing in the act of July 23, 1866, which implies finality of determination of 
the character of lands by the mere return by a surveyor-general of a plat of segrega- 
tion survey. 

Congress could undoubtedly have confirmed irregular and even illegal surveys pre* 
viously made, although such confirmation might amount to an additional grant ; bat it 
would require -very clear language to justify a conclusion that Congress intended to 
confirm in advance future irregularities or illegalities, or to make a future executive 
confirmation of such irregularities or illegalities obligatory, or to invite false and 
fraudulent surveys by making acts of the surveying officers a finality binding upon 
the executive, and compelling the President of the United States^ to issue patents 
upon surveys, whether false and fraudulent or not. 

Segregation surveys made subsequent to the passage of the act of 1866 are by the 
act to be reported to the Commissioner of the General Land Office by the surveyor- 
general, " representing and describing what land was swamp and overflowed nnder 
the grant, according to the best evidence he can obtain." This provision does not import 
that such return is conclusive against further or better evidence, nor that the Com- 
missioner has not authority to inquire into the correctness of the return or the suffi- 
ciency of the evidence. The Commissioner's general authority to perform, under the 
direction of the Secretary, " all executive duties appertaining to the surveying and sale 
of the public lands of the United States, or in any wise respecting such public lands, 
and also such as relate to private claims of land and the issuing of patents for all 
grants of land under the authority of the Government," is a part of the law. Is the re- 
port of the surveyor-general made to him only that he shall carry into effect, without 
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question, without scrutiny, without supervision, the determination of a subordinate 
officer, or is it made to him in order that, in the exercise of powers and duties con- 
sequent npon his supervisory authority, he shall himself judge of the sufficiency and 
reliability of such reports T The statute itself answers this question : 

" Ssc. 5. It shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
instruct the officers of the local laud offices and the surveyor-general, immediately 
after the passage of this act, to forward lists of all selections made by the state re- 
ferred to in section one of this act, and lists and maps of all swamp and overflowed 
lands claimed by said state or surveyed as provided in this act, for final disposition 
mid determination, which final disposition shall be made by the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office withodt delay/ 1 

The report of the surveyor-general is therefore made, as expressly provided in the 
statute, for "final disposition and determination" by "the Commissioner." The 
words " disposition and determination " import adjudication in its fullest sense. To 
the Commissioner only (under the general supervisory direction of the Secretary) 
does the law give jurisdiction to "determine " what lands are swamp lands under the 
grant. No power, jurisdiction, or authority is given to the surveyor-general to " de- 
termine " anything. He simply " reports." He is bound to report " according to the 
beat evidence he can obtain." That is the extent of his function. The Commissioner 
"determines" whether the report is sufficient. Such report is therefore not conclu- 
sire npon the Commissioner. The plats of survey, if evidence at all, are merely prima 
fetds evidence. The supreme court of California so said. 

" The township plats were not offered in evidence to prove that the lands were in 
feet swamp and overflowed land, nor for any particular purpose expressed at the 
time of their introduction. The general objection on the ground that they were irrele- 
vant and incompetent was not well taken. If they were admissible for any purpose, 
they were clearly admissible to prove that the lands had been surveyed by the United 
States, and as tending to prove that the title had vested in the state under the pro* 
virions of the act of Congress of July 23, 1866." (Thompson vs. Thornton, 50 Cal., 
145.) 

The plats of survey simply "tend to prove" the swampy character of land — they 
do not prove it. 

The grant of swamp and overflowed lands to the State of California was of lands 
that were at date of grant "swamp and overflowed, and rendered thereby unfit for 
cultivation." Lands not of that character were not granted. A false return by a 
deputy surveyor, although approved by the surveyor general, does not constitute a 
grant. 

14 Assuming that the register and receiver have a jurisdiction to decide on the 
facts of a pre-emption claim, if they undertake to grant land which Congress have 
declared shall not be granted their act is void." (Wilcox vs. Jackson, 13 Pet., 266.) 

It is apparent that under the act of July 23, 1866, the surveyor-general has not a 
"lawful jurisdiction " to " decide" the facts of the swampy character of land shown 
by a plat of segregation survey. He merely "reports" the evidence he has. Such 
report does not of itself give title, nor determine the right of the state to receive 
title. 

"Whether the state has even a prospective or inchoate title to swamp lands 
depends entirely upon the single question, Are they swamp lands within the act of 
Congress T" If they are not, neither the state nor its officers have any right, power, 
or authority to sell or convey them. (Kile & Thompson vs. Tubbs, 23 Cal., 441.) 

"Whether a given subdivision of land is within the act is a question of facts to be 
determined, not upon official certificates, but upon evidence competent to prove the 
fret in an issue between private persons." (Eeeran vs. Griffith, 31 Cal., 465). 

Even the approval and certification by the Commissioner and Secretary of lands 
set granted is declared by law (Sec. 2449 R. S.) and held by the supreme court of 
California not to pass the title to such lands. 
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''The certifying of lands to this state, to which said act (July 23, 1866) did not 
apply, did not transfer the title under said act." (Sutton vs. Fassett, 51 Cal., 12.) 

How, then, can a patent he issued for lands not granted, and which are known or 
which might be known not to have been granted f 

The executive officers of the Government can pass the title of the United States only 
by authority of law. 

A patent is void at law if the officer who issued the patent did so without author- 
ity of law. (Polk vs. Wendall, 9 Ch., 99.) 

In such case the patent is not merely voidable, but absolutely void. (Sherman vs. 
Buick, 93 IT. S., 216.) 

To issue patents for land. upon the return of a survey impeached for error or fraud 
would appear to be an indefensible proceeding. 

In the present case the correctness of the survey has been impeached. Under his 
general powers of scrutiny and examination of the acts of subordinate officers of the 
land department and the duties imposed upon him to determine the validity of a 
swamp-land claim, involving the correctness of the surveyor's return, and under the 
special authority of acts of Congress making appropriations for the examination of 
surveys in the field, my predecessor directed a special examination of the particular 
survey now in question. The result of this examination was regarded by him as 
conclusively showing that the survey was erroneous. I find no cause for reversing 
that judgment. If the state claims that the land involved is in fact swampy in 
character, and desires to present evidenoe upon that point, a hearing may be applied 
for, but with the evidence now before me I decline to accede the facts of the swampy 
character of land shown by a plat of segregation survey. 
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The work performed iii this division during the last fiscal year was 
as follows : 

(1) Revising and correcting the annual map of the United States and 
territories (edition of 1884), which was published late the same year; 
compiling and publishing new map of Dakota; nearly completed new 
maps of California aud Colorado ; completed new manuscript map of 
Nevada and nearly completed that of New Mexico ; finished new map 
of Oregon and revised maps of Mississippi, Illinois, Iowa, and Indian 
Territory. 

(2) Protraction and calculation of new townships and of islands ; 85 
diagrams of such work were made. 

(3) Examination and report on 108 maps of right-of-way railroads 
with reference to their location over lines of public surveys. These 
locations were also entered definitely on reference diagrams aud land 
districts were indicated thereon. 

(4) Railroad maps constructed, with lateral limits indicated thereon 
of land granted to different railroad companies, and copies of same pre- 
pared for local land offices, 43. 

(5) Copies of railroad maps for applicants aud local land offices, 9L. 

(6) Copies of private land claims, 116. 

(7) Exemplification of township plats, plats of town-sites, and other 
map records for the Department and for applicants, 367. 

(8) Indicating boundaries of land districts on a large number of land 
office maps. 

(9) Examination of tnaciugs of worn township plats previous to being 
photolitbographed, 4,893. 

(10) United States and state officers were furnished with 5,385 photo 
lithographic plats ; of this number 1,407 were recompared and colored 
to agree with the original plats. 

(U) Extending public land surveys and lines of railroads and pro- 
tracting Government reservations on 16 reference diagrams. Fifteen 
new index diagrams for field-notes were made. 

(12) Indexing plats and field-notes for binding, 320 volumes. 

There were arranged and shelved, by states, townships, and ranges, 
fy*50 sets of photolithographs — 24 plats per set. 

221 
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The division of accouuts has the adjustment and auditing of all ac- 
counts pertaining to public lands, the examination and docketing of all 
returns from the local land offices, and the preparation of tabular state- 
ments showing the disposal of the public lands, the latter involving a 
vast amount of labor, which cannot be closely estimated. 

The following is a summary of the work performed in this division 
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1885 : 

Letters received 26,759 

Letters written 21,647 

Duplicate certificates of deposit received and recorded 5, 841 

Triplicate certificates of deposit received, examined, and certified as 

to location, genuineness, and value (estimated) 2, 500 

4,818 accounts adjusted and audited, covering $10, 069, 184 44 

As follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

381 quarterly accounts of receivers of public moneys $7, 807, 172 66 

21 accounts of moneys collected on account of depredations on the 

public timber 6,251 49 

402 Total receipts 7,813,424 15 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

840 quarterly accounts of receivers acting as disbursing agents .... $444,816 51 
150 quarterly accounts of surveyors-general aoting as disbursing 

agents, payable from appropriations 143,309 32 

48 quarterly accounts of surveyors-general acting as disbursing 

agents, payable from deposits by individuals 84, 340 64 

15 State fund accounts 216,171 42 

1, 474 repayment accounts for lands erroneously sold 78, 728 28 

24 State swamp-land indemnity accounts 76, 670 60 

14 changes of entry 

. 188 accounts of depur.y surveyors, payable from appropriations.... 358.604 65 
444 accounts of deputy surveyors, payable from deposits by individ- 
uals, for the survey of public lands 625,567 21 

26 returns of deposit accounts 3,334 00 

1, 193 miscellaneous accounts, including inspectors, special agents, 

contingent, transportation, express, and other accounts 244,217 76 

4,416 Total disbursements 2,275,760 29 

The record of letters written, certificates of deposit, and adjustments 
of accouuts, together with other miscellaneous matter, covered 27,100 
pages of letter post. 
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The work of the division is up to date, with the exception of the ac- 
counts of receivers of public moneys, the State fund and certain Indian 
accounts, and accounts of deputy surveyors. 

The adjustment of the first-named accounts has been retarded be- 
caose of insufficiency of clerical force and other causes which do not 
now exist. 

By an arrangement with the present First Comptroller and Register, 
these accumulated accounts, numbering about 2,500, will be adjusted 
in periods of a year, instead of in quarters, and as the work will thus 
be greatly accelerated it is expected that all receivers' accounts pend- 
ing will be brought up prior to the next annual report; 

The State fund and Indian accounts, which are based upon those of 
receivers, will be correspondingly advanced. 

The deputy surveyors' accounts referred to have beeu held in order 
that the accuracy of the work in the field may be tested and the pay- 
ment for fraudulent and imperfect surveys prevented. To this end ex- 
aminations are being made as rapidly as practicable. These accounts 
in no way refer to the disbursing accounts of surveyors-general, all of 
which are adjusted to date. 

The present mode of compensating registers aud receivers of local 
land offices has led to great abuse and irregularity in the adminis- 
tration of the public land laws, and it is recommended it be discontinued, 
and in lieu thereof that salaries be paid them varying in amount from 
$1,500 to the present maximum of $3,000, and proportioned to the num- 
ber of entries made during the preceding fiscal year at their respective 



The salaries should be graded into four classes, as follows: 

First-class offices whose earnings exceed $6,000, for which a salary 
of $3,000 each should be paid to the register and receiver. 

Second class, those whose earnings exceed $5,000 and have not 
equaled $6,000, for which a salary of $2,500 should be paid. 

Third class, those whose earnings exceed $4,000 and fall short of 
$5,000, for which the salary should be $2,000. 

Fourth class, those whose earnings are less than $4,000, for which 
the salary should be $1,500. 

Should those officers be paid graduated salaries, as above recom- 
mended, their compensation would in but few cases exceed the amount, 
received by them under the present system, and in a large number of 
instances the United States would realize considerable sums for reduc- 
ing testimony to writing. The present system does not require officers 
to account for these fees, the amount received from which was, in the 
fiscal year 1882 (the last full year in which they were accounted for), 
$56,897.06. 

The proposed change would secure equality of compensation for equal 
labor and responsibility and prevent unjust discriminations against offi- 
cers at offices where the receipts are largely from cash sales. 
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Under the present system the number of entries in two offices and 
the receipts therefrom may be equal, and yet the compensation of the 
officers may greatly differ. This is illustrated by the offices at Mena- 
sha, Wis., and at Oregon City, Oreg. In the former the receipts for 
the fiscal year 1885 were: from cash sales, $22,973.89; fees aud commis- 
sions, $1,117.51 ; total, $24,091.40 ; and the register and receiver at this 
office received ouly $2,135.94. In the latter office the receipts for the 
same period were: from cash sales, $7,802.27; fees and commissions, 
$10,427.58; total, $18,230.86 ; and the register and receiver received 
$5,863.56. 

The uncertainty as to compensation also operates unfavorably in 
securing the services of the most desirable persons for these positions. 
But the conclusive argument in favor of the proposed change is that 
it would remove one of the greatest temptations to official dishonesty, 
and prevent a large amouut of fraud and irregularity in conducting 
business in local land offices. 

As registers and receivers, where the offices are not maximum, now 
receive all the fees collected by them, except homestead and timber-cul- 
ture fees (and for these two classes of lands they receive commissions), 
they are naturally less careful in complying with the law in regard to 
entries than they would be if their personal interests were not so directly 
involved. Hence many erroneous entries are allowed which are after- 
ward canceled and the entry fees and commissions are returned to the 
entrymen, resulting in a loss to the Government, not only of the time of 
the employes in adjusting said accounts, but of the amount received 
as fees and commissions paid registers and receivers, which are not 
returned to the Government. The substitution of certain salaries in lieu 
of compensation dependent upon the number of entries, would also 
result in fewer contests, which are a prolific source of annoyance and 
expense, as in each contest the register and receiver is either paid a fee 
specified by law, as in mineral contests, or a fee for reducing testimony 
to writing, dependent upon the amount of testimony taken. 

Thus contests, false entries, and delays iu the settlement of titles tend 
to increase the compensation of the registers and receivers and create 
antagonism between their private interests and the public good. 

The tables appended hereto show the earnings of each office aud the 
compensation of the register aud receiver during the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1885. 

If the change is made as proposed, all statutory provisions allowing 
fees and commissions to registers and receivers should be repealed, and 
the same should be collected solely for the use and deposited to the 
credit of the United States. 

This division prepares all estimates of appropriations required for the 
laud service. 

Owing to the increase of work in this branch of the office the sta- 
tistics referred to in prior reports have not been advauced to the extent 
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that is desired. . It is the intention to proceed with them as rapidly as 
may be done with the clerical force that can be spared from current 
work. The information now available comprises only the area of the 
public domain disposed of, without deducting the large amount of laud 
which has from time to time reverted to the United States by the can- 
cellation of erroneous entries and the forfeiture of unearned land grants. 
The magnitude and importance of this labor can be appreciated when 
it is nuderstood that, in order to arrive at the actual area not disposed 
of, the records of the office must be examined and compiled from the 
date when the disposal of the public land began and the number and 
area of canceled entries deducted therefrom. 

There is now in course of preparation complete ledger accounts of the 
receipts and disbursements of each receiver from the beginning of the 
land system. This will require considerable time, as the data must 
be obtained from an examination of the records of all the quarterly 
returns now in the office. These ledgers, when complete, will enable the 
office at a few moments' notice to state the condition of all receivers' 
accounts and their failures, if any, to deposit balances, aud to adjust 
whatever amounts may be due from the Government. 

The following tables are submitted, including a recapitulation of the 
land business done in the several states and territories during the past 
fiscal year: 

Statement showing the earning* of the one hundred and eight local land offices, the compensa- 
tion paid registers and receivers thereof, and the net revenue to the United States during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1685. 



Name of office. 


Commissions 
on cash sales. 


Fees and 
commissions. 


Total earn- 
ings. 


Compensa- 
tion of regis- 
ters and re- 
ceivers. 


Net revenue 
to the Gov- 
ernment. 


Alabama: 

Huntsville - 


t 

•71 42 
845 89 


$\698 63 
14, 979 14 


$5,770 05 
15,825 03 


$4,240 08 
6,000 00 


$1, 530 02 
9,825 03 


Montgomery 




917 31 


20,677 77 


21, 595 08 


10,240 03 


11,355 05 


Arkansas: 


75 13 

73 08 

372 71 

197 08 


4,320 12 
4,544 35 
10,885 64 
6,252 87 


4,395 25 
4,617 43 
11,258 35 
6,449 95 


2,900 25 
3,242 40 
5,604 30 
3,915 96 


1,495 0$ 


TkwdaneUft T - 


1,375 03 




6,654 05 
2,533 99 


little Sock 








718 00 


26,002 98 


26,720 98 


15,662 91 


11,058 07 


Araooa: 

Preacott 


.238 08 
657 65 


5,078 50 
7,511 00 


5,316 58 
8,168 65 


4,685 51 
5,117 48 


631 07 




3,051 17 








895 73 


12, 589 50 

968 50 

7,223 00 

20,592 00 

5, 502 67 

10. 460 86 

19, 905 54 

8,509 54 

7,714 55 

4,693 K7 

9,945 35 


13,485 23 

1,387 60 

10, 199 02 

21,621 65 

6, 475 75 

11, 780 11 

28,409 87 

9,618 90 

8,985 39 

5,288 11 

10, 597 72 


9,802 99 

1,964 73 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
5. 835 74 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
4,471 10 
5, 770 20 


3,682 24 


California: 

Bodio 


419 10 
2,976 02 
1,029 65 

973 08 
1.319 25 
8,504 83 
1,009 86 
1,270 84 

692 24 

652 37 




Humboldt 


4,199 02 




15,621 65 
640 01 


IfarvaviHe .-t 




5,780 11 
17, 409 87 




Shaeta 


8,518 90 


Stockton 


2,985 3t 


tyqianvilta r.r--- 


815 01 


Tfealia 


4,827 52 








13, 746 24 


95, 615 88 


109, 262 12 


54,041 77 


55, 797 48 



6296 V 
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Statement shouting the earnings of the one hundred and eight local land office*, <fc— Cont'd. 



Name of office. 



Commissions 
on cash sales. 



Colorado: 

Central City 

Del Norte 

Denver City 

Durengo 

Glenwood Springs 

Gunnison 

Lake City 

Leadville 

Pueblo 



Dakota: 

Aberdeen 

Bismarck 

Devil's Lake.. 
Deadwood .... 

Fargo 

Grand Forks.. 
Huron ........ 

Mitchell , 

Watertown ... 
Yankton 



Florida: 

Gainesville. 



Idaho: 

Boise City 

Ccrar d' Alone - 

Hailey 

Lewis ton 

Oxford 



Fees and 
commissions. 



$812 57 
908 58 

1,978 84 
882 80 
703 85 
900 58 
181 20 
805 40 

1,094 86 



7,288 17 



5,884 84 
1,102 22 
2,681 66 
927 24 
4,866 51 
5,218 01 
18,401 98 
5,089 24 
4,574 46 
2,818 07 



46,004 28 



8,507 49 



8,507 49 



Iowa: 

Dea Moines . 



Concordia.... 
Garden City.. 
Independence 

Kirwin 

Lamed 

Oberlin 

Sailna 

Topeka 

Wa-Keeney .. 
Wichita 



Louisiana: 

Natchitoches. 
New Orleans . 



889 78 



406 12 
545 61 
499 69 



1,791 15 



58 09 



58 09 



819 18 

1,098 70 

2,485 45 

1,688 61 

6,352 92 

2,874 88 

451 84 

747 86 

671 99 

6,049 07 



$4,148 81 
5,888 50 

27,886 70 
2,998 50 

28,341 00 
4,047 00 
1,840 50 
4,958 00 

12,832 56 



91,891 07 



Total eai 
inga. 



Compensa- 
tion of regis- 
ters and re- 
ceive! •. 



$4,460 88 
5,657 08 

29, 815 54 
8,890 89 

29,044 85 
4,947 53 
1, 521 70 
5,763 40 

14,527 42 



99,129 24 



40,294 00 
82,116 32 
20,986 62 
11, 758 62 
85,512 94 
25,859 67 
43, 785 24 
24,612 03 
80, 708 76 
18,422 26 



278,556 46 



18,416 17 



18,416 17 



4,618 06 



4,209 50 
4,584 46 
8.621 50 



22,028 52 



1,164 69 



1,164 1 



22,189 40 

40 83 
1,316 18 



1,856 51 



Michigan: 
Detroit. 
East 

Maraud 
Heed City 

Minnesota: 
fienson — 
Crookston. 
Duluth.... 



56 40 
80 66 
636 96 
92 97 



816 99 



305 81 
1,892 12 
2,556 33 



4,746 08 
86,803 55 

1,204 58 
35,727 47 
80,284 31 
83,435 08 
11,532 71 
576 88 
38,817 81 

6,977 42 



300, 105 74 



1,948 55 
9,406 30 



11,354 85 



544 39 
1,108 90 
4, 018 85 
1,429 28 



46,178 84 
38,218 54 
23,668 28 
12, 686 86 
40,379 45 
80,572 68 
57, 187 22 
29,651 27 
85,288 22 
15,785 88 



824,560 69 



21,928 66 



21,923 66 



4,952 79 



4,615 62 
5,180 07 
9, 121 19 



28,819 67 



1,217 78 



1,217 78 



5,065 16 
87,902 25 

8,689 98 
87,416 08 
86,637 28 
85,809 41 
11,984 56 

1,824 19 
39,489 80 
18,926 49 



$4,774 64 
4,762 02 
6,000 00 
8,807 14 
8,491 10 
5,749 00 
2,468 58 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 



48,042 48 



6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 



60,000 00 



6,000 00 




3.760 00 
4,245 14 
5,891 18 



16,980 11 



1,545 78 



1,545 78 



322,295 14 



1,988 88 
10,722 48 



12,711 36 



600 79 
1, 134 56 
4,650 81 
1,522 20 



7,091 37 



7,908 36 



5, 176 60 ; 
18, 101 86 , 
5,226 65 



5,481 91 
19,493 98 
7,782 98 



4,34114 
6,000 00 
4,781 96 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
2,289 50 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 



Net revenue 
to the Gov- 
ernment. 



$906 01 
28,815 54 



25,553 75 



8,527 42 



68,801 72 



40,178 84 
27,218 54 
17,668 28 

6,685 86 
34,379 45 
24,572 68 
51, 187 22 
28,65127 
29, 288 28 

9,785 88 



264,580 68 



15,928 86 



15,923 86 



1,858 08 



884 88 

3,280 81 



6,839 6$ 



784 02 
81,902 26 



81,416 08 

30,637 88 

79,808 41 

5,884 56 



88,488 80 
7,026 48 



53,412 60 1 270,1 



1, 752 12 
5,434 08 I 



238 76 
5,288 40 



7,186 20 



1,410 76 
1,586 53 
3,420 84 
1,817 12 



8,235 25 



4,741 84 
6,000 00 
5,186 84 



5,525 16 



1,229 97 



1,229 97 



740 87 
18,498 96 
2,596 14 
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Statement showing the earnings of the one hundred and eight local land office*, fo. — Cont'd. 



Kame of office. 



Commissions 
on cash sales. 



Foes and 
commissions. 



Total earn- 
ings. 



Compensa- 
tion of reg- 
isters and 
receivers. 



Net i 
to the Got- 
eminent. 



$246 16 
61 49 

318 84 
42 72 
81 24 

123 07 



6,127 88 



860 61 



859 61 



94 71 
261 60 
467 08 



813 30 



613 28 

2,653 28 

338 67 



3,405 18 



473 78 
1,470 68 
2,832 40 

100 28 
2,339 82 
1, 181 46 
2,654 67 
1,328 49 
1,415 45 



13,687 02 



86 67 
31 24 



66 91 



1,320 14 
289 81 



196 



1,587 17 
610 77 
208 56 
607 22 
961 76 



8,925 47 



$8,257 88 
4,860 81 
7,002 21 
2,243 15 
3,730 73 
8,639 89 



$8,504 04 
4,421 80 
7,821 05 
2,285 87 
8,811 97 
3,763 06 



$6,000 00 
3,91178 
5, 161 18 
1, 517 49 
3, 412 38 
3,808 05 



57,738 78 



62, 866 66 



39,239 56 



10,544 50 



10, 904 01 



4,973 46 



10,644 50 



10, 904 01 



4,978 46 



3,674 04 
7,079 50 
15,335 00 



3, 768 75 
7,331 10 
15,802 08 



2,428 74 
3,926 72 
6,000 00 



26,088 54 



26,901 93 



12,855 46 



5,962 28 
18,386 00 
3,746 24 



6,475 46 
20,939 28 
4,084 91 



6,895 27 
6,000 00 
4,314 82 



28,094 47 



31,499 65 



16, 210 09 



456 74 
15,420 63 
26,887 41 
1,256 41 
69, 117 86 
16,489 66 
28,399 76 
102,595 85 
71,598 57 



980 52 
16,900 31 
29,669 81 
1,856 69 
71,447 68 
17,67111 
25,964 43 
108,924 84 
73,014 02 



1,796 52 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
1,970 66 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 



827, 180 80 



340, 867 01 



45,766 18 



1,768 00 
1,104 00 



1,803 67 I 
1, 185 24 



2,748 64 
2,0*0 84 



2,872 00 



9,208 50 
5,660 60 



2,938 91 



10, 523 64 
5,959 31 ! 



4,823 98 



6,000 00 
5,064 30 



14,873 00 



12,406 73 
7,559 18 
7,803 27 
6,814 93 

13,978 00 



16,482 95 



13,943 90 
8,169 90 
8,011 82 
7,422 15 

14,934 76 



48,667 06 



52,482 63 



865 28 



12,618 00 1 13,484 23 



865 28 



12.610 00 1 13,484 23 



3,022 51 
741 30 
118 88 

1,158 80 
264 87 



22,787 59 
18, 575 01 
4. 117 68 
0,654 76 
4,982 50 



25,760 10 
10, 316 40 

4,286 66 
10, 813 06 

5,197 87 



5,305 95 



60, 017 54 I 



65,828 49 



11,054 30 



6,000 00 
6,525 54 
5,863 66 
5,847 62 
6,000 00 



29,286 72 



6,000 00 



6,000 00 



6,000 90 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
4, 418 17 



28,418 17 



$2,504 04 
510 02 
2,159 87 
768 38 
399 59 
455 01 



23,627 10 



5,930 55 



5,930 55 



1,840 01 
3,404 38 
9,802 08 



14,546 47 



580 19 
14,939 28 



•15,519 47 



10,900 81 
23,089 81 

*66,"447"fi 
11,671 11 
19,964 43 
97,924 84 
68,014 02 



297,681 70 



4,528 64 
906 01 



5,428 66 



7,943 90 
2,644 86 
2,148 26 
1,574 63 
8,934 76 



23,245 81 



7,484 23 



7,484 28 



19,760 10 
13, 316 40 



4,813 06 
779 20 



88,668 76 
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228 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
Statement shouting the earnings of the one hundred and eight local land offices, $c — Cont'd 



Name of offioe. 


Commissions 
on cash sales. 

$211 12 

233 05 

23 67 

62 64 

450 47 

614 20 


Fees and 
commissions 


Total earn* 
ings. 


Compensa- 
tion of regis- 
ters and re- 
ceivers. 

$3, 657 42 
3,044 00 
2, 057 18 
2,080 01 
2, 135 04 
3, 420 71 


Net revenue 
to the Gov- 
ernment. 


Wisconsin : 

Bayfield 


$3,658 73 
8,283 04 
2,332 37 
1,857 41 
1, 117 51 
4,136 47 


$8,860 85 
3, 517 80 
2,356 04 
1, 020 05 
1, 576 08 
4, 750 76 


$212 43 
472 90 


Bau Claire 


Falls of St. Croix 


298 80 


■ ■*"* La Crosse.... .- 








"Wausau 


1,330 05 






1,605 14 


16, 386 43 


17,001 67 


16, 307 00 


2,814 83 


Wyoming: 

Cheyenne.......... ». 


5, 461 72 
1, 342 78 


13,470 50 
1,783 07 


18, 032 22 
3, 126 75 


6,000 00 
4,006 74 


12,982 23 


Evanston 








6,804 50 


15, 254 47 


22,058 07 


10, 006 74 


12,932 22 



MEMORANDUM. 

List of the names of twenty-one United States land offices the compensation of whose regis- 
ters and receivers was in excess of their earnings in fiscal year 1885. 



Office. 



Commissions 
on cash sales. 



Bodie 

Central City.. 

Dnrango 

Gunnison 

Lake City.... 

Leadville 

Des Moines... 
Independence 

Topeka 

Detroit 

Bast Saginaw 
BeedCity.... 
Miles City.... 

Beatrice 

Lincoln 

Carson City . - 

Eureka 

Vanoouver ... 
La Crosse — 

lienasba 

Evanston 

Total... 



$410 10 
312 57 
302 30 
000 53 
181 20 
805 40 

53 00 

2,435 45 

747 36 

56 40 

30 66 
02 07 

888 67 

478 78 

100 28 

85 67 

31 24 
118 88 

62 64 

450 47 

1, 842 78 



9,890 53 



Fees and 
commissions. 



$968 50 
4, 148 31 
2,008 50 
4,047 00 
1.340 50 
4,058 00 
1,164 60 
1,204 53 
576 88 
544 30 

1. 103 90 
1,429 23 
8,746 24 

456 74 
1,255 41 
1,768 00 

1.104 00 
4, 117 68 
1,857 41 
1, 117 51 
1,783 97 



41,691 84 



Total earn- 
ings. 



Compensation 
of officers. 



$1,887 60 
4,460 88 
8,300 60 
4,047 53 i 

1. 521 70 
5,763 40 
1, 217 78 
8,639 98 
1,824 19 

600 79 

1.134 56 

1.522 20 
4, 084 91 

980 52 
1,855 69 
1,803 67 

1.135 24 
4,286 56 
1,920 05 
1, 676 98 
3,126 75 



51, 081 87 



$1,964 73 
4.Y74 64 
8,807 14 
5, 749 00 
2,468 58 
6,000 00 
1, 545 78 
4,781 96 
2,289 50 
1,410 76 
1,586 58 
1,817 12 
4,314 82 
1,795 52 
1:970 66 
2,743 64 
2,080 84 
6,000 00 
2,080 94 
2, 135 94 
4,006 74 



65,824 84 



Expense to the 
Government. 



$577 18 
813 76 
416 25 
801 47 
940 88 
230 00 
328 00 

1,141 98 
985 31 
809 97 
451 97 
294 92 
229 91 
885 00 
614 97 
939 97 
945 10 

1,763 44 
100 89 
658 98 
879 99 



14,242 47 
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Statement showing the earnings of the one hundred and eight local land offices, fc— Cont'd. 
BECAPITULATION BF STATES AND TERRITORIES. 



State* and Territories. 



Commissions | Fee8 and ; 
cash sales, commissions.! 



Alabama 

Arkansas 

Arizona 

California.... 

Colorado 

Dakota 

Florida 

Idaho 

Iowa 

y^nrm 

Louisiana 

Michigan.... 

Minnesota 

Mississippi... 
Mkaouri..... 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

Xev Mexico . 



Uti 

Washington. 
Wisconsin ... 
Wyoming... 



$917 81 

718 00 

895 73 

13, 746 24 

7, 238 17 

46,004 23 

3,507 49 

1,791 15 

53 09 

22,189 40 

1, 356 51 

816 99 

5, 127 88 I 

359 51 

813 39 

3, 405 18 

13, 687 02 

66 91 

1,609 95 

3,925 47 

865 23 

5,305 95 

1, 605 14 

6,804 50 



$20, 677 77 
26, 002 98 
12,589 50 
95,515 88 
91,891 07 

278, 556 46 

18,416 17 

22, 028 52 

1,164 69 

300, 105 74 
11, 354 85 
7,091 37 
67, 738 78 
10, 544 50 
26, 088 54 
28, 094 47 

327, 180 89 
2,872 00 
14,873 00 
48, 557 06 
12, 619 00 
60, 017 54 
16,386 43 
15, 254 47 



Total 
earnings. 



$21, 595 08 
26, 720 98 
13, 485 23 

100, 262 12 
99, 129 24 

324,560 69 

21, 923 66 

23,819 67 

1, 217 78 

322, 295 14 
12, 711 36 
7, 908 36 
62,866 66 
10, 904 01 
26,901 93 
31,499 65 

340,867 91 
2,938 91 
16, 482 95 
52,482 53 
13,484 23 
65, 323 49 
17,991 57 
22,058 97 



Total I 142,810 44 1,505,62168 1,648,432 12 

Expense to United States in 21 offices (see Memorandum) 

Net revenue to the United States , 



Compensa- 
tion of 
registers and 
receivers. 



$10, 240 03 
15, 662 91 
9,802 99 

54.041 77 

43.042 48 
60,000 00 

6,000 00 
16, 980 11 

1, 545 78 
53, 412 60 

7, 186 20 

8,235 25 
39, 239 56 

4, 973 46 
12,355 46 
16, 210 09 
45,766 18 

4,823 98 
11, 054 30 
29,236 72 

6,000 00 
28,418 17 
16,397 09 
10, 006 74 



Net revenue 

to the 
United States. 



510, 631 87 



$11, 355 05 
11, 058 07 
3,682 24 
55, 797 48 
58,801 72 
264, 560 69 
15, 923 66 
6,839 56 



270, 989 83 

5, 525 16 

1,229 97 

23,627 10 

5, 930 55 

14, 546 47. 

15, 519 47 

297, 581 70 



5, 428 65 
23,245 81 

7,484 23 
38,668 76 

2, 314 38 
12,932 22 



1,153,042 72 
14, 242 47 



1,138,800 25 
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230 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of deposits by individuals for surveying ike agricultural 



Districts. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


1866. ; 1867. 

I 


1868. 


I860. 


1870. 


1871. 


Arizona 










1 








$150 00 
14. 000 61 
6.204 00 

"*140"00* 


California 

Colorado 


82,920 


$M30 


$ii, 615 40 $6, 609 75 $1 1,255 10 $12, 245, $i5,~ 705 40 
465 00 375 00 800 00 1.603 


$5, 185 $5, 663 50 


Dakota 












Florida 










! 






250 00 


Idaho 
















Louisiana - 














250 
500 
270 


180 00 


170 00 
70 00 
45 00 


MinnfMotA 












50 00 


Mont*n* 
















Hebraska 






• 












Hevada 










196 00 








20 00 




Haw Mexico . . 


















Oregon 










197 00 












Utah 


















1,100 00 
2,218 00 


Washington .. . 
















450 00 
164 00 


Wyoming 
























| 








Total.... 


2,920 


1,130 


11,080 40 


6,084 75 


12, 588 10 13, 848. 15, 845 40 


6,295 


6,727 5024,101 61 


Districts. 


1878. 


1880. 


1881. 


1882. 






$200 00 

286,904 93 

223,103 35 

57,078 00 

80 00 

4,090 00 

5,725 00 

6,835 00 

250 00 

30 00 

71, 171 57 

128,830 55 

60,886 02 

8,403 00 

8,187 00 

66,527 00 


$5,001 66 

161, 195 94 

428,401 84 

57, 768 00 

48 00 

14,047 00 

2,503 11 

21,082 86 

135 00 

41,971 00 

222,016 53 

248,290 58 

181,460 67 

8,666 00 

47,685 00 

811,884 85 


$168,760 00 

826.981 67 

147, 089 14 

72,978 00 

40 00 

18,066 00 

5,692 00 

12.789 07 

22,435 00 

40,920 00 

193.884 12 

481,018 14 

120,715 78 

18,788 00 

8,680 00 

468,280 52 


California 


$51,676 81 
8, 110 00 




Dakota 


Florida] 


Idaho 




Louisiana 




Minnesota. ................ ... r ,..,. 




Montana -.--, *-.. r , ■, - - T -r r - 




Nebraska 


Nevada 




Hew Mexico ^- -**.*. ....*.*. ........ 


8,340 40 
4,362 84 




Utah 


Washington 


Wyoming 


400 00 




Total 


136,333 81 


941,711 12 


1, 710 1517 SI 


2,0*4 sen no 
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1872. 


1873. 


1874. 


1875. 


1876. 


1877. 


ma 


1870. 


Total to 

March 3, 

1879. 








$20. 543 92 
5, 176 75 


. . . .i- . 


$750 00 

8,659 08 

5,108 68 

300 00 

160 00 


$300 00 
362 00 
198 68 


$1,200 00 

200,446 48 

91. 968 15 

2,060 00 


821,912 46 

29,883 00 

386 00 


$20,696 80 

24,953 88 

1,000 00 


$15, 853 74 

18,525 68 

54 00 


$9,754 43 
4,064 00 


$16,435 20 

3,360 85 

240 00 

60 00 






335 00 




945 00 
















100 00 




100 00 
65 00 
180 00 


440 00 
66 00 








70 00 


1,310 00 


40 00 


140 00 
120 00 


28 00 
125 00 






1,048 00 


1,150 00 


40 00 


150 00 


:::::.::/.::: 


2,080 00 




101 19 




• 101 10 










007 01 

065 00 

2,654 00 

4.664 83 

2,002 00 






1, 123 01 




140 00 

"3,813 'ii' 
60 00 








11, 175 00 
3, 615 00 
1,041 00 
1,001 00 




12,280 00 


26 00 


104 00 
7,021 65 


4, 617 95 


rcu no 




12,046 05 


4,587 00 
1,195 00 


4,394 75 2,372 00 

2,400 00 i 2,437 11 

1 


101 60 


20,006 80 
11,848 11 








164 00 


















10,257 46 


50,828 44 


42,808 02 


37,780 66 1 10,940 64 


81,828 80 


82,229 76 


1,032 36 


868,625 60 


i 

Total from ' 

March 3, 1879, | 

to Angiiat 7, , 

1882. J 

1 


1882. 


1883. 


1884. 


1885. 


U 


Total from 

August 7, 1882, 

to Jane 80, 

1885. 


Grand total 
amount re- 
ceived from 
May 30, 1862, 

to June 30, 
1886, induaiTe. 






84,126 72 

11,334 00 

40,271 84 

230 00 

6,352 14 


$7. 607 40 
65,783 23 
36,751 58 
68,290 00 


$4,617 


$27,728 96 

251,008 60 

01, 701 65 

152,488 84 

702 60 

0,606 01 




836,700 86 

816.863 33 

190,984 00 

168 00 


928,867 80 

6,008 00 

8,200 00 

472 60 


78,221 85 
37,607 07 
26,728 00 


1,289,244 52 

1, 000, 538 03 

345,492 84 

1,815 60 


32,003 00 
14,010 11 
41,106 93 

82,921 00 


2,911 06 


242 71 


42,498 91 
15, 320 11 




1,500 82 

1,768 02 

820 00 

22,276 61 

4, 012 70 

1,627 60 

230 00 

8,066 26 


3, 212 08 
14.786 52 
6,061 43 

07, 614 36 
55,553 33 
16,428 21 
11,502 00 
58,086 64 


1,087 03 
23,288 89 
11, 111 22 

3,272 68 
38.406 34 
85, 704 13 
12, 106 58 
23,137 63 
168,506 60 


475 00 
11, 877 06 


7, 175 83 
51, 717 28 
17,802 65 
21,087 67 
170,501 17 
181,676 16 
36,464 48 
40, 118 63 
268,007 23 


49.830 76 
100,914 84 






510, 162 90 


818,379 67 

35.169 84 
64,552 00 
840,60187 


12,204 86 
36,816 00 
6,407 00 
14,150 00 
30,398 64 


1, 001) 160 84 
611,232 63 
101, 629 62 
125,518 74 

1,109,758 10 


4,872,819 66 


80,478 05 


437,040 72 


540,054 46 


262,256 33 


1,330,638 56 


6,680,583 91 
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232 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Statement of appropriations and deposits for surveying the public lands from the year 1862 

to June 30, 1885, inclusive. 



Year. 



Appro- I 
priation. i 



Deposits. \ .Total. 



1862 ! $130 t 000i $2,920 00 

1863 1 60,000 1,130 00 

1864 ' 70,000 11,980 40 

1865 255,000 6,984 75 

1866 181,000, 12,538 10 

1867 | 165,000 I 13,848 00 

1868 : 180,000 15,845 40 

1869 390,000 1 6,295 00 

1870 400,000i 6,727 50 

1871 ; 602,980' 24,19161 

1872. ./..., 594, 740 50, 257 46 

1873 ! 772,000 1 50,823 44 

1874 | 855,000 42,803 92 



$132, 920 00 
61, 180 00 
81,980 40 
261,984 75 
193, 538 10 
178, 848 00 
195, 845 40 ! 
896, 295 00 
406,727 50 
627, 171 61 
644, 997 46 
822. 823 44 
897,803 92 



1 

j Year. 

1 


Appro- 
priation . 


Deposits. 


Total. 


1875 


$714, 700 


$37, 739 56 


$752, 439 56 


1 1876 


640,000 


19,949 54 


659, 949 54 


1877 


800,000 


31,328 89 


331,328 89 


1 1878 


300,000 


32, 229 76 


332,229 76 


i 1879 

1880 


300,000 


137, 365 67 


437, 365 67 


800,000 


941, 741 42 


1.241,741 42 


1881 


300,000 


1, 749, 547 54 
2, 134, 175 44 


2, 049, 547 54 


1882.... 


318,000 


% 452, 175 44 


1883.... 


400,000 


437, 949 72 


837,949 72 


1884.... 


425,000 


549,954 46 


974,954 46 


1885 

Total . 


350,000 


262,256 33 


612, 256 33 


9, 003, 420 


6, 580, 583 91 


15,584,003 91 



Estimates of appropriations required by the Gtneral Land Office for salaries, expenses of 
inspectors, $c, law books, and maps, and for salaries of surveyors-general and their 
clerks, for the fscal year ending June 30, 1887. 



§2 1~ 



Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations. 



SALAR1K8. 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, March 8, 1885 
(R. 8tat., p. 76. sec. 446; 23 Stat., p. 416) 

Assistant Commissioner, March 3, 1885 (23 Stat, p. 186, 
sec. 1) 

Chief clerk (increase of $150), March 8, 1885 (R. Stat, p. 
74, sec. 440; 23 Stat, p. 416) 

Note.— The chief clerk is required by law to act as Com* 
missinner in case of vacancy or of absence or sickness of 
that officer and the Assistant Commissioner, and mnst be 
fully competent to take charge and control of the bureau 
at all times. It may be added that the duties of this office 
are unusually intricate, complex, and arduous, and fully 
deserve the salary herein estimated. 

Two law clerks (increase of $400 each submitted), March 3, 
1886 (Stat, 23, p. 416) 

Note.— The law clerks must be thoroughly conversant 
with land laws and practice, as well as with the usages and 
practice of the Department and be able to grasp and sum- 
marize at once the various questions involved in land con- 
tests and the construction of the statutes, and to present 
the same in proper form for the consideration and action of 
the head of the bureau and the chiefs of divisions, and 
should be good lawyers. The compensation estimated for 
is moderate considering the nature of the work and the 
qualifications required. 

Three inspectors of surveyors-general and district land of- 
fices, at an annual compensation of $2,000 each, March 3, 
1885 (23 Stat, p. 416.) 

Eleven chiefs of divisions, at the salary indicated by the 
figures opposite the names of the respective divisions, 
vie : Recorder. $2.000 ; principal clerk of surveys, $2,000; 
principal clerk of private land claims. $2,000; principal 
clerk of public lands, $2,250 ; division of accounts, $2,250 ; 
railroad. $2,000; draughting, $2,000; swamp, $2,000; min- 
eral. $2,000; preemption, $2,000; and special service, 
$2,000 (submitted) 

Note.— The chiefs of divisions have respectively charge 
of a particular class of work and of the clerical force em- 
ployed upon it They must know generally the rules of 
the office and the laws governing the land system, the rela- 
tions of the classes being so intermixed as frequently to in- 



mn 



$4,000 00 
8,000 00 
2,400 00 



4,800 00 



6,000 00 



22,500 00 
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Estimates of appropriations required by the General Land Offioe, #v. — Continued. 



Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations. 



SALARIES— continued. 

voire nearly the whole of them in the consideration of a 
liBEle case. No higher service is performed by the sub- 
ordinate officers of any Department, not excepting the 
Treasury, where salaries range from $2,250 to $2,750. 

Two law examiners, at salaries of $2,250 (submitted) 

Note.— The examiners above estimated for are occupied 
is reading carefully and critically the decisions and letters 
prepared in the office before receiving the signature of the 
Commissioner. They must of necessity be familiar with 
general ltgsl principles, the numerous laws governing the 
dUposai of public lands, the decisions of State and Federal 
courts and rulings, and decisions of this office and the De- 
partment. It becomes their duty not to pass any letter or 
decision for signature unless they are satisfied that the let- 
ter or decision is correct in principle and in conformity to 
decisions heretofore made and the laws governing that 
class of cases. Should the letter or decision not meet with 
their approval, it is their duty to submit it with a brief of 
their views thereon. These duties are now performed by 
fourth-class clerks. 

Thirty-two clerks of class four, March 3,1885 (R. Stat.. 

page 27, sec. J67 ; 23 Stat., p. 416) 

Fifty-six clerks of class three. March 3, 1885 (R. Stat, 

p. 27, sec. 167; 23 Stat., p. 416) 

ffixtY-seven clerks of class two, March 8, 1885 (R. Stat., 

p. 27, eec 167 ; 23 Stat., p. 416) 

Seventy-three clerks of class one, March 3, 1885 (R. Stat, 

p.27,sec. 167; 23 Stat. p. 416) 

fifty clerks, at $1,000 each per annum, March 3, 1885 (Stat, 

2,p.247, sec. 1; 23 Stat, p. 416) 

Forty two copvist, at $900 each per annum, March 3, 1885 

(fcStat.p. 27,secl67; 23 Stat., p.416) 

Ufht assistant messengers, at $720 each per annum, 

March 3, 1885 (R. Stat, |>. 27,. sec. 167; 23 Stat, p. 416) ... 
Six packers, at $720 each per annum, March 3, 1885 (R. 

Stat. p. 27,sec.l67; 23 Stat. p. 416) 

Twelve laborers, at $660 each per annum, March 3, 1885 (R. 

8tat,p.27, sec. 167; 23 Stat, p. 416) 

EXPENSES OP INSPECTORS. 

Per diem in lien of subsistence of inspectors and of clerks 
detailed to investigate fraudulent land entries, trespasses 
on the public' lands, and cases of official misconduct 
while traveling on duty, at a rate to be fixed by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, not exoeeding $2.50 per day, and 
for actual necessary expenses of transportation, appro- 
priated March 8, 1885 (23 Stat, p. 416) 

LIBRARY. 

For law books for the law library of the* General Land 
Office, appropriated March 3, 1885' (23 Stat, p. 416) 

MAPS OF THE UXITED 8TATK6. 

For connected and separate United States and other maps, 
prepared in the General Land Office, appropriated March 
3, 1885 (23 Stat, p. 416) 

Solaris* of offices of eurveyors-gentral 

ARIZONA. 

Swcyor-general (R. Stat, p. 389, see. 2210), March 3, 1885 
(23 Stat., p. 420) 

Cferke in his office (R. Stat, 301, sec. 2226), March 3, 1885 
(23 Stat, p. 420) 

Hon.— The $2,500 estimated for clerk-hire in the sur- 
vtyor-generaJ's office is for the regular office work on pub- 
ne-taod surveys. 




500 Of 



5,500 06 



Digitized by 



Google 



234 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



EsHmatee of appropriations required by the General Land Office, fc— Continued. 



Detailed objects of expenditures, and explanations. 
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Solaria 0/ offices of Burveyori-gmeral— Continued. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Surveyor-general (R. Stat. 389, sec 2210), March 8, 1885 
(23 Stat. p. 420) 

Clerks in his office (R. Stat 391, sec. 2228), March 3, 1885 
(23 Stat., p. 420) 



COLORADO. 



Surveyor-general (R. Stat 889, sec. 2210), March 3, 1885 
(23 Stat, p. 240. see. 1) 

Clerks in his office (R. Stat 391, sec. 2226), March 8, 1885 
(23 Stat, p. 240, sec. 1) 



Note.— The $5,000 estimated for clerk-hire is for em- 
ployes actually required for the current office work, vis : 
Chief clerk, 82,000 ; and one draughtsman and one transcrib- 
ing clerk, at $1,500 each. 

DAKOTA. 

Surveyor-general (R. Stat, p. 388, sec. 2208), March 8, 1885 
(23 Stat, p. 421) 

Clerks in his office (R. Stat, p. 39'., sec. 2228), March 3, 
1885 (23 Stat, p. 421) 



Surveyor-general (R. Stat. 838, seo. 2208), March 8, 1885 (28 
Stat, p. 421) 

Clerks in his office (R. Stat 391, seo. 2226), March 3, 1885 (23 
Stat, p. 421) 



IDAHO. 



Surveyor-general (R. Stat 889, sec. 2210), March 8, 1885 (28 
8tat,p. 421) 

Clerks in his offioe (R. Stat 891, sec. 2226), March 3, 1885 (23 
Stat, p. 421) 



Surveyor-general (R. Stat 388, seo. 2208), March 8, 1885 (23 
Stat, p. 421) 

Clerks in his offioe (R. Stat. 891, sec. 2226), March 8, 1885 (23 
Stat, p. 421, sec. 1) 



MnnnsoTA. 

Surveyor-general (R. 8tat 888, sec. 2208), March 3, 1885 (23 
Stat., p. 421) 

Clerks in his offioe (R. Stat 891. seo. 2226), March 3, 1885 (28 
Stat, p.421) 



8urveyor-general (R. Stat 889, sec. 2210), March 3, 1885 (23 
8tat. p. 421) , 

Clerks in his offioe (R. Stat 891, sec 2226), March 3, 1885 (28 
8tat, p. 421) 



Surveyor-general (R. 8tat 889, seo. 2210), March 3, 1885 (23 
Stat. p. 421) 

Clerks in his offioe (R. Stat 891, sec. 2226), March 8, 1885 (28 
Stat, p. 421) 



NEBRASKA AMD IOWA. 



Surveyor-general (R. 8tat 888, sec 2209), March 8. 1885 (23 

Stat. p. 421) 

Clerks in his offioe (R. Stat 891, sec. 2226), March 8, 1885 (28 

stat, p. 42i)..... : :... 



$2,750 00 
15,000 00 



2,500 00 
5,000 00 



2,600 00 
9,000 00 



1,800 00 
2,800 00 



2,600 00 
2,500 00 



1,800 00 
10,000 00 



1,800 00 
8,000 00 



2,600 00 
8,000 00 



2,000 00 
2,500 00 



1,800 00 
1,500 00 



$17,750 00 



7,500 00 



11,500 00 



4,600 00 



5,000 00 



11,800 00 



4,800 00 



10,500 00 



4,500 00 



3,800 00 



$85,000 00 



11,59000 



5,000 06 



15,300 00 



10,000 00 



11,500 00 



6,600 00 



6,000 08 
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Estimates of appropriations required by the General Land Office, ^c— Continued. 



Detailed object* of expenditures, and explanations. 
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SsJaru* of ojtoes of surveyors-general— Continued. 

NEW MEXICO. 

Sarreyor-genersl (R. Stat. 889. aec. 2210), March 3, 1885 (23 
Stat..p.421) 

Clerks in his office (R. Stat. 391, sec. 2228), March 3, 1885 (28 
Stat, p. 421) 



ftarreyor-genereJ (R. Stat 388, seo. 2209), March 8, 1885 (28 
8tat,p,421) 

Clerks in his office (R. Stat 391, sec. 2228), March 3, 1885 (28 
Stat, p. 421)..... . ! 



8arTeyor-general (R. Stat 389, sec. 2210), March 3, 1885 (23 
Stat, p. 421) 

Clerks in his office (R. Stat 391, sec. 2226), March 8, 1885 (23 
Stat, p. 421) 



"Rote.— The $8,000 estimated for clerk-hire is necessary to 
attend to the regular office work upon public surreys. 



WASHXHOTOW. 



Surveyor general (EL Stat 389. seo. 2209), March 3, 1885 (23 

8tat,p.421).... 

Clerks in bis office (R. Stat. 391, sec. 2226), March 3, 1886 (23 

Stat, p. 421) . 



Swreyor-general (R. Stat. 881, sec 2209), March 3, 1885 (23 
8tat,p.421) 

Clerks in his offioeftR. Stat 391, seo. 2226), March 3, 1885 (28 
Stat, p. 421) 



Total. 



$2,500 00 
9.000 00 



2,000 00 
3,000 00 



2,500 00 
3,000 00 



2,500 00 
6,000 00 



2,500 00 I 
3,500 00 



"I 



$11, 500 00 



5,000 00 



5,500 00 



8,500 00 



6,000,00 



633,850 00 



$10, 000 00 



7,000 00 



5,500 60 



9,000 00 



6,000 00 



667,950 00 



of appropriations required for collecting the revenue from and surveying the public 
lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887. 



Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations. 




sales of public lands. 

oeiyers : 

land offices (see detailed 
Stat, 392, sees. 2287 to 



tf on of registers and re- 
ts and commissions coi- 
ning the fiscal year end- 
to be opened at Coeur 
has been found neoes- 
>yer deficiencies in the 
based upon the actual 
fiscal year ending June 
mpensation of registers 
,000 to any one officer, 
irnedbythem. During 



$522,000 00 




$625,000 00 
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Estimates of appropriations required for collecting the revenue, fo. — Continued. 



Detailed objeote of expenditure, and explanation*. 




Bwpentee of the collection of revenue from the edlee of public land*— Cont'd. 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, the fees and commissions earned by 
registers and receivers amounted to $847,924.56, while the entire appro- 
priation for their salaries and commissions was $525,000. Of the sum of 
$847,924.56 above referred to there was collected from the entry men 
$705, 187. 86, which was turned into the Treasury; and if the entire ap- 
propriation of $525,000 is expended there remains as a net revenue to the 
Government the sum of $180,187.80. 

Contingent expenses of land offices : I 

For clerk-hire and other incidental expenses of the several land offices, 1 
March 3 t 1885 (2S Stat., p. 498) $155,000 00 



Note.— The foregoing estimate includes the salaries of clerks, rent, 
and a variety of other incidental expenses, such as binding of plats, re- 
binding old and dilapidated plat-books, worn out by constant handling 
and use (of which there are a large number), furniture. Sec. There are 
now one hundred and seven offices, with one additional to be opened. 
No expenditures under this appropriation allowed without authority first 
having been obtained from this office. 

Expenses of depositing public moneys : 
Expenses of depositing money received from the disposal of the public 

lands (Rev. Stat, 713, sec. 3617), March 3, 1885 (Stat. 23, p. 498) 

Depredations on public timber: 

To meet the expenses of the employment of thirty agents to be appointed 

by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, subjeot to the approval 

of the Secretary of the Interior, for the protection of timber upon the 

public lands, March 3, 1885 (Stat. 23, p. 498) 



Note. — The increase of $15,000 herein submitted will be required to 
enable this office to protect the public timber, as the amounts heretofore 
appropriated have been insufficient, and the service has been crippled for 
want of money in order to avoid deficiencies. 

Protecting public lands: 
For the protection of public lands from illegal and fraudulent entry or 
appropriation, and to authorise the employment of 100 agents, to be ap- 
pointed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, March 3, 1885 (Stat. 23, 
P. 498) 



Note.— With the present limited appropriation it is impossible to em- 
ploy a sufficient number of agents to investigate charges of fraud already 
made, much less expose and prevent many other fraudulent entries from 
being made. The appropriation of $75,000, with the deficiency of $25,000, 
making a total of $100,000, only allowed the employment of an average 
of twenty-eight agents for a period of nine months and sixteen days, or 
twenty-two agents for the entire fiscal year. In order to prevent fraud 
there should be a foroe of at least one hundred agents constantly in the 
field, which would require an appropriation of the amount estimated for 
under this head. 

Expenses of hearings : 
For expenses of hearings, held by order of the General Land Office, to de- 
termine whether alleged fraudulent entries are of that character or 
have been made in compliance with law, March 8, 1885 (Stat. 23, 
p. 498) 



Note.— The expenses to be borne by the United States are those of its 
own witnesses when hearings are ordered in such cases. 

Settlement of claims for swamp lands and swamp-land indemnity : 
Salaries and expenses of agents employed in adjusting claims for swamp 
lands and for indemnity for swamp lands, March 3, 1885 (Stat 23, 
p. 498) 



Notk.— The foregoing estimate is submitted to cover the salaries and 
expenses of agents appointed to investigate in' the field lands claimed as 
swamp land : Provided. That agents and others employed under this 
and the appropriations for ** depredations on public timber" and "pro- 
tecting public lands," while traveling on duty, shall be allowed per diem, 
in lieu of subsistence, at a rate not exceeding $2.50 per day, and for actual 
necessary expenses for transportation. 



12,000 00 



90.000 00 



300,000 00 



20,000 00 



20,000 00 



$165,000 00 



16,000 00 



76 000 00 



90,000 00 



20,000 00 



20,000 00 
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Estimates of appropriations required for collecting the revenue, fc— Continued. 



1 *■ • 



Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations. 



of the collection of revenue from the tale* of public land*— Cont'd, 

Reproducing plats of surveys, General Land Office : 
To enable the Commlssiouer or the General Land Office to con tin uo to 
reprodace worn and defaced official plats of surveys on file, and other 
plats constituting a part of the records of said office, and also to fur- 
nish local land offices with the same. March 3, 1885 (23 Stat., p. 498) .... 

Now.— The sum of $10,000 is required to continue the work of repro- 
ducing plats, to prevent a total obliteration of designations on official 
township plats, defaced and mutilated by constant use during a period 
of many years, thus rendering them unavailable in furnishing certified 
copies under the provisions of an act of Congress approved July 2, 1864. 
(listat, p.875.) 

Contingent expense* of offices of surveyors-general 



Sent of office for surveyor-general, pay of messenger, fuel, books, sta- 
tionery, and other incidental expenses (Rev. Stat., p. 301, sec. 2227; 
March 3, 1885, 23 Stat., p. 420, sec. 1) 




CALIFORNIA. 



Tor books, stationery, pay of messenger, and other incidental expen 
(Bev. Stat, p. 391, sec. 2227; March 3, 1885, 23 Stat, p. 420, see. 1) . .. 



COLORADO. 

Bent of office for surveyor-general, fuel, books, stationery, and other in- 
cidental expenses (Rev. Stat., p. 391, sec. 2227; March 3, 1885, 23 Stat , 
p. 420, seel) 



Horn— In view of the fact that a large part of the annual appropria- 
tion is expended for rent of rooms used as offices it is apparent that the 
•mount submitted is not excessive. 



Bent of office for surveyor-general, fuel, books, stationery, and other in- 
cidental expenses (Bev. Stat., p. 391, sec. 2227; March 3, 1885, 23 Stat., 
p. 421, seel) 



Bent of office for surveyor-general, fuel, books, stationery, and other In- 
cidental expenses 4 Rev. Stat., p. 391, sec. 2227; March 3, 1885, 23 Stat, 
P. 421, sec 1) 



Bent of office of surveyor-general, fuel, books, stationery, pay for mes- 
senger, and other incidental expenses (Rev. Stat, p. 891, sec 2227; 
MarehJ,1886, 28Stat,p. 421, seel) 



LOUISIANA. 

ftel, books, stationery messenger, and other incidental expenses . 

, - — — „ «_.___„ „. _,_ .„ „. , „ _„.«.„_ . __ „. .eproti 

jngutd mending 297 old torn and partly defaced township plats, and 

"~ ' the same and 1,073 other plats with canvas backs ; also for 

'~ ~- " 1, sec 2227; March 3, 18S5, 28 



. Koix.— The estimate of $3,000 is made to include the cost of reprotract- 

lagand n " " " " " " 

providing 

wing old records (Rev. 8tat, p. 

Stat, p!42l, seel.) 



Foel, books, stationery, printing, binding, and other incidental expenses 
of the office (Rev. Stat, p. 891, sec 2227; March 3, 1885, (23 Stat, p. 421, 



s.1.). 



Beat of office, fuel, books, stationery, pay for messenger, and other in- 
cidental expenses '~ "" ~~~~ " " 
*«. sec. 1)7777., 



I (Rev. Stat, p. 391, sec 2227 jMareh^ 1885, 23 Stat, 



1,500 00 



2,000 00 



1,500 00 



1,500 00 



1,000 00 



1,500 00 



3,000 00 



1,000 00 



2,250 00 



1,500 00 



3,000 00 



1,500 00 



1,500 00 



1,000 00 



1,500 00 



1,342 00 



1,000 00 



8,000 00 
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Oontingsnt eaopsnsss 0/ offices 0/ turvsyorsgerural— Continued. 

NEVADA. 

Rent of office, pay of messenger, fuel, books, stationery, and otber in- 
cidental expenses (Rev. Stat, p. 301, sec 2227; March 3, 1886, 23 Stat., 
p. 421, sec. 1) * 

NEBRASKA AND IOWA. 

Rent of office, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental expenses 
(Roy. Stat., p. 391, sec 2227 ; March 8, 1886, 23 Stat, p. 421, sec 1) 

NEW MEXICO. 

Rent of office, pay of messenger, fuel, books, stationery, and other in- 
cidental expenses (Rev. Stat., p. 801, sec 2227 ; March 3, 1886, 23 Stat., 
p. 421, seel) 

OREGON. 

Rent of office, pay of messenger, fuel, nooks, stationery, and other in- 
cidental expenses (Rev. Stat, p. 891, sec 2227 j March 8, 1886, 28 Stat, 
p. 421, seel) 

UTAH. 

Rent of office, pay of messenger, fuel, books, stationery, and other in- 
cidental expenses (Rev. Stat, p. 391, sec 2227; March 3, 1885, 23 Stat., 
p. 421, seel) 

WASHINGTON. 

Rent of office, fuel, books, stationery, pay of messenger, and other in- 
cidental expenses (Rev. Stat, p. 391, sec 2227; March 8, 1886, 23 Stat, 
p. 421, seel) 

WYOMING. 

Rent of office, pay of messenger, fuel, books, stationery, and other in- 
cidental expenses (Rey. Stat, p. 391, sec 2227; March 8, 1885, 23 Stat, 
p. 421, seel) 

Surveying public lands. 

Jf or surveying the public lands at rates not exceeding nine dollars per 
linear mile for standard and meander lines, seven dollars for township, 
and five dollars for section lines ; and of the sum hereby appropriated not 
exoeeding one hundred thousand dollars for the examination of surveys 
in the field to test the accuracy of the work and prevent payment for 
fraudulent and imperfect surveys returned by deputy surveyors, and in- 
specting mineral deposits, coal-fields, swamp lands, and timber districts, 
and for making such other surveys or examinations as may be required 
for identification of lands for purposes of e videnoe in any suit or proceed- 
ing in behalf of the United States. Appropriated (Rev. Stat, p. 390, 
see 2223; Maroh 3, 1885, 23 Stat, p. 499) 

NEW MEXICO. 

Surveying private land claims in New Mexico : For the survey of con- 
firmed land claims in New Mexico at rates prescribed by law. Appro- 
priated (Rev. Stat, p. 890, sec. 2223; Maroh 8, 1886, 23 Stat, p. 499) ... 

CALIFORNIA. 



$1,500 00 



1,000 00 



1,500 00 



1,200 00 



1,400 00 



1,600 00 



1,500 00 



March 3, 1886 (28 Stat, p. 499) 



250,000 00 



5,000 00 



2,000 00 



$1,600 Of) 



2,000 90 



1,600 00 



300,090 00 



8,000 00 



5,000 00 
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Estimates of appropriations required for collecting the revenue, jrc — Continued. 



Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations. 
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Surveying public lands— Continued. 

LOUISIANA. 

Tor the surrey of confirmed private land claims in Louisiana at rates 
pteseribed by law. Appropriated (Rev. Stat, p. 300, sec. 2228; March 
£l»,»8at, p. 480) f. 



Jersey, apprai s eme nt, and sale, and pay of oustodians of abandoned mili- 
tary reservations. 
Tor necessary expenses of survey, appraisal, and sale, and pay of custo- 
i of abandoned military reservations transferred to toe control of 



the Secretary of the Interior under the provisions of an act of Congress 
nproved July 5, 1884. Appropriated (Rev. Stat., p. 300, sec. 2228; 




Total 1,424,850 00 1,292,842 00 



Detailed estimate of amount for salaries and commissions of registers and receivers of the 
several land offices during' ike fiscal year ending June 30, 1887. 



States sad Territories. 


Land offices. 


Salaries 
and com- 
missions. 


Total. 


Akbems 


Hunts ville. 


$4,500 
6,000 






Montgomery ......... ........... 






Prescott 


$10,500 


Arises* 


5,000 
5,200 




Tucson 






Camden 


10,200 


Arkansas ■ ■ . ■ - < 


8,000 
3,500 
6,000 
4,000 




Derdanelle '. 






Harrison » 






little Bock 






Bodie 


16,500 


Csfflsraia 


2,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
4,500 
6,000 




Humboldt - 






Los Angeles 






MarysvUle * 

Sacramento 






San Francisco 






Shasta 






Stockton 






Susanville 






VJftftHft 






Central City 


54,500 


Celsres* 


5,000 
5,000 
6,000 
4,000 
8,500 
6,000 
2,500 
6,000 
6,000 




Del Norte.. 






Denver 






Duraago 






Olenwood Springs 






Gunnison 






Lake City 






Leadviile 






Pueblo 








44,000 


Bateta 


6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 




Bismarck 






Dead wood 






Devil's Lake.. *..... 






Fargo 






Grand Forks. 






Huron 






Mitchell 






Watertown 






Yankton 






Gainesville. T 


60,000 


llsrlaa 


6,000 




Boise City 


6,000 


Haas 


3,500 
3,000 
4,000 
4,500 
6,000 




Ccsur d'Alene 






Hailvy 






Lewis ton 






Oxford 








21.000 
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Detailed estimate of amount for salaries and commissions of registers, ^-c— ^Continued. 



States and Territories. 



Iowa — 
Kansas . 



Lonisia 
Michigan . 



Minnesota . 



Mississippi - 
Missouri... 



Montana . 



Nebraska . 



Nevada 

New Mexioo. 
Oregon 



Utah 

Washington . 



Wisconsin . 



Wyoming. . . 
Total. 



Land offices. 



Des Moines . 



Concordia 

Garden City . . 
Independence . 

Kirwin 

Larned 

Oberlin 

Salina 

Topeka 

Wa-Keeney ... 
Wichita 



Natchitoches . 
New Orleans . 



Detroit 

East Saginaw . 
Marqnette — 
Reed City 



Benson 

Crook a ton 

Duluth 

Fergus Falls . . 
Redwood Falls . 

Saint Cloud 

Taylor's Falls . . 

Tracy 

Worthington ... 



Jackson . 



BoonviUe... 

Iron ton 

Springfield . 



Boseman . . 
Helena .... 
Miles City. 



Beatrice 

Blooraington . 
Grand Island. 

Lincoln 

McCook 

Neligh 

Niobrara 

North Platte . 
Valentine*.... 



Carson City . 
Eureka.' 



Las Crnoes . 
Santo F6... 



La Grande . . 
Lakeyiew ... 
Oregon City. 
Roseburg — 
The Dalles.. 



Salt Lake City. 

North Yakima . 

Olympia 

Spokane Falls.. 

Vancouver 

Walla Walla... 



Bayfield 

Eau Claire 

Falls of Saint Croix. 

La Crosse 

Menasha 

Wansan 



Cheyenne . 
Evanston . 



Salaries 

and com- 

sions. 

$1,600 



4,500 
8,000 
5,000 
8,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6.000 
2,300 
8,000 
6.000 



1,800 
6,000 



1,500 
1,600 
3,500 
2,000 



5,000 
6.000 
5,200 
6,000 
4,000 
5,200 
1,600 
3.500 
3,500 



5,000 



2,500 
4,000 
6,000 



8,000 
6,000 
4,500 



1,800 
6,000 
6,000 
2,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 



2,800 
2,100 



6,000 
5,100 



6,000 
5,600 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 



6,000 

5,000 
6,000 
6,000 
8,000 
6,000 



8.700 
3,100 
2,000 
2,100 
2,200 
3,500 



6,000 
4,500 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



ACCOUNTS. 241 

Statement of bmeimeee trameaeted at local land office* during fiscal the pear ending June 30, 1885. 

LAND OPFICB AT HtJNTSVILLE, ALA. 

[The area In brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries. 1 



Class of entry. No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Saks of land subject to private entry 

Satan of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Ixeess payment* on homestead, timber- 

culture, and other entries and locations . 


12 
5 

21 

8 


1,036.09 
319.91 

36.50 

[576. 86] 

f 700. 911 






$1,295 10 
399 91 










95 62 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
itr section 2301, Revised Statutes 






721 09 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2. act June 15, 1880 


12 






901 65 




L t 








Total cash sales 


58 1,392.50 

1 

349 ' 36, 650. 11 






3, 413 37 

3,444 00 

1,674 00 

408 00 


Original homestead entries 


sou no 


$2,530 00 


Final homestead entries ..... 


630 [69, 546. 70J 1. 674 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads.* 


204 , 32,397.74 

1 2, 130. 04 

73 | 




408 00 

26 63 

140 00 




26 63 


Preemption declaratory statements 




146 00 


Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,315 : 72,570.39 | 2, 588 00 


8, 110 63 


9, 112 00 


Salaries, feea. and commissions of register 
•ad receiver 


1 




4,240 08 

5 60 

1, 046 30 


Expenses of depositing 































Total... 


1' 






5,291 93 










Sales of Cherokee school lands 


3 


119. 70 






158 88 









LAND OFFICE AT MONTGOMERY, ALA. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

Ssiesof land subject to pre emption entry- 


146 
9 

73 

50 

51 


23, 882. 39 
1, 161.51 

218.16 

[4, 677. 90] 

[4, 812. 74] 






$29, 228 57 
1, 452 98 

275 07 






Kxc«w payments on homes tend, timber- 
culture, ami other eutriesand locations. 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Re viand Statutes 






5,834 53 
5,503 46 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 












Total cash sales 


329 

1,049 
786 

2 

6 

276 

186 

1 


24, 762. 06 

128,671.16 
[89, 969. 83 j 

[160. 00] 

801.21 

44, 096. 80 






42,294 56 

11,795 42 
2,242 62 

4 00 


Original homestead entries 


$3, 195 42 
2,242 62 


18,600 00 


fiasHmmesiead entries 


Lands entered with military bounty -land 
warrants 


4 00 

12 00 

551 10 

372 00 

2 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads.. 
Uniremit v selections 




12 00 




551 10 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 




372 00 






2 00 










Total of all clvwaa of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


2,635 


198, ?31. 23 


5,438 04 


9,541 10 


57, 273 70 


Salaries, f tea, and commissions of register 
and receiver - 










6,000 00 
2,315 61 


Incidental expenses 




















Total 










8,815 61 













6296 P 
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242 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statementof business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Cootinned. 

LAND OFFICE AT CAMDEN, ARK. 

[The area in brackets i* not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess pa>ments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 
Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing 



No. 



3 

18 
5 
7 



Acres. 

1, 836. 85 . 
160.00 . 

63.61 !. 

[440.00], 

536. 17 . 



Commis- 
sions. 



Fees. 



Amount. 

$2,296 08 
200 00 

90 56 

550 00 

611 31 



71 

320 

829 

2 



2,060.46 . 

35, 048. 05 
[36,890.25] 



$872 10 
922 22 



Total of all classes of entries and ! 
amount received therefrom 



722 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



37, 108. 51 1, 794 32 



$2,485 00 

4 00 

26 80 



3, 756 95 

3,307 10 

922 23 

4 00 

26 80 



2, 465 80 8, 017 07 



2,900 25 

14 53 

831 40 



3,746 18 



LAND OFFICE AT DARDANELLE, ARK. 



8ales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Sales of laud at public auction 

Excels payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 


28 1,775.73 ! 


$2,219 60 
399 88 


5 ' 319.90 1 


6 ' 360. 00 ; 




450 00 


13 82.75 




113 40 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 


6 [380.48] 




471 12 












58. 2 538.36 | 1 


3,654 06 

3, 378 70 
1,041 65 


Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 


316 , 35,242.56 ' $973 70 ' $2, 405 00 

348 [34,448.36] 1,04165 1 

60 | | 120 00 

2 j 4 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 


120 00 
4 00 






Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


784 37, 780. P4 1 2, 015 35 ' 2, 529 00 


8,198 41 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 


1 




8,242 40 
15 75 


Expenses of depositing 


;;i 






I i 




150 00 




t ! 






Total 


1 




8,408 15 




! i 
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ACCOUNTS. ' 243 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending JuneSO, 1885— Cootinued. 

LAND OFFICE AT HARRISON, ARK. 

[The area in brackets is Dot included in the aggregate bv states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

8sies of land subject to pre-emption entry 
Sxoess payments on homestead, timber- ; 

culture, and other entries and locations. . ' 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- j 

dor section 2301, Revised Statutes < 

Homestead entries commuted to cash on- i 

der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



No. 

212 
17 

21 

8 

21 



Total cash sales . 



r 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 

Pre-emption declaratory statements. — 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
sad receiver 



Expenses of depositing. 
Incidental expenses . 



279 
811 



1 
375 



Total of all classes of entries and | 
amount received therefrom i 1, 827 



Total. 



Acres. 



12, 033. 41 
1,040.43 

61.20 

[600. 52] 

11,213.98] 



13, 155. 04 

97,950.90 
[41, 315. 58] 



Commis- 
sions. 



$2,448 77 
1, 032 87 



111, 185. 94 



3,481 64 



Fees. 



Amount. 



$6,650 00 



2 00 . 

750 00 I 



2 00 ! 



$15,091 77 
1, 300 54 

101 46 

750 65 

1, 391 28 



18, 635 70 

9,098 77 
1,032 87 

2 00 
750 00 

2 00 



7, 404 00 29, 521 34 



5,604 30 

104 06 

1,350 00 



7,058 35 



LAND OFFICE AT LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

Saks of land subject to preemption entry. 

Kxeeas payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales . 



Origmal homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws ! 

Lands entered with military bounty land 
warrants 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements I 

Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Incidental expenses 



Total 



104 
3 



12 



132 



457 
313 



4 

147 



1,060 



6,529.06 . 
28L86 . 

102.93 . 

[440. 00] . 

[400.00] . 



6,913.85 

50,713.66 $1,460 48 
[31, 077. 06] 928 39 



640.00 
240.00 



16 00 



$3, 495 00 



40 00 



10 00 
294 00 



6 00 



58, 507. 51 2, 404 87 



3,845 00 



$8, 347 21 
352 33 

158 62 

550 00 

446 00 



9,854 16 

4,955 48 
928 39 

56 00 

10 00 
294 00 

6 00 



16, 104 03 



3, 915 96 
1,068 00 



4, 983 99 
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244 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT PRESCOTT, ARIZ. 

[The area in brackets Is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries. 1 



Class of entry. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of laud subject to pre-emption entry 

Sales of mineral lands 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Original entiies uuder the desert-land act. 

Homestead entries commuted" to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries , 

Final homestead entiles 

Lands entered under the .timber-culture 

laws 

Lands entered with military bounty -land 

warrants ... 

Lands selected under grants to railroads . 
Applications to purchase mineral lauds. 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total 



Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



No. 



9 
22 
42 

3 
24 



Acres. 



1, 158. 25 

2,670.64 

686.55 

3.06 
7, 421. 04 

1320. 00] 



Commis- 
sions. 



Fees. 



Amount. 



102 

111 ' 
18 

40 | 

1 

834 

15 

2 
244 



1,367 



11,930.54 

16,353.47 
[2, 379. 63] 

5, 584. 61 

160.00 
133, 502. 12 



$829 50 
105 00 



160 00 



$1,040 00 



370 00 

4 00 

1,668 00 

150 00 

20 00 

732 00 



$1,447 81 
4,408 30 
3,515 00 

207 05 

1,845 26 

400 60 



167,530.74 ! 1,094 50 j 3,984 00 



11,904 02 

1,869 50 
105 00 

530 00 

4 00 

1,668 00 

150 00 

20 00 

732 00 



16,982 52 



4,685 51 
27 30 
364 50 



-I 5,077 31 



I 



200 00 



LAND OFFICE AT TUCSON, ARIZ. 



Sales of land subject to preemption entry. 

Sales of mineral land* # 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries aud locations.. 

Original entries uuder the desert-laud act. 

Final entries under the desert-land act . . . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 



Total cash sales . 



30 

62 { 

i 

2 

157 

11 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered uuder the timber-culture 
laws J 

Final entries under the timber-culture | 
laws 

Lands entered with military bounty-land , 
warrants 

Applications to purchase mineral lands. . . , 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

8oldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



Total of all classes of entiies and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions ot register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



264 



223 

18 



94 



1 

43 

2 

425 



1,080 



Amount received in certificates of deposit i 
on account of surveys 



3, 635. 24 . 
1,096.86 j. 

122.94 I. 
59,376.52 .. 
[5, 82 Z. 32] . 

[319. 41 j 



64, 231. 56 

32,325.22 
[1, 719. 72] 

13, 95a 26 j 

[160.00] 

120.00 



$2,323 50 
112 50 

376 00 



110, 635. 04 



2,812 00 



$2,050 00 



890 00 

4 00 

3 00 

480 00 

20 00 

1,275 00 

27 00 



4,699 00 



$6,253 06 
5,390 00 

157 78 
14.858 56 
5,823 35 

400 00 



32,882 74 

4,373 50 
112 50 

1,266 00 

400 

3 00 

430 00 

20 00 

1,275 00 

27 00 



40,803 74 



5,117 48 

88 60 

2,644 15 



7,850 23 



1,477 97 
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Statement of buttons* at local land office* during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT BODEB, CAL. 

(The area m brackets Is not included In the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


a a ~.« 1 Commls- 
AmB ' | sions. 


Fees. 


Amonnt. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 
Seles of mineral .lands 


7 

8 

29 

4 


880.00 

6,309.96 

11, 483. 93 

[79D. 40] 






$1,800 00 

15, 905 00 

2,871 05 

879 40 






Original entries under the desert-land act. 






Pinal entt ies under the desert- land act . . . 














Total cash sales 


48 

29 
16 

15 

21 

5 

2 

50 


18,673.89 






20, 955 45 
486 50 


Original homestead entries 


4, 319. 54 
[2, 239. 70] 

1, 680. 00 
3, 285. 14 




$166 50 
84 00 

60 00 


$27tt00 


Final homestead entries 


84 00 


Lands entered und«r the timber-culture 
taws 


115 00 


17R DO 


Land* selected under grants to railroads. . 


41 00 1 41 00 


Applications to purchase mineral lands... 
Mineral protests, ad verse claims 




50 00 1 50 00 






20 00 1 20 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 






150 00 | 150 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


186 


27, 958.57 | 310 50 


658 00 


21,928 95 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










1,964 78 

63 10 

292 50 


Kxpenses of depositing 








Incidental expenses.. *.. . ..... ......... 










i 






Total 










2,320 38 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










200 00 













LAND OFFICE AT HUMBOLDT, CAL. 



Sales of land subject to private entry. 

8alesof land subject to preemption entry, 
fialca of timber and stone lands 


3 
132 
285 

2 

13 
57 
15 


200.00 

19, 783. 88 

44, 123. 45 

85.14 

56.84 

(8, 605. 83] 

[2, 162. 45] 




. 


$250 00 






24, 729 84 






110,308 66 


Sales of mineral lands 






215 00 


Bxcess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 






71 05 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






10, 750 46 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






2,476 00 










Total cash sales 


507 

193 
38 
37 

1 
2 

285 
341 

8 


64, 249. 31 

29,852.22 
[5, 819. 85] 
5,810.10 






148,801 01 


Original homestead entries 


$1, 122 00 
219 00 


$1, 895 00 


3, 017 00 






219 00 
74 00 


State selections, school indemnity 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Applications to purchase timber and stone 


74 00 




10 00 10 00 






6 00 6 00 






'2,850 00 2.850 00 


Preemption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors 1 homestead declara- 






1,023 00 
24 00 


1,023 00 






24 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,412 


99,411.63 


1, 841 00 


5,882 00 


156, 024 01 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 












837 25 


Incidental expenses ... , 










474 50 














Total 










6,811 75 










— — — — 




Amonnt received in certificates of deposit 








169 00 


• 
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246 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of bueinese at local land officet during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Cod tinned. 

LAND OFFICE A:' LOS ANGBLE8, CAL. 

[The area in bracket* is not inoluded in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries. | 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry 

8eies of land subject to preemption entry. 
Sales of timber and stone lands 


1 

137 

28 

1 

83 

36 

2 

45 

1 


164.00 

17,470.01 

3,245.72 

20.00 

488.88 

15, 422. 28 

[440.00] 

[5,918.76] 

[80.00] 






$860 66 

27, 114 49 

8, 114 81 

50 00 










Sales of mineral lands.' 






Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, aud other entries and locations. 






1,491 11 


Original entries under tbe desert-land act. 






8,942 20 
440 00 


Final entries under the desert-land act 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 










9,787 65 
183 06 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales 


334 

562 
85 

265 


86,760.89 
82,639.84 






51,482 96 

10,661 00 
• 667 00 


Original homestead entries 


as mi oo 


$5,300 00 


Final homestead entries 


[12,576.79] 657 00 
40 240. A4 ' 1 4AA 00 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


3,250 00 


A 71A fWk 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


11 80.00 

1, 160 1 185, 333. 52 

58 4- 075. 85 


- 


4 00 a as 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 

State selections, school indemni ty 

State selections, agricultural college 




2,319 00 
106 00 


2,819 06 




106 00 


4 
1 

1 

28 

1 

611 

6 


560.00 


' ***" 




Applications to purchase mineral lands ... 
Applications to purchase coal lands 




10 00 
3 00 


10 06 






8 00 


Applications to purchase timber and stone 
lands 






280 00 

1 00 

1,818 00 

24 00 


280 00 


Applications to purchase Valentine filings. 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

SoMiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 






1 00 






1,818 00 






24 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


3,119 


358,690.24 


7, 478 00 


13, 115 00 


72,075 96 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver ,.....,..., 




1 




6,000 00 
10 50 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses. 










915 00 












Total 










6,925 50 











Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










10,477 09 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT MARY8VILLE, CAL. 

te aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 
riginul eD tries. J 



(The area in brackets is not Included in the 



Class of entry. 


No. I Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Saks of land subject to pre-emption entry. 


72 9.007.71 






$14, 609 90 
25,436 61 
2,085 00 

695 77 


78 
10 

16 


10, 174. 64 
832.98 

116,20 




f 








Bxeess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Kevieed Statutes 


17 2. 574. 62 


1 
| 


4,370 25 
1,456 91 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der ffitrtinn 2 act Jime ifi, 1880 


9 


[703.83] 


' 






Total rash sales - , » , 


202 

170 
125 

1 

1 
4 

2 
9 

78 
173 


20, 221. 53 

25,180.16 
[16, 879. 23] 

40.00 

[160. 00] 
520.00 
280.00 




48,654 44 

3,069 68 
987 49 


Original homestead entries 


$1,424 68 i ai.«» no 


Final homestead entries 


987 49 
4 00 




Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


ft 00 


9 00 


lands entered with military bounty-land 
warranto .... ,.-.., 






Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 

State selections, agricultural college 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 
Amplications to purchase timber and stone 


6 50 


6 50 






90 00 

780 00 
519 00 

51 00 


90 00 






780 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 
ts writing , . - - t . r .,----,--,.,, T - 






519 00 






51 00 













Total ot all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


774 


46,241.69 


2, 416 17 


3,086 50 


54, 157 11 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










5,835 74 
68 35 


Expenses of depositing 










Iacidental expenses 










295 00 














Total 










6,199 09 













Amount received in certificates of deposit 
oa account of surveys 




• 






1,982 78 
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248 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offloee during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT SACRAMENTO, CAL. 

[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



<21ass of entry. 



No. 



Acres. 



Commis- 
sions. 



Fees. 



Amount. 



Bales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 

8ales of land at public auction 

8ales of timber and stone lands , 

Sales of mineral lands I 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- I 

culture, and other entries and looitioni - 
Original entries under the desert-land act . j 
Bo me* tea' I entries commuted to cash nn- | 

der nection 2301, Revised Statutes i 

Homestead entries commuted to cash on- I 

der section 2, act June 15, 1880 ! 



127 

6 

86 

03 

21 
1 



15,440.62 

240.53 ! 
10,820.92 i 
2,864.29 

200.89 
113.85 ! 



[2, 817. 02J . 
[2,060.74] . 



121,537 

' 551 

27,052 

8,636 

515 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries. 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants ' 

Lands selected under grants to railroads . . 

State selections 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Applications to purchase timber and stone 
lands 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre-empi ion declaratory statements 

Soldier**' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amonnt received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and teceiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



346 

381 
203 

2 

353 

6 

62 

1 

86 

3 

599 



83 
I 66 
29,690.10 i , 65,962 92 



4,096 : 
3,548 < 



51,592.07 | $2,599 59 
[26,662.391 1,464 79! 



820.00 

56,350.66 

840.00 



2,044 ' 188, 792. 82 4, 064 38 



$3,355 00 

8 00 

704 48 I 

10 00 I 

620 00 ; 

3 00 , 

860 00 

30 00 

1,782 00 

6 00 

18 00 



7,396 48 



5,954 
l v 464 

8 

704 

10 

620 

3 

860 

30 

1,782 

6 

18 



77,423 78 



6,000 00 
8090 
1,657 50 



7,738 49 



>71 
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ACCOUNTS. 249 

8 i mi*m ent of buHncss at local land offices faring fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

f9he area in brackets la not included in the aggregate by states, having bean aoaonnted for in the 

original entries.] 



Clans of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


tales of land subject to private entry 

SeJesef laud subject to pre-emption entry. 
Bales of tini bar and stone lands 


10 
351 

too 

1 

80 

105 

12 


3,5ia47 

50,168.37 

25,346.33 

20.65 

431.66 

[15,801.68] 

[1,673.80] 






$4,308 10 






78,645 56 






63,365 92 


Oslo* of mineral lands -.-,,, T . T . T 






105 00 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 






2,373 53 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






23,072 42 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






2,356 01 








Total cash sales ....... 


767 

660 
183 

75 


53 
24 

1 

100 
1,157 

20 


70, 485. 48 

05, 204. 05 
[25, 006. 26] 

10, 234. 72 

640.00 
8, Oft). 50 
8, 705. 51 






175,216 54 


Original homestead entries 


$5,317 50 
1,438 50 

300 00 


$6,375 00 

...w.. ...... 

670 00 

20 00 
106 00 


11,602 50 
1,438 50 


Final homestead entries 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
law/ 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 
wart an ta 


070 00 
20 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads . . 
State selections 




106 00 






Applications to purchase mineral lands. .. 
Applications to purchase timber and stone 




10 00 


10 00 






1, 000 00 j 1, 000 00 
8, 450 00 3. 450 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 










60 00 
240 54 


60 00 


Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing 






240 54 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


8,148 


107,441 25 


7,056 00 


12,840 54 


106, 122 08 


salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver ..,..,... . 




i 




6,000 00 


Incidental expenses 




•"*• i 




2,400 00 






• 






Total 








8,400 00 






' 





Amount received in certificates of deposit 
oa account of surreys 




! 




33,304 40 






1 
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250 EEPOET OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT SHASTA, CAL. 

[The area in brackets it not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted far In the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


So. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry 

tales of laud subject to pre-emption entry. 
8ales of timber and stone lands 


12 
82 
61 
16 

13 
11 
2 

6 

7 


1,802.88 

11,006.88 

8,689.0$ 

609.87 

77.10 

6, 271. 78 

[720. OOJ 

[840. 16] 

[808.80] 




/ 


$2,252 92 






19, 142 60 
21,721 71 












1,732 50 
128 28 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations 
Original entries under the desert-land act. 
Final entries under the desert-land act. . . . 










1,567 95 
720 00 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301 Revised Statutes 






1,900 40 
1, 301 13 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2 act June 15, 1880 















210 

288 
105 

10 

1 
92 
19 

1 
15 

61 

2 

829 

1 


28,466.64 

43, 619. 98 
[15,606.06] 

1,245.72 

120.00 

14, 697. 33 

1, 619. 94 

32.75 






50,468 44 




$2,721 80 
959 80 

40 00 


$2,686 00 


5,406 80 
^59 80 




Lands entered under the timber-culture 


85 00 

8 00 
182 46 
38 00 


125 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 


3 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 




182 46 




38 00 


State selections, agricultural college 

Applications to purchase mineral lands. . . 
Applications to purchase timber and stone 








150 00 

610 00 

20 00 

987 00 

8 00 

24 48 


150 00 






610 00 


Mineral protests, adverse claims - , - , T 






20 00 


Preemption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 






987 00 






8 00 


Amount received for reducing testimony 






24 48 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,184 


89,692.21 


3,721 60 


4,787 94 


58,977 98 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 
191 60 
























Total 










6,19160 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending Jnne 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT STOCKTON, CAL. 

(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.} 



Class of entry. • 


No. 

212 
37 
28 

30 

50 

3 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


8slss of land subject to pre-emption entry- . 


29, 417. 14 
,5, 117. 45 
1, 201. 07 

167.07 

[7,401.50] 

[399.21] 






$36,871 48 
12,793 62 
3,757 50 






W*» of mineral lands ..#.....,..,. < . 






Ixetet payments on homestead, timber- 
coKnre, and other entries and locations . . 






208 84 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301 , Revised Statutes 






9,451 88 


Hosiestesd entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






459 04 










Total cash sales 


360 

277 
126 

13 

1 
62 
21 
29 

37 
580 

4 


35,902.73 

40, 812. 03 
[18, 046. 03] 

1,742.78 

[120.00] 
10,019.74 






63,542 31 


Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 


$1, 548 18 
760 87 

52 00 


$2,635 00 


4,183 18 
760 87 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws. 


115 00 
3 00 


167 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


3 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads . . 
State selectiona 




125 50 
42 00 


125 50 


3, 235. 00 


. . 


42 00 


Applications to put chase mineral lands... 
Applications to purchase timber and stone 




290 00 

370 00 
1, 740 00 

12 00 

21 00 


290 00 






370 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 






1,740 00 


Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 


1 


12 00 


Amount received for reducing testimony 
*o writing . . . , , 




21 00 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,510 


91,712.28 


2,361 05 


6,353 50 


71,256 86 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
sad receiver 










6,000 00 
97 70 


Kxpenses of depositing 






















Total 










6,097 70 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










9, 152 42 
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252 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal fear ending June 30, 1885— Con tin nod* - 



LAND OFFICE AT SUSAN VTLLE, CAL. 

negate by i 
I entries.] 



I The are* in bracket* U not Included in the aggregate by state*, haying been aoeonnted for in the 

original entrle * 



Class of entry. 


Na 

84 
18 

4 
2 

8 
33 
14 

12 
180 


Acre* 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


dales of land subject to pre-emption entry. . 


12,272.46 

1,778.11 

620.04 

120.00 

24.87 
6,255.79 
[8, 263. 70] 

[1, 901. 86] 

[800.00] 






$15,340 6* 
4,445 2* 
1,650 67 






Seles of mineral lands 






Sales of Lassen county desert land 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 
Original entries under the desert-land act. . 






150 06 






31 07 






1,563 97 






8,254 70 

2,356 46 

920 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 






Homeetead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2 act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales 


21, 07L 26 

16, 843. 83 
[11,093.11] 

10, 881. 71 
560.48 






29,612 IS 


Original homestead entries - 


m 

72 

87 

8 


6631 39 
415 74 

352 00 


$1,075 00 

740 00 
16 00 

180 00 
1,026 00 

600 

240 00 

11 74 


1,706 39 


Final homestead entries 


415 74 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

State selections 


1,092 00 
16 66 


Applications to purchase timber and stone 


18 
342 

2 

80 




180 M 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declare- 






1,026 00 
6 06 






Lassen county desert declaratory state- 






240 09 


Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing 






11 74 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


900 


49, 357. 28 


1, 399 13 


3,294 74 


34,805 99 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










4,471 16 












136 03 












210 00 














Total 










4,817 18 
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Statement of business at local land offioes during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT VI8ALlA\ CAL. 

(The am in brackets is not incladed in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 

2 
42 

21 

33 

48 
8 

23 

2 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Sales of timber and stone land 


155.41 
5, 822. 37 
1,966.96 

129.87 
26,974.20 






$194 26 






11,370 07 






4, 917 41 

693 96 
6,743 56 
1,481 62 

6, 855 15 

362 67 


Excess payment* on homestead, timber- 
enlture. and otherentries and locations. 






Original entries under the desert-land act.. 
Final entries under the desert-land act. . . . 






[1,481.62] 

[3, 042. 06] 

[160. 00] 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der Motion 2301 , Reviaed Stat utes 







Bomentead en trie* commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 













Total cash sales 


174 

> 294 

48 

126 


35, 048. 31 
44, 144. 69 






32,618 69 

5,6*4 85 
375 50 

1.700 00 


Original homestead entries 


S3 .890 85 




$2,755 00 
...... ...... 


Final hotnentead entries 


[6,514.28]' 375 50 
18. poo lit 1 K04 00 


Lauds entered under the timber-culture 
lavs 


1,205 00 


Final entries nnder the timber-culture laws 


3 1 T4K0. 001 




12 00 12 00 


Land* entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


1 

615 

1 

21 
296 

7 


[120. 00] 

98, 258. 90 

160.00 




3 00 

1,229 00 

2 00 

210 00 
888 00 


3 00 


Lamia «-lected under grants to railroads . . 
State selections 




1,229 00 
2 00 


Applications to purchase timber and stone 




210 00 


Preemption declaratory statements. 

Soldiers* and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 






888 00 






21 00 ' 21 00 


Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing 






41 00 j 41 00 




1 






Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,586 ' 196,611.06 


3,779 35 


6, 366 00 | 42, 764 04 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 


| 






5, 770 20 


Expenses of depositing 








73 85 




1 






335 00 




I 








Total 


! 1 




6, 179 05 










Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 


; 






7,747 89 




!"•—•-•- 
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-254 REPORT OP COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Statement of business atlooal land offices during fiscal year ending June'3Q, 1885 — Continued 
LAND OFFICE AT CENTRAL CITY, COLO. 

[The area in bracket* is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 



No. 



Sales of land subject to preemption entry. ' 

Sales of mineral lands 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- . 

culture, and other entries and locations . . 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- , 

der section 230 1 , Revised Statutes ; 



37 
197 



Total cash sales 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture ; 
laws 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 

Total of all classes of entries and | 
amount received therefrom 



245 

50 
19 

19 
185 

19 
224 



Acres. ' 

5.67L65 I 
1, 723. 39 I 

17.07 | 

[950. 25] , 



Commis- 
sions. 



7,412.11 

9,198.34 
[2, 799. 12] 

2,560.04 



410 33 
116 98 



76 00 



Fees. { Amount. 



$7,489 54 
6,930 00 



21 32 
1, 187 81 



$585 00 



771 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total 



Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



8ALKH OP UTK INDIAN LANDS. 

Ule filings 

Mineral applications 



170 00 

1,850 00 

190 00 

672 00 

3 00 



19, 170. 49 i 



603 31 



3, 470 00 



15,628 67 

995 33 
116 98 

246 00 

1,850 00 

190 00 

672 00 

3 00 



19,701 98 



4, 774 64 

23 20 

1,460 10 



6,257 94 



25 

7 ! 



Total 



32 



75 00 
70 00 



145 00 



110 00 



75 00 
70 00 



145 00 



LAND OFFICE AT DEL NORTE, COLO. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry 

Sales of mineral lauds 

Sales of coal lands 

Excess payuieuts on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-colture 
laws 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 

Applications tapurchase coal lands 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements , 



6, 905. 44 
411.93 
40.00 

67.07 

[1, 362. 19] 

[160. 00] 



$8,631 78 

2,047 50 

800 00 

83 84 

1,679 79 

184 00 



117 



63 ! 



105 
21 



7,424.44 ' ; 13,426 91 



14, 215. 98 $534 00 

[9, 429. 65] 355 50 ! 



$910 00 I 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom | 1, 048 

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register \ 

and receiver * 

Expenses of depositing I 

Incidental expenses 



15,675.47 I 



420 00 



37,315 89 



Total 



995 00 

210 00 

27 00 

50 00 

1,884 00 

3 00 



1,309 50 



4, 079 00 



1,444 00 
355 50 

1, 415 00 

210 00 

27 00- 

50 00 

1,884 00 

8 00 



18,815 41 



4,752 02 

990 

415 00 



5, 176 w 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAN!) OFFICE AX DENVER, COLO. 

[The um In brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for In the 

original entries.) 



Class of entry. 



No. 



Acres. 



Commis- 
sions. 



Fees. 



Amount. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to preemption entry . 

Sales of mineral lands 

Excess psymenta on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Hoaeetesd entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



46 

848 

7 

70 I 

50 

4 



7, 187. 26 

61, 425. 34 

61.81 



[7, 420. 43] i . 
[600. 00] I . 



$8,984 08 

76, 205 69 

330 00 

461 35 

12, 138 24 

833 00 



Total cash sales. 



Original homestead entries i 

Final homestead entries I 

Lauds entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws 
Lands entered with military bounty -land 

warrants ' 

Lands selected under grants to railroads . . 
8tste selections, agricultural college — 
Applications to purchase mineral lands . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors 1 homestead deolara- 



524 i 

481 ; 
137 

965 : 

i : 

1 1 
90 ; 
35 ; 

5 . 

6 I. 
1,448 ;. 



58,907.34 I 98,942 86 



73,663.01 
[19, 433. 37] | 

148,674.80 I 
[80.0011 

16a 00 

14,252.08 

5,60L50 



+4,259 61 
1,084 94 

8,860 00 



$4,625 00 i 



9, 370 00 

4 00 t 



4 00 

178 15 



8,884 61 
1,084 94 

13,230 00 
4 00 

4 00 
178 15 



50 00 

18 00 

4,329 00 



50 00 

18 00 

4,329 00 



tory statements 


18 ; 






54 00 


54 00 


Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


3,706 | 


301, 258. f 3 


9,204 55 


18,632 15 


126, 779 06 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register , 


, 


1 






6,000 00 


Incidental expenses 




. 




1 


2,400 00 


1 










Total 


1 


1 




1 


8,400 00 



Amount received In certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



1,486 00 



LAND OFFICE AT DURANGO, COLO. 



SsJea of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Sabs of Und at public auction 

Sales of mineral lauds 

Sales of coal lands 

Kxeest payments on homestead, timber- 
eulture, and other entries ami locations. 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 



Total cash sales. 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Landa entered under the timber- culture 
laws 

State selections, agricultural college 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Mineral protests, ad verae claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register , 

and receiver 

Ixpensesof depositing ! 

Incidental expenses j 



34 

213 

165 

2 



422 



55 
11 



4 
50 



17 
116 



848 



5, 078. 37 



1,794.67 i 
160.00 > 



6.30 . 
[761. 60 1 1 . 



7,039.34 I. 



I 



8, 675. 79 
[1,467.11] 

632.93 
7,353.68 



$327 00 
55 50 

16 00 



23,701.74 



398 50 



Total. 



Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



$550 00 
40 00 



1,390 00 
87 00 
170 00 
848 00 

15 00 



2,600 00 



$6,347 99 
2, 203 70 
8,560 00 
1,600 00 

7 86 

900 00 



19, 619 55 



877 00 
55 50 



56 00 



1,390 00 
87 00 
170 00 
348 00 

15 00 



22,618 05 



3,807 14 
40 00 
568 80 



4, 415 94 



1,351 27 
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256 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of bueinese at local land offices during fiscal yeat ending June 30, 1386— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT GUNNISON, COLO. 

(The area In brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Sales of mineral lands 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

Applications to purchase mineral lands. .. 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and reoeiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total 



No. 



Acres, 



056.42 
445.25 



80.00 



1 
8 
87 



1.401.67 

2, 439. 47 
[100. 00] 

719. 52 



191 



Commis- 
sions. 



$93 00 
6 00 



Fees. 



$155 00 



45 00 

630 00 

3 00 

80 00 
111 00 



4,560.66 | 



119 00 | 1, 024 00 



Amount. 



$1, 195 63 
2,360 00 

100 00 

3,655 58 

248 00 
6 00 

65 00 

630 00 

3 00 

80 00 
111 00 



4,798 52 



Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



UTK INDIAN LANDS. 



Pre-emption entries . 

Mineral land 

Coal land 



186 
61 

1 



Total cash sales 



Pre-emption filings 

Coal filings 

Mineral filings 

Mineral protests . . . 



248 

760 
38 
43 

8 



Total entries 1,097 



28,207.89 

1, 222. 41 

80.00 



29, 510. 30 



29,510.30 ! 



2,280 00 

114 00 

430 00 

80 00 



2,904 00 



5,749 00 

68 35 

1,320 00 



7,137 35 



919 72 



35,258 81 
4, 512 50 
1,600 00 



41,371 81 

2,280 00 

114 00 

430 00 

80 00 



44,275 31 



LAND OFFICE AT LAKE CITF, COLO. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 


19 
105 


2,652.02 
1,285.50 






$3, 815 02 




5,745 00 










124 
5 


3,937.52 
747. 71 






9,060 02 
78 50 






028 50 


$50 00 




[820. 00] 12 00 


12 00 


Applications to purchase mineral lands . .- 


93 

5 

89 


930 00 

50 00 

267 00 

8 00 


930 00 






60 00 


Pre empt ion declaratory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 






267 00 
3 00 














Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


818 


4,685.23 


40 50 


1,800 00 


1 10,400 52 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










2,408 68 












251 66 












470 00 














Total.... -,- 










8,190 12 













Digitized by 



Google 



ACCOUNTS, 



2' 



>< 



Statmeut of buriaee* at local land offiofi during fiscal year ending June 30, 1&85 — Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT LEADVILLE, COLO. 

[The area In brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, baring been accounted for in the 

original entries.} 



Class of entry. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

gales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 

Sal** of mineral labd* . 

liees* payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 

Homestead entries commuted to oash un- 
drr section 2301. Revised Statutes 



No. 



12 
75 
320 



Acres. 

1, 800. 00 I 
10,420.01 ' 
6,892.41 I 

16.96 

fl, 115. 21}! 



Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 















Amount. 

$2,250 00 
13, 037 38 
22,907 50 

21 21 

1, 394 01 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 
Uwrs 

Applications to purchase mineral lands. .. 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

SoUier»* and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 

Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

incidental expenses 



Total 



T7t* Indian lands . . 
Tte Indian filings . 



Total entries and amounts. 



49 
15 | 
I 
21 j 
251 

i ; 

40 ; 



19, 139. 28 I . 

7, 708 47 
[2,399.69] 
I 
2, 748. 59 » 



$291 00 | 
90 00 

84 00 



$485 00 



39, 670 06 



776 00 
90 00 



180 00 


264 00 


2,510 00 


2, 510 00 


8 00 


3 00 


400 00 


400 00 


864 00 


864 00 



21 00 



1,092 



29, 596. 34 



465 00 



4,463 00 



8 I 
10 . 



480. 00 



13, 



480.00 



21 00 



44, 598 05 



6,000 00 

48 90 

j, 300 00 



7,348 90 



600 00 
80 00 



630 00 



LAND OFFICE AT PUEBLO, COLO. 



Sake of land subject to private entry . . . . j 99 29, 317. 42 

Sales of land sit bject to preemption entry . . 211 29, 599. 73 

Sslas of mineral lands ; 26 | 817.29 

Kxcrss payments on homestead, timber- i 

culture, and other entries and locations . . t 43 219. 83 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 

der section 23 j1, Revised Statutes I 32 j [4, 813. 77} 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- ' i 

<ier section 2, act June 15, 1880 i 7! '[797.131 



t 



Total cash sales . 



418 ! 



Original homestead entries 355 j 

Fiaal homestead entries ] 148 \ 

lands entered under the timber-culture \ \ 

lawa 200 j 

Fiaal entries under theJLimbfr-culture laws. 1 | 

Stale selections, school indemnity ' 262 < 

Btatr selections, agricultural college { 255 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . 29 . 

Applications to purchase coal lands | 16 I 

Mineral protests, adverse claims i 7 

Pre-emption declaratorv statements 957 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



59, 454. 27 

54. 201. 45 
(22, 249. 73] 

29, 136. 99 

[16*». 00] 

41.853.56 

40, 78R 89 



$36,647 80 

39, 134 64 

1,405 00 

274 80 

6,380 17 

900 OH 



$2,058 06 
844 50 | 

800 00 i 



$3, 435 00 



1, 870 00 

4 00 

524 00 



84,743 39 

5, 493 06 
844 50 

2.670 00 

4 00 

524 00 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

aadreceiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



aaeost received in certificates of deposit 
en account of surreys 



290 00 

48 00 

70 00 

2,871 00 

18 00 



2,654 



I I 

225, 437. 16 8, 702 56 9, 180 00 



290 00 

48 00 

70 00 

2.871 00 

18 00 



97.575 95 



6,000 00 

67 20 

2,197 77 



62941 P 
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258 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Statement of business at local landoffioes during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued" 

LAND OFFICE AT GLEN WOOD SPRINGS, COLO. 

[The are* in brackets it not included in the aggregate by states, fearing been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry 

Stiles of mineral lands 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 


43 
21 

5 


6, 414. 06 
246.80 

24.51 




$8,017 56 
1, lu7 50 










30 63 


i 








69 
35 


6,685.37 

5,364.17 
196.39] 

4, 835. 27 







9,155 09 
542 50 




$202 50 
4 50 

148 00 


$340 00 




2 

37 
37 

1 
19 
150 

1 
351 


4 50 


Lauds entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

Applications to purchase mineral lands. . . 
Application* to purchase coal lauds 


310 00 
370 00 
8 00 
190 00 
450 00 

3 00 


458 00 

370 00 

3 00 






190 00 


Preemption declaratory statements 

Soldiers 1 ami sailors' homestead Ueclara- 






450 00 




3 00 




16, 884. 81 






Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


355 00 


1,666 00 


11,176 69 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver. 










3,401 10 
150 50 












2,404 25 












Total 










0,045 85 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 










3,196 97 












UTB INDIAN LANDS. 


20 
7 
14 


2, 957.' 03 

64.36 

2, 199. 94 






3,697 40 
345 00 








Coal . * 






21,990 40 












41 

2 
247 
25 


5,222.23 






26,041 80 

















738 00 
75 00 


738 00 
75 00 


Coal tilings +. 










Total entries 


313 


5,222.23 




813 00 


26,85*80 







LAND OFFICE AT ABERDEEN, 


DAK. 






Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. . 


966 


151, 934. 13 






$189, 915 36 






1 00 


Excffts payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other eutH« s and locations.. 


124 
448 

1 


478.73 

[70, 890. 25] 

(162.84) 






508 60 


Homi-Htend entries commuted to cash un- 
der Hection 2801, Kc\iai d Statutes ...... 






88,541 08 
186 00 


HoraeMiend entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales .., 


1,539 

1,081 
66 

1,558 

21 
1,454 

142 


152,412.86 

170, 929. 26 
[10,335.161 

247, 647. 94 

2,040.00 






279,242 04 


Original homestead entries 


$4,288 00 
261 00 

6,232 00 


$10,730 00 

15, 525 00 

66 00 
2,908 00 

284 00 


18,016 60 
261 00 




Lund* entered under the timber culture 

law* 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 


21,757 00 
66 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

8oldi«rM' and sailors' homestead declare- 




2,908 00 
284 00 














Total of all classes of entries and 
amount i ecei red therefrom 


5,861 


578, 030. 06 


10,781 00 


29, 518 00 


819, 536 04 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 
199 40 






















3,397 50 












Total 


1 


1 


9,597 90 




1 ••* 






Am ount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surreys 






1 


19,706 86 




>, 
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8Utment of butineta at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Continued. 
LAND OFFICE AT BISMARCK, DAK. 

[Tne tret In brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entiles.} 



Class of entry. > No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount 


1 
8ales of Isnd subject to pre-emption entry 1 151 
Eiota pa>mentH on h"mt stead, timber- | 
culture, and other entries and locations. • 67 


23,350.41 

2*3.27 
1, 920. 00 

[5.591.92] 






$42,116 05 
549 43 












480 00 


Hssjai lead < utries commuted to cash un- 
der section l'3ol , Revised Statutes 

Total cash sales , , . 


36 






11,965 63 


257 


25, 553. 68 

105, 103 22 
[9, 5ft0. 18] 

114, 617. 89 
[80.00] 

280.00 
40.00 






55,111 11 

11,416 75 
470 88 


Orif in a) homestead * ntrb* s 


667 
62 

725 
1 

2 

1 
2 


$4,801 75 
470 89 

2,896 00 


$6,615 00 




Lstid» mteied under the timber-culture 

law- 

Final entries under the timbor-rultnre lawn. 


7, 205 00 
4 00 

7 00 
1 00 


10, 101 00 
4 00 


Laud* i uti red with military bounty-hind 
variant* 




7 00 


Land* eutered with Valentine scrip 

Laa<U eiitced with Sioux half breed acrip. 




1 00 


12o. 04) 






Laa<ia i-uti red with Israel Dodge acrip ... i 


80.00 
672,534.49 









Land* elected under jtrantH to tailroads.. 

ApphVatiotiM to pni chase coal lands 

Yalrbtine tilings 

Pi e-« motion ri« claratory statements 

Soldier* and sailors' homeatead declara- 
tory atai emeu ts 


4,202 

1 

1 

825 

29 




8,406 68 
2 00 
1 00 

1,648 00 

58 00 


8,406 68 
2 00 








1 00 






1,648 00 






58 Oft 












Total of all elssaes of entries and 
amount received t herefrom 


6,777 


918,328 78 


8,168 64 


23,947 68 


87,227 43 


Salariea, fees, and commissions of regis- 
ter and reeei ver 










6,000 00 
76 60 


Kxpenae* ««f de|»ositing 




















8,597 14 












Total 










9,673 74 


AaMoot received in certificates of deposit 


















38,944 00 











LAND OFFICE AT DEVIL'3 LAKE. DAK. 



flalraof land anbjectto pie-emption entry 
Ixr»*i pax men tit on homeatead, timber- 


657 
30 
122 


87, 653. 77 


1 


$109, 782 15 
131 25 


102.70 
fl». 548. 121 






HoiiMilrad e» tiies commuted t*» caah un- 
der arctiou 2301, Revised Statutes 






24, 169 64 








Total cash sales 


709 

422 

8 

910 

1 

4 

1,222 

18 


87,756.47 
66,156.59 







134,083 04 


Original homestead entries 


■1.663 62 


$4, 165 00 


5, 828 62 




(1,106. 40 J 20 00 


29 00 


Land* enteted under the timber-culture 
lav* ... 


143, 399. 13 
160.00 


3,640 00 


9,025 00 

4 00 

8 00 

2,416 00 

86 00 


12,665 00 


tsada entered with military bounty -land 
varrama 


4 00 


ApphVaitohs to purehaae coal lands 

Preemption declsratory statementa 

8sidiem' and aaiiora' homestead declara- 




8 00 






2,416 00 
86 00 




_ 




Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received t bereft om 


8,294 


297, 472. 19 


5,332 62 


15, 654 00 


155,069 66 


fislarle*. fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 


Kxaeojo-a of depositing.. 










102 85 












2,670 31 












Total 











8,773 16 
20,824 15 


Assent received in certificates of deposit 


— 


— — ' 


===== 
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260 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement ofburiness at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1883 — Coutioued. 
LAND OFFICE AT DEADWOOD, DAK. 

(The area in bracket* is not included in the aggregate by state*, having been accounted for in tbe 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

8sles of mineral lands 

Excess payments on homestead, timber* , 
cult a i e. and other entries and locations. 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 



No. 



196 
29 



Acres. 



Commis- 
sions. 



Fees. 



12 j 
86 | 



29,930.87 ;. 
660.77 |. 

41.06 , 

[5,394.46] . 



Total cash sales. 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 



Lands entered with Valentine scrip 

Applications to purchase mineral lands. .. 

Valentine tilings 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



273 , 

275 ! 

«l 

403 

2 

28 

1 

4 
875 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 1, 959 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 1 

and receiver | 

Expenses of depositing ? 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



Amount received in certificates of deposit ' 
on account of surveys '. 



30,632.70 

42,694.53 , 

[15.086.08j 

61, 850. 16 • 
80.00 



Amount. 

$37,413 60 
2,170 60 

51 33 

6,727 22 



$1, 076 00 | $2, 705 00 
378 62 



1,612 00 



135, 266. 39 I 3, 066 62 



3, 910 00 

2 00 

280 00 

1 00 

40 00 

1,750 00 

4 00 



8,692 06 



46,862 14 

8,781 00 
378 62 

6,522 00 

2 00 

280 00 

1 00 

40 00 

1,750 00 

4 00 



58,120 76 



6,000 00 
630 86 
914 50 



7,554 36 



1,270 00 



LAND OFFICE AT FARGO, DAK. 



8alcs of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- ! 
culture, and other entries and locations. .1 

ilomestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 230 1 , Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act of June 15, 1880 



749, 116,651.57 



78 



Original homestead entries ' 1,030 | 

Final homestead entries 517 ( 

T^auds entered under the timber-culture , i 

laws -• — , ! 8*2 

Final ent ries under the timber-culture laws. 5 
Landx entered with military bounty land , 

warrants i 49 

Lands entered with agricultural-college 

scrip 2 

Lands entered with private land scrip 12 

Land h selected under grants to railroads. . 6, 271 

Pre emption declaratory statements 859 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declare 

tory statements 15 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

E xpenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



10,699 



Total. 



Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



401. 15 | 

[41,351.22] 

[240. 00] 



Total cash sales 1,092 | 117,052.72 



160. 087. 02 
179, 267. 92) 
I 
132,338.33 
[680. 00 J . 

3, 720. 00 ' . 

[320. 00] . 
640.00 . 
118, 159. 21 



$8, 695 43 
3. 445 54 

3,388 00 | 



$10,115 00 



$178,886 41 

2,308 63 

61,557 78 

578 00 



531, 997. 28 | 18, 528 97 



8,440 00 
20 00 

152 00 

800 

24 00 

1, 476 97 

i, 718 00 

30 00 



21,983 07 



243,325 82 

16,810 48 
3,445 54 

11,828 00 
20 00 

152 00 

8 00 

24 00 

1,476 07 

1,718 00 

80 00 



278,888 76 



6,000 00 

176 75 

4,071 00 



10,847 75 



117, 000 35 
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Skfcwuntof business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Con tinned* 

LAND OFFICE AT GRAND FORKS, DAK. 

[The area in brackets ia not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in that 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Iicew payments on homestead, timb^r- 


1,036 

52 

305 

11 


158, 999. 00 

277.18 

[47, 724. 52] 

[1,672.00] 




$198,749 13 






346 50) 


Homrstead entries comrouied to cask tin- 






59,611 81 


Homt-siead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






1,943 10 










4*otal cash sales 


1,404 

756 
29flT 


159, 276. 18 

117,661.44 
[36, 084. 83] 

129,630.34 
1160. 00] 

840.00 
120.00 
40.00 






260,650 54 


Original homestead entries 


$2, 945 67 


$7,435 00 


10, 380 67 




906 00 
3,364 00 


906 00 


Laatla entered under the timber-culture : 

laws [ 841 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws. 1 


8,190 00 
4 00 


11,554 00 
4 00 


Laoils entered with military bounty-land j 
warrants j 8 




28 00 


28 60 


Lands entered with Valentine scrip 3 

Laods entered with Ihi acl Dodge scrip . . . i 1 
Pre-emption declaratory statements 1.239 








i 00 i i 00 




2, 472 00 j 2, 472 00 


Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 


7 






14 00 ; 14 00) 


Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
sad receiver ... . 








4,489 


407, 567. 96 


7, 215 67 


18, 144 00 


286, 010 21 










6, 000 <0 


ExpeiiseH of depositing ' 








153 40 










5,556 50 


Total 













. 1 




11,709 90 


Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 





















4,690 00 













LAND OFFICE AT HURON, DAK. 



Sslss of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Competitive bids 


2,275 


354, 415. 56 






$443, 020 52 
1 00 






Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other eutriea and locations. 


114 

1,156 

3,545 

1,600 
214 

1,275 

29 


533.30 
[181,128.31] 






666 70 


Heawntead entries commuted to cash uu- 
ttsr section 2301, Revised Statutes 






226,410 77 










Total cash sales 


354, 94a 86 

247,891.24 
[34, 168. 07] 

201,475.72 

2,480.00 






670, 099 06 
21 £47 97 




$6,197 97 
854 27 

5,096 00 


$15,650 CO 




854 27 


Leads entered under the timber-culture 

isws 

Lands entered with military bounty land 
warrants 


12,680 00 

91 00 
3,038 00 

178 00 


17, 776 00 
91 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' snd sailors' homestead declara- 


1,520 







3, 038 00 


89 






178 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


8,272 


80*, 795. 92 


12, 148 24 


31,637 00 


713, 884 82 


Marie*, free, and commissions of register 








6,000 00 












8,960 00 













Total 


| 




14,960 00 













▲mount received in certificates of deposit 








105, 896 40 
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262 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Statement of business at local land office during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Continued. 
LAND OFFICE AT MITCHELL, DAK. 

(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original en tries. J 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homesteads, timber- 


789 
89 

616 
10 


106, 061. 08 

108.70 

[08, 821. 78] 

[1,600.00] 






$132; 676 44 
248 42 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






117, 277 29 
1,860 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 16, 1880 














Total cash sales 


1, 404 106- 23B. 7H 






251,062 15 


Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 


664 

784 

781 
54 

7 

1 
712 

10 


102, 675. 02 
[128,508.45J 

121,102.01 
[7,327.86] 

760.00 

160.00 


62,564 84 
3,087 60 

3,124 00 


$6,490 00 


9/054 34 
8,087 69 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 


7,665 00 
216 00 

28 00 

4 00 
1,418 00 

20 00 


10,789 00 
216 00 




Lauds entered with military bounty-land 
warrants .' 




28 00 


Lauds entered with agricultural-college 
scrip 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




4 00 




1,418 00 
20 00 














Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


4,417 


830, 047. 71 


8,776 08 


15,836 00 


276, 574 18 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing 










832 75 


Incidental expenses - 










6,729 82 














Total 










12,062 66 













LAND OFFICE AT WATERTOWN, DAK. 



Sales of lsnd subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber* 


751 
74 

428 
11 


118,597.12 

261.62 

65, 952. 32 

[1, 679. 75) 






$142.804 76 
221 62 






Homestead entiles commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revlned Statutes 






82,240 27 
2,246 69 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales ' 


1,264 

995 

862 

804 
1 

11 

1 
918 

82 


113,858.74 

15I.3A1.92 
[135,225.50] 

125,032.75 
[160.00] 

1, 320. 37 
40.00 






228,723 22 


Original homestead entries .*. . . 


$4,044 90 
3,974 86 

3, 216 00 


$9,620 00 


18,664 99 


Pinal homestead enti ies . • 


8,974 86 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
lawn • 


7,905 00 
4 00 

41 00 

1 00 

1,838 00 

64 00 


11, 121 00 
4 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 




41 00 


Lands entered with Israel Dodge scrip . . . 

Pre-emption declaratory statements. 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 




I 00 




1,828 00 
64 00 














Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


4,888 


391,618.78 


11,235 76 


19,473 00 


259.432 09 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 
156 00 












Incidental expenses 










4,225 00 














Total 










10,281 0$ 










Amount received in certificates of deposit 










8,142 29 














SIOUX INDIA* LANDS. 


13 








8,908 22 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending Jun&'SQ, 1885 — Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT YANKTON, DAK. 

[Tbe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber* 


361 
45 

282 
10 


i 

48,723.27 

216.08 

[42,229.26] 

[1,506.63] 






$61, 004 18 
270 14 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301 Revised Statutes 






62,636 28 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






1,743 29 








Total rash sales 


698 

864 
655 

355 
99 

5 
467 

5 


48,939.36 

54, 017. 78 
[103, 669. 66] 

51,772.67 
[12,799.70] 

1720.00] 






115,663 79 




$1, 350 49 
2,591 77 

1.416 00 


$3,445 00 

8,335 00 
328 00 

18 00 
928 00 

10 00 


4, 795 49 




2,691 77 


Lauds entered unUer the timber-culture 
U«ra 


4,751 00 




828 00 


Linds entered with military bounty -land 




18 00 


Pie-etnption declaratory statements. 

SoldJera' and sailors' homestead deolara- 




928 00 






10 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


2,648 


154, 729. 70 


5,368 26 


8,064 00 


129, 076 06 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 


Incidental expenses 










1,800 00 














Total 










7,800 00 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










20 00 















LAND OFFICE AT GAINESVILLE, FLA. 



Bales of land subject to private entry. . . . 

Sales of laud subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead timber* 

culture. an>l other entries and locations. . 


961 
105 

179 

263 

82 


85,897.37 
10, 900. 54 

679.52 

f32, 40L 48] 

[8, 514. 92] 






$107,375 22 
14,225 86 

1,384 69 

42,685 89 










Homestead entries commoted to cash un- . 
der section 23»1. Revised Statutes 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act Jane 15, 1880 






9,803 22 










Total cash sales 


1,580 

1,367 
605 

11 
83 

4? 

14 

35 

306 

12 


97,477.43 

175,563.45 
[68,356.09] 

1,218.54 
2, 814. 84 

1, 913. 26 
2, 160. Ul 
1,87a 02 






175,374 88 
16,258 43 


Original homestead entries 


$4,659 73 
1,459 24 


$11,698 70 


Final homestead entries 


1,459 24 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


34 50 


84 60 


Lands entered with John Huertles scrip . 
Lands entered with Charles F. gibbald 

scrip 

8ta|e selections, swamp indemnity 

Private land grant selections ( Arredendo). 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 














28 00 

""erii'oo" 

24 00 


28 00 




612 00 






24 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


3,981 


282,515.55 


6,01«97 


12,397 20 


193, 791 06 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing 










44 90 


Incidental expenses 










4, 887 00 












Total 










10 941 90 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










70 00 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— CoDtinued. 

LAND OFFICE AT BOISfi CITY, IDAHO. 

[The area in brackets is not Included in the aggregate by states, haying been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sion*. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre emption entry. 


55 
5 

4 

60 
11 

7 

141 

167 
86 

97, 

4 

1 

219 


7,353.35 
26.91 

17.42 
16, 304. 99 




$9. 191 71 






140 00 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 






21 79 


Original en tries under i he desert-land act.. 






4,076 29 


[2, 179. 86] 
[1,101.70] 






2,179 86 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301. Revised Statutes 






1,377 18 










Total cash Bales 


23, 702. 67 

25, 107. 02 
[5, 345. 29] 

11,399.01 






16,966 78 

2,558 00 
204 06 


Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 


$948 00 
204 06 

388 00 


$1, 610 00 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


775 00 

40 00 

3 00 

645 00 


1,163 00 


Applications to purchase mineral lands. . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 


40 00 






3 09 






645 Of 








Total of all clashes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


665 


60,20*70 


1,540 06 


3,073 00 


21,59*84 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 








3,093 79 












175 30 


Incidental expenses 










800 00 














Total 










3,569 09 













LAND OFFICE AT HAILET, IDAHO. 



Ssles of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Sales of mineral lands 


30 
64 
46 

7 

97 

6 


4, 023. 71 
1,222.32 






$5,029 88 






5,887 50 
1,278 00 


Sales of town lots 






Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations.. 


23.05 
25,944.90 
[1, 345. 91] 

[200.00] 






28 81 


Original entries under the desert-land act . . 






6,486*7 
1,845 91 

250 00 


Final entries under the desert-land act 






Homestead entries commuted to cash under 
section 2301, Revised Statutes 


2 
















Total cash sales 


252 

117 
3 

67 
59 
41 
9 
224 

10 


31.213.96 

18,181.23 

[480. 00] 

8,99697 






20,306 37 

1,838 50 
18 00 


Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 


$688 60 
18 00 

268 00 


$1, 150 00 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . 

Application* to purchase town lots 

Mineral protect*, adverse claims 

Pre-emption declaratory statements. 

Soldieis' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 


580 00 
590 00 
123 00 
90 00 
672 00 

30 00 


848 00 
860 09 






113 Of 






90 90 






•72 90 
80 06 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


782 


58,392.18 


974 50 


8,235 00 


24, 515 87 


Salaries, fe«*s, and commissions of register 
and receiver '. 










3,750 00 


Incidental expenses 




* 






600 00 




l 








Total 


1 1 




4,850 00 













Digitized by 



Google 



ACCOUNTS. 265 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT LE^ISTON, I0AHO. 

[The area in bracket* is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. ' 


No. 

120 
16 
30 
4 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations . 


16, 509. 87 

91.03 

[4, 417. 05] 

[492. 20] 






$21, 114 21 






128 18 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






5,520 97 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






522 47 










Total cash sales ... 


170 

151 
78 

51 
5 
5 


16, 600. 90 
22, 803. 80 


! 


27,285 83 


Original homestead entries 


*A23 aft 


$1, 460 00 


2,383 38 




[12, 288. 78] **s <ut 


485 08 


Lands entered uudor the timber-culture 

laws 

Applications to purchase mineral lands ... 


6,138.42 


204 00 


425 00 
50 00 
50 00 

984 00 

3 00 


629 00 
50 00 






50 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 


328 

1 






984 00 






3 00 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1 
789 | 45, 543. 12 


1, 612 46 


2,972 00 


31, 870 29 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










4,245 14 
47 40 


Expenses of depositing 










IneMeotal expenses 










306 00 










Total 










4,598 54 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










1, 278 73* 















LAND OFFICE AT OXFORD, IDAHO. 



Seles of land subject to pre-emption entry . 
Exeees payments on homestead, timber- 
cult or**, and dther entries and locations. . 
Original entries under the desert-land act- 
Final entries under the desert-laud act . . . 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301 , Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 
law* .\ 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements r 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and reeeivw 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



40 

17 

182 

16 

5 

1 



261 



290 
93 



157 
503 



1,308 



5,648.84 



72.07 {. 
48,915.84 '. 
[4,578.63] 

689.18 . 

i 

[160.00] 



54,636.75 . 

44, 401. 68 I 
[14,632.17] 



$1,690 50 
552 00 



21, 720. 61 | 628 00 



$2,820 00 



1, 410 00 
1,309 00 



12 00 



120,759.04 I 2,870 50 5,751 00 



I 



67,061 06 

90 09 
12,229 06 
4,559 22 

861 47 

184 00 



24,984 89 

4,510 50 
552 09 

2,038 00 
1,509 00 

12 00' 



33,606 89 



6,891 18 
89 20 
180 90 

6, 161 28 
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Statement ofbuHnese at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT DBS MOINES, IOWA. 

(The area in bracket* is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 

7 
6 

2 

4 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pri vate'entry 

8ales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Exoeas payment* on homestead, timber- 

culture, aud other entile* aud locations. . 


0.88 
55a 85 

3.30 

[360. 00] 




$952 20 






998 57 






54 IS 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der nection 2301, Revised Statutes 






650 00 










Total cash sales 


19 

24 
36 

63 
17 
40 
17 


563.03 

1,434.76 
12.411.27] 

8, 647. 43 
[1,45*7.63] 
6, 014. 14 






2,654 90 
174 20 


Original homestead entries 


964 20 
109 49 

252 00 
i 


$110 00 


Final homestead entries 


109 49 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


845 00 
68 00 
79 00 
84 00 

103 00 


597 00 


Final entries under the timber-culture laws. 
Lands selected under grants to railroaus . . 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing 


68 00 
79 00 




84 00 






103 00 


Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


215 


11,659.36 


425 69 


739 00 


8,819 59 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










1,545 78 
75 
























Total 










1.546 53 















LAND OFFICE AT CONCORDIA. KANS. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


68 

2 

24 

14 


6.982.92 

16.78 

[2.470.68] 

[1.795.48] 






$8.553 28 
20 91 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes . . ... 






8,888 29 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






2,544 35 






♦ 


Total cash sales 


108 

131 
458 

93 
49 

1 
73 
81 


6,999.65 

14, 645. 01 
[62, 913. 89] 

10, 469. 66 
[5, 840. 29] 

160.00 
11,611.19 






15,956 78 
1,406 09 


Original homestead entries 


$411 09 
1,730 94 

872 00 


$995 00 


Finnl homestead entries 


1,780 94 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 

lawa 

Fiusl entries under the timber-culture laws . 


730 00 
196 00 

4 00 
145 00 
162 00 


1,102 00 
196 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 




4 00 


Lands aelected under grants to railroads . . 




145 00 


Pie-emption declaratory statements 




162 00 






Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


994 


48,885.50 


2,514 08 


2,232 00 


20,702 81 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










4,241 14 
10 50 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses 










712 10 














Total 










5,063 74 
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Statement of burin* $ at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1835 — Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT GARDEN CITY, KANS. 

(The are* in bracket* Is not inoluded in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries. J 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 

21,683.36 

840.10 

[3,714.19] 

[2, 799. 34] 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Seles of land nubjeot to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


140 
117 
24 
18 




$28,636 86 
645 85 






flutneatrad entries commuted to cash un- 
der station 2301 Revised Statutes 






5,965 46 


Homestead entries commufe-d to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






8,258 54 












299 

2,467 
b9 

2,838 
2,091 

252 


22,023.46 
890, 690. 86 






88,501 70 


Original homestead entries 


$12, 146 60 
554 95 

11,852 00 


$24, 575 00 

28,845 00 
4,182 00 

504 00 


36,721 60 


Final homestead entries 

Land* entered under the timber-culture 
laws 

Pr* -emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers* and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 


[13,017.95] 
452,025.76 


554 95 

89,697 00 
4,182 00 

504 00 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


8,086 


864,789.58 


24,053 55 


57,606 00 


120, 161 25 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing 










169 50 


Incidental expenses . .T. 










1,237 50 














Total 










7,407 00 












Osage trust and diminished reserve 

Osage tiling 


188 
2,572 


21, 852. 75 




5,14400* 


16,433 61 
6,144 00 










Total 


2,710 


21,852.75 




6,144 00 


21, 677 61 









LAND OFFICE AT INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entty . 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 


2 
5 


242.88 
[499.74] 






$808 60 






593 68 








Total cash sales 


7 

19 
45 

4 


242.88 

1,313.87 
[4, 609. 24] 






897 28 


Original homestead entries 


$37 61 
130 92 


$120 00 
8 00 


157 61 




130 92 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 


8 00 






Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


7, 


1,556.75 


168 53 


128 00 


1, 193 81 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










4,781 96 
85 50 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses 










1,124 95 














Total , 








5. 942 41 










. 




Osage reded land 


8 
8 


840.25 






2,827 87 


Osage cedefl filings , 









6 00 


6 00 








Total . , 


11 


840.25 




6 00 


2,838 87 








Osage trust and diminished reserve 

Otsgi* trust filings ., 


958 
451 


113, 850. 12 






118, 047 64 




902 00 


8U2 90 










Total 


1,409 


118, 850. 12 




902 00 


118, 949 64 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT KIRWIN, KAN8. 

[The area in brackets U not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for In the 

original en tries. J 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry 

Excess payments on homesteads, timber* 

culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Horn en tea* 1 entries commuted to cash un- 


280 
74 
71 

152 


35, 843. 66 

207.59 

[9,997.72] 

[23, 087. 85] 






$44,854 68 






259 52 






12,497 15 


Hotnestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






26,819 68 








Total cash sales 


577 

1,361 
1,426 

734 

48 

8 

1,073 

52 


38,051.25 

199, 837. 58 
[221,925.58] 

102, 92a 24 

[6,076.03] 
1,281.68 






84,430 93 


Original homestead entries 


$3, 316 54 
5,673 91 

2, 936 00 


$12,770 00 


18,086 54 
6, 673 91 


Landb entered under the timber-oulture 

laws 

Final entries under the timber-oulture laws. 


6,575 00 

192 00 

16 02 

2,144 00 

104 00 


0,511 00 
192 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . . 

Pre eruption declaratory statements 

8oldierH' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




16 02 




2,144 00 






104 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


5,279 


340, 096. 75 


13, 926 45 


21, 801 02 


120, 158 40 


Salaries, fees, and com missions of register 











6,000 00 










I 


128 0t 












2,800 00 














Total 










8,928 93 















LAND OFFICE AT LARNED, KANS. 



8ales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Sales of abandoned military reservations. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


6 

129 

6 

65 

1 

21 
80 


542.80 

20, 302. 21 

300.40 

418. 41 






$1,788 40 






31, 279 09 






7,967 30 






628 04 








60 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash nn- 


[3,390.10] 
[12, 007. 00] 






4,599 36 


Homestead entries commuted to dash un- 
der section 2 act Juno 15, 1880 






14,930 99 










Total cash sales 


308 

920 
446 

427 
24 

2 
32 
607 

55 


21, 563. 82 

141,223.74 
[64, 236. 02] 

64,735.24 
13, 509. 22] 

820.00 
5, 087. 61 






61, 246 18 


Original homestead entries 


64,881 27 
2.220 44 

1,708 00 


$8,860 00 


13,241 27 




2,220 44 


Lands eutered nnder the timber-culture 
laws 


4,065 00 
96 00 

800 

68 60 

1,014 00 

110 00 


5,773 00 


Final entries under the timber-culture laws. 


96 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 




800 
63 60 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements .- 




1,014 06 






110 00 










Total of all classes of en trie* and 
amouut received there f i om 


2,721 


232,930.41 


8,309 71 


14, 216 60 


83,772 4* 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and re*Joiver 










6,000 00 












537 83 










2,432 07 








Total 








1 8,969 90 














4 


267.86 






287 86 










Osage trust ai d diminished reserve 

Osage trust and diminished filings 


1,748 
3,880 


432,836.41 






256, 132 16 




7,75* 00 


7.758 00 








Toul t 


6,628 


432,836.41 




7,758 00 | 263,890 16 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT OBERLIN, KANS. 

(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries. 1 



Class of entry. 



8ales of land subject to pre-emption entry 

Sale* of land at public auction 

Extess payments ou homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301. Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales. 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead eutries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws . 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 

Lands selected under grauts to railroads.. 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



No. 



140 
3 

107 

31 

739 

3,304 
331 

2,206 
2 

2 

281 

1,774 

106 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total 



8,745 ' 



Acres. 

22, 930. 20 
115,83 

346.76 

[4, 862. 68] 

171, 295. 34J 



Commis- 
sions. 



23, 392. 79 I 

520, 712. 37 j 
52, 517. 84 J 

350, 015. 32 
[320. 00 j 

120.00 ; 
44,846.07 !. 



$14, 231 69 
1,348 82 

8,824 00 



Fees. 



Amount 

$28,962 75 
171 66 

451 49 

6,078 35 

83, 052 73 



$32,745 00 



21, 950 00 
8 00 

7 00 ! 
560 57 
3, 548 00 

212 00 I 



939,086.55 



118, 716 98 

4G, 976 69 
1,348 82 

8(T, 774 00 
8 00 

7 00 

5C0 57 

3,548 00 

212 00 



24, 404 51 59, 030 57 I 202, 152 06 



6,000 00 

594 50 

1,125 00 



7, 719 50 



LAND OFFICE AT 8ALINA. KANS. 



Sales of land subject to private entry | 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 
Sides of abandoned military reservatious. .] 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- I 

culture, and other entries and locations. . 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- I 

der section 230 1 . Revised Statutes I 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- j 

der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales 



Original homestead entries 

final homestead entries j 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws ! 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws, j 
Lands entered with military bounty land . 

warrants | 

Lands selected nnder grants to railroads. . | 

State selections 

Application to purchase Fort Harker mil- 
itary reservation 

Pre-emption declaratory statements ' 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- , 
tory statements ! 



•I 

5 



337 
565 

191 ' 

51 1 

4 
325 , 

13 ' 

,| 

186 



Total of all classes of entries and j 
amount received therefrom | 1,789 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register , 

and receiver ,. 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



[40.00] 

6,221.79 

774. 83 

195.63 

[2, 485. 001 

[320. 00] 



7, 192,25 

44,400.80 ' 
[73, 768. 83] 

24, 209. 00 
[0,169.90] 

320.00 j. 
51,925.80 ,. 
2,080. U0 



$1,981 53 | 
3, 113 18 



763 00 I 



130, 127. 85 | 5, 862 71 



$2, 815 00 



i, 590 oo ; 

204 00 , 

8 00 I 
649 00 j 
26 00 I 

2 00 ' 
372 00 ' 

4 00 



5,670 00 



$50 00 
13,006 80 
2,534 98 

786 56 

5,450 00 

764 00 



22,692 34 

4,796 53 
3, 113 18 

2,358 00 
204 00 

8 00 
649 00 
26 00 

2 06 

372 00 

4 00 



34,125 05 



6,000 00 

40 15 

2,094 60 



8,134 75 
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270 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal poor ending JuneSO, 1885 — Continued. 



LAND OFFICE AT TOPEKA, KAN8. 

i the aggregate b 
original entries.] 



[The area in brackets is not included In the aggregate by states, having been accounted Dor in the- 

' ' s.) 



Class of entry. 


No. 


AnMM 1 Commis- 
Acrw - 1 sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption ertry. 
Exc«ss payments on homestead, timber- 


7 
1 

4 


860.00 

10.00 

[352. 59J 






1730 00 







12 50 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 






784 31 










Total cash sales 


12 

17 
80 

6 

1 

25 

8 


370.00 
1,203.81 






1, 526 81 
160 16- 




$60 16 
283 49 

24 00 


$100 00 




[6, 397. 01] 

581.47 

[40.00] 

8, 791. 24 


283 49- 


Lands eutered under the timber-culture 

Jaws 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws . 
Lauds selected under grants to railroads.. 
Pre-emptiun declaratory statements 


46 00 

4 00 

49 18 

16 00 


64 00 

4 00 

49 18 




16 06 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


149 


5, 946. 52 


367 65 


209 18 


2,103 64 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










2,289 50 
18 95 


Expenses of depositing 




















372 05 














Total 






1 


2,680 SO- 








1 


Kansas tr up t 


16 
77 


1,614. 53 
7,391.76 




ll, 448 86 








24,302 33 
6,208 6* 


Miami 

















LAND OFFICE AT WAKEENEY, KAN8. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 

Excess payment* on homestead, timber* 

culture, and other entries and locations.. 


77 

63 

8 

81 

229~ 

1,237 
695 

959 

4 
478 
898 

28 


11,689.64 

126.18 

[1,209.46] 

[12,876.27] 






$16,812 04 
275 04 






Homestead eutrie* commuted to cash un- 
der neetion 2301, Revised Statutes. 






, 1,549 32- 
14, 963 45 


Boniest end entiles commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 












Total cash sales 


11,815.82 

193,439.76 
lb9,397.76| 

150, 994. 70 

400. f0 
76,502.46 






33,599 85 
19,401 Oft 


Original homestead entries 


$7,286 06 
3, 276 75 

3,836 00 


$12, 115 00 


Final homestead entries 


3,276 75- 


Lauds entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


9,485 00 

12 00 

955 00 

1,798 00 

56 00 


18,321 00 
12 00 


Lands entered with military bounty -land 
warrants 


Lauds selected under grants to railroads. . 

Pre-emption declaratory ntatements 

8oldier*' aud sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




955 00 




1,796 00 














Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


4,428 


433,152.74 


14, 398 81 


24,419 00 


72,417 60 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver ,.. 










6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing 










99 00 


Incidental *»xp*o"es .,....,,,-,..,-■.-,»....., 










1,968 98 














Total 










8,067 03 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Continued. 
LAND OFFICE AT WICHITA. KANS. 

[The area in bracket* is not included in the aggregate by states, having been acooonted for in the 

original entries.! 



Class of entry. 


No. 

2 
19 

11 

14 

46 

ltil 
96 

103 
39 
91 

2 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount 


Sales of land subject to private entry. . 
Sab* of Isud Atibj<ct to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on bomcMteud. timber- 
culture, aud other entries aud locations . 


83. 9 J 

2, 935. 79 

53.41 
[1.729.02| 

3, 073. 12 

22, 904. 87 
[12,694.07] 

13, 345. 96 
[5, 177. 72) 






$104 no 

3,969 74 
74 22 










Homestead entries coin turned to cash un- 






2,857 72 








Total cash sales 






7,006 68 

2, 174 54 
385 £8 


Original homeatead entries 


$734 54 
385 88 

412 00 


$1,440 00* 




Lands entered under the timber-culture 
law* 


875 00 
156 00 
182 00 

4 00 


1, 287 00 
1">6 00 


Preemption decUrMtorv statements 
Soldiers' and snilots' humect* ad deolara- 




182 00 






4 00 










Total of all clashes of entries and 
amount received there from 

Salaries, fee*, and commissions of regis- 


538 


39, 323. 95 


1, 532 42 


2, 657 00 


11.196 00 










6, 000 00 
121 55 


Expense* of depositing 












2, 475 00 


Total 


















8, :>96 56 










Osage trnat and diminished reserve 1 2,102 

Osage trust filings l.auA 


256, 994. 02 






295.447 24 




2,788 00 


2,788 00 


Total 








S.496 


256, 994. 02 




2, 788 00 


298,235 24 







LAND OFFICE AT NATCHITOCHES, LA. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

8alt s of abandoned military i eaervutions . . 
Bzress paymenti* on homestead, timber- 


23 
6 

6 

2 


741. 05 
243.66 

13.31 

[199.91] 






$1,178 80 
467 00 










34 78 


Homestead entries eommnlecl to cash un- 
der section 2, act J une 15 1880 






336 34 










Total cash sales 


37 

124 

88 

1 

125 

2 


998.02 

13, 463, 70 
[9,615.69] 

160.00 

19, 887. 14 

157.58 






2,016 92 
1,397 82 


Original homestead entries 


$482 82 
294 73 


$915 00 


Final homestead entrie* 


294 73 


Land* *ut*-x ed with military bounty -land 

warrants 

Land a aek-cred under grants to railroads.. 
School' jt arrant locations 


4 00 

248 00 
4 00 


4 00 
248 00 




4 00 








Total of all classea of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


377 


34, 66a 44 


777 55 


1, 171 00 


3,965 47 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 


. 




1,752 12 
12 85 






















906 30 










Total 










2,071 27 
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272 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1685 — Continued. 
LAND OFFICE AT NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 



gales of land subject to private entry — 
8ales of land subject to pre-emption entry 
Excess paynieuts on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries aud locations. 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total «§eh sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entiles 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 

Lands entered with school-warrant loca- 
tions 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amouut received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver^ 

Incidental expenses - 



Total. 




8,460 58 



LAND OFFICE AT DETROIT, MICH. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 


23 
1 

1 

3 

3 


1,200.00 


......7..... 





$1,560 00 


i 


325 00 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


18.27 

[289.401 
[480. 00] 


i 


22 89 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 


1 
1 


354 21 

558 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 


1 










31 

36 
49 

2 
12 




1, 218. 27 

4, 039. 87 


! 


2,820 08 


Original homestead entries 


$100 97 *2M oo 


390 97 


Final homestead entries .. .......... 


[4, 817. 59] 
200.00 


124 42 


....::::.::. 


124 42 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants ~.. . 


5 00 


5 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 




24 00 1 24 09 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


130 


5, 458. 14 


225 39 


819 00 


3,364 47 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver. 


I 




1, 410 76 


Incidental expenses 










300 00 














Total 










1,710 71 
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Statemmtof butieme at local land ofieee during fisoal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 



LA2TD OFFICE AT BAST SAGINAW, MICH. 

i the aggregate b 
original entries.] 



[The area 4n brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, haying been accounted for in the 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
colture, and other entries and locations. . 
Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 


15 
1 
2 
2 


847.99 

21.59 

[169.23] 

[207.15] 






$1,059 99 
26 99 










211 54 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2 act June 15, 1880 






234 80 










Total cash sales 


20 

65 
106 


869.58 

8,163.47 
[13,996.39] 






1,538 32 




$204 07 
349 83 


$650 00 


754 or 




849 8t 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


191 


9,083.05 


558 90 


550 00 


2,037 22 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 






I 


1,586 53 










4 90 










475 00 












Total 


1 






2,066 48 




1 







LAND OFFICE AT MARQUETTE, MICH. 



8sles of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Bslco of land at public auction 


187 
13 

1 

20 

7 
6 


21,434.41 

1,106.42 

40.00 

271.47 

[1,022.66] 

1723.90] 






$26,843 97 

2,084 37 

50 00 










Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations . . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der eectioo 2301, Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






457 68 






1,478 88 
984 78 














Total cash sales 


234 

253 
118 

60 

7 

57 


22,852.30 

83,783.51 
[15, 882. 15] 

7,189.74 
898.25 






81, 848 18 


Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries ..?- 


$1, 033 57 
454 28 


$2,230 00 


8,263 57 
454 28 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


182 00 


182 00 


Leads entered with Supreme Court scrip. 
Pre-emption declaratory statements 








114 00 


114 00 








Total of all classes ef entries and 
amount received therefrom 


729 


64,178.80 


1,487 85 


2,526 00 


85,862 09 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










8,420 84 


Expenses of depositing 










16 64 


Tpwliwtftl expenses . .T. ........ ^ . , . ... 










1,125 00 




* 










Total 










4,662 49 
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274 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT REED CITY, MICH. 

{The area in bracket* it not included in the aggregate by states, haying been accounted for in the 

original entries.) 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


8sles of land subject to private entry 

Seles of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

8alee of land at public auction 

Excess payments on homestead, timber* 
culture, and other entries and locations.. 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 


13 
2 

1 

3 
10 
2 


686.62 
92.13 
80.00 

23.31 

[1,162.121 

[120.00] 






$858 16 
115 16 










2,040 00 






79 14 






1,420 51 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






186 00 










Total cash sales 


81 

94 
160 

1 


881.96 

9,964.28 
[15, 789. 17] 






4,648 06 




$255 16 
420 80 


$715 00 


970 16 




420 30 


Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declare* 
tory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing 


2 00 
86 77 


2 00 






86 77 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


276 


10, 846. 24 


675 46 


753 77 


6,078 10 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










1,817 12 
5 95 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses 










247 00 














Total expenses 


1 






2,070 07 




1 









LAND OFFICE AT BENSON, MINN. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 


30 
6 

21 
8 


3,480.27 

28.88 

[2,866.87] 

[860.00] 






$5,287 84 






64 75 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Revised Statutes 






4,182 95 
408 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales * * T - . T T . . . ■ 


60 

119 
442 

108 
24 
11 

60 


8,458.65 

14,022.68 
160, 79a 96] 

13,077.75 
[3,247.67] 
1,16a 57 






0,943 54 

1,476 60 
2,188 00 

1,262 00 
96 00 


Original homestead entries.... 


$586 60 
2,188 00 

412 00 


$890 00 


final homestead entries 


Lends entered under the timber-culture 


850 00 
96 00 
20 00 

100 00 


Final entries under the timber-culture laws 


Lands selected nnder grants to railroads. . 
Pre-emption declaratory statements 




20 00 




100 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


800 


31,717.60 


3,136 60 


1,956 00 


15,086 14 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver. 


1 






4,741 84 
11 20 


Expenses of depositing 








Incidental expenses 


' 






1,440 00 










Total 


I 






6,193 04 










Sioux Tndian land 


42 
48 


4,049.07 


___ 


J ~™ 


5,822 42 
84 00 


g^H| T TnriiAn filings 




84 00 










Total 


85 


4,049.07 




84 00 


5,406 42 




• 
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending Jnne 30, 1885 — Continued* 

LAND OFFICE AT CROOXSTON, MINN. 

iThe are* in bracket* is not Included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry ...... 

8ales of laud •abject to pre-emption entry 

Zxcess payments on homestead, timber- 

culture, and other entries and locations. . 


28 
218 

84 

92 

8 


4,254.64 
80,392.86 

119.76 

[14, 376. 11] 

[225.20] 






$5,568 31 
42,525 16 










290 60 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






20,677 86 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






545 00 










Total cash sales - . 


375 

668 
641 

142 
2 

1 

1 
267 
722 

8 


34, 767. 26 

99, 810. 07 
[94.435.51] 

21,388.58 
[240. 00] 

120.00 

(100. 00] 
42,588.51 






69,606 48 

0,906 94 
4,264 67 

1,983 00 
8 00 


Original homestead entries 


$3,526 94 
4,264 67 

568 00 


$6,380 00 


Final homestead entries 


LandH entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws 


1,365 00 
800 

8 00 

400 

532 25 

1,444 00 

6 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 




3 00 


Lands entered with agricultural-college 

scrip 

Land* selected under grants to railroads . . 

Pre-emption decU rstory statements 

Soldiers' and suitors' homestead declare- 




4 00 




532 25 




1,444 00 






6 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


2,822 


198, 670. 27 


8, 359 61 


9,742 25 


87,706 29 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 
41 80 


Ixpeose* of depositing 




















1,800 00 












Total 










7,841 89 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 










150 00 















LAND OFFICE AT DULUTH, MINN. 






8alea of land subject to private entry 

SaJee of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Jtxoess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations.. 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Ke vised Statutes 


478 
82 

46 

81 


76,850.35 
12,404.40 

209.77 

(12,547.16] 






$06,363 19 






15,505 59 






263 75 






15,684 24 








Total cash sales 


687 

886 
28 

2 
1 
2 
2 
8 
1 
1 

12 
296 


89,464.52 

48, 974. 18 
[2,703.84] 

160.00 

160.00 

80.00 

238.85 

1,286.43 

40.00 

80.00 

1,898.83 






127,816 77 

4,486 17 
96 74 


Original homestead entries 


$1,286 17 
96 74 


$3,200 00 


Final homestead entritia 


Lands entered with military bounty -land 


4 00 

4 00 
2 00 


4 00 


Lands entered with private land scrip 

Lands entered with Valentine scrip 

Lands entered with Sioux half-breed scrip. 




4 00 




2 00 








16 00 

1 00 

1 00 

23 74 

592 00 


16 00 


Israel Dodge' scrip location 




1 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads.. 
State selections 




1 oo 




23 74 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 




592 00 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,876 


142,382.76 


1,382 91 


8,843 74 


133,043 41 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










5,186 84 
164 60 


Bxpeaaoe of depositing 




















1,882 00 












Total T-r T 










6,733 44 












Amount received In eertincates of deposit 
en aeeoantof anrvays.-r 










987 OS 
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276 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 — Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT FERGUS FALLS, MINN. 

[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


Mo. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions, 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Amount received, competitive bids 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


47 
1 

9 

15 

4 

76* 

193 
538 

97 

7 

368 

94 

1 


4,496.10 






$8,015 40 
5 00 




r 


90.65 

[1,808.40] 

[480.00] 






220 28 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 230 1, Revised Statutes 






3,319 38 
747 95 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales 


4,586.75 

25,198.67 
[73,117.81] 

14, 148. 97 

[839.38] 

58,931.94 






12,308 10 

2,851 47 
3,156 41 

1,298 00 
28 00 


Original homestead entries. - 


•1, 161 47 
3,156 41 

388 00 


$1,690 00 

910 00 
28 00 
734 00 
188 00 

200 


Final homestead entries. 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws. 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




734 00 




188 00 






2 00 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,374 


102,866.33 


4,705 88 


3,552 00 


20,565 98 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 


t 






6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing...... 


I 






5 99 


Incidents) expense* - T 








896 40 




1 








Total 


i 






6,902 85 




1 







LAND OFFICE AT REDWOOD FALLS, MINK. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations . . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes. . 


9 

18 

4 

3 


1, 017. 13 
73.88 

[546.461 
[138.88] 






$1,571 41 
167 38 










788 Of 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






145 18 










Total cash sales 


29 

120 
327 

75 

14 

5 

30 


1,090.51 

13,998.17 
[42,818.38] 

8, 28a 26 

[1,877.91] 

808.28 


' 




2,667 60 

1, 519 59 

1,835 22 

880 0$ 


Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries •• 


$589 69 
1,835 22 

800 00 


$930 00 


Lands entered under the Umber-culture 


580 00 
56 00 
950 
60 00 


Final entries under the timber-cultarelaws . 


66 09 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 
Pre-emption declaratory statements 




50 




60 00 


Total of all classes of entries and 
amounts received therefrom 


600 


24,180.22 


2,724 81 


1,635 50 


7,027 81 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










8,91178 
8 61 


Expenses of depositing 




















229 5f 














Total 










4,150 08 




!. 






Sioux Indian lands 


6 


326.25 




** 


407 82 
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SUtemont of buetneat at local land offices during fiscal if oar ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 
LAND OFFICE AT SAINT CLOUD, MINN. 



[The are* in brackets U not included in the 



e aggregate by 
iginal entries J 



ite by states, haying been accounted for m the 



Class of entry. 



No. 



Acres. 



Commis- 
sions. 



Fees. 



Amount. 



i of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 

H omes tead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

land* entered with private land scrip 

Lands selected under grants to railroads .. 

State selections 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



Total of all classes of entries and 
t received therefrom 



Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



141 

359 
245 
3 
25 
42 
194 



1,016 



Total. 



5,077.35 
1,034 65 

87.26 

[1,331,13] 

1360.00] 



$10,267 21 
2,688 28 

179 84 

2,327 28 

530 06 



7,699.26 

47.045.02 

[30, 587. 12] 

240.00 

4, 049. 95 

6,837.50 



$1. 985 31 
1,820 90 



$3,160 00 



49 00 

85 00 

888 00 

14 00" 



65,871.73 



3,308 21 



Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 



15, 942 08 

5, 145 31 
1,32m 90 



49 0$ 

85 00 

388 00 

14 00 



3,696 00 ' 22.944 24 



5, 161 38 

8 75 

1, 419 79 



6,589 72 



5,578 00 



LAND OFFICE AT TATLOB8 FALLS, MINN. 



Sales of land subject to private entry . 

Ixcess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations . 


29 
1 


1,898.88 
L84 






$2,18160 
4 60 














Total cash sales 


80 

88 
29 

4 
41 

2 


1,400.72 

9,985.18 

[3, 232. 91] 

604.79 






2,186 20 

1,064 51 
84 64 


Original homestead entries ......... 


$369 51 
84 64 


$695 00 


Final homestead entries 


Lsads selected under grants to railroads . . 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

8sMiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements T , » , T , T 


800 
82 00 

4 00 


8 00 




82 00 






4 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


194 


11, 990. 64 


454 16 


789 00 


8,879 85 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










1,517 49 
8 70 


Expenses of depositing. 










Incidental expenses 










95 76 














Total 










1, 616 H 
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278 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land office* during fleoal year ending June 30,1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT TRACT, MINN. 

[The area in brackets is mot included in the aggregate by states, baring bet 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Bales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Sales of land at public auction 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


2 
8 
1 

10 

6 

2 


43.56 

1, 120. 00 

160.00 

82.36 

[640. 00] 

[107.84] 






$54 45 






2,000 Oft 

200 oa 










188 51 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






1,400 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






119 41 










Total cash sales *....,.. ..., r .. 


28 

93 
288 

82 
16 
16 


1,405.92 

10,998.96 
[36, 624. 24] 

10, 569. 80 






3,962 87 
1,156 30 


Original homestead entries 


$45130 
1,455 43 

328 00 


#705 00 




1,455 41 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws , 


695 00 
64 00 
32 00 


1,023 00 


Final en tries under the timber-culture laws 


[1,988.66] 




64 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements. 




32 00 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amonnt received therefrom 


i 
523 | 22, 974. 68 


2, 234 73 


1,496 00 


7,603 10 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 


1 


j 


3,412 38 


Expenses of depositing . 








5 35 










216 00 








1 




Total 




I 


8,633 73 










Sioux Indian lands .... .....?... 


1 


80.00 


1 


100 09 




.1 



LAND OFFICE AT WORTHINGTON, MINN. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payment* on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entrie* and locations . . 


15 
3 
6 

7 


1,586.80 

iai7 

1801.77] 
[678. 51] 






$2,989 28 






40 07 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






1,904 42 
1,249 32 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2,, act June 15, 1880 












Total cash sales 


81 

82 
201 

105 

46 
19 


1,604.97 

10,178.23 
[23, 420. 66] 

11,942.06 

[5, 424. 55] 






6,183 69 
1,093 04 


Original homestead entries... .............. 


$453 04 
1,089 85 

420 00 


$640 00 




1,089 35 
1,285 00 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


815 00 

184 00 
38 00 


Final entries under the timber-culture 


184 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 




88 09 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


484 


23,725.26 


1,962 39 


1.677 00 


9,828 08 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










8,808 05 
240 09 


Incidental expenses ....,,.,....,... 






















Total 










8,54805 
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8t*tmm*ntof buHneee at local land office* during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 



LAND OFFICE AT JACKSON, MISS. 

the aggregate b 
original entries. ] 



(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, having been aooonnted for in the 

' * * ' •.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


flak* of land subject to private entry 


78 

1 

66 

4 
6 


18, 176. 87 
40.00 

168.94 

[478.02] 
[564.48] 






$16, 470 90 
60 00 






Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries sod locations. 






210 59 


Homestead entries com mated to cssh un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






597 52 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






646 69 












164 

868 
860 


13, 380. 81 

97, 619. 22 
[39, 202. 81] 






17, 975 60 
9,520 00 


Original homestead entries 


$2,605 00 
990 00 


$6,915 00 


Final homestead entries 


990 00 


Amount received for reducing testimony 


84 60 


84 50 












Total of all classes ot entries ano! 
amount received therefrom 


1,862 


111,000.08 


3,596 00 


6,949 60 


28,520 10 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 




, 






4,978 46 
16 55 


Expenses of depositing 




















8,392 00 












Total 










8,382 01 














▲mount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










10 00 















LAND OFFICE AT, BOONVILLE, MO. 



8ales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Kxoess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries aud locations . . 


58 
2 

10 

4 

7 


2,781.66 
216.97 

46.08 

[280.00] 

[402.59] 






$3,414 61 
271 21 










257 60 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Revised Statutes 






350 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






442 88 










Total cash sales 


76 

315 

95 

5 

154 

4 


2.994.71 

33,801.62 

[7, 982. 32] 

63a 20 






4,735 80 

8,168 52 
181 64 


Original homestead entries 


$828 52 
18154 


$2,340 00 


Final homestead entries 


State selections, swamp Indemnity 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 


7 98 
808 00 


7 96 




AAA AA 






8 00 I 8 00 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


649 


36,934.64 


1,010 06 


2,663 98 


8,409 84 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










2,428 74 
4 90 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses 










306 80 














Total 










2,740 44 
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280 BBPOBT OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offioes during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT IRONTON, MO. 

(The arc* In bracket* is not Included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted tor in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fern. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry 

gales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


102 
1 

34 

5 

1 


8,006.43 
160.00 

150.80 

[640.00] 

[80.00] 






$11,208 M 
200 00 










188 40 


homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






800 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






03 00 








Total cash Bales 


143 

524 
135 
32 
261 


0.307.23 
65,186.66 






12,580 48 


Original homestead entries 


SI «U 43 


84.480 00 


6,144 43 


Final homestead entries..... 


[13,572.871 347 07 


847 07 


State selections, swamp indemnity 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 


5,266.08 




66 00 

522 00 


66 00 




522 00 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,005 


• 
78,760.87 


2, 011 50 


5,068 00 


10,660 8* 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










8,026 72 
10 






















275 00 














Total 










4,210 82 















LAND OFFICE AT SPRINGFIELD, MO. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 


232 


16, 837. 35 
344.51 

148.81 

1654.53] 

[304.35] 






$21, 006 74 


8ales of land subject to pre-emption entry'. 6 
Jfixcess payments on homestead, timber- | 
cul ture, and other entries and locations . . 36 






480 30 






186 OS 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301 , Revised Statutes 


8 







072 70 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880. 






618 08 










Total cash sales -. 


201 

1,103 

173 

31 

6 

104 

6 


17, 330. 67 

151,873.06 

[10, 230. 15] 

4,432.33 

045.86 






28,354 87 

14,284 00 
570 00 


Original homestead entries 


$4, 124 00 
670 00 


$10, 160 00 

""" 60* 00* 

12 00 

886 00 

12 00 




§tate selections, swamp indemnity 


60 00 




12 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and Bailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




888 00 






12 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,804 


174, 581. 02 


4,708 00 


10,632 00 


38,680 87 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 
15 50 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses 










Oil 10 














Total 










0,026 60 
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SUUemmU of buHness at local land office* during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Cod tinned, 

LAND OFFICE AT BOZBMAN, MONT. 

[The are* in brackets to not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
6slco of mineral lands 


28 
13 

4 

4 
38 
24 

4 


8, 291. 94 
576.72 
280.00 

18.83 
10,728.88 
[6, 401. 67] 

[520. 00] 






87, 769 71 






1, 862 50 








5,600 00 


Excess payments on homestead, timber* 

culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Original entries ander the desert-land act. . 

Final entries nnder the desert-land act. . . . 






46 84 






2,682 22 






6,401 67 


Homestead entries commoted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Revised Statutes 






1,300 00 










Total cash sales 


116 

84 
22 

85 

1 

1,496 

12 

24 

2 
94 

2 


14, 895. 87 

12,822.98 
[3, 314. 93] 

4, 180. 11 

80.00 
239,443.61 


8971 61 
248 75 

140 00 


8820 00 


25,661 94 


Original homestead entries 


1, 791 el 


Final homestead entries 


248 75 


Lands entered nnder the timber-onlture 

lairs 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 


285 00 

4 00 
2,992 87 
120 00 
72 00 
20 00 
282 00 

600 


425 00 
4 00 


Land* selected nnder grants to railroads .. 
Applications to purchase mineral lands. . . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Mineral protests, adverse claims 




2,992 87 




120 00 






72 00 






20 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

8oldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 






282 00 






6 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,887 


271,422.47 


1,360 36 


4,601 87 


31.624 17 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










5,895 27 
30 46 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses 










686 60 














Total 










6,611 78 














Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










2,891 11 















LAND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONT. 






Bales of land subject to preemption entry. 
Sales of mineral lands 


808 
116 

20 

277 

52 

53 

4 


46,047.23 
2,467.05 

102.51 
93,724.45 
119, 486. 18] 

[8,058.51] 

[462.91] 






$63,448 92 






9,870 00 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
eutture, and other entries and locations. . 






187 *8 


Original entries under the desert-land act. 






23,431 16 


Final entries under the desert-land act 






19, 486 18 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






10,687 07 
608 28 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales ...... ..,,**....,.. 


830 

815 
93 

251 
2,479 

135 
30 
14 

763 

7 


142,341.24 

48,599.97 
[14,132.68] 

34.599.25 
398,882.78 






127,664 49 


Original homestead entries..... 


82,512 60 
697 SO 

1,004 00 


$3,075 00 


6,687 60 
697 60 


Final homestead entries 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
tows 


2,265 60 
4,958 00 
1,850 00 
90 00 
140 00 
2,283 00 

21 00 


8,269 09 
4,968 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 


Applications to purchase mineral lands 

AapHcationa to purchase coal lands 

Mineral protests, ad veise claims 




1,860 00 
90 00 










140 00 


Pre-emp&on declaratory statements 






2,283 00 


SeUiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 






tl 66 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


4,917 


622,423.24 


4,214 00 


14, 172 00 


146,060 49 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
sad receiver 










6,000 00 


Incidental expenses 










2,241 00 












Total 










8,241 00 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
en scceunt of surveys 










11,741 a 
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282 BEPOET OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 

fllrt fi tu tof kvMness at local Ian d offices during Ji$cal year ending JuneSO, 1885 — Continued* 

LAND OFFICE AT MILES CITY, MONT. 

(The area in bracket* is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted lor in the 

original entries.) 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


8alesof land anhjeot to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 

Original entries under the desert-land act. 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 


12 

5 
96 

4 


1, 881. 19 

3.26 
47, 680. 00 

[640.00] 






$3,405 61 
8 16 










11,920 00 
1,600 0# 














Total cash sales 


117 

61 
9 

18 

983 

11 

55 

1 


49,564.45 

9, 168. 77 
[1,210.11] 

2, 428. 52 
157, 133. 12 






16,933 77 

1,265 61 
90 7T 




$675 61 
90 77 

72 00 


$590 00 


Final homestead entries 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 


155 00 

1,964 86 

33 00 

162 00 

8 00 


227 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 


1,964 86 
33 00 






162 00 






3 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,255 


218, 294. 86 


838 38 


2,907 86 


20,680 01 


8alaries, fees, and commissions of register 










4,314 83 
129 80 












Incidental expenses 










487 7$ 














Total r 










4,932 31 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










4,197 9f 















LAND OFFICE AT BEATRICE, NEBR. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead, timber* 
culture, and other entries and locations. 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 


1 
1 

4 


160.00 

1.49 

[437.37] 






$400 00 






8 71 






1,003 46 












6 

13 
38 

12 
16 

4 


161.49 

1, 080. 00 
[3,277.44] 

1,038.61 
[1,815.73] 






1,497 16 
114 96 




649 92 
151 82 

48 00 


$65 00 


Final homestead entries 


151 62 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


70 00 
64 00 
8 00 


'US 




Pre-emption declaratory statements 




8 09 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


89 


2, 280. 10 


249 74 


207 00 


1,953 90 


Salaries, fees, and commiasions of register 










1,795 66 
21 26 


Expenses of depositing.. 




















250 26 














Total 










2,067 06 












Sales of Otoe and af issonris Indian lands . 










62,193 09 
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SUtemsnto; business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued, 
LAND OFFICE AT BLOOMINGTON, NBBR. 



f&»i 



ite brsaketa Is not hietaded In the ag g r ega te by states, baring been accounted for in ths 
original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry 
Excess payments oo homestead, timber-. 


260 
56 

HI 
35 


86,400.14 

230.32 

[15,857.58] 

[5,075.43] 






$46,253 18 






355 01 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Revised Statutes 




% 


21, 040 08 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






5,880 10 








462 

523 
683 

811 

57 

402 

14 


36,630.46 

73, 001. 00 
[101, 027. 68] 

44,761.80 
[8, 581. 63] 






73,534 46 




$2,260 06 
3. 817 17 

1,244 00 


$4,707 50 


6,068 46 




8,317 17 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


2, 840 00 
228 00 
804 00 

28 00 


4,084 00 
228 00 




Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers* and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements ..." 




804 00 






28 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


2,452 


155, 303. 34 


6,822 13 


8,607 50 


88,064 08 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing 










113 00 












1,200 00 














Total 










7,313 00 















LAND OFFICE AT GRAND ISLAND, NEBR. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 


285 

56 

146 

6 


40,457.06 

182.88 

[21,017.58] 

[812.56] 






$54,222 48 






352 40 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






20,372 80 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






1,300 42 










Total cash sales ....... 


403 

1,144 
808 

418 
41 

2 

748 

23 


40,640.84 

160,381.40 
[117,544.52] 

50,233.64 
[4, rOO. 37] 

160.00 






85,247 60 


Original homestead entries 


$5,154 02 
8, 787 88 

1,668 00 


$10, 735 00 


15,880 08 




3,787 30 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


8,785 00 
164 00 

400 
1,404 00 

46 00 


5,453 00 


Final entries under the timber-culture laws . 
Lands entered with military bounty-land 


164 00 




4 CO 


Pre-emption declaratory statements < 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 




1,404 00 






46 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


8,677 


260,415.38 


10, 600 41 


16,228 00 


112,085 01 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 












157 16 


Incidental expenses 










1,037 50 














Total 










8,004 65 
















6 


7a 15 




~~ 


01 87 


Eeceircd in installments 









56,280 80 












Total 


6 


78.15 






56,872 77 
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284 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal j ear ending Ju*e2Q f 1885 — Continued. 

, LAND OFFICE AT LINCOLN, NBBB. 

[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by states, haying been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commie- 1 «___ 
sions. 1 Jreca - 


Amount. 


Bales of land subject to private entry 

Bales of laud subject to pre-emption entry 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 

culture, and other entries aud locations. 


1 
12 

1 




[80.00] 
1,206.00 

4.00 

[754.88] 


I 


$100 00 






3, 015 00 






12 25 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Revised Statutes 






1,887 08 










Total cash sales 


23 

80 
102 

24 

80 

6 

1 


1, 210. 00 

3.284.18 
[10, 200. 12] 

2,316.23 
[4, 560. 00] 






6,014 38 


Original homestead entries 


$164 20 
440 21 

06 00 


$225 00 


380 20 


Final homestead entries 


440 21 


Lands entered under the timber- culture 
laws 


160 00 
156 00 
12 00 

2 00 


256 00 


Final entries under the timber-culture laws . 


156 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




12 00 






2 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


225 


6,811.26 


700 41 


555 00 


6,260 74 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
*nd i*eeeiver . . . . r , . . 




1 






1,070 66 


Expenses of depositing 










5 00 














Total 










1,976 56 















LAND OFFICE AT McCOOK, NEBR. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
■ culture, and other entries and locations. . 


404 

203 

100 

08 


61,873.33 

1, 140. 63 

[15,767.07] 

115,407.27] 






$77, 441 71 






1,486 78 
10, 700 81 
17,004 66 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15. 1880 












Total cash sales x w 


885 

2,577 
183 

2,127 

6 
1,486 

180 


63,022.86 

405, 740. 23 
128, 862. 74] 

835,788.88 

300.87 






116,401 43 


Original homestead entries 


$10. 184 75 
721 11 

8,504 00 


$25,486 00 


85,660 75 


Final homestead entries 


721 11 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


21,065 00 

18 00 
2,872 00 

278 00 


29,558 00 
18 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




2,872 60 
278 00 














Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


7,862 


804,011.70 


10,400 86 


40,708 00 


186,608 20 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 
882 79 


Expenses of depositing 


t 


















1,600 60 












Total 










7,888 76 













Digitized by 



Google 



ACCOUNTS. 285 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 20, 1885*- Continued 1 . 

LAND OFFICE AT NELIOH, NEBR. 

(The arc* in brackets ia not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Claaa of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
aiona. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


•alee of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land aubjeot to pre-emption entry. 
Ixeess paymenta on homestead, timber- 


5 
06 

41 

64 

7 


201.00 
12,730.72 

226.76 

[0,504.50] 

fl. 030. 801 






$402 6$ 






16,126 06 
282 28 






Homestead entriea commuted to eaah un- 
der aeotion 2801, Revised Statutes 

Homestead entriea oommuted to oaah un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 ..... .... 






11,880 74 
1,208 86 
















212 

620 
216 

480 

10 

845 

18 


13,166.48 

04,472.21 
[82, 851. 60] 

73, 166. 78 
[1, 000. 00] 






28,800 48 


Original homestead entriea 


$2,860 81 
821 86 

1,020 00 


$5,082 50 


8,852 31 
821 85 




Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


4,630 00 

40 00 

600 00 

86 00 


6,550 00 




40 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statement* 

Soldiers' and sailor*' homestead declare- 




600 00 






86 00 












Total of all claaaes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,000 | 180,705.47 


6, HI 16 


11, 878 50 


46,880 00 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 


1 






6,000 00 
88 86 




1 








1 






1,008 28 




1 






Total 








7,087 18 










Amount received in certificates of deposit 










15 00 
















222 I S-30IL81 






20, 173 41 






' 









LAUD OFFICE AT NIOBRARA, NEBR. 



Sales of land subject to private entry 

Mas of land aubjeot to pre-emption entry 

Amount of competitive bida 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations . . 

Homestead entries oommuted to cash un- 
4er section 2801, Reviaed Statute* 


10 

486 

5 

57 

244 

14 


760.42 
62,664.88 






$040 28 






78,287 11 
174 00 






207.12 

[36,412.30] 

[2,285.60] 






250 18 






46,515 54 
2,608 60 


Hemeatead entriea commuted to oaah un- 
der ecction 2, act June 16, 1880 














766 

087 
426 

538 
26 

1 

23 
062 

26 


63,520.87 

140, 518. 87 
[67. 830. 18] 

75,008.27 
[8,750.52] 

[160.00] 
8, 637. 77 






127,788 66 
12,473 76 


Original bomeetesd entries - 


$3,616 26 
1,607 00 

2,162 00 


$8,067 60 




1,607 00 

7, 147 00 
104 00 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

Elusion tries uu4 Mi the timber-culture laws . 


4,006 00 
104 00 

400 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 




4 00 








Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and tailors' hemeatead declare- 




1,024 00 
60 00 


1 024 00 






50 00 






» 




Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


8,704 


288,678.78 


7,866 26 


16,084 50 


151, 133^1 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver ... 










6,000 00 












365 00 


Incidental expenses . .". 










2,648 76 














Total 










0,008 71 
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286 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ending <7imo30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT NORTH PLATTE, NEBR, 

[The area in bracket* is not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entrleit and locations . 
Homestead entries commute to cash un- 
der section 2801, Revi«ed Statutes 


228 

857 

65 

2 


84,598.53 

1,804.74 

[8,831.82] 

[320.00] 






$48,907 78 

2,597 88 

14,401 00 

568 00 










Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 16, 1880 














Total cash sales 


842 

3,189 
188 

3,076 

1 

2 
1,113 
1,840 

120 


85,908.27 

499, 803. 53 
128,599.041 

485, 910. 47 
[180.00] 

280.00 
178,039.35 






66,474 69 

52.368 98 
1,203 89 

42,850 00 
4 00 


Origin ii I homestead entries 


$20,968 98 
1,203 89 

12,300 00 


$31,400 00 


Final homestead entries 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws '. 

Final entries under t he t imber-cul ture laws - 


30,550 00 
4 00 

7 00 
2,228 00 
8,898 00 

240 00 


Lauds enteted with military bounty-land 
wai rants 




7 00 


Lands selected nnder grants to railroads . . 




2,226 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 




3,698 00 
240 00 


Soldiers' and sailors' Homestead declara- 
tory statements 














Total of all classes of entries snd 
amount received therefrom 


10, 157 


1,199,738.82 


34,470 85 


88,125 00 


169,070 44 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 
235 75 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses 










2,510 00 












Total 










8,745 75 













LAND OFFICE AT VALENTINE, NEBR. 



Sales of land subject to pre emption entry. 


287 

175 

80 


43,651.01 

832.29 

[12,134.61] 






$54,564 IT 

1,040 24 
15,168 26 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations.. 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 














Total cash sales 


542 

2,280 
17 

2,451 

1 
2,676 

147 


44,483.80 

360, 850. 18 
[2, 637. 24] 

889,980.54 

180.00 




$22,855 00 


70,772 66 

31,677 57 
66 00 


Original homestead entries 


$9,022 67 
86 00 

9,792 00 


Final homestead entries 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws . 


24,415 00 

400 
5,850 00 

294 00 


84.207 00 
4 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

8oldier»' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 




5,350 00 
294 00 














Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


8,114 


795,454.02 


18,880 57 


52,718 00 


142,8719 


Aalaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and leoeiver * 










6,000 00 
90S 2ft 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses.. 7. 










2,853 50 












Total • i 










8,555 75 
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Statement of b Mines i at heal land offices during fiscal year ending June 30,1885— Continued, 
LAND OFFICB AT U ARSON CITY, NBV. 

(Tbe area in brackets is not included in the agg regate by states, baring been accounted for in the 

original entries.) 



Class of entry. 



galea of land subject to pre-emption en try 

Betas of mineral lands 

Original entries under tbe desert-land act 
(supplemental payment on entry 203)... 

Final entries under the desert -land act. 

Homestead entiies commuted to canh un- 
der section 2301. Revised Statutes 

Homestead entries commoted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands aeleoted under grants to railroads. 

State selections 

.Application* to purchase mineral lands. . 

Application* to purchase coal lands 

Preemption declaratory statements 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 



S alaries, fees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Expenses of depositing 

Incidental expenses 



Total. 



Fo. 



19 

7 

11 
379 
299 

22 i 



: I 



2 



741 



Acres. 



120.00 
243.85 



Commis- 
sions. 



(161.391 

[160. 001 

[28.68]' 



363.35 

953.24 

tl, 592. 32] 
0,612.25 
46, 978. 07 



108, S 



L91 



$42 00 

78 00 



120 00 



Fees. 



160 00 



758 00 

598 00 

220 00 

600 

6 00 



1, 648 00 



Amount 



$150 00 
1,250 00 

89 00 
161 39 

200 00 

21 75 



1,783 53 

102 00 

78 00 

758 00 

598 00 

220 00 

600 

600 



3,551 53 



2,743 64 

44 50 

240 00 



8,028 14 



LAND OFFICE AT EUREKA, NEV. 



8ales of mineral lands 


20 

1 
2 


241.03 

0.88 
1,280.00 






$1,245 00 
2 20 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 






Original entries under the desert-land act. . 






320 00 








Total cash sales 


23 

6 

11 

882 

16 


1,521.91 

79a 70 
[1, 596. 33] 
60,203.42 






1,567 20 
88 00 


Original homestead entries TTT ,.,-- T -rr,.-- 


$33 00 
90 00 


$55 00 




90 00 


Btate selections 


766 00 
160 00 


766 00 


Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 




160 00 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


438 


62, 524. 03 


123 00 


981 00 


2,671 20 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver- - t .tt-t ,,., T - T .. TTr . T . 


i 






2,080 34 












14 66 












465 00 














Total 










2,559 90 
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288 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement of business at local land offliee during fiscal pear ending Jane 30, 1885 — Continued • 

LAND OFFICE AT LAS CRUCRS, N. MBX. 

(The area Id bracket* Is not inoluded in the aggregate by states, baring been aooonnted for in tbe 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount 


8ales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry 

8alesof land at public auction 

Bales of mineral lands 


18 
232 

1 
49 

22 

115 

16 

32 


3,368.70 

82,332.05 

80.00 

758.79 

139.54 
29,045.47 
[3, 457. 79] 

[4,302.00] 






$4,210 89 
41, 525 01 










100 09 






8,895 09 
214 42 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entriea and locations. . 
Original entries under the desert-land act. 
Final entries under the desert-land act .... 










7,221 48 
3,463 02 

5,377 51 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 












Total cash sales . .. » , x ^ ...... , 


485 

805 
03 

107 

4 

4 
2 
8 
1 
44 
7 
2 
654 

7 


65, 724. 55 

41, 250. 04 
[11,367.21] 

13,686.90 

240.00 

641.83 
80.00 

200.00 
80.00 






66,007 28 




82.U3 50 
531 00 

428 00 


$2,735 00 


4,848 59 
531 00 


Final homestead entries 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 


910 00 

6 00 

16 00 
2 00 


1,338 09 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


6 00 


Lands entered with agricultural-college 

scrip 

Lands entered with Valentine scrip 

Lands entered with Israel Dodge scrip 

Lands entered with Robert Cole scrip 

Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 
Applications to purchase coal lands 




16 09 




2 09 














440 00 
21 00 

20 00 
1,962 00 

21 00 


440 09 






21 09 






20 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements ■ 






1,962 09 
21 00 












Total of all classes of entriea and 
amount received therefrom 


1,718 


121, 903. 82 


3,072 50 


6,133 00 


75,212 78 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing 










4 45 


Tncf dental expenses -.rr..,.. T .., r - T .., T .. r 










1, 517 00 














Total , ■ r 










7, 521 45 














Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys.. 










18,288 02 
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8Htemmtiofb**ine*8 at local land o fleet during fUoal year ending JuneSO, 1885— Continued* 

LAND OFFICE AT SANTA Fft, N. HEX. 

[Thsaren in brackets is not inoluded in the aggregate by state*, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Balsa of land subject to preemption entry . 
Selstof mineral lands.... 


61 

4 

18 
13 
2 

6 


8,150.87 
82.61 

61.02 

4,174.80 

[820.00] 

[886.17] 






$11,718 58 
175 OQ 






Izoess payments on homestead, timber- 

culture, and other entries and locations - 

Original entries under the desert-land act. 

Final entries under the desert-land act. ... 






94 70 






1, 043 70 
820 00 






Homestead entries. commnted to cash on- 
cer section 2301, Bevised Statotes 






1, 143 96 








Total As*h sales ,.«..... 


99 

179 
99 

18 

1 

2 

4 

19 

3 

,274 

1 


12,419.30 

26,825.27 
[16,387.00] 

2,699.20 

156.60 

77.88 






14, 490 94 

3,469 00 
1,000 50 


Original homestead entries 


$1,734 00 
1,000 60 

72 00 


$1,835 00 


final homestead entries 


Leads entered under the timber-culture 
tars 


170 00 
400 

2 00 
40 00 
57 00 
80 00 

822 00 

3 00 


242 00 


lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


4 00 


Lands entered with Israel Dodge scrip 
location ... ... 




2 00 


Applications to purchase mineral lands ... 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

luneral protests, adverse claims 




40 00 






57 00 






80 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Boldlers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 






822 00 






8 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


699 


42, 07a 25 


2,806 60 


2,868 00 


20, 160 44 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










5,054 80 
1,887 10 


incidental ezpensest 




















Total 










6,89140 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
an account of surreys 










3,870 87 













6296 P 
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£as4om4«l4/ toafasw at fooall^ 

LAHJ> OPTICS AT LA wftAVTO. OJMBG. 
fine are* kt brackets k not hac tuds d In the ■j»ifMito states, havtng ben eae ount a d Jar urn the 



Glass of entry. 


Ho. 


Acres. 


Commle- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to pre-emption on$ry. 
flalun of timber and stone lands 


188 
12 
81 

20 
17 
10 

28 


28,687.20 
1,282.51 


• 




048,804 78 






S,08ttT 
29,18188 

188 08 


Town lota 






Sxeess paymenta on homeatead, timber- 
oalture, and other entrioa and locations. . 


112. M 
4,180.64 
[2,888.06] 

[8,400.48] 






Original entries nnder the desert-land aot 






1,008 18 


Final entries under the desert-land act. - *. 






2,088 88 


Homestead entries commuted to oaah nn- 
der section 2801, Revised Statutes 






6,848 81 










Total tash sales 


808 

206 

182 

211 

1 

2 

441 

4 

2 

12 
8 

1 
842 

7 


34,102.48 

48,188.20 

[20,546.10] 

80,778.82 
[100.00] 

180.00 

70,648.88 

688.18 






76,868 72 


Original homestead entries 


62,117 70 
878 28 

844 00 


82,806 00 


flvOB ft 
878 26 


Final homeatead entries 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws ,. - 


1,870 00 
400 

800 

881 00 

678 

600 

120 00 
000 

10 00 
2,628 00 

21 00 

200 


2,814 88 


Final entries under the timber-culture laws . 


4 08 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants... 




8 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 




881 00 


Wagon-road selections'. 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Applications to purchase timber and atone 




8 78 




6 88 






128 88 


Town-lot filings- r -. ■ - - t T , * * 






8 00 


Mineral protests, adverse claims 






10 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers* and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 






2,588 00 






21 08 


Amount received for reduoing testimony 
to writing. . . . . . . , , r 






2 00 












Total of an classes of entries and 
amount reoeived therefrom 


2,201 


182,402: 86 


8,840 88 


8,466 78 


88,986 46 


Sal arise, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










8,000 00 


Srpenscs of depositing 










181 56 


Tnotdental expenses. . 7. 










2,100 00 














Total 










8,281 66 






. 








Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










18,861 88 
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Jfca f sm in* s/ onsfneot mi toes* Umd ejtc* d urim f/Uoml ftmr m&*g Jbns 86, 1€JB6— Conttnoed > 

LAND OFFICB AT LAXBTO&W, QRK. 
[The scan 1a iroakels It not In cln d ea Is the aggregate by stela e , having •••■ seeounOedfarintne* 



Glees of entry. 



No. 



Acres. 



tries of lend subject to pre-emption entry. 

8tfes of tend at publle auction 

Oelss of timber snd stone lends 

Ixeeee payments on homestead, timber- 

oeJevrew end eebefimtrtesenrt locations 
Origins! entries under the desert-hmd est. 
Bsmastead entries commated to cosh un» 

asr section 2301, Revised State tea. 



entries esmmnted to cssh un- 
•Tect 



asr ssction t, set June 10, 1860 

Totel eesh eeles 

Origins! homestead entries 



11,564.73 

1,288.0$ 

U9. 70 

44.46 

24,097.86 

fl.589.94) 
[2.88] 



Imal homesteed entries . 

lends entered under the timber-culture 

lavs 

Wagen-road selections 

Stafeselectlens, indemnity school 

ApnHoatlons to porchese timber end atone 

Preemption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and aailera' homestead declara- 
tory 



188 

112 
14 

221 

421 

28 

8 
818 



38,202.80 

17,868.45 
[2,115.00] 

31,810.08 
67,386.80 
4,420.82 



8860 82 
78 81 

884 80 



81,186 00 



2,080 80 
84100 
66 08 

80 00 
1,889 00 

16 00 I 



844,40 48 

7,080 00 
1J0 26 

WOT 
8,240 80 

1,887 48 

868 



80, 688 8T 

1,756 82 

79 81 

2,944 00 
84100 
66 00 

80 00 



16 < 



Tots! of ell etaaeee of entries end 
t received therefrom 



I 



150,178.08 



1,614 18 



5,946 00 



fhlariae, fees, and oommlssiono of register I 

and receiver | 

i of depositing 



Total. 



I man at recelTed in certificates of deposit 
on sceonnt of survsys I. 



88,007 78 




6,04X64 



7,800 84 
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292 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Statement of burtness at local land office* during JUoalyear ending June 30, 1885— Continued* 
LAND OFFICE AT OREGON CITY, OREG. 



[The are* in brackets is not included in the aggregate by state*, haying been accounted for In the 

original entries.] 


Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to prirate entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Sales of timber and stone lands ... r .... T . . 


10 

45 

8 

20 

8 

1 


112.10 

4,000.40 

270.87 

175.50 

[1,181.27] 

[160.00] 






$171 0$ 






7,056 81 
690 66 






Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations . . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Berised Statutes 






864 $7 






1,757 54 
878 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act of June 15, 1880 












Total cash sales 


03 

888 
145 

2 
6 
1 
2 

8 
105 

1 


5,477.02 

47,854.54 
[18, 12a 57] 

200.00 

1,400.70 

80.00 






10,427 50 
5,048 15 


Original homestead entries 


$2,808 15 
1, 181 12 


$3,085 00 




1,181 12 
6 00 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants - 


600 

45 00 

2 00 

600 

80 00 
585 00 

300 

200 


Lands entered under the donation act 




45 00 


State selections -*.. 




2 0$ 


Applications to purchase coal lands 

Application to purchase timber and stone 




6 Of 






80 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 






585 00 






3 00 


Aniount received for reducing testimony 






2 00 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


780 


64,512.82 


4,080 27 


8,714 00 


18,230 86 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










5,868 56 
000 00 


Incidental expenses 






















Total 










6,768 56 










Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 




i 






7,757 78 













LAND OFFICE AT ROSE BE EG, 


OREG. 






Sales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Ssles of timber and stone lands .... 


7 

03 
88 

1 

14 

7 

1 


504.45 

12,704.80 

4, 570. 63 

20.00 

60.64 

[050.01] 

[160.00] 






$630 55 






16,748 88 

11, 440 04 

50 00 






Sales of mineral lands 






Excess payments en homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 


• 




00 10 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Revised Statutes 






1, 100 01 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






184 00 










Total cash sales 


156 

264 
117 

2 

1 
1 
1 

83 
365 

3 


17, 878. U 

88,810.20 
[16,850.47] 

80.00 
160.00 
103.87 






80,861 06 


Original homestead entries 


$2, 170 76 
766 17 


$2,450 00 


4,620 76 


Pinal homestead entries *- 


766 17 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants r ■, , , T T T * r T - 


700 
600 
200 
10 00 

880 00 
1,065 00 

000 


7 00 


Lends entered under the donation act 




5 00 






2 00 


Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 
Applications to purchase timber and stone 




10 00 






830 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers 1 and sailors 1 homestead declara- 
tory statements 






1,065 00 






00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


088 


56, 63a 68 


2,086 08 


8,878 00 


87,176 01 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










5,847 62 


Expenses of depositing 










80 05 


Incidental expenses . .T 










000 00 














Total T 










6,837 57 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys. 










17,16184 
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Statement of bueinen at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT THE DALLES, OREO. 

[The area in brackets it not included in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Bales ef land subject to pre-emption entry. 


151 
7 
8 

18 
2 

16 

2 


22,207.22 
670.59 






$41,865 56 

1,698 97 

185 00 






Sales of abandoned military reservations. . 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Original entries under the desert-land act. . 

Homestead entries oommuted to cash un- 
der section 2801. Revised Statutes. 






47.82 
400.00 

[2,240.01] 

[240.00] 






100 08 






100 00 






8,550 02 
589 00 


Homestead entries oommuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 














Total cash sales 


190 

270 
60 

282 

1 

1 

1,008 

376 

5 
674 

2 


28,884.13 

42,280.56 
[10, 850. 83] 

34,741.62 

120.00 

160.00 
174. 887. 06 
60,142.46 






48,088 58 
5,165 60 


Original homestead entries 


$2,580 50 
628 50 

928 00 


$3,685 00 


Final homestead entries 


628 50 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 

lsws ■ 

lands entered with military bounty-land 


2,225 00 

3 00 

4 00 
2,185 00 

751 00 

50 00 
2,022 00 

600 

500 


8,158 00 
8 00 


Lsnds entered with agricultural-college 
•crip 




• 
4 00 


Lands selected nnder grants to railroads.. 

Wagon-road selections 

Applications to purchase timber and stone 




2,185 00 




761 00 




50 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing ,,. rT .,..„...,,..-, T 






2,022 00 
6 00 










6 00 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


2,022 


335,565.88 


4,087 00 


9,886 00 


62,061 58 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 
85 95 


Expenses of depositing 










incidental expenses . .7. 










1,82126 












Total 










7,407 20 














Amount received in certificates of deposit 
en account of surveys 










2,578 45 















Digitized by 



Google 



294 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
SUtiewwit ofb*9i*€9$ «t lootl land ojfioe* durmg fho*l y —r mdi *g Jtm* 30, lfl8fc-<?OBtino*sjd, 
LAXD OFFICB AT SALT LAM CITY, UTAH. 



(Tke area io brackets is not toomded in the tmite bv sOaOst, fearing been 



tetetll 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


teles of land subject to private entry 

fifties of land subject to pre-emption entry. 


1 
47 
80 

1 

11 

441 

45 



17 


15L81 

6,561.07 

010.04 

62.44 

80.05 
81,048.28 
[0,027.47] 

[087.00] 

[1, 000. 80] 






$180 98 






7,880 n 

4,400 00 

6M 40 






i&ales of com lends r , T .. TTrTT - T , TT -,. 






Bxoess payments on homestead, timber- 

culture, end other entries snd locations. . 

Original entries nnder the desert-land act. 

Final entries nnder the desert-land act. ... 






42 28 






20,411 OS 
0,087 07 






Homestead entries commuted to cash nn- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 

.Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 T . , . , 












2,020 07 










858 

444 

841 

127 

1 

108 

58 

12 

2 

478 

8 


88,848.84 

88,588.81 
[48,284.48] 

15,842.80 

180.00) 

17, Kill 






48,201 OS 


Original homestead entries 


02,78100 
2,028 00 

606 00 


04,025 00 

1,045 00 

400 

214 00 

680 00 

80 00 

20 00 

1,410 00 

000 


0,808 00 


Final homestead entries. .....-,.- T 


X 088 00 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws.. 

Final entries under the timber-culture laws . 
Lands selected nnder grants to railroads .. 
Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 
Applications to purchase coal lands 


1, 60S 00 
4 00 




214 00 




580 00 






30 00 






20 00 


Pre emption declaratory statements 

fioldiers' and sailors' homestead declare- 






1,410 00 






00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


2,222 


184,858.82 


5,817 00 


7,802 00 


55,880 02 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 












2,170 06 














Total 










8,170 06 




— ___ 




— — _— — . 






Amount received in certificates of deposit 










0,178 26 
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SkrtemmU o/dntijtesiatloodtondojjloefdnri^ 

LABFD OFFICE AT SPOKANE FALLS, WASH. 

(Tke ana in brackets is not inoluded in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries.] 



Cues of entry. 



No. 



Acres. 



Commie- 



of land enbjeet to pre-emption entry 

of timber and stone lands 

tTSMH payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 
Homestead entries commuted to cash tin- 
der section 2801, Berised Statutes 

Hemeetead entries oommnted to cash an- 
dar section 2, set Jane 15, 1880 



102 
18 



14,34(1.40 
822.80 

199.51 

(2,440.811 

[100.00] 



Total cash salee. 



Original homestead entries 

* ul entries 

Lander the timber-culture 



final homestead entries. 
Is entered ui 



laws. 

Lands selected under grants to rail roads. . 
Anattcatlons to purchase timber and stons 

Prs emption declaratory statements 

Settlers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 

Amount received tor reducing testimony 
te writing 



168 
488 



228 
008 



18 



16,808.80 

67, 075. 91 
[42,380.96] 

88,000.56 
145,270.09 



64,716 81 
3,124 70 

892 00 



64,205 00 



2,105 00 
1,815 00 

180 00 
1,566 00 

15 00 

600 



Total of all classes of entries and 
amount receiTod therefrom 



2,540 



260,664.86 



8,788 01 



9,842 00 



tislsries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver. 



of depositing.. 



Total. 



k receiTed in oertincetesof deposit 
onaceountof surreys 



629,784 62 
2,065 97 

844 10 

4,700 77 

184 00 



87,069 46 

8,92181 
8,124 70 

2,997 00 
1,815 00 

180 09 
1,566 00 

15 09 

600 



55,644 47 



6,000 00 

108 65 

8,800 00 



9,408 65 



11,072 19 
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296 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Statement of bueineu at local land office* during fiscal year ending June 30, 1865— Continued. 
LAND OFFICE AT OLYMPIA, WASH. 

[The area in brackets is not inoladed in the aggregate by states, having been accounted lor in the 

rigffialei' * 



orig 



1 entries. 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Seles of land at public auction 


1 
461 

7 

141 

10 

1 

8 

65 
12 

68 

17 


6.90 
00,729.86 
091.87 
19, 143. 28 
192.69 
40.00 
60.84 

889.80 






$14 75 

81,008 60 

864 21 










Sales of timber and stone lands 






47,858 07 
986 $0 


Sales of mineral lands 






Sales of coal lands ......................... 






800 00 


Bales of town-sites 






1,411 8$ 
676 67 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, snd other entries and locations. . 






Sales of town lots 






1,740 00 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Bevised Statutes 


[9, 700. 46] 
[1,826.16] 






12,984 37 
2,288 29 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 16, 1880 












Total cash sales . 


781 

832 
193 

1 
1 

778 
10 

290 

141 
1,121 

14 


81,263.09 

119,186.65 
[26, 643. 41] 

80.00 

640.00 

126, 576. 12 






161. 126 56 

14,186 50 
1,242 00 

2 00 


Original homestesd entries 


$6,406 60 
1,242 00 


$7,730 00 


Final homestesd entries , ,.,. rr 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 


200 

16 00 

1,667 64 

100 00 

870 00 

1,410 00 
3,861 00 

42 00 

1 66 


Lands entered under the donation act 




15 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads . . 
Applications to purchase mineral lands . . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Applications to purchase timber and stone 
lands 




1,667 64 
100 00 








870 00 






1,410 00 
8,351 00 

42 00 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing ........r. ......... ........ 














1 66> 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


4,167 


826,786.76 


7,648 60 


16,089 09 


178,868 16 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










6,000 00 
148 80 


Expenses of depositing 










Incidental expenses. .T 










8,400 25 












Total 










9,608 61 












Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys 










1,880 00 
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Statement efbueintm at local land offlce9 during JUoal year ending June 30, 1886— CoDtinned. 

LAND OFFICE AT VANCOUVBB, WASH. 

(The area in brackets ia not inoiuded in the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 

original entries. J 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Bales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
flalii of timber and stone lands 


24 
6 

8 


2,191.86 
860.00 

18.98 






$6,009 62 






900 00 


Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 






84 82 








Total rath sales 


87 

168 
101 

20 
1,282 

6 
129 


2,666.78 

22,087.83 
[12,906.68] 

2,717.11 
197,273.83 






6,944 44 

2,648 27 
848 29 


Original homestead entries ....»r. ......... 


$1,868 27 
848 29 

80 00 


$1,185 00 

176 00 
2,462 00 

60 00 
887 00 

4 60 


Final homestead entries ,..-* ..-. 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


. 266 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . 
Applications to purchase timber and stone 


2,462 00 




50 00 


Preemption declaratory statements 

Amount received for reducing testimony 
to writing .........,—.... 






387 00 






4 60 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


1,682 


224,644.06 


2,291 66 


4,263 60 


12,499 50 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










6,000 00 


suspenses of depositing ......... ,-■.-. 










22 60 


Tnrodentel expenses . . T. 










480 00 














Total 










6,462 60 














Amount received in certificate* of deposit 










600 00 















LAND OFFICE AT WALLA WALLA, WASH. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
8ales of timber and atone lands . 



Xxceas payment* on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations 

Homestead entries commuted to cash, un- 
der section 2301, Bevised Statutes 



Total cash sales . 



Original homestead entries 

Final homestead entries 

Lands entered under the timber-culture 

laws 

final entries under the timber-cnlture laws . 
Lands entered with military bounty-land 

warranto 

fends aelected under grant* to railroads . . 
Amplications to purchase timber and stone 



Pre-emption declaratory statements 

•-■•• * snd sailors 1 homestead declare- 



Total of all c l a s s es of entries and 
amount reoeived therefrom 



Hskrics, lees, and commissions of register 

and receiver 

Ixpenses of depositing 



Total. 



amount received in certificates of deposit 
en account of survey* 



207 
2 



299 



287 
170 



51 



1 
252 



2 

421 



1,665 



28,571.14 
188.06 

208.64 

[8,358.66] 



28,962.84 

34,075.41 
[26,292.41] 

82,691.40 
[1,017.49J 

[80.00] 
40,402.86 



136,082.01 



$1,697 75 
1,087 01 

912 00 



176 



$2,080 00 



2,100 00 
86 00 

200 
604 00 

20 00 

1,260 00 

600 



6,968 00 



$44,176 28 
457 65 

384 69 

12,896 40 



67,915 02 

8,727 75 
1,087 01 

8, 012 00 
36 00 

200 
604 00 

20 00 
1,260 00 

600 



67,569 78 



6,000 00 

165 00 

2,185 00 



1,200 00 
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298 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
AlofeiiMiito/ottffeieM at fowl faft*^ 1885— Continued. 

LAND OFFICE AT YAKTtfA, "Vf A8H. 
(The are* in brackets it not inoluded in the aggregate by states, having been aoeonnted for in the 



Clau of entry. 


Ko. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount 


Sales of lend subject to pre-emption entry .. 


48 

4 
5 

15 
14 
8 

4 


5,946.16 

488.28 

86.61 

52.28 

1,785.40 

[240.00] 

[80*20] 






610,881 46 






1,098 28 
446 60 


Seles of mineral lands 

JExoess payments on homestead timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 
Original entries under the desert-land act . . 










70 71 






488 87 






240 06 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Bevised Statutes 






670 51 










88 

116 
27 

108 

168 

5 

16 

4 
201 

1 


8,258.60 

16,888.64 
[8,868.58] 

16,266.14 
26,804.61 






18,248 78 


Original homestead entries 


91,024 50 
277 50 

482 00 


81,000 00 


2,114 66 




277 96 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 


1,025 00 
883 50 
60 00 
48 00 

40 00 
608 00 

8 00 

600 


1,467 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads . . 
Applications to pnrohase mineral lands . . . 
Applications to purohase coal lands. ...... 

Applications to purohase timber and stone 


838 50 




50 00 






48 00 






40 06 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead deolare- 






608 00 






8 00 


Arooiiut received for reducing testimony 






6 00 












Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


784 


68,061.08 


1,784 00 


8,108 50 


18,176 28 


Salaries, lees, and commissions of register 










4, 418 17 












48 28 


incidental expenses .." 










655 00 














Total 


!--.......... 






5,022 46 


Amount received in certificates of deposit 










8,106 72 















LAND OFFICB AT BAYFIELD, WIS. 



Sates of land subject to private entry 

8ales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Bevised Statutes 


88 
14 

4 

5 


8,874.85 
1,661.75 

24.48 

[720.00] 






6*08806 
8,206 76 










61 31 






1,200 00 








Total cash sales 


62 

171 
25 
280 
127 


5,46L08 

28,658.20 
[8,575.561 
46,206.16 






10,566 06 


Original homestead entries 


$1,128 73 
188 00 


61,566 00 


2.688 73 




138 00 


Lands selected under grants to railroads . . 
Pre-emption declaratory statements 


578 00 
264 01 


678 00 




264 00 








Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


674 


75,225.44 


1,271 78 


2,887 00 


14,214 76 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










3,657 43 

736 


Xxponses of depositing. . . , 










*ft«Jdfntftl expenses r 










150 00 














Total 










3,614 77 
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m*$mmt «/ km$t * m at heal land opm amri*§ fiscal year end**? Jtme 30, lSBB-Oonttautd. 

LAND OFFICE AT NAU CLAIM, WIB. 
(Tbe area ia brackets Is not Included in the aggregate by states, having bean accounted Ibr In the 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees, 


Amount. 


flame of land subject to private entry 

flams of lend subject to pre-emption entry. 
Btoqss payments on homestead, timber- 

culture, and otber entries and location*. . 
Honieitead entriee commuted to oasb un- 

der section 2301, Beyised Statutes 


78 
18 

10 

8 

8 


8,414.04 
1,285.64 

87. TT 

[1,080.00] 

[688.88] 






011,06178 
2,644 66 

128 81 














2,060 00 


Beaseeesad entriee commuted to cash ua- 
dor enotion 2, aot Jnne 15, 1880 






781 06 










Total cash satM 


121 

200 
156 

1 
8 

2 

28 
128 


8,707.85 

22,700.16 
[17,858.41] 

120.00 
160.00 

160.00 
4,568.03 






16,687 61 
2,415 68 


Original bonoatead entriee 


8640 68 
548 81 


$1,675 00 


Ttaal homestead entriee 


548 81 


Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warranto .. ...., 


800 


8 00 








Lands entered witb Supreme Court scrip 
laaatlon , 








Lands aalaeted under grants to railroad*.. 
Pre-emption t declaratory statementa 




66 00 
268 00 


66 00 




866 66 








Total of aB olaeaes of entriee and 
amount leoeivcd therefrom 


840 


87,585.54 


1,888 84 


1,884 00 


18,861 46 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










8,644 80 
800 00 


Incidental expenses 






















Total 










8,844 80 















LAND OFFICE AT FALLS OF SAINT CROIX, WIS. 



i of land subject to prirste entry 

tales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Iwicess p aymen te on b omeo te ad , timber* 
culture, and otber entries and locations.. 

Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Eerieed Statutes 



Total cash sales. 



Original homestead entries, 
final homestead entries. ... 
Pi e em otio n declaratory 
Sstdiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 



Total of all dssses of entries and 
amount reoehro d therefrom 



Oslarias. feea, and oommissiona of register 

^and reccWor 

expenses 
Incidents: 



of depositing . 
its! expenses — 



Total. 



17 

160 

88 

182 



228.12 
144.75 

46.26 

[820.00] 



414.18 

17,884.74 
[10,657.64] 



17,808.87 



6488 88 



881 87 



$1,286 00 



264 00 
200 



1,50100 



6886 41 

188 84 

66 17 



1,188 66 

1,788 88 
332 48 
264 00 

260 



8,515 1 



2,057 16 

426 

118 00 



2,179 88 
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300 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Statement ef bueineee at local land offices during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885— Continaed* 
LAND OFFICE AT LA CROSSE, Wig. 



[The area in brackets is not included in the 



be aggregate by 
triginal entries. J 



by states, baring been accounted for in the 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Sales of land subject to private entry 

Sales of land subject to preemption entry . . 
Excess payments on homestead, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. . 


82 
5 

8 

4 


1, 290. 15 
"820.00 

66.89 

[248.89] 






$2,112 69 
700 09 










96 12 


Homestead entries commoted to cash un- 
der section 2, act Jane 15, 1880 






278 16 










Total cash sales 


49 

135 

187 

7 

62 

1 


1,677.04 

9,997.46 

[11, 609. 82] 

1,045.80 






3,181 97 

1,841 98 
875 48 


Original homestead entries 


950193 
376 48 


9840 00 


Final homestead entries 


Lands selected under grants to railroads. . . 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 
tory statements 


14 00 
124 00 

2 00 


14 00 




124 00 






2 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


891 


12,720.80 


877 41 


980 00 


5,089 38 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 






! 


2,090 94 
396 71 


Tnnfdental expenses 






i , 












Total 






1 


2,477 65 








1 



LAND OFFICE AT MENASHA, WIS. 



Sales of land snhieot to private entry 

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry. 
Sales of land at public auction 


150 
3 
2 

2 

8 


17,189.06 

226.90 

4.97 

[819.87] 

[701. 12] 






921,486 85 
288.69 










6 21 


Homestead entries oommuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Kevised Statutes 






399 84 


Homestead entries oommuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 16, 1880 







797 86 










Total cash sales 


165 

64 

181 

89 


17,420.98 

5,688.81 
[18,164.64] 






22,978 89 
582 24 


Original homestead entries 


$142 24 
457 27 


9440 00 


Final homestead entries 


457 27 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 


78 00 


78 00 








Total of all clasaea of entries and 
amount receiver therefrom 


899 


28,109.74 


599 61 


518 00 


24,091 49 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










2,185 94 
1 99 


Expenses of depositing 










TimMmiI^] frrpf>i)*A4 










180 89 














Total 










2,818 04 
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ACCOUNTS. 801 

of bueineeeai local land offioee during JUcal year ending June 30, 1886— Continued* 

LAND OFFIOB AT WAT7SAU, WIS. 

la brackets it no* included In the aggregate by states, having been accounted for in the 
original entries. J 



Class of entry. 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


Amount. 


Saks of land subject to private entry 

Sties of land subject to pre-emption entry. 

Excess payments on homestead, timber- 

culture, and other entries end locations. 


182 
14 

10 

12 

2 


20,708.90 
1, 154. 58 

60.26 

[1.040.00J 

[99.70] 






$25*8709* 
2,886 45 

86 14 










Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2801, Bevised Statute* 

Homestead entries commuted to eash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 






1,750 00 






112 18 








Total cash sales 


220 

302 
153 
95 


21,918.74 

30,118.29 
[16, 629. 64] 






80,714 70 
8, 415 02 


Original homestead entries 


$1,085 02 
531 45 


$2,330 00 


Fltal homestead entries 


681 45 


Pre-emption declaratory statements 


190 00 


190 00 








Total of sll classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


770 


52,037,03 


l r 618 47 


2, 520 00 


34,851 17 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 










3,420 71 
1,000 00 


Incidental expenses 






















Total 










4,420 71 













LAND OFFICE AT CHEYENNE, WTO. 



Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry . 
Sales of mineral lands 


174 
2 
8 

21 
891 
237 

14 

4 


33,076.95 
240.66 
480.00 

76.84 
367, 458. 95 






$41, 847 50 






655 00 


flslrs of cosl lands 






9,600 00 
112 60 


Excess payments on homestesd, timber- 
culture, and other entries and locations. 
Original entries under the desert-land act. 
Final entries under the desert-land act. . • • 










01, 866 75 


[125, 120. HI] 

[2,197.18] 

[56U 00] 






125, 127 00 
2,941 25 


Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2301, Revised Statutes 






Homestead entries commuted to cash un- 
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 




936 00 










Total cash sales . r 


1,346 

250 
45 

436 

1 

2 

89 

968 

7 


' 401, 332. 90 

38,830.92 
[6,404*20] 

64, 153. 60 

160.00 






273,086 00 
4,293 50 


Original homestead entries 


$1,848 50 
267 00 

1,744 00 


$2,450 00 

4,100 00 

400 

20 00 
117 00 

2,904 00 

21 00 


final homestead entries 


267 00 


Lands entered under the timber-culture 
laws 

Lands entered with military bounty-land 
warrants 


5,844 00 
4 00 


Applications to purchase mineral lands. . . 

Applications to purchase coal lands 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

8sldiers' and sailors' homestead declara- 




20 00 






117 00 






2,904 00 






21 00 










Total of all classes of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


3,094 


504,477.42 


2,854 50 


9, 616 00 


286,556 50 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver ... ..^ . - 










6,000 00 


Expenses of depositing 










150 40 


Incidental expenses - .7. ,. .,., T , Tr ... .,,--.- 










1,239 73 














Total 










7,890 18 














Amount received in certificates of deposit 
on account of surveys ..... r - '. . . . 










2,597 50 
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Sta U m nt #/ ft mto — t at local land «#oot imtim$f*a*X year — 4tf Jmw 3 > 18*6— Cosrti 

LAND OFFIGH AT BVAXtfBOK. WTO. 
[The are* hkhrecksts is not included in ^ NUmgf* •* atetou, hosing be** aos oa a to d Jet In lb* 



Class of entr* 


No. 


Acres. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Fees. 


A-«-t. 


gslesef land snbisot to pre-emption miry. 


6 
17 
108 
to 

1 


717.16 
3,88176 

16,' 888. 88) 

[40.00] 






8888 41 






61,786 88 

8,064 m 


Original entries under the desert-land met. 
Tfnal entries under the desert-land act. ... 










6,888 08> 


Bomeeteed entries oommoted to cash un- 
der seotioB 3801, Bevised 8tetates 






188 80> 










Total rtfth ssles 


147 

48 
17 

34 
1 

76 
108 

1 


88,086.76 

7,884.88 
[3,478.08) 

8,088.80 






88,188 67 


Original homestead entries... 


8848 00 
133 87 

86 00 


8*80 88 


808 0* 


Final homestead entries 


133 87 


I*nds entered under the tiatheroulture 
laws 


316 88 

18 00 

336 00 

808 08 

800 


866 6* 


Applications to purchase mineral lands. . . 

Applications to purchase eeal landa. 

Pre-emption declaratory statements 

Soldiers' and aaflors' homestead declare* 


16 6* 






336 0* 






888 0* 






8 00 


J 








Total of all glasses of entries and 
amount received therefrom 


416 


48,488.73 


688 87 


1,117 88 


88,888 64 


Salaries, fees, and commissions of register 
and receiver 










4,000 74 


Sinenses of depositing 










78 86 


Tnctdfmtal expenses. .7. 










388 88- 














Total 










4,388 86» 














Amount reoeiTed in oerttnoates of deposit 
on aceeunt of surreys 










680 6* 
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1 


O 


£ 



J 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



N.-MINERAL LANDS DIVISION. 



The following statement shows the quantity of mineral and coal lands 
sold, and the number of entries, filings, &c, made therefor, during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885: 

Mineral lands sold 36,215.02 

Coallandssold 3,675.19 

Total . % 36,890.21 

L ■ L ii ; 

Mineral entries made 1,58$ 

Mineral applications filed 1,405 

Adverse claims filed 173 

Coal entries made 29 

Coal filings made 602 

Mineral contests received 119 

The principal work done by this division during the last fiscal year 
is shown as follows : 

Mineral patents issued, including the making of plats and surveys 510 

Lode and placer claims included in the above patents 525 

Coal patents issued 29 

Number of mineral patents recorded, including the making of plats of surveys. 679 

Pages of patent record made, including the making of plats of surveys 3, 396 

Recent mineral entries examined, including examination of surveys 638 

Old suspended mineral entries examined, about 425 

Suspended mineral entries failing under circulars of December 4, 1884, and May 

11, 1885, examined, and oases of this class re-examined, about 175 

Total mineral entries examined or re-examined 1,238 

Mineral contests on docket finally disposed of 57 

Old mineral contests not docketed disposed of, about 20 

Number of letters received and docketed 5,442 

Number of letters written 4,674 

Number of pages of letter record written 3,043 

During the same period much miscellaneous matter has received at- 
tention, including the making of certified copies and connected diagrams 
of mineral surveys and the preparation of circulars and new forms for 
patents on lode and placer entries for surveyed and unsurveyed lands, 
and for the records thereof. 
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304 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

The following statement shows the condition of the work in the 
division at the close of the fiscal year : 

Mineral aud coal entries unexamined 2,786 

Mineral and coal entries examined and in suspended files 1,379 

Mineral contests in files and not finally disposed of 381 

Agricultural cases, involving mineral questions,examined and suspended, about . 830 

mining regulations for the district of alaska. 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, July 28, 1885. 

(1) In pursuance of the eighth section of the act of Congress approved May 17, 
1884, entitled "An act to provide a civil government for Alaska" (23 Stat., 24), it 
is hereby prescribed that the rules and regulations of the General Land Office and 
Department of the Interior governing the administration of the mining laws of the 
United States be adopted for and extended to the district of Alaska so far as the 
same may be applicable. 

(2) Notices required by mining laws and regulations to be published in a news- 
paper nearest the claim may, until newspapers are established in Alaska, be pub- 
lished in some suitable newspaper or newspapers printed in Washington Territory, to 
be designated by the ex-officio register of the land district of Alaska. 

(3) No public lands other than specific mineral claims are subject to survey or 
disposal in said district. 

(4) The ex-officio register, receiver, and surveyor-general, while acting as such, and 
their clerks and deputy surveyors, will be deemed subject to the laws and regulations 
governing the official conduct and responsibilities of similar officers and person* 
under general statutes of the United States. 

(5) The Commissioner of the General Land Office will from time to time direct the 
ex-officio land officers in the proper discharge of their official duties, and will exeroiM 
the same general supervision over the execution of the laws as are, or may be, exer- 
cised by him in other mineral districts. 

L. Q. C. LAMAR, 

Secretary. 
Approved. 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 
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P.-SPECIAL SERVICE DIVISION 



The work performed in the Special Service Division daring the past 
year is summarized as follows : 

Letters received and registered. 12,758 

Letters written 8,766 

Pages of press-copy books 13,424 

Pages of record ". 4,446 

THE PUBLIC TIMBER. 

Operations daring the fiscal year for the protection of the public 
timber are exhibited in the following statement : 

305 
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308 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

Reference is made to the following recent rulings, recommendations, 
and circular, in regard to timber depredations, as of especial interest: 

In determining the amount of damages resulting from " boxing " trees for turpentine, the injur, 
present and prospective, inflicted upon the trees should be included. 

Acting Secretary Muldrow to Commieeioner Sparks, July t, 1885. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th of June last, inclosing report of Special 
Agent Griffin, dated Jane 4, 1885, relative to the matter of the measure of damagei 
in case of trespass by "boxing" trees npon the pnblic lands for turpentine. 

For years past the Department has at intervals been called npon to examine into 
oases of turpentine trespass preseuted for its action, and has, as a general rulei 
recommended ho it for the recovery of the valne of the material taken. Experience, 
however, clearly shows that such action has entirely failed to accomplish the sup- 
pression of such unlawful operations. Parties against whom judgments have been 
obtained have continued to violate the law even upon an enlarged scale, defying the 
agents of tb«- Government to tbeir faces, and other parties in the immediate vicinity 
have entered upon the work of destruction, in no way deterred by the punishment 
previously vi.sited upon their neighbors. 

The report of Agent Griffin, full and explicit as it is, simply corroborate* the 
information already received from other sources, that a pine forest, when used as a 
" turpentine orchard," is doomed to entire destruction. A 4% box," or gash, is cut into 
the side of a tree, perhaps 10 inches wide and 6 inches deep, and of such a shape as 
to catch and retain a considerable quantity of the crude turpentine gum. The next 
year another "box" is cut at another point in the circumference of the tree, and so 
on. Besides this, the tree is subjected to a "chipping" process, the bark being cut 
through down into the woody portion for 1 % 2 or 18 inches above the upper edge of 
the "box," in order to keep a fresh bleeding surface continually exposed. In four or 
five years the life of the tree is exhausted. Even should the process of " boxing" be 
discontinued, decay will ensue from the action of the weather and worms upon the 
portion of the wood already exposed. There can be no healing process and no futnre 
growth to a pine tree once tapped by the turpentine gatherer's ax. Drippings of 
gum accumulate in the "boxes" and about the root of the dying tree. From the 
carelessness of some traveler, or from lightning striking some tree in the forest, fires 
originate and the entire timber is consumed. After its destruction the land will be 
covered in a few years with a growth of worthless scrub oaks, rendering it entirely 
valueless. 

In view of these considerations, I concnr in your opinion that the measure of 
damages heretofore estimated in such cases, based upon the value of the material 
procured, is insufficient to indemnify the Government for the actual loss resulting 
from the boxing of trees for turpentine ; and you are hereby authorized and directed 
to assess upon depredators of this class hereafter a measure of damages which shall 
include the injury, present and prospective, inflicted npon the trees which have been 
subjected to the operation. 

George W. Arwood et al. 

Under the act of March 3, 1875, the use of timber from public lands by right-of-way railroad oontpsafai 
is limited to timber from adjacent lands taken for the purpose of construction. 

Acting Secretary Muldrow to Attorney-General Garland, July 13, 1885. 

Accompanying this will be found copy of letter, dated the 6th instant, from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, with the documents therein enumerated, 
relative to alleged public timber trespass npon certain described lands in Missouri. 

The lands in question were believed to have been fraudulently entered under the 
homestead law for lumbering purposes. Pending decision as to the validity of the 
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SPECIAL SERVICE. 809 

entries no action was taken by this Department relative to the trespasses ; bat the 
entries, after dne hearing, having been canceled, it is now proper that the question 
of the right of the entrymen to despoil of timber the lands thus fraudulently entered 
should be disposed of. 
The reports of the special agents show the following cases of alleged trespass: 
George W. Arwood, of Washburn, Mo., 49,873 feet of oak timber; Andrew J. Stewart, 
of Washburn, Mo., 50,000 feet; John Durham, of Exeter, Mo., 50,000 feet; Anderson 
B. Salmon, of North Springfield, Mo., 370,000 feet. 

The logs were delivered by the parties named at the saw-mill owned and operated 
by said Salmon, where they were mainly manufactured into railroad timber and sold 
to agents of various railroad companies as follows, as nearly as the special agent 
could estimate: 

To G. W. Turner, for the Saint Louis and 8an Francisco Railroad Company, 77,000 
feet; to H. F. McDaniel, for the Atchisou, Topeka and Santa Fe" Railroad Company, 
154,000 feet; to C. P. Johnson, for the Kansas City, Springfield and Memphis Railroad 
Company, 102,700 feet ; the remaining portion being sold in the general market. 

The alleged trespassers now claim to have cut the timber in question under au- 
thority granted to railroad companies by the act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat., 482). 
Bnt there is no evidence that they plaoed any reliance upon such authority at the 
time of the transaction ; at the time the investigation was made no such claim was 
set up; in carrying out the provisions of that act it would not have been necessary 
to make entry of the lands from which timber for the use of the railroads was cut; 
all of which shows clearly that the idea of claiming immunity under said act was an 
afterthought, devised as a defense against threatened punishment for the fraudulent 
appropriation of the timber in question. 

Furthermore, the Saint Louis and San Francisco railroad was completed at the 
date of the cutting of the timber in question. Consequently that road was excluded 
from the benefits of said act, which permits any right-of-way railroad to take only 
the "material, earth, stone, and timber necessary for the construction of said rail- 
road." 

As to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe* railroad and the Kansas City, Spring- 
field and Memphis railroad, no copies of the appointment of the parties named as 
their agents were ever filed in this Department, as required by circular approved 
thereby March 5, 1883. Nor does it appear that the timber taken was applied in the 
construction of the railroads. If so applied, the railroad companies, in the opinion of 
this Department, far exceeded their rights under this act, as the lands from which 
the timber in question was cut was beyond the terminal limits of the Kansas City, 
Springfield and Memphis railroad, and under the most liberal interpretation of the 
term do not lie " adjacent" to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe* railroad. 

The only shadow of a claim for immunity could arise under the " Chaffee decision,'' 
rendered by this Department February 8, 1883 (1 L. D., 625). But it seems to me 
that such liberality of interpretation, amounting to almost unlimited privileges, as 
are allowed to right-of-way railroads uuder that ruling, are not warrauted by law, 
and is liable to result in detriment to the interests of settlers already upon the lands, 
or of persons desiring to settle in future upon such lands, entirely disproportionate 
to the benefit which they are likely to derive from the railroads which have thus 
been permitted to despoil the lands of their timber. 

In view of the facts set forth, this Department concurs in the recommendation of 
the Commissioner, and would respectfully request that you direct the United States 
attorney for the proper district, if, in his judgment, upon examination, he shall deem 
it for the interest of the United States, to institute civil action against said Arwood, 
8tewart, Durham, and the several railroad companies named, to recover the value, 
after manufacture ($15 per thousand), of the timber cut and removed by them ; and 
as the said Salmon is reported insolvent, and as without his testimony the evidence 
against the other parties named might prove insufficient, that he be used as a witness. 
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310 EBPOBT OP COMMISSIONER OP GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

William Grant et al. 

The United State* will treat as trespass the catting of timber upon unearned odd-numbered 
lying wltjhin the limits of a railroad grant. 

Secretary Lamar to Attorney- General Garland, July 22, 1885. 

Accompanying this will be found copy of letter, dated June 16, 1885, from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, together with other documents, therein enumerated, 
relative to trespasses alleged against William Grant and others, in cutting and re- 
moving timber from certain-described lauds belonging to the United States in Wash- 
ington Territory, and within the primary limits of the grant to the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company. 

From the papers in'the case it appears that during the summer of 1878 a saw-mill- 
was erected on the NE. ± of the NE. ± of Sec. 29, T. 3 N., R. 8 E., Washington Terri- 
tory, by William Grant, of The Dalles, Oregon, and John H. »Stone and Henry S. Davis, 
both of Ainsworth, Washington Territory, niider the firm name of "Grant & Stone." 
The site of the mill was leased for teu years by said Grant, Stone, and Davis from one 
Albert S. Estabrook, who claimed it under pre-emption declaratory statement filed by 
him October 24, 1878, but who has never yet made final proof. 

About September, 1878, said saw-mill owners proceeded to cut timber on parts of 
sections 8, 17, 18, 20, 21, and 29, and operations have been continued to the present 
time, either by the members of said firm or by the following-named persons in their 
employ or interest, to wit: Arthur C. Phelps, Levi Estis, George Broughton, R..L. 
Creaves, James C. Forbes, Hugh B. Bosthwick, and Walter F. Frain, ah set forth in 
the several reports herewith transmitted. 

The amount of timber estimated to have been cut upon the section* named is 
14,346,812 feet, board measure, whereof 5,297,112 feet was cut upon the even sections 
and 9,549,700 feet upon the odd sections. In addition to the above, 1,500 cords of 
wood were cut (in 1879) from said Sec. 20 by said Grant, Stone, and Davis. 

The timber, after manufacture into lumber at the mill of Grant & Stone, was trans- 
ported in a flume to the Columbia river aud shipped to various points. The major 
portion of it was sold to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company or the Oregon Rail- 
road and Navigation Compauy for the construction and repair of their roads ; a smaller 
portion was disposed of in the general market. 

As to the lands in the even sections above named: Upon a portion of them declara- 
tory pre-emption statements were filed, but the pre-emptors have never improved or 
occupied said tracts except for logging purposes. Upon a portion of them homestead 
entries have been made, but the entries have been canceled; or (in one case) the 
entryman has left his land and his present whereabouts is unkuown, or (in one case) 
the entryman failed to present proof of beiug a citizen. 

As to the lands in the odd sections above named : On the 26th of February, 1883, my 
predecessor, in requesting the special agents of this Department to carefully separate 
the cases of trespass upon odd sections within the granted limits of railroads from those 
committed upon even sections, expressed the opinion that " there can be no propriety in 
the United States prosecuting cases of trespass on odd sections of land within railroad 
limits, whether earned or unearned" (I L. D., 626). This ruling was based upon the 
decision of the Supreme Court in the case of Schulenberg vs. Harriman (21 Wall., 44). 

Judge Deady, of the United States district court for Oregou, however, in the case of 
the United 8tatesr«. Chijders (12 Federal Reporter, 586, June 27, 1882), points out the 
fact that the lauguage of the graut to which the Schnlenberg-Harriman decision 
referred was widely different from that of the grant to the Northern Pacific railroad, 
and holds that in the latter case Congress — 

"Did not intend to part with the title to the lands until and only so fast as they 
were earned by the completion of the work. * • • The legal title to the unearned 
portions of this grant — the odd-numbered sections opposite to which the road has not 
been completed and accepted— is still in the United States." 
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While this Department does not consider itself necessarily bound by the decisions 
of the several United States circuit and district courts, it may yet be permitted to 
remark that in its opinion the language quoted conveys a correct interpretation of the 
statute bearing upon the case at bar. 

My predecessor's opinion (cited supra) concludes thns: 

"There is no legal reason why any railroad company, when its grant of lands by 
Congress is a present one, cannot institute proceedings against a trespasser on its lands , 
since no valid objection could be raised on the trial of such case on account of want 
of title in the company, inasmuch as title to the company can be questioned only by 
the United States." 

The trouble with this conclusion is that in many cases the railroad company, being 
the principal beneficiary by the trespass, is therefore in no way interested in institut- 
ing legal proceedings against the trespasser, bat on the contrary deeply interested 
that such proceedings shall not be instituted. Of this condition of affairs the case at 
bar is a conspicuous example. In this case it is noticeable furtber: although the 
lands trespassed upon were within the granted limits upon the map of general route, 
yet upon the map of definite location they fall outside of both granted and indemnity 
limits, and will therefore finally, of necessity, revert to the United States, with their 
value destroyed or largely diminished by the loss of the timber of which they have 
been denuded for the benefit of the railroad companies. 

This Department would therefore respectfully request, in accordance with the rec- 
ommendation of the Commissioner, that you direct the United States attorney for the 
proper district to institute criminal proceedings against the said William Grant (the 
principal owner of the saw-mill and the master-spirit among the trespassers), and civil 
suit against said Grant and the other parties named, jointly (including the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company and the Oregon Railroad and Navigatign Company), to re- 
cover the value, after manufacture, of the whole amount of timber reported cut upon 
both the even and the odd sections hereinbefore described; also civil suit against 
Grant, Stone, and Davis to recover the full market value of the 1,500 cords of wood 
cut and removed therefrom by them. 

Montana Improvement Company. 

The United States may protect its unsurveyed lands within railroad limits from timber trespass. 
The only right a land-grant railroad has to timber through s region of nnsnrveyed country is the 

right to procure timber for construction purposes from adjacent lands. 
Query. — Is the Northern Pacific Railroad Company authorised under the second section of the act of 

July 2, 1884, to use timber from the public lands in the erection of depots, station-houses, &o.f 

Secretary Lamar to Commissioner Sparks, July 25, 1885. 

The Department is in receipt of your predecessor's letters, dated respectively March 
19 and June 28, 1884, the former forwarding report dated March 3, 1884, from Special 
Agent William F. Prosser, the latter transmitting communication, dated June 18, 
1884, from one S. H. Williams, of Noxon, Mont., all relating to the operations of the 
Montana Improvement Company. 

" The Montana Improvement Company, limited," is an organization incorporated 
under the laws of Montana Territory, having a capital stock of two million dollars 
($2,000,000). Of this amount $1,000,100 (one share more than one-half, thus consti- 
tuting a controlling interest) is held hy the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. Of 
the remainder, the greater part is held by the firm of Eddy, Hammond & Co., of Mis- 
soula, Montana, who are the chief managers of the Montana Improvement Company. 
One of the partners of the firm, Mr. E. L. Bonner, is president of said company. 

The Montana Improvement Company has a contract with the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company to supply the latter with all the timber, lumber, co/d-wood, and 
other material made of timber between Miles City, Mont., and Wallula Junction, 
Wash, (between which points said railroad is now completed), a distance of 925 
miles. It has secured, by arrangement with the railroad company, the control of all 
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the timber on railroad lands between the two points named. It claims control also 
of all the timber on Government lands within railroad limits for the same distance. 
Agent Prosser, in his report, says : 

' " While in Missoula I was told by Mr. A. B. Hammond, of the firm of Eddy, Ham- 
mond & Co., who is one of the principal managers of the Montana Improvement 
Company, that Mr. E. L. Bonner, the president of the company, together with Mr. 
Maginnis, the delegate in Congress from Montana Territory, end Mr. C. B. Sanborn, 
the land agent of the Northern Pacific railroad, had called in person upon the hon- 
orable Secretary of the Interior, in Washington, D. C, and that they had received 
permission and authority from him to cut all the timber tbey might require from 
Government land— at least where the land was not surveyed." 

A letter (copy inclosed) from Hon. B. H. Brewster, Attorney-General, to this 
Department, under date of February 2, 1884, contains substantially the same state- 
ment, with additional particulars: 

" I desire to call your attention to the matter of Eddy, Hammond & Co., a firm car- 
rying on business in the town of Missoula, and who are large contractors and lumber 
dealers. During the construction of the Northern Pacific railroad they were' under 
contract to supply ties. It appears that they obtained permission from the Depart- 
ment of the Interior to erect saw-mills on the reservation (Flathead Indian) and 
to use the timber, the stipulation being that so soon as the road was completed to 
Portland, Oreg. t they should leave. The road has long been completed, but the firm 
insists on keeping their mills on the reservation. They are running night And day, 
or were during the summer and fall, and are getting out ties enough to last for some 
years, besides sawing lumber, using the same in their own business. They are oat- 
ting out all the available timber." 

The wrong perpetrated upon settlers and persons who may hereafter desire to settle 
upon the even sections reserved by the Government is clearly shown by the follow- 
ing extract from the letter of S. H. Williams (copy herewith) : 

"There are a few men here that represent themselves as the Montana Improvement 
Company — Eddy, Hammond & Co., Missoula, Mont. * * * They have from two 
to three thousand men here, steadily chopping the Government timber and sawing 
it up into lumber and shingles for their own benefit, and pocketing the proceeds 
themselves ; and if anybody else wants any to fence with or use on their place, or for 
firewood, they make a terrible fuss about it and threaten to put them in state's 
prison. * * * If I can read right, I don't think the law allows them to destroy 
public timber as these men are doing— and they charge an outrageous price for their 
lumber, too." 

The injustice to other mill- owners and lumber-dealers is strongly portrayed in the 
special agent's statement that the Northern Pacific railroad charges the Montana 
Improvement Company for transporting lumber from Spokane Falls to Endicott $23 
per car-load, while all other parties are charged $47 per car-load ; and that the Improve- 
ment Company threatens to briug about the prosecution of all saw-mill owners who 
cut timber from either Government or railroad laud, excepting such as will carry on 
their business in subordination to and as employes of the Improvement Company, while 
to these the said company guarantees the same indemnity from prosecution by the 
Government which the company asserts has been pledged to itself. In this way all 
other lumber manufacturers and dealers throughout this vast extent of territory have 
been compelled to become tributary to the Improvement Company or to suspend 
operations and go into bankruptcy. 

There is not upon the records of this Department any authorization or document of 
any sort grauting to the Montana Improvement Company any such permission as it 
claims to have received. Indeed, the officers of the company do not claim to have 
received anything more than a verbal permission from the Secretary of the Interior. 
It does not appear from what Secretary of the Interior such verbal permission was 
received, nor does It appear with any exactness what the terms of such permission 
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were, if indeed any permission of any kind was given. Whatever they may have 
been, it is clear, from the honorable Attorney-General's letter of February 2, 1884, 
that said company has far ezoeeded them. In any event, the Secretary of the Interior 
is simply an executive officer, whose duty it in to see that the laws are executed. He 
is not himself at liberty to violate the law, nor can he authorize any one else to violate 
the law. If, even in accordance with permission received from him, the men consti- 
tuting the Montana Improvement Company have violated the law, they are none the 
less amenable to the law for such violation, for such permission could not render 
lawful anything that the statute expressly forbids. 

The agent says that the great difficulty in connection with this matter— 

41 Lies in the fact that most of the land where it is being out is unsurveyed. It is 
difficult, indeed impossible, to determine properly the rights of settlers, of the railroad 
company, or of the Government, where no survey has been made of the lands upon 
which the timber has been cut." 

It is plain that the right to protect from trespass the unsurveyed lands of the United 
States must reside somewhere. It cannot reside in the railroad company, for its right 
even to the alternate sections cannot attach until survey shall show which sections 
are odd and which are even ; consequently not until after such survey can it exercise 
any authority over any portion of the land. Until survey, all those lands are under 
the control of the United States, and the United. States may protect them from tres- 
pass, either by an individual trespasser or by the railroad company. The only right 
a laud-grant railroad has to timber, &c, through a region of unsurveyed country is 
such as pertains to all railroads under the general right of way, including the right 
to procure timber for construction purposes from "adjacent" lands. 

Possibly there have been cases in which timber cut from unsurveyed lands within 
granted limits has been cut by or for a railroad in which the Government waived 
its full legal rights in the premises and exacted remuneration or penalty for but one- 
half the timber taken, estimating the amount cut upon the granted and the un gran ted 
sections to have been equal, but such waiver could not invalidate its right over all 
lands yet unsurveyed. In the language of section 47 of the circular instructions of 
your office to timber agents, approved by my predecessor June 1, 1883, "the purpose 
of the Government is to prevent the unlawful taking of timber from all Government 
lands until the title to such lands has actually passed from the United States" 

Of course no such question as that above discussed can arise with reference to the 
large amount of timber which it is alleged has been cut by the Montana Improve- 
ment Company for other purposes than the construction of the Northern Pacific 
railroad. 

You request from the Department instructions relative to the matters contained in 
Agent Pressor's report, which says, among other things: 

"It is also desirable that specific instructions be furnished as to whether or not 
lumber used in the building of depots, station-houses, shops, woodsheds, &c, by the 
railroad company is properly included iu the timber which it is allowable to take 
for 'construction purposes 7 from the public lands." 

I cannot discover, from an examination of the records of the Department, that 
this question has ever been decided. The language of the portion of the granting 
act bearing upon this point is as follows (act of July 2, 1864, 13 Stat., 365) : 

"The right, power, and authority is hereby given to said corporation to take from 
the public lands adjacent to the line of said road material of earth, stone, timber, 
etc., for the construction thereof." 

That is, manifestly, for the construction of the "road." It has unquestionably 
been the custom of the various railroads, however, to make use of the public timber, 
if needed, for the construction of depots, &c, the same as for ties or bridges; and it 
is perhaps at least questionable whether a restrictive interpretation of the statute 
could properly be insisted upon. 

The principal difficulty in connection with this matter is found in the fact that in 
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reality no case is presented in a shape to justify action, either in the form of a Bait, 
criminal or civil, or of a demand upon either the Montana Improvement Company 
or the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. The statement is made in general terms 
that extensive depredations have been committed, hut no definite charge is presented. 
It would certainly avail little to make a vague demand upon the companies named 
for no specific sum on account of the cutting of an indefinite amount of timber, 
cut in Montana Territory or Washington Territory, or somewhere else, at some time 
unstated, by individuals unknown. 

With a view to putting an end as speedily as possible to the extensive depreda- 
tions alleged by the special agent and others to have been committed and to be still 
in progress by the companies named, you are directed to take prompt and vigorous 
measures to ascertain the amount of timber already cut by them, or by other parties 
for them, on Government land — on even sections where surveyed, and upon both even 
and odd sections where unsurveyed — with a careful report, as set forth in the blank 
forms of special agents' reports sent out by your office, of all particulars as to amounts, 
dates, witnesses, &c, aud ou receipt of such reports you will transmit the same to 
the Department, with your recommendation in each case. 

I shall at once transmit a copy of this letter, inclosing Agent Prosser's report, to 
the honorable Attorney-General, accompauied by a request that he take prompt 
measures to put a stop to further operations of the Montana Improvement Company 
and of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company upon even sections of surveyed lands 
and npon all unsurveyed lauds, leaving the matter of the punishment of or reimburse- 
ment for past depredations for future consideration and action. 

[circular.] 

Department op the Interior, General Land Office, 

Washington, Z>. C, August 29, 1885. 
To Registers and Receivers U. S. Land Offices and Special Agents G. L. 0. : 

Gentlemen : In determining the right of railroad compauies having a right of way 
through public lands under the general right-of-way act (18 Stat., 482) or under 
special acts making grants of public land to aid in the construction of railroads "to 
take from the public lauds adjacent to the line of said road" material of earth, stone, 
and timber necessary for the construction thereof, you will be governed by the fol- 
lowing instructions in lieu of all former regulations, which are hereby revoked : 

(1) Such provisions refer exclusively to roads in the process of construction. No pub- 
lic timber or material is permitted to be taken or used for the repair or improvement of 
a road after its original completion. The right to take such timber or material ceases 
when the road is open to the public for general use. 

(2) Timber or material may be taken from the public lands only for the construction 
of the road, including roadway, bridges, culverts, trestles, and the like, but cannot 
be taken for the erection of stations, freight houses, fences, sheds, or other buildings 
or structures. 

(3) No public timber is permitted to be taken or used for fuel by any railroad 
company. 

(4) No railroad company is entitled to procure, or cut, or remove, or cause to be 
procured, cut, or removed, either by it-self or through its agents or other persons, in 
any manner, any timber or other material from the public lands for sale or disposal, 
either to other companies or to the public, or for exportation. 

(5) The right of railroad companies to take timber and other material from the pub- 
lic lands is restricted by law to lands " adjacent to the line of the road." This will 
be construed as meaning that the companies have permission to take timber and 
other material along the line of the road in progress of construction, and in the im- 
mediate vicinity thereof or in near proximity thereto. It will not be deemed a license 
to go to distant points and obtain timber, to the deprivation of settlement, mining, 
and other rights and interests in such localities and the impairment of the general 
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welfare of the country over extended areas. The privilege must be exercised where 
the law places its exercise, viz, " adjacent to the line of the road." 

(6) The right to take timber and other material from the public lands for the con- 
struction of railroads is granted to railroad companies organized as provided by laws 
entitling them to such privilege, and to no other parties. 

(7) No person is authorized to cut or take timber from the public lands for the pur- 
pose of $elling the same to railroad companies. 

(8) Only those persons who are the direct or duly authorized agents of a proper 
railroad company are permitted to obtain' timber or other material for the use of such 
company in the construction of its road. 

(9) Unauthorized persons cnttingor taking timber from the public lauds, although 
for sale to a railroad company, will be deemed trespassers, and they, as well as the 
company receiving or purchasing the same, will be proceeded against accordingly. 

(10) No growing trees less than eight inches in diameter will be permitted to be 
cut. No tree can be out that is not required for use for construction purposes, and 
all of each tr^e cut that can be us?d for construction purposes must be utilized. 

(11) The tops and lops of all trees must be cut and piled, and the brush removed 
or disposed of in such a manner as to prevent the spread of forest fires. 

(12) Each company, before causing the cutting or removal of timber or other ma- 
terial from the public lauds, must file with the Secretary of the Interior a copy of its 
articles of incorporation, and due proof of its organization under the same, also a 
map of its definite line of location ; and if it desires to authorize an agent or agents 
to cut or remove timber from the public land, such agent or agents must be properly 
appointed iu writing; said appointment most specifically describe the land to be cut 
upon and prescribe the prohibitions and regulations contained in paragraphs 10 and 
11 of this circular. .Copies of all such appointments must be filed in this office, in 
order that such persons may be regarded as agents of the company. 

(13) Every company, its officers, agents, contractors, and employes, will be held 
responsible for any unlawful taking of timber or other material and for all waste and 
damage. 

(14) Under the act of June 3, 1878, the right to cut timber from public mineral 
lands is reserved to the bona fide residents of the state or territory in which the same 
are sitnated, and railroad companies are prohibited from cutting or causing to be 
cut any timber from such land. Persons violating this act are liable to the penalties 
provided by the third section thereof. They are also prohibited from cutting timber 
from any land within the limits of any military park or Indian reservation or other 
lands especially reserved from sale. 

l."». The right of any railroad company to cut timber for construction purposes, under 
the act of March 3, 1JJ75, ceases at the expiration of five years after its definite loca- 
tion upon any portion of said road which is not then completed. 
Respect fnlly, * 

WILLIAM WALKER, 

Acting Conimisnioner. 
Approved August 29, 1885. 

G. A. JENKS, 

Acting Secretary. 

PROTECTION OP THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Daring the year twenty-eight agents were employed in the investi- 
gation of fraudulent entries and otherwise protecting public lands from 
illegal appropriation. The average i>eriod of service of each was nine 
months and sixteen days, and therefore the actual service performed 
was equivalent to that of twenty-two agents for one year and one agent 
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for three months. The last five mouths of the year the force was prin- 
cipally employed in attending hearings before the local officers, ordered 
upon reports of agents made prior to the year; hence the amount of 
field-work accomplished was less than that of the preceding year, dar- 
ing which fewer hearings were held. The hearings were rendered 
necessary because of the rule directing that the frauds reported by 
the agents be proven as in ordinary contests. Thereunder they were 
required to be present at the hearings, accompanied by witnesses, and 
prepared to submit testimony on the part of the Government in every 
case. This practice caused needless expense, as in a majority of the 
cases the defendants failed to appear. Under the present practice of 
holding entries for cancellation directly upon the reports of the agents 
and allowing the entrymen sixty days from notice in which to show 
cause why hearings should be granted greater results are attained 
with proportionately less expense. The present practice is outlined in 
the following circular : 

Department of the Interior, 

General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, July 31, 1885. 
To Registers and Receivers and Special Agents: 

Gentlemen : The practice of ordering hearings as a matter of course, and without 
application, in cases of entries held for cancellation on special agents' reports, is dis- 
continued. 

Hereafter when an entry is so held for cancellation the claimant will be allowed 
sixty days after due notice in which to appeal to the Secretary of the Interior or to 
show cause why the entry should be sustained. 

Applications for hearings must be accompanied by the sworn statement of claimant, 
setting forth npecifically the grounds of his defense and what he expects to prove at 
such hearing. He must also make oath that his application is made in good faith, 
and not for the purpose of delay. 

Notice to claimants will be sent by registered letter to their last known post-offioe 
address, and the return letter receipt (or returned letter) will be transmitted to this 
office with register and receiver's report. 

Notice will also be served personally if claimant can be reached, and registers and 
receivers and special agents will take every precaution to see that notice reaches the 
party or his attorney, and to preserve and transmit the evidence of service, or of 
attempt to procure service. 

Attorneys appeariug for alleged fraudulent entrymen will bfc required to file the 
written authority of the claimant for such appearance. 

WM. A. J. SPARK8, 

Commissioner, 

Approved : 

G. A. JENK8, 

Acting Secretary. 

Many obstacles are presented to investigations of fraudulent entries. 
Whole communities engage iu making them, the entrymen evading the 
laws by a mere show of compliance therewith and supporting one an- 
other in efforts to avoid detectiou. The agents in such cases may have 
intimation of fraud or reasou to suspect it, but the exact facts are diffi- 
cult of ascertainment. Similar difficulties are encountered in this office 



Digitized by 



Google 



SPECIAL SERVICE 317 

in the examination of entries. The proofs in groups of entries made for 
speculative purposes or companies are usually taken by officers other 
than the register or receiver, whose favor has been secured, and are pre- 
pared by experts, so as to appear ou their face without flaw. 

It occurs frequently that parties wishing to obtain title to desired 
tracts hire persons to pretend residence on the lauds as settlers, furnish 
them with funds to place thereon such improvements as are deemed 
necessary for the purpose and to make purchase, take mortgages on 
the premises ostensibly to secure repayment, and foreclose the latter as 
soon as practicable after the proofs are made. Thus parties virtually 
conspiring to defraud the Government endeavor to. place themselves 
beyond trial by the observance of legal forms, and this office finds itself 
unable to cope with the evil successfully under the laws as they exist. 

EXAMINATIONS OP MINERAL LANDS. 

In addition to general investigations of entries, special examinations 
are required to determine the character of extensive tracts of land 
alleged to be more valuable for mineral than for agricultural purposes. 

The returns of the surveyor-general are primarily accepted as indi- 
cating the character of the laud, but they are frequently, if not often 
collusively, incorrect, and private development of rich and extensive 
deposits of minerals previously unsuspected of being in existence by 
people generally is continually going on. If such deposits are discov- 
ered upon lands treated as agricultural advantage is immediately taken 
by informed parties to acquire title to selected portions by illegal and 
fraudulent entries under agricultural laws. 

In Arkansas very extensive deposits of manganese have been dis- 
covered in Independence and Izard counties. The ore is found in but 
Few localities, is extensively used in the Bessemer steel process, and 
commands a high price. Several companies have organized and entered 
considerable land for cash as agricultural, the entries being made with 
full knowledge of the mineral character of the tracts, obtained through 
inspection by expert mineralogists. The limits of this deposit have 
been determined by examination, the laud containing it has been classi- 
fied as mineral, and investigation of the entries within the area is being 
pursued. In Carroll, Boone, Marion, Newton, and Searcy counties 
deposits of zinc, lead, and copper have been discovered, the former said 
to be of the finest quality and purity. These tracts being remote from 
transportation facilities, have, to a considerable extent, been appropri- 
ated for speculative purposes, and not with a view of immediate devel- 
opment. In Johusou, Scott, Sebastian, and Gape counties large bodies 
of coal are reported, the exact extent Of which remains to be definitely 
ascertained. 

As the lands generally in Arkansas were offered at public sale, nearly 
all the tracts in the state now vacant are subject to private entry. The 
offering operated to classify the lands as agricultural, and advantage 
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of this fact is taken by parties to enter at private entry — at agricultural 
prices — tracts known or supposed to contain mineral. 

Reports from Wyoming show that an area of 300 square miles in 
Johnson and Crook couuties is underlaid with coal, and other extensive 
and valuable deposits are alleged in different localities. 

In Washington Territory the whole country from Seattle northward 
to British Columbia is stated to be oue vast coal-field. 

From California numerous complaints are received alleging mineral 
character of much land heretofore reported as agricultural, particularly 
land claimed as non-mineral under railroad and other grants, from 
which mineral lands are excepted. 

FENCING. 

The extent to which unlawful inclosure of the public lands and 
fraudulent entry of tracts inclosed have been carried on, and of the 
hindrance thereby caused to honest settlement, can scarcely be over- 
estimated. The following is a statement of particular cases brought 
specially to the attention of this office: 

Statement of cases of unlawful fencing of the public lands, giving names of occupants and 

locality and area of tracts. 




Leyisey Brothers -• Pueblo oounty, Colorado 

John Koss I do 

John Herspereer I do 

Lankford Brothers I do 

E.C.Toile do 

John (x. Haas do 

Mc Daniels & Davis .' do 

Nanorede & Ramsey I do 

Benton Canon j do 

Robert Grant do 

George Huss , do 

J. W.FraDk do 

M. State do 

Garnett & Langford | do 

A. D. Carpenter \ do 

Crook & Carlisle ! do 

Rantchler & Lamb do 

Freeman Brothers 

I. S Carter 

M. T.Hopkins 

James Beatty 

Daniel Keese 

J. O. Jones ( do 

Polk & Anderson ! ... do 

Martin Stevens ... I do 

A.8.Polk I do 

Columbia Cattle Company i do 

H.S.Holly do 

McLean Brothers do 

Joseph Graham I do 



Fremont and Pueblo counties, Colorado . 

do 

Bent county, Colorado 

do 



do 



A. J. Anderson . 

Humphrey Best 

G. W.Swlnk 

J.W.Potter 

John McMillen 

J.W.Prowers 

Vrooman & McFife.. 
Hopkins & Bingham. 



.do . 
.do. 
do . 

:fc: 

do. 
do. 
do. 



J. W. Patton ! do 

H.Bert do . 

James Pratt ! do . 

Irwin & Clark I do . 



40,000 
30,000 
80,000 
20,000 
10,000 
40,000 
000 



HE: 



20,800 
21,000 
1,500 
1,920 
7,500 
9,000 
5,700 
3,000 
1,200 
2,000 
1,200 
1.000 
2,000 
8,000 
4,500 
8,600 
200,000 
50,000 
80,000 
6,000 
6,000 
8.000 
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Statement of cases of unlawful fencing of the public lands, fc. — Continued. 



Occupants. 



Macy & Snyder 

A. Rhode* & Bro 

William Stone 

Garrett Robinson 

George Peck 

H. B.Cartter 

Henry Kellogg 

John Carson 

Richard Ashton 

J.L. Mitch 

H Thompson 

Reed St Foster 

Prairie Cattle Company 

Arkansas Valley Cattle Company . 

A.D.Davis 

Chick. Browne St Co 

B. K. Kitnberly 

H. G- Schsefer 

Henry lyebhart . 

W. H. H. Cranmer 

Williams St Tucker 

F.Ernest 

Rhoads&Bro 

Charles Coon 

E. A. Cbase . 



Geor ge L ockey . 
IsaacWeber — 



Fremont county, Colorado, 
do- . 



do. 
.da 
.do. 
.do. 

do. 
.do. 
.do. 

do. 

do. 



Witcher Brothers 

Raynolds Catt le Company 

WillUm Gorman 

Ed. Burnett 

R.Pope 

C.E. Philips 

James Rrrers ■ 

Henry Berria 

Ed.Wab 

A. Steele 

John Locke 

HaU&Rarela 

James *!£ al loy 

Frank Bloom 

W.T.Bnrus 

George W.Thompson * 

Bernard Corrigan ... 

Western Cattle Company 

Allen & Link 

B.F. Spinney 

Robbing, Love St Sims : do 

B-Berrv I do 

W.R. Smith ; do 

B. Hammond do 

Early Brothers do 

J. Ma lock do 

J. Siroms. do 

Thomas Rabbins do 

Fred.Stoll do 

J. A.Sddy do 

David DeGraff : El Paso county, Colorado 

Robert Douglass do 



Locality. 



Area. 



Acra. 



.do 
do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
do 
do 
do 



Bent and Las Animas conn ties, Colorado . 

do 

Bent county, Colorado 

do .. 

Arapahoe county, Colorado 

do 



.do. 

do. 

do 

do. 
.do. 
.do . 
.do 

do. 

do. 



5,000 

5,000 

2,000 

1,000.000 

553,168 

21,000 

27,000 

3,200 

9,000 



Las Animas county, Colorado . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

. ..do 

Park county, Colorado 

do 



W. A. Bell 



do 



John White La Plata county, Colorado . . 

J. Ald<*rson i do 

8.RPruden etat do 

H H.Metcalf Elbert county, Colorado 

Jndflon H. Bristow Larimer county. Colorado . . 

Weld county, Colorado 

. do..... 

Huerfano county, Colorado . 

Custer county, Nebraska ... 
do 



J.W.Bowles 

Roge^- Ireland - 

Levi Petty 

Brighton Ranch Company . 

Irwin & Hank ell 

Kennebec Rancb Company do . 

Finleii Ranch do . 

J. B. Boblets St Son do. 

Kankin Live Stock Company I do 

Co* & Carter j do 

Bonier I do 

Briggle Ranch I do 

C. F. Coffee St Co - Sioux county, Nebraska 

Circle Bar Stock Company ' do 



7,500 

20.000 

50,000 

2,000 

6,000 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

20.000 

10,000 

10,000 

24,000 

88,000 

2,020 

8,200 

1,000 



13.500 

6,000 

8,500 

25,000 

15,000 

2,000 

12,000 

'20,000 

10,000 

10,000 



3,000 
18,000 

1,720 
10.000 
11.500 

6,500 

1.800 
200,000 

3,000 



2,000 



125,000 

12,000 

40,000 

7,000 

4,000 



100,000 
16,000 
1,800 
6,000 
5,380 



Digitized by 



Google 



820 REPORT OP COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
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Occupants. 



Lakota Stock Company 

War Bonnet Live Stock Company 

M. C.Keith 

Ben Hershey 

Ira Nlohola 

Nelson & Son 

Edward Moore 

Robert Burch 

Poindezter 6c Orr 

Montana Cattle Company 

T. Wilcox & Co 

Charles Beaudien 

Solomon Jeuniugs 

Patrick Largy 

Kftbura Parker. .* 

B. A. Mavnard . 

William Wallace 

David Dankleberry 

James A. Campbell 

William Dunphy 

Andrew Benson 

Mason & Bradley 

8cott&Hauk 

Rafael & Bradley 

Crum & F^rrisi 

Cimarron and Reoello Cattle Company 

Dubuque Cattle Company 

Grayson & Borland 

Clotfelter. Thomas & Blake 

Flint ic Hamilton 

W. O. Thompson 

W.J.Wilson 

Treadwell 

Hale 

RoubidoQx. Grogan A Madigan 

Danskin Brothers 

T.D.Stewart 

C. H. Hotton 

Charles El well 

Wyoming Cattle Ranch Company 

Pred.G. Wolf . •.....!_. 

George Birmingham , 

William Castro " , 

William Granger 

James V. Cantlin , 

Dnrbin Brothers 

B. Ernest 

Thomas Ray 

Thomas Swain , 

Ogden & Urea , 

P. T. Stevens 

Northwestern Land and Cattle Company 



Locality. 



Sioux county, Nebeaska t 

do 

Lincoln oonnty. Nebraska 

do 

do 

Hitchcock oonnty, Nebraska 

do 

do 

Beaverhead oonntv. Montana 

Meagher county, Montana 

do 

Silver Bow county, Montana 

do 

do 

Madison county, Montana 

, do 

Deer Lodge county, Montana 

do 

Custer oonnty, Montana 

Eureka county, Nevada 

do 

Elko county, Nevada 

do 

Lander county. Nevada 

. do . 

San Mignel county, New Mexico 

Mora county, New Mexico 

Socorro county, New Mexico 

Kingman and Harper counties, Kansas 

Kingman and Pratt counties, Kansas 

Barbour county, Kansas 

Rawlins county, Kansas 

Harper county, Kansas 

do 

Wallace county, Kansas 

Alturas county, Idaho 

Nez Percys county, Idaho 

Albany county, Wyoming 

do ' 

Sweetwater county, Wyoming 

Carbon county, Wyoming 

do , 

do 

do 

.... do 

do... 

do 

Emery county, Utah , 

do , 

San Juan county, Utah 

do .. 

Public land strip 



Aersa 

61,968 

6,271 

12,000 

961 

1,661 

20,666 



90, an 
7,601 
6,000 
4,600 
7 V 800 
706 
8,060 
2,000 
4,500 
660 
2,506 

11,600 
8,800 



1,806 

5,000 

276,000 

10,006 

100,006 

24,166 

27,886 



64,006 

8,006 

2.906 

102,066 

7,606 

646 

6,098 

24,506 



a, ooo 

4.000) 

1,006 

1,806 

126,096 



In addition to the above, many complaints have been received gen- 
erally alleging the inclosure of vast areas of public land in variQus por- 
tions of the country. For example : Over 700,000 acres are reported 
inclosed in Comanche county, 400,000 acres in Gove county, and 55,000 
acres in Sheridan county, Kansas. In Grant and Socorro counties, 
New Mexico, over 3,000,000 acres are reported inclosed, and extensive 
preparations under way to largely increase this amount. 

The foregoing merely indicates the situation existing throughout the 
entire region of grazing country west of the 99th meridian. 

The number of cases of different kinds referred to agents for investi- 
gation during the year was 1,381 ; the number of cases, including 60 
fencing cases, investigated and reported by agents was 2,512. The 
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number of cases investigated, exclusive of fencing cases, and the locali- 
ties in which the investigations were pursued, are below exhibited: 



State or Territory. 


No. of 
oases. 


State or Territory. 


No. of 
oases. 


Alabama .« 


12 
44 

529 
451 
829 
64 
9 
117 
90 
28 
57 
8 


Missonri 


3 


-Arkansas 


Montana 


51 


California ... 


Nebraska 


•0 


Colorado, - 


"New Mexico - . T , . » ,. tr ,_... r _ T _ T -,... 


C8 


Dakota 


Oreiron 


87 


Florida 


uSn^.:://..::....:.:...::.:..:.::v.:.::: 


18 


Idaho 


Washington 


289 


Kantian 


WidCOnsIn T- r -.-r-,*.-,*WT- r rw-T- rr T ■**-■., t-,- 


•7 


Louisiana 


Wyoming 


198 


Michigan ... 


Total ..... 




Minnesota ........ T .... T -,- TTT --- r ,,. 


2,452 


Kianinnippi 








6296 P L 21 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF ARIZONA. 



United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Tucson, July 7, 1885. 

8ir: Complying with your circular letter dated April 9, 1885, 1 have the honor to 
hand yon herewith my annual report of the surveying service in Arizona daring the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

I also submit herewith a tabular statement of contracts under the general appro- 
priation and under the deposit law (R. S. f 2401), &c. 

The apportionment of $20,000 for surveying service in Arizona was distributed with 
due care to cover a portion of country already settled, or certain to be settled, thickly 
on account of its adaptation to agriculture, grazing, and homestead and pre-emption 
entry, and it was deemed expedient to do a large part of the work in tne southern 
land district. To accomplish this object one contract was let for surveys in the San 
Simon valley and one contract was let for surveys in the Sulphur Spring valley, both 
located in the southern district, while a third contract was let to cover the lands ad- 
jacent to Live Oak and the north fork of Beaver creeks, in the northern land district, 
convenient to railroad facilities. 

The surveys in the San Simon and Sulphur Spring valleys have been completed 
and forwarded to this office. The survey on Live Oak creek has been delayed on 
account of errors discovered in the work of old surveys, which, however, admit of 
easy remedy, so that the surveying work will soon progress to completion. Water 
can be found within a few feet of the surface at all times of the year in the San Simon 
and Sulphur Spring valleys, which particularly recommends the localities to pre- 
emption and homestead settlers. Unfortunately, the very fact that nature has pro- 
vided so well for this section of country has proven an attractive feature to murderous 
bands of renegade Apache Indians, and on several occasions they have murdered 
settlers, stolen stock, and plundered ranches on their line of march through these 
valleys to Mexico. However, much as the fear of roving, warlike Indians may militate 
against these valleys, I am satisfied the entire section will be settled up more thickly 
perhaps than any other portion of Arizona, and at a very early day. 

The public surveys in this territory have not been adequately apportioned for. The 
fact that oar population extends over so vast an area, and that settlements have to 
bo made with a very careful regard to permanent water, tends to present a scattering 
settlement in each township as compared with countries favored with regular and 
ample rainfalls. Nevertheless, I submit these settlers who irrigate artificially and 
redeem land should be encouraged in their good work by early surveys, in order that 
they niav be able to perfect titles to the land they have worked so hard to cultivate 
and utilize. These early surveys are particularly desirable in a time of Indian out- 
break, as settlers in dangerous localities should be in a position to leave their land 
and homes when danger threatens without jeopardizing their titles. 

The Texas Pacific forfeiture act was the means of furnishing homes to hundreds of 
families. Some of the most desirable locations in Arizona were within the long-re- 
served boundaries of this alleged grant. The settlement of this vast tract of land will 
necessitate increased facilities for surveys, and an increased apportionment would 
be very desirable and useful on account of this large addition of public land that is 
now open to entry. Much of this land is well adapted to farming, taking in, as it 
does, many of the valleys along the Gila and Salt rivers, and the fact of its being 
restored to the public domain was an impetus to the sale of Government land unpar- 
alleled in Arizona. 

PRIVATE LAND GRANTS. 

I have made no reports on land grants during the past fiscal year. The only work 
done has been correspondence between this office and the American minister at Mad- 
rid and between this office and Mexican officials, carried on through the Interior 
Department, said correspondence being necessary before an intelligent investigation 
could be had of the grant before the office. As the result of facts ascertained by the 
correspondence above referred to, you instructed me to take no further steps with the 
grant in question. During the past fiscal year no surveys of land grants have been 
made. It is rumored that one of the floating " Baca grants" will be presented to this 
office for location. This will not be the first time this grant has been before the office, 
though it has been lost sight of for a long while. 
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• 

It is materially to the interest of this territory that all grants presented for report 
and confirmation should be disposed of by thorough and well-informed investigation 
at the earliest moment possible. The people have already suffered incalculably from 
the land-grant clouds that hang over their titles, and they have frequently told me 
that, good or bad, it was to their interest to have these titles settled permanently, 
even if it compelled them to move awav from their homes and settle elsewhere. It 
seems to be the intention of certain claimants to allow their claims to lie dormant, 
while farms, houses, and towns are being cultivated, built, and improved and all the 
arable and pasture lands are enhanced in value. At this period of settlement and 
improvement the claimants come forward and offer quit-claims or demand settlements 
at nigh rates. The settler in many oases does not take into consideration that the 
claimant has not even advanced his title a step, bat frequently settles, glad to be at 
peace, even at a large sacrifice. This class of claimants secure control of grants for 
speculative purpose and often for the money that results from quit-claiming pend- 
ing adjudication. They would be a class of claimants punishable under the old prac- 
tice for maintenance and champerty. As I said in my annual report last year, " the 
Government cannot exercise too stringent measures in regard to the investigation of 
private land claims in this territory, and particularly against those not filed at this 
time." * 

It has long been the custom for Congress to appropriate $8,000 per annum for the 
investigation and survey of private land grants. This money was used to employ 
experts to travel to places of record in Mexico to search the archives for papers 
appertaining to grants under examination, and to pay for copies, photographs, and 
searches ; also for traveling to compare rubricas, signatures, printing, handwriting, 
paper, &c. At the last session of Congress no appropriation was made for these pur- 

r>ses ; consequently I am wholly without adequate means of investigation. Therefore 
most earnestly recommend that Congress transfer the duty of investigating and 
reporting upon private land grants to a commission, to be appointed of suitable 
persons, with full power to visit foreign archives, summon witnesses, &c, and re- 
spectfully represent that such a commission would best subserve the public interests, 
and would probably save to our Government vast tracts of the public domain. 

The transfer of this class of business to the courts I deem imprudent, as of necessity 
they would in nine cases out of ten be presented ex parte and oe decided on the pa- 
pers presented, without that expert examination of the papers themselves which forms 
the strongest safeguard to our people, and which has brought so many frauds in 
grants to the surface. 

COAL LANDS. 

I again recommend the segregation of the San Carlos coal-fields, and that the same 
shall be thrown open to mineral pre-emption. This territory is suffering very seri- 
ously for want of this fuel, and I know of no act of the Government that can so thor- 
oughly resuscitate business as the cutting off of these coal-fields. 

The settlers on this land unquestionably settled upon and improved the land in 
good faith, believing it to be off the reservation, and the survey made by my prede- 
cessor scarcely convinced them to the contrary. Coke is at present worth from $40 
to $60 per ton, and this being pre-eminently a mining country you can form some 
idea of the great drawback to the territory this fuel question is. The utility of this 
coal cannot be overestimated, especially with the present low price of copper and 
stagnation in silver. 

SPECIAL DEPOSITS. 

One contract has been let under section 2401, United States Revised Statutes, for 
the survey of one township. The way I account for this is that the average bona fide 
settler oannot well afford to tie up his money in the early days of his settlemen#by 
having a survey made under this system, while, by securing a survey under the gen- 
eral apportionment, he can avail himself of all the time allowed by law before mak- 
ing payment for his land. There are, of course, exceptions to this rule. 

INDIAN AND MILITARY RESERVATIONS. 

A positive affliction is suffered by this territory in the matter of the immense acre- 
age reserved uselessly for the vast military and Indian reservations, i. «., reserved in 
excess of actual requirements. These reservations comprise the finest land in the 
territory, and are selected with that particular object in view. I urge upon the De- 
partment the wisdom of reducing these reservations where such reduction can consist- 
ently be made, and that all the reservations abandoned or not usefully occupied 
should be restored to the public domain. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

Vast bodies of land in this territory could be redeemed for farming purposes by arti- 
ficial irrigation if it was demonstrated that artesian water could be utilized. I think 
an appropriation by Congress for sinking artesian wells would be a most excellent use 
of money, and would amply repay the Government, as well as give good homes and 
profitable employment to the settlers. 

The Indian outbreak this summer will prove a very serious drawback to the settle- 
ment of the public land. The immigrants already within the territory, and those 
that would come under favorable circumstances, feel that their lives and property are 
not sufficiently protected by the Government. These Indian raids occur with a regu- 
larity that becomes monotonous, and as long as they are within our midst, as long as 
they are allowed to occupy their reservation, fed and clothed bv the Government, 
and possessed of fire-arms of modern make, they will prove detrimental to the set- 
tlement of the publio land. Humanity and Government welfare demand alike the 
removal of these hostile Indians to a place where they can be rendered harmless. 
All of which I respectfully submit. 
Very respectfully, 

ROYAL A. JOHNSON, 
United States Surveyor- General. 

Hon. William A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 



Fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

Amount apportioned to Arizona 

LIST OF CONTRACTS UNDER SAME. 



' m, #eo 



No. 



Deputy. 



Date. 



Amount 



68 ! 
», 
54 ' 
56 
M 

» 
60 



R. C. Powers ! Nov. 

Lewis Wolfley ' Nov. 

do ' Nor. 

J.C.Smith Dee. 

.do Dec 



B.C. Powers ' Feb. 

Lewis Wolfley ' Feb. 

do Apr. 



7, 1884 < 


$1,540 00 


11. 1884 j 


4,700 00 


26,1884 


1.-300 00 


10. 1884 ! 


1,242 00 


19, 1884 


4,350 00 


21, 1885 ' 


4,700 00 


28, 1885 < 


1,075 00 


11,1885 


1,133 00 



Total 



Amounts paid : 

R.C. Powers 

Lewis Wolfley 



I 



Balance. 



Nov. 7, 1884 
Nov. 26, 1884 



20,000 6* 

1,388 18 
1,043 25 

2,431 43 

~177668S7 



CONTRACTS CHARGEABLE TO DEPOSITS. 



60 I J. C. Smith 

61 J. B. McLaughlin. 



Total. 



I Amounts paid : 

J.C. 8mith 

' J. B. McLaughlin. 



Total 



Oct. 14, 1884 
Oct 15, 1884 



Oct. 14, 1884 
Oct 15, 1884 



$300 00 
300 00 



•00 §0 



280 00 
319 10 



•00 00 



Townships surveyed 81 

Number of plats made 117 

Total miles surveyed 2,181 

Norm.— Returns under contracts 55 and 58 not yet received. 
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TOWN-SITB& 



Name. 


Deputy. 


Date of 
contract. 


Kingman 'h, 


0. F. Kuenoer 


Feb. «, 1885 







K umber of town-site plate . 
Number of miles 



Work done during fiscal year on old contracts under deposits. 



Deputy. 



Date of con- 
tract. 



Date for- 
warded. 



Amount. 



A. E. Shoemaker., 

G.J. Boskrnge .. 
Lewis Wolfley ... 
W. B. Neil 



Aug. 5,1882 

May 0,1884 
May 12, 1884 
May 13, 1884 



I July 26, 1884> 
Feb. 19, 1885? 
July 10, 1884 
Sept. 0, 1884 
Oct. 14,1884 



$8,400 00 

522 00 

1,012 00 

710 00 



Numberof plats made, 58. 

Number of miles surveyed, 1, 276 miles 80 chains 57 links. 

MINERAL DIVISION. 

Mining claims surveyed and approved 48 

Plats made., 



Mill-sites surveyed and approved. 
Plats made , 



172 
7 
28 

Total mineral plats 200 

Amount of deposits during year for mineral surveys $1,080 

RBCAPIOTLATION. 

Total townships 48 | Total number of plats 17 

Total number of miles, 8,459 miles 80 chains 57 links. 
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United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

San Francisco, July 1, 1885. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit in duplicate the annual report of this office for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1685. 

I also submit in duplicate tabular statements as follows : 

A.— Statement of contracts entered into with deputy surveyors for the survey of 
public lands during the fiscal year, payable from the appropriation for the year. 

B.— Statement of contracts entered into with deputy surveyors for the survey of 
public lands during the year, payable from special deposits, in conformity with the 
statutes. 

C. — Statement of special deposits made by the Central Pacific Railroad Company 
and its branches during the year. 

An aggregation of work performed in field and office during the year shows the fol- 
lowing, viz : 
Miles surveyed, 13,569 miles 22 chains 98 links. 

Townships surveyed 323 

Mines surveyed 80 

Plats sent to Department 334 

Total number plats made during year 2,108 

Transcripts of field-notes sent to Department 390 

Transcripts of field-notes sent to local land office during year 125 

Letters received v 4,280 

Letters written ,. 4,345 

Amount of special deposits for township surveys : 

Office work $19,592 75 

Survey 106,706 71 

Amount of special deposits for mining surveys : 

Office work and stationery 4,772 60 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. BROWN, 
United States Survey or- General for California, 
Hon. Commissioner General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C. 



A. — Statement of contracts entered into by the United States surveyor-general for Cali- 
fornia with deputy surveyors for the survey of public lands during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1885, and payable out of the public appropriation for that year. 



Name of deputy. 



I Date of 
I contract. 



George Henry Perrin . 
George Sandow 



W. H. Norway. 



1884. 
June 28 

Aug. 21 



Aug. 23 



P.lLNarboe \ Aug. 25 



George H. Perrin Sept. 8 



Location of field-work. 



No. 357.— Complete survey 
of T.4S.. R.23E. 

No. 359.— Complete survey 
of T. 29 N., R. 4, 5, 7, and 
8 B. ; T. 30 N., R. 3 and 
8 E. ; T. 81 N., K. 4 B. 

No. 363. — Complete exterior 
line* of T. 6 N., R. 13, 14, 
15,andl6W. ; T.7N.,R. 
14, 15, and 16 W. ; T.8N., 
R. 16 W. 

No. 364.— Complete subdi- 
visions of T. 6 N., R. 13, 
14, 15,andl6W.i_T.7N.. 
R. 14, 15, and 16 W. ; T. 8 

* N., R.16W. 

No. 365J.— Complete exte- 
rior lines of T.3 S., R. 23, 
24, 26, and 26 B. ; T. 4 S., 
R. 24 and 25 B. 
a $447.65 paid from special deposits 



Meridian. 


Amount 

of 
contract 


Mount Diablo.. 


$690 00 


...do 


1,250 00 


San Bernardino. 


500 00 


...do 


3,500 00 


Mount Diablo . . 


600 00 



Returned 
amount. 



$1, 198 03 
1,651 17 

a 947 65 
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A. — Statement of contracts entered into by the United States surveyor-general, $c. — Cont'd. 



Name of deputy. 
Heury Myrick, jr . . . 
George W. Baker — 



Date of , 
contract. ' 



Location of field-work. 



Bradford Wheeler . . . 



Charles Holoomb. 



1884. 
Sept. 3 



Oct 17 



Oct 22 



I 



John W. Fitzpatrick . . Nov. 8 

I 
John Gilcriat 



Henry B. Shackelford 
William Minto 



Dec. 5 



No. 366.— Complete subdi- 
visions of T. 3 S.. R. 23, 
i 24, 25, and 26 E. ; T. 4 S., 
R. 24, 25, and 26 E. 
Sept 3 No. 368.— Complete exterior 
1 lines of T. 9 S.. R. 38, 39, 
i 41, and 42 E. ; T. 10 S., R. 
37, 38, 39, 40. 41, 42, and 
i 43 E.; T. 11 S., R. 38,39, 
40, 41. 42, 43. apd 44 ,E.; 
T. 12 S., R. 38. 39, 40. 41, 
42,44,45, and 46 E; T.13 
S., U. 43, 44, 45, and 46 E.; 
T. 14 S, R. 44 and 45 E.; 
T. 15 S., R 44 and 45 E. ; 
T. ltf S.. R. 45 E. 

T. 30 N.. R. 1 and 2 E. ; T. 
31 N., R. 1 E. 

No. 375. — Survey of the 
rancho San Jose y sur 
Cbequito, in Monterey 
county, California. 

No. 376. — Complete subdi- 
vision of T. Jl, 12,13,14, 
and 15 S., R. 44 E ; T. 12, 
13, 14, 15, and 16 S., R. 45 
E.; T. 12 and 13S..R.46E. 

T. 30 and 31 N., R. 1 E.; T. I 
30 N.. R. 2 E. I 

No. 378.— Complete subdi- 
visions of T. 9, 10, 11, and j 
12, S., R. 40 E. ; T. 9, 10, 
11 and 12 S., R. 41 E. 

No. 387. — Segregation lines 
of swamp and overflowed i 
lands in T. 3 N.. R. 5 W., 
nnder section 4 of the aot 
of Congress approved ' 
July 23, 1866. 

No. 394.— Complete survey 
ofT. 24 N.. R. 2 W. 

No. 398.— Survey bound- 
aries of Mission Indian 
reservations, viz : Po- 
trero Reservation, in T. 2 
S., R. 1 and 2 E., and T. 

3 S., R. 1 and 2 E. ; Agua 
Caliente Reservation, in 
T. 4 S., R 4 and 5 E..*nd 
T. 5 S., R. 4 E. ; San 
Jacinto Reservation ; first 
part in 28, 31, 32, and 33 of 
T. 4 S, R. 1 E. ; second 
part in sees. 2, 3, 4, 9, and 

10 of T. 5 S., R. 1 E. ; Te- 
mecula Reservation, in T. 
8 S., R. 2 W.. in sees. 26, 
27,28,34, and 35; Sycuan 
Reservation, in T. 16 S., 
R. 1 E., sec. 13 ; Capitan 
Reservation, in T. 14 S., 
R. 2 and 3 E., and T. 15 
S., R. 2 and 3 B. ; Po- 
trero Reservation, includ- 
ing Rincon, Gapich, and 
La Joya, in T. 10 S., R. 1 
E., and T. 10 8., R. 1 W. ; 
Santa Ysabel Reserva- 
tion, including Mesa 
Grande, first part in T. 

11 and 12S, R.2 E., and 
second part in T. 11 S., R. 
8 E. ; Cuhuilla Reserva- 
tion, in T. 7 8., R. 2 and 
3E., and T. 8 8., R. Sand 

4 E. ; Mission Reserve, in 
T. 2 S., R. 3 E., in sees. 12, 
13, and 14. 



Meridian. 



Monnt Diablo . 



Amount 
I of 
, contract. 



$4,400 00 



...do. 



1885. 
Feb. 9 



Mar. 5 



San Bernardino 



Mount Diablo. 



San Bernardino 
Monnt Diablo... 



....do. 



Returned 
amomt • 



8,000 00 ( 
al, 000 00 | 



....do 



2,500 00 
2,500 00 



6168 00 



659 00 



San Bernardino i c3, 000 00 



a Payable from appropriation for survey of private land claims. 

b Compensation waived. 

c Payable from appropriation of $5,000 for survey of Indian reservations, act of Congress July 4, 1881 
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B. — Statement of contracts entered into by the United States surveyor-general for Califor- 
nia with deputy surveyors for the survey of public lands during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1885, and payable from special deposits made in conformity with the act of 
March 3, 1871. 



Name of deputy. 



George H. Penin 

James M. Gleaves 

ILF.Herrick 

A. S. Cooper 

R.F. Herrick 

Oliver Nason Sanford 



George H. Perrin. 



June* Russell Glover 



Charles Holeomb . 



John D.Hall 

James Russell Glover. 



M.F.ReiHy. 



Franklin P. MoCray . 
George H. Perrin 



John Gilcrist 

Charles Herrmann . 



(George H. Perrin . 



Charles F. Ragsdale. . 



Henry J. Stevenson . . . 
Adolph Henry Coulter. 
Frederlok T. Newbery . 
James R. Glover 



Date of 
contract. 



1884. 
Aug. 21 



Aug. 22 
Aug. 23 
Aug. 25 
Sept. 3 
Oct. 13 

Oct 23 



Oct. 


1 


Nov. 


8 


Nov. 


18 


Nor. 


20 



Nov. 20 



Dec 


1 


Dec 


2 


Dec. 


5 


Dec 


22 



Dec 24 



1885. 
Jan. 6 



Jan. 3 
Jan. 26 
Jan. 27 
Feb. 18 



Location of field-work. 



No. 358.— Complete survey 

ofT.7N.,R.3W.;T.8N., 

R. 2 W. 
No. 360.— Complete survey 

ofT. 31 N., R. 4W. 
No. 362. — Complete survey 

ofT. IN., R.1W. 
No. 385.— Complete survey 

ofT. 7N..R. 29 W. 
No. 367. — Complete survey 

ofT.lS., R.2E. 
No. 373.— Complete survev 

ofT. US., R. 3 W.; T. 12 

S., R.2W. 
No. 377.— Complete survey 

ofT. 5 and 7 S.. R. 25 E. ; 

T.8S.,R.24and25E.;T. 

15 S M R.32E. 
No. 370. — Complete subdi- 
visions of T. 4 N., R. 21, 

22, and 23 E. ; T. 5 N., R. 

22 and 23 E. 
No. 379.— Complete exterior 

lines ofT. 4 N., R. 21, 22, 

and 23 E. ; T. 5 N.. R. 22 

and 23 E. 
No. 381.— Complete subdi- 
vision lines of T. 21 S., R. 

4 E. 
No. 382. — Complete exterior 

lines of T. 1 S., R. 1 W. ; 

T. 1 S., R. 16 and 17 W. ; 

T. 1 N., R. 16 and 17 W. ; 

T. 2 N., R, 16 and 17 W. 
No. 383.— Complete subdi- 
visions ofT. 1 S..R.1W. ; 

T.l S..R. 16 and 17 W. ; 

T. 1 N., R. 16 and 17 W. ; 

T. 2 N., R. 16 and 17 W. 
No. 384.— Complete subdi- 
visions of T. 10 S., R. 6 E. 
No. 385.— Complete survev 

of T. 11 N., R. 12 W. ; 1?. 

13 N., R. 11 W. 
No. 386.— Complete silrvey 

of T. 11 N., R. 5 W. 
No. 388.— Complete survey 

of T. 3 S., R. 16 E. ; T. 4 

S., R. 16 E. 
No. 389. — Complete survey 

ofT.lN., R.5and6W.; 

T. 2 N., R. 3, 4, 5, and 6 

W. ; T. 3 N., R. 3, 4, 5, 6, 

and 7 W. 

No. 390.— Complete survey 
ofT. 25S.,R.30E.;T. 26 
S., R. 31 E. ; T. 27 S., R. 32 
E. ; T. 28 S., R. 31 and 32 
E ; T. 29 S., R. 31 and 32 
E. ; T. 32 S., R. 30 E. 

No. 391. — Complete survey 
ofT. 5S., R. 13 and 14 W. 

No. 392.— Complete survey 
of T. 1 N., R. 13 E. 

No. 393.— Complete Burvey 
ofT. 13N., R. 8E. 

No. 395.— Complete survey 
of T. 6 N., R. 25 and 29 
W. ; T. 7 N., R. 25 and 29 
W. jT. 9 N., R. 22, 23, and 
24 W. 



Meridian. 



Mount Diablo . . 

....do 

Humboldt 

San Bernardino 

Humboldt 

San Bernardino 

Mount Diablo. . 
....do 



..do. 



...do 

San Bernardino. 



do 



Mount Diablo . . 
.. do 

. .do 

...do 

San Bernardino 



Mount Diablo.. 



San Bernardino. 
Mount Diablo... 

, do 

San Bernardino 



Amount 

of 
contract. 



Returned 
amount. 



$191 00 


$267 01 


98 00 


229 58 


48 00 


17 96 


28 00 




56 00 


59 64 


494 50 




3, 700 00 




3,228 00 




1,072 00 




308 00 


560 15 


1, 712 00 




2,288 00 




14 00 
492 00 

428 00 






387 64 


722 00 


893 16 


a6,770 00 









3,670 00 



115 00 

98 00 

530 00 

8,100 00 



a Name of depositor : Central Pacific Railroad Company. 
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B.— Statement of contracts entered into by the United States surveyor-general, #o. — Cont'd. 



Name of deputy. 



Date of 
contract 



Location of field- work. 





Amount 


Meridian. 


of 




contract. 


Mount Diablo... 


$266 00 


......do ......... 


5,000 00 


San Bernardino. 


716 00 


Mount Diablo... 


4,952 00 



Returned 
amount 



Lewis M. Gillham. 
Henry Myrick, jr . 



Oliver Nason Sanford. 



John Derris Hall . 



1885. 
Feb. 25 

Mar. 4 

Apr. 13 
Apr. 16 



No. 396.— Complete survey 
of T. 10 8., R. 9 E. 

No. 397.— Complete surrey 
ofT. 21S.,R.11E.:T.22 
8., R. 11, 12, andl3B.;T., 
25 8., R. 6, 7, 10, and 11 E. ; 
T. 27 8., R. 16 E. ; T. 28 
8., R. 18 R. : T. 30 S., R. 
18 E. ; T. 31 S., R. 11 and 
13 E. ; T. 32 8., R. 16 E. 

No. 399.— Complete survey 
ofT. 9S., R. 3W.:T. 10 
8., R.2W.; T. 12 8.. R.4 
W. 

No. 400. — Complete survey 
of T.15N., R.11 W. ; T. 
16N., R.10W.; T.20N.. 
R. 12 W. i T. 21 N M R. 13 
and 15 W. ; T. 22 N., R. 
14, 15, 16, and 17 W. ; T. 

23 N., R. 15 and 16 W. ; T. 

24 N., R. 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 
and 19 W. 
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United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

San Francisoo, Cal., July 6, 1885. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a supplemental report from the depart- 
ment of Spanish archives, in this office, which, owing to pressure of business, was 
overlooked 1 in transmitting the regular annual report. The statement as to the prob- 
able time of completion of the work is necessarily indefinite, owing to the small num- 
ber of clerks employed and the extra demands^ on their time in preparing copies of 
documents for use in cases relating to Spanish grants, but unless some extraordinary 
demand for such work should ocsur it is my opinion that this work can be com- 
pleted inside of the next eight months. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. BROWN, 
United States Survey or- General for California 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C. 



8PANISH ARCHIVES. 

This department is, perhaps, of as much importance as any other in this office, and 
therefore should not be passed unnoticed. The preservation of ancient as well as modern 
archives seems to be one of the duties of all governments, not only for the historical 
information that by them is imparted to posterity, bnt also for the purpose of secur- 
ing to every individual the enjoyment of all his rights in and to real property of any 
kind. 

The care that has been taken of the old and partially defased Spanish and Mexican 
archives of this part of the country since the American occupation is a very convinc- 
ing proof of the sacredness in which the Government holds the rights of persons. 

The great amount of wealth in this state that has been invested in Spanish and 
Mexican land grants can only be secured to their respective owners by the preserva- 
tion of the original Spanish archives that prove the legality of their acquired rights. 

Congress having very wisely provided for the safe-keeping, preservation, and trans- 
lation of these archives, I shall now proceed to make a statement of the work that 
has been done in that direction by authority of the provisions of an act passed by that 
body and approved March 3, 1879, entitled " An act making appropriations for sundry 
civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880/' and for 
further expenses and of subsequent appropriations made thereafter. 

As most of the original Spanish title papers and expedientes were in a very bad 
condition, it was thought advisable to make a Spanish copy thereof in record books 
11 by 18 inches in size, of 660 pages each, with corresponding translations written in 
similar books, and two additional volumes that contain accurate copies of all maps 
contained in said archives, all with their corresponding indexes. 

The work has been very carefully performed by experienced clerks and a compe- 
tent translator, and thus far has been satisfactory, being now nearly completed, not- 
withstanding the fact that the person who is employed as translator has most of the 
time been doing the work alone, and very frequently has been obliged to search for 
and make copies or translations of documents for parties who apply for them. 

The amount of work performed up to the present time is the following : Five hun- 
dred and eighty complete expedientes, with their corresponding land commission 
papers contained in fourteen books, seven volumes of copies and seven volumes of 
translations, as follows: 



Spanish copies. 


Pages. 


Translations. 


Pages. 


Volume 1, from No. 1 to No. SI 


656 

843 
658 
796 
657 
677 
489 
129 


Volume 1, from No. 1 to No. 61 


657 


Volume 2, from No. 62 to No. 154 


Volume 2, from No. 62 to No. 154 ,...,... . 


858 


Volume 8,' from No. 165 to No. 238 


Volume 3, from No. 155 to No. 238 

Volume 4, from No. 239 to No. 324 

Volume 5, from No. 325 to No. 409 

Volume 6, from No. 410 to No. 508 

Volume 7. from No. 609 to No. 579 

Deposited documents ..-. 


622 


Volume 4J from No. 230 to No. 824 


800 


▼orame 5, from No. 325 to No. 409 


565 


Volume 6, from No. 410 to No. 508 


585 


Volnme7JfromNo.509toNo.579 


401 


Deposited documents 


116 




Total 




Total 


4,905 


4,589 
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Two hundred and twenty-eight cases presented to the land commission without reg- 
ular expedientes, all contained in six books, three volumes marked A, B, and C, in 
Spanish, and an equal number in English, as follows : 



Spanish. 


Pages. 


English. 


Pages. 




656 


Volume A 


5» 


Volume B 


660 
170 


Volume B 


3T» 




Volume C ....... r ,... T , ,..,..--,, 


109 






Total 




Total .. 


1,486 


1,016 









Three hundred and fifteen incomplete expedientes that are contained in four books, 
two in Spanish and two in English : 



Spanish 


Pages. 


English. 


Pages. 




490 
316 


Volume C 


470 




Volume D, not translated 


... . .. 






Total 




Total 


805 


470 









Volume E contains copies and translations of fifty-four incomplete records of pro- 
ceedings that heretofore have not been included in any statement or report made by 
any of my predecessors, although the same are of great importance, and have been 
in this oflHce since the year 1858, having been deposited in these archives by order of 
Edwin M. Stanton, 258 pages. 

Volume F: Supplement book to vols. 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Spanish records land claims, 
404 pages. 
Volume G : Miscellaneous book, containing — 

Book of brands and marks, translation not complete ; 
Book of registry of grants, register of titles ; 
Book of possessions and titles of prefects, 525 pages. 
Volumes 1 and 2, containing all maps in complete expedientes, and those that were 
filed with other title papers in any of the land commission oases with those contained 
in the three hundred and fifteen incomplete expedientes, and others that have been 
deposited in this office by private parties. 

ft is scarcely possible to say with any degree of certainty as to the exact length of 
time that it will take to complete the work, but I am of the opinion that by the 1st 
of July, 1886, there will be very little of it left to be done. 
Respectfully submitted. 

W. H. BROWN, 
United States Surveyor- General for California. 
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United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Denver, Colo., July 20, 1885. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report, in duplicate, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, with tabular statements as follows: 

A. — Statement of contracts made under the apportionments from the regular appro- 
priation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

B. — Statement of contracts made and payable from the apportionment for re- 
surveys. 

C— Statement of contracts made under the acts of Congress of May 30, 1862, March 
3, 1872, and March 3, 1879. 

D. — Statement of town-sites surveyed and paid for byspeoial deposits. 

E. — Statement of deposits made by railway companies for field and office work. 

Under the apportionment assigned to this surveying district contracts were entered 
into amounting to $44,298 for the survey of township and subdivisional lines. 

With two exceptions, these contracts have been completed and the surveys accepted 
by the General Land Office. 

The two excepted were approved so late in the season that it was impossible for the 
deputies to complete them on account of heavy snows. 

Ten thousand six hundred and fifty miles, twenty-nine chains, and twenty-seven 
links have been surveyed during the year, as follows: 

Miles. Cha. Lka 

Corrections and base lines 71 8 97 

Guides meridian 41 73 70 

Exterior township lines 1,352 17 4 

8ubdivisional lines 8,840 20 12 

Closings and connections with mineral claims 61 71 27 

Meander lines 17 22 23 

Correction lines re-established 65 6 45 

Correction lines retraced 1 26 60 

Guides meridian re-established 29 75 

Guides meridian retraced 1 2 90 

Township lines re-established 173 24 92 

Township lines retraced 24 45 32 

Townships surveyed 152 

Aggregate of special deposits for surveys and office work under sections 2401, 2402, and 

2403, Revised Statutes. 

Field work $4,872 00 

Office work 560 00 

i 

I have required additional deposits for office work on contracts dated prior to 
August, 1882, paid within the year amounting to $3,380. 

Total number of townships surveyed under the regular appropriation . . 137 

Total number of plats and copies made for surveys under the regular 

appropriation and special deposits 514 

Descriptive lists of townships prepared and sent to local land offices. . . 522 

Total acreage of land surveyed 3,368,340^ 

Number of town-sites surveyed 3 

Deposits for field work on town-sites $175 00 

Deposits for office work on town-sites 95 00 

No private land claims have been surveyed during the year. 

6296 P L 22 337 
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MINERAL CLAIMS. 



Surveys ordered 

Surveys -approved 

Surveys unfinished *. 

Plats made 

New connected sheets 

Plate prepared by order of General Land Office 

Field-notes prepared by order of General Land Office . 



783 

810 

44 

3,250 

5a 

27 
32 



Aggregate of deposits for office work on mineral surveys $24, 559 00 

Deposits returned on account of abandoned surveys 205 00 



Leaving balance. 



24,354 00 



DEPOSITS BY RAILWAY COMPANIES. 

Union Pacific railway, July 16, 1884, office work $125 40 

Union Pacific railway, August 27, 1884, office work 17 60 

Total ." 143 00 

I desire to renew my recommendation that an increased appropriation be made for 
the contingent expenses of this office. The whole appropriation of $1,500 is con- 
sumed by the rent, and the messenger and all other charges, coming properly under 
the head of contingent expenses, must be paid from the special-deposit fund. 

Three thousand dollars is actually needed to relieve the special- deposit fund from 
charges that should properly be paid from this appropriation. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. H. MELDRUM, 
U. S. Surveyor-General. 
Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C. 



A. — Statement showing contracts made with deputy surveyors and payable from the appor- 
tionment of the regular appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 



Date of con- 
tract 



Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Apr. 



5,1884 
5,1884 
7,1884 
8,1884 
11,1884 
12,1884 
12,1884 
25,1884 
25,1884 
29,1884 
5,1884 
16,1884 
16,1884 
16,1884 
17,1884 
17,1884 
17,1884 
17, 1884 
30,1884 
81,1884 
20,1885 



July 20,1884 
Nov. 28,1884 



Name of deputy. 



i Amount 




C. Alexander Trease 
William T. Lambert 

OttsShinn 

E. M.Ashley, jr...,- 

George £. William sou 

Wash T. Bennett. 

Clark H. Millikan 

Edward S. Snell 

Leonard Cutshaw 

Elbridee B. Sopris 

Albert W. Archibald 

C. Alexander Trease 

De Kalb Ashley 

Henry E. Simons 

Edward L. Jones. 

Clark H. Millikan 

Frank Koons. 

George E. Williamson 

Samuel G. Khoades 

Eli M. Ashley. Jr . 

Charles A. wheeler 

Estimated cost of unfinished surveys 

Total... 

By apportionment of appropriation 
By apportionment of appropriation 

Total 



45,000 00 
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B. — Statement of contracts made ivith deputy surveyors, payable from apportionment for 

resurveys. 



Date of con- 
tract. 



Not. 10, 18*4 Clark H. Millikan . 
Not. 10, 1884 | D© Xalb Aahley. . . 



Name of deputy. 



Total. 



I By apportionment for resurveys. 



Amount. 



$2,560 00 
8,000 00 



5,560 00 



5,500 00 



On account of an unusual amount of office work on the contracts I required a deposit of $85. 

C. — Statement of contracts made under the acts of Congress of May 30, 1862, March 3, 1872, 

and March 3, 1879. 



Date of eon- i 
tract. 



Name of deputy. 



Oct. 28,1884 
Nor. 22, 1884 
Feb. 4, 1885 
Apr. 2,1885 
Hay 7.1865 
May 28,1885 
June 8,1885 



Samuel O. Rhoades . . 
Joseph F. Clements . . 

Edward a Snell 

Amherst W. Barber . 

do 

Clark H. Millikan... 
Joseph F. Clements . 



Total. 



Amount. 



$750 
402 
630 
840 
420 
830 
1,410 



4,872 



Contracts of May 7, 1885. with Amherst W. Barber, May 23, with Clark H. Millikan, and June 8. 
1885, with Joseph F. Clements, have been suspended by the honorable the Commissioner, letters B or 
June 10 and June 18, 1885. 

D. — Statement of town-sites surveyed and paid for by special deposits. 



Date of con- 
tract 



Name of deputy. 



Name of town-site. 



Aug. 4,1884 Oscar H. Aikine White Pine 

Sept. 0, 1884 ' Charles H. Burr Irwin, amended survey . 

Mar. 20,1885 j John F. Wannemaker Rico 



Total. 



Amount. 



$50 
75 
50 

~175 



E. — Statement of deposits made by railway companies for field work and office work. 

Union Pacific Railway Company : 
Office work $125 40 

MINERAL WORK. 

District No. 1. 

Surveys ordered 48 

Surveys amended 

Surveys approved 50 

Surveys unfinished 1 

Plats made 200 

District No. 2. 

Surveys ordered 123 

8urveys amended 2 

Surveys approved 130 

8urveys unfinished 17 

Plats made 520 
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DisWiot No. 3. 

Surveys ordered 307 

Surveys amended i 6 

Surveys approved 314 

Surveys unfinished 13 

Plats made 1,261 

District No. 4. 

Surveys ordered 29 

Surveys amended , 2 

Surveys approved 29 

Surveys unfinished 4 

Plate made 116 

District No. 5. 

Surveys ordered 19 

Surveys amended 

Surveys approved 24 

Surveys unfinished 

Plats made 96 

District No. 6. 

Surveys ordered 

Surveys amended , 

Surveys approved 4 

Surveys unfinished 

Plats made 16 

District No. 7. 

8urveys ordered 257 

Surveys amended 1 

Surveys approved 259 

Surveys unfinished 9 

Plats made 1,041 
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Huron, July 25, 1885. 

Sir : In compliance with instructions contained in your circular letter E of April 
9, 1885, 1 have the honor to submit herewith, in duplicate, a report of the surveying 
operations of this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, as shown by the 
records thereof, all contracts having been made by my predecessor previous to the 
date (June 10, 1885) when I assumed the duties of the office. 

Statement A, herewith, shows the contracts entered into on account of the appor- 
tionment of $40,000 made to this territory for surveys during the fiscal year. 

Statement B, herewith, shows contracts entered into during the fiscal year on 
account of special deposits by individuals for the survey of public lands. 

The operations for the fiscal year may be summed up as follows : 

Miles, ohs. Iks. 

Principal lines surveyed 162 8 77 

Township lines surveyed 2,889 49 29 

Section lines surveyed. * 16,005 30 23 

Meander lines surveyed 607 23 77 

Closing lines surveyed 73 33 20 

Total 19,737 66 26 

Principal lines retraced 15 1 89 

Township lines retraced «. 233 79 64 

Total 249 1 53 

Mineral surveys 35 

Amended mineral surveys 3 

Total 38 

Township plats made 676 

Exterior diagrams made 64 

Mineral plats made 149 

Total 889 

Deposits by individuals for agricultural surveys : 

For field work $51,573 14 

For office work and expenses 6,065 00 

Total..... 57,638 14 

Deposits for office work in connection — 

With the survey of mining claims $1,155 00 

Refunded to mining claimant 30 00 

Very respectfully, 

MARIS TAYLOR, 

Surveyor- General. 
Hon. William A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 
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A. — Statement showing contracts entered into on account of appropriation of $40,000 made 
to Dakota for survey of public lands during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 



116 



117 



Date. 



1884. 
Aug. 7 



Aug. 7 



Name of deputy. 



Caseins M.C.Snover. 



Charles H. Bates. 






120 Aug. 8 



121 



122 



125 



126 



127 



129 



182 
188 



184 



Aug. 8 



Aug. 9 



Aug. 18 



Aug. 14 



Aug. 18 



Aug. 19 



Aug. 21 
Aug. 26 



Sept 2 



Levi H. Cannon. 



Edward D. Palmer. 



M. T. Woolley and 
G. A. Fessenden. 



George G. Beardaley. 



George W. Phillips, 
Jr. 



James E. Dike., 



Horaoe J. Austin . 



Josephus and Wil- 
liam Alley. • 
John N.Mellen 



S. Cushman and W. 
L. Smith. 



Character and locality of work. 



The lines between R. 74 and 75, 75 and 76, and 76 and 
77, through T. 149, 150, 151, and 152 N., and the lines 
between T.149 and 150, 150 and 151, and 151 and 
152 N., throngh R. 74, 75, and 76, and subdivis- 
ions of T. 149, 150, 151, and 152 N. of R, 72 and 73 ; 
all west of the fifth principal meridian. 

The lines between R. 77 and 78, 78 and 79, and 79 and 
80, through T. 149, 150, 151, and 152 N., and the lines 
between T. 149 and 150, 150 and 151, and 151 and 
152 N., through R. 77, 78, 79. and 80, and subdivis- 
ions of T. 153 and 154 N. of R. 74, 75, and 76, and 
T. 153 N. of R. 77 and 78 ; all west of the fifth prin- 
cipal meridian. 

The lines between R. 71 and 72, 72 and 73, 74 and 75, 
75 and 76, 76 and 77, 77 and 78, 78 and 79, and 79 and 
80, throngh T. 145, 146, 147, and 148 N., and the lines 
between T. 145 and 146, 146 and 147, and 147 and 
148 N., throngh R. 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 7d, 79, and 
80, and sobdivisioDS of T. 141, 142, 143, and 144 N. 
of R, 74 ; all west of the fifth principal meridian. 

The lines between R. 74 and 75, 75 and 76, and 76 and 
77, throngh T. 159 and 160 N. ; the lines between R. 
77 and 78, 78 and 79, and 79 and 80. through T. 155, 
156, 157, 158, 159, and 160 N. ; the lines between T. 

159 and 160 N., through R. 74, 76, and 76, and the 
lines between T. 155 and 156, 157 and 158, 158 and 
159, and 159 and 160 N., through R. 77, 78, 79, and 
80, and subdivisions of T. 157 and 158 N. of R. 74 
and 75 ; all went of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 127 and 128 N. of R. 73 and 74, T. 
129, 130, and 131 N. of R, 74, T. 131 N. of R, 75 and 
76, T. 125 and 129 N. of R. 79, and T. 124 N. of R. 
80 ; all west of the fifth principal meridian. 

The lines between R. 67 and 68 and 68 and 69, 
throngh T. 159 and 160 N. ; the lines between T. 157 
and 158 and 158 and 159 N., through R. 68, and the 
Une between T. 159 and 160 N.. through R, 67, 68, 
and 69, and subdivisions of T. 157 and 158 N. of R, 
70, 71, 72, and 73 ; all west of the fifth principal 
meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 147 N. of R. 61, T. 146, 147, and 
148 N. of R. 62, T. 144 and 145 N. of R. 63, and T. 
143 N. of R, 67 and 68; all west of the fifth prin- 
cipal meridian. 

The lines between R. 64 and 65 and 65 and 66, 
through T. 161, 162, 163. and 164 N., and the lines 
between T. 161 and 162,162 and 163, and 163 and 
164 N„ through R, 64, 65, and 66. and subdivisions 
of T. 160, 161, and 162 N. of R. 67 ; T. 158, 159, and 

160 N.of R. 68, and T. 159. 160, and 161 N. of R. 
69 ; all west of the fifth principal meridian. 

The fourteenth auxiliary meridian through T. 142, 
143, and 144 N. ; the fifteenth auxiliary meridian 
through T. 141, 142, 143. and 144 N., and the elev- 
enth standard parallel N., through R. 93, 94, 95. 
96, 97, 98, and 99 ; also complete the township and 
range lines between the thirteenth and fifteenth 
auxiliary meridians and between the tenth and 
eleventh standard parallels ; all west of the fifth 
principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 125 and 126 N. of R. 69 and 70 W. 
of the fifth principal meridian. 

All the township and range lines between the tenth 
and eleventh guide meridians from the fifteenth 
standard parallel to the international boundary 
line, and subdivisions of T. 161 N. of R, 70 and 71. 
and T. 159 and 160 N. of R. 72 and 73 ; all west of 
the fifth principal meridian. 

The first guide meridian through T. 9, 10. and 11 : 
the lines between R, 1 and 2, 2 and 3, 8 ana 4, 4 and 
5, and 5 and 6. through T. 10 and 11 ; the line be- 
tween R, 6 ana 7. through T. 9. 10, and 11 ; the line 
between R. 8 and 9, through T. 8, 9, 10, and 11 ; the 
lines between R. 9 and 10, 10 and 11, 11 and 12, 12 



Cost of 
work. 



$8,664 33 
3,848 50 

4,144 92 

3,038 68 

3,504 10 
3,419 95 

2,601 87 
3,881 44 

2,268 05 



MM 23 
3,779 26 



1,891 €3 
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8UKVET0R-GENEBAL OF DAKOTA. 



34* 



A. — Statement showing contract* entered into on account of appropriation of $40,000 made 
to Dakota for survey of public lands, fa* — Continued. 



Name of deputy. 



jSj i 

, 1884. | 



186 
187 



150 



Sept. 15 
Sept. 22 



1885. 
Mar. 27 



C. Seott and E. S. 
Startevant. 

Ebeneser 8. Starte- 
vant. • 



Thoa. F. Harahall(a) 



Character and locality of work. 



and 18, and 13 and 14, through T.4; the line be- 
tween T. 9 and 10, through B. 6, 7, and 8, and the 
linea between T. 10 and 11 and 11 and 12, through 
B. 1,2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8; all north of the Black 
Hills base line and east of the Black Hills merid- 
ian. 

Subdivisions of T. 150 N. of B. 68, and T. 149, 150, 
151, and 152 N. of B, 89; all west of the fifth prin- 
cipal meridian. 

The line between B. 68 and 69, through T. 156 N. ; 
the lines between B, 69 and 70. 70 and 71, 71 and 
72, and 72 and 73, through T. 158, 154, 155, and 156 
N., and the lines between T. 153 and 154, 154 and 
155, and 155 and 158 N., through B. 69, 70, 71, 72, and 
73 ; all west of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 156 N. of B, 59, and T. 161 K. of 
B. 63 ; all west of the fifth principal meridian. 



Total of approved contracts . . 



work. 



$1,544 11 



1,849 53 



5600 00 



89,684 61 



a Suspended. 



b Estimated cost. 



B. — Statement of contracts entered into during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886, on ac- 
count of special deposits by individuals for survey of public lands in Dakota, 



Date. 



6 



Name of deputy. 



Character and locality of work. 



Cost of 
work. 



I 1884. 
107 ' July 8 



HI { July 5 
112 J July 5 



C. 8oott and E. S. 
Startevant. 



George G. Beardaley 
Horace J. Austin. . . 



113 

114 
115 
118 

119 

123 
124 

128 
180 



July 7 

July 18 
July 28 
Aug. 7 

Aug. 7 

Aug. 9 
Aug. 11 

Aug. 19 
Aug. 20 



John N. Hellen. 



Thomas F. Marshall 

Oscar E.Bea 

Thomas F. Marshall 



C. Scott and E. S. 
Startevant. 

M. T. Woolley and 

G. A. Fessenden. 

William L. Smith.. 



Edwin H. Van Ant- 
werp. 
George G. Beardsley 



Snbdiviaions of T. 145 and 148 N. of B. 64, T. 147 and 
148 N. of B, 65 and 66, and T. 144, 145, 147, and 148 
N. of B. 67 ; all west of the fifth principal merid- 
ian. 

The north and west boundaries and subdivisions of 
T. 157 and 158 N. of B. 67 W. of the fifth principal 
meridian. 

Complete the exterior bonndaries of T. 137, 138, 139, 
and 140 N. of B. 101 and 102, and subdivisions of 
T. 140 N. of R. 102 ; all west of the fifth principal 
meridian. 

Complete the exterior boundaries and the subdi- 
visions of T. 162 and 163 N. of B. 69, and T. 164 X. 
of B. 67, 68, and 69 ; all west of the fifth principal 
meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 127 and 128 N. of B. 70, 71, and 72 
W. of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 129 N. of B. 67, 69, 70, and 71 W. 
of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 129 N. of B, 72 and 73 ; T. 130 IS. 
of R. 71, 72, and 73 ; T. 131 N. of R. 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 
72. and 73, and T. 132 N. of B. 67, 68, 09. 71, and 72 ; 
all west of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 152 N. of R 67; T. 148, 149, and 
152 N. of B, 68, and T. 147 and 148 N. of B. 70 ; all 
west of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of fractional T. 123, 124, 130, 131. and 
132 N. of R. 79 W. of the fifth principal meridian. 

The north and east boundaries of T. 6. 7. and 8 S. 
of B. 1, and the south boundary of T. 6 N. of R 1 • 
also the subdivisions of T. 6 N. and 6 S. of R. 1. 
and complete subdivisions in T.7 S. of B.5; all 
east of the Black Hills meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 145, 146, and 147 N. of B. 80 W. of 
the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 159 and 160 N. of B. 70 and 71 W. 
of the fifth principal meridian. 



•3,057 12 

767 49 
1,485 86 

959 21 

1,887 80 
1,22108 
5,236 15 

1,764 83 

1,808 46 
1,054 81 

1,110 96 
1,477 14 
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344 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
B.— Statement of oontracts entered into during thefteoal fear, fe.— Continued. 



! 


Date. 


*8 




181 


1884. 
Aug. 21 


180 


Sept. 20 


188 


Oct. 


*3» 


lOot 9 


140 


Oct 20 


141 


&Oct. 20 


142 


Oct 20 


148 


Oct. 28 


144 


Nov. 28 


146 


Dec 8 


140 


1886. 
Feb. 28 


147 


Mar. 10 


148 


Mar. 27 


149 


Mar. 27 


151 


Mar. 80 


1S2 


Mar. 80 


168 


Mar. 81 


164 


Mar. 81 


164 


Apr. 20 


166 


Mar. 31 



Name of deputy. 



Character and locality of work. 



Co* of 
work. 



Oscar E.Rea 

Charles S. Palmerlee 



Charles Scott^. . 



Charles 8. Palmerlee 
William L. Smith 
Charles Scott 



Ebeneser S. Sturte- 

vant. 
Charles Scott 



Thomas F. Marshall 



George K. Dike. 



Edwin H. Van Ant- 
werp. 
William L. Smith... 

C. Scott and E. S. 
Sturtevant. 



Thomas F. Marshall 



Charles Scott . 



Ebenezer S. Sturte- 
rant. 



Charles H.Bates... 



Harrison D. Brown (b) 



.do (6) . 



Edwin H. Van Ant- 
werp. (6) 



Subdivisions of T. 127 and 128 X. of R. 76 W. of the 

fifth principal meridian. 
Subdivisions of T. 168 X. of R. 64; T. 159 X. of R, 

66 and 66 ; T. 161 X. of R. 72, 78, 74, and 76, and T. 

162 X. of R. 75; all west of the fifth principal 

meridian. 
Subdivisions of T. 148 X. of R. 69; T. 146, 147. and 

156 X. of R. 71 ; T. 148 and 163 N. of R. 78. and T. 

148 and 152 X. of R. 74 : all west of the fifth prin- 
cipal meridian. 
Subdivision* of T. 161 and 162 X. of R. 76 W. of the 

fifth principal meridian. 
Subdivisions of T. 8 X. of R. 10, and T. 1 X. of R. 

11 ; all east of the Black Hills meridian. 
The thirteenth ftandard parallel north, through R. 

84, the east, west, and north boundaries of T. 166 

N. of R. 83, and the north and west boundaries of 

T. 153, 154, and 155 X. of R. 84; all west of the fifth 

principal meridian. 
Subdivisions of T. 155 X. of R. 83 and 84 W. of the 

fifth principal meridian. 
Subdivisions of T. 153 X. of R. 09 W. of the fifth 

principal meridian. 
Subdivisions of T. 132 X. of R. 70, and subdivisions 

and complete exterior linen of fractional T. 125, 

126, and 127 X. of R. 66 and 66 ; all west of the fifth 

principal meridian. 
Subdivisions of T. 168 and 164 X. of R. 70 W. of the 

fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions and north boundary of T. 147 X. of 
R. 82 W. of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 7 & of R. 6 E. of the Black Hills 
meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 157 X. of R. 69; T. 149 X. of R. 
70 ; T. 148 and 140 X. of R. 71 : T. 146, 147, and 148 
X.ofR.72; T. 157 and 159 X. of R. 76; T. 156 and 
159X.of R.77; T.160 X. of R. 79, and T. 164 N. 
of R. 81 ; all west of the fifth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 155 X. of R. 59; T. 159 X. of R. 
60; T. 161 X. of R, 61 ; T. 162 X. of R. 82 and 68; 
T. 163 and 164 X. of R. 64, 65, and 66, and T. 130 X. 
of R.67 and 68; all west of the fifth principal 
meridian. 

The thirteenth standard parallel north, through 
R. 85; the fourteenth standard parallel north, 
through R. 81, 82, 88, 84, and 85, and complete the 
exterior boundaries of T. 155 X. of R. 81 and 82 : 
T. 153, 154. and 155 X. of R. 85, and T. 156. 157. and 
158 X. of R. 81. 82, 88, 84. and 85 ; also subdivisions 
of T. 153 X. of R. 72; all west of the fifth princi- 
pal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 166 X. of R. 82, and T. 166, 157, 
and 158 X. of R, 84 and 85; all west of the fifth 
principal meridian. 

The north and west boundaries of T. 146 X. of R. 
85, 86. and 87 ; also retrace and mark the bounda- 
ries of Fort Stevenson military reservation ; all 
west of the fifth principal meridian. 

Complete the exterior boundaries of T. 146 X. of R. 
91 and 92 ; also subdivisions of T. 132 X. of R. 78, 
74, 75. 76, and 78 ; T. 133 X. of R 75 and 76 ; T. 134 
X. of R. 77: T. 143 X. of R. 79 and 80; T. 144 X. 
of R. 79, and T. 146 N. of R. 85, 86, and 87; all west 
of the fifth principal meridian. 

In lieu of preceding contract : contains same de- 
scriptions, except exterior lines, which are omit- 
ted. 

Subdivisions of T. 141 X. of R. 90 and 91 ; T. 142 X. 
of R 93 ; T. 144 N. of R. 89 and 91, and T. 145 X. 
of R.91 and 92; all west of the fifth principal 
meridian. 



Total of approved contracts . 



$603 1* 
2,582 58 

2,801* 

599 28 
598 71 
43141 

598 48 
313 61 
82914 

468 31 

866 21 

843 45 

a8,800 00 

a 3,300 0* 

o2,0»» 



a2,100 04 
«7M60 

«4, 360 03 

a 4, 11* 00 
42,110 00 



44,«WW 



a Estimated cost. 



6 Returned unapproved. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GEHERAL OF FLORIDA. 



United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Tallahassee, June 30, 1885. 
Sir : In accordance with the rule and yonr instructions I have the honor to submit 
my report, in duplicate, of the surveying operations in this district for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, lc85. 

field-work. 

Contracts for surveying have been awarded to William Mickler for the establish- 
ment of an auxiliary meridian and a standard parallel ; also, the extension of the ex- 
terior boundaries of the townships lying along the Gulf coast in the extreme southern 
portion of the state ; to John O. Fries for the survey, under applications by individ- 
uals, of the islands in Lake Charlie Apopka, and to George H. Millman for the survey 
of the unsnrveyed land in township 34 south, range 16 east — all under the appropria- 
tion of $5,000. 

Deputy Mickler has requested an extension of time, for reasons chiefly owing to the 
prevalence of the periodical floods and rains in the southern portions of the state, 
rendering the prosecution of surveying impossible within the time specified in his con- 
tract. He therefore asks that the time be extended until March, 1886. 

Deputy Fries has submitted the field-notes of his survey of the islands in Lake 
Charlie Apopka. 

Contracts, under the appropriation of $10,000, for resnrveys have been let to Charles 
F. Hopkins for the resurvey of T. 12 S., R. 27 E., and to John O. Fries for resnrveys 
in T. 22 S., R. 27 E., and 21 and 23 S., R. 28 E. 

Special instructions have been issued, for surveys under applications by individuals, 
toRM. Williams for the survey of an island situated in Lake Ker, in T. 13 S, R. 25 
E. ; to E. L. White for the survey of three islands in Lake Worth, T. 45 8, R. 43 E. ; 
to J. P. Perkins for the survey of an island in Caloosahatchie river, T. 43 S ; R. 25 
E., and to William H. Maoy for the survey of an island in Lake Tohopekaliga, T. 
25 8., R. 29 E. 

Returns have been made by Deputies Fries, Hopkins, and Williams. 

OFFICE WORK. 

The fielcUnotes of surveys of 78 miles, 40 chains, and 6 links of township lines and 
745 miles, 66 chains, and 99 links of subdivision and meander lines have been approved, 
and transcripts, diagrams, and plats bave been prepared and transmitted. There have 
been 34 plats and 28 diagrams made during the fiscal year. 

No special deposits have been made by railway companies or individuals during 
the year. 

A considerable amount of office work in preparing contracts, special instructions, 
diagrams, correspondence, &c, has been performed ; but owing to the limited force 
employed, nothing has been done toward the reduction of the arrears of work, a de- 
tailed statement of which was transmitted by office letter of the 5th instant. 

SPANISH ARCHIVES. 

In closing this report I deem it my duty to call your attention to the fact that these 
valuable records are fast decaying and will soon be of no avail for reference. Mold 
and insect are doing their work. Immediate steps should be taken toward the trans- 
lation of all important papers and their proper tabulation and cataloguing. In a 
very few years it will be too late. 
Accompanying exhibits will show in detail the work of the year. They are : 
A.— Statement of contracts entered into under the appropriation for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1885. 
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346 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

B.— Statement of contracts entered into under the appropriation for resurreys fo 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885^ 

C. — Statement of special instructions issued for surveys under the appropriation 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1685. 
Respectfully submitted. * 

WILLIAM W. HICKS, 

Surveyor' General, 
Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 



A. — Statement of oontraots entered into under the appropriation for the fiscal year 

June 30, 1885. 



Deputy. 


Contract. 


Locality of work. 


Liability. 


No. 
54 

56 


Date. 


Willliam Mickler(a). 

JohnO. Fries (5) 

George H. Millman . . 


1885. 
Feb. 23 

M*r. 12 


Auxiliary meridian from the corner of T. 52 and 53 
S., R. S3 and 34 B., sooth to the coast. Standard 
parallel from the comer of T. 55 and 56 8., R. 38 
and 84 E., east toNW. corner of T. 56 S., R. 38 E. 

Exterior boundaries of T. 54 and 55 8., R 29, 30, 
and 31 E. ; T. 54, 55. 56, and 57 S., R. 52 E. : T. 
53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 50, 60, and 61 S., R. 33 and 34 
E. ; T. 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, and 60 8., R. 
35 and 36 £., and T. 55, 56, 57, 58, and 59 8., R. 
37 E. 

Inlands in Lake Tohopekaliga 


04,508 
39$ 


57 Vftv 19 


Unsurveyedpartof T* 34 8.,"B. 16 E 


180 











a Deputy requests an extension of time. 



b Field-notes returned ; not yet examined. 



B. — Statement of contracts entered into under the appropriation for resurveysfor the fiscal 

year ending June HO, 1885. 



Deputy. 


Contract. 


Location. 


Liability. 


No.' Date. 


Charles F. Hopkins(a) .... 
JohnO. Fries 


53 


1885. 
Jan. 27 
May 18 


T. 12 8., R. 27 E 


1356 Of 


54 


In sees. 18. 19, and 30, T. 21 8., R. 28 E. ; sees. 
19 and 30, T. 22 S., R. 27 E., and sees. 17, 18, 
20, 21, 28, and 29 T. 23 S^ R. 28 B. 


150 Of 



a Field-notes returned. 

C— Statement of special instructions issued for surveys under the appropriation for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 1885. 



Deputy. 


Date of 
instruc- 
tions. 


Locality of work. 


Amount 
stipulated. 


R.M. Williams(a)... 
B. L. White 


1884. 
July 16 

1885. 
Mar. 3 

Mar. 18 


Island situated in Lake Ker, in see. 15, T. 18 S., R. 25 E. 

Three islands situated in Lake Worth, in sec 10, T. 45 S.. 

R. 43 E. 
Island si rusted in Caloosahatcb.ee river, in sec 33, T. 43 

8., R. 25 E. 
Island in Lake Tohopekaliga, in see. 26, T. 25 8., R. 29 B. 


$12 50 
20 09 


James P. Perkins ... 
William H. Haoy. . . . 


50 69 

10 60 









a Surrey completed. Field-notes returned, not examined. 
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REPORT OF THE STJBVEYOR-GEHERAL OF IDAHO. 



United States Survbyor-Gsnbral's Office, 

Bob* City, Idaho, July 17, 1885. 
8ir : I have the honor to submit the annual report, in duplicate, of the operations of 
this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, with tabular statements, as follows : 
A. — Statement showing condition of contracts entered into under the appropriation 
of July 7, 1884. 

B.— -Statement showing the condition of contracts entered into for the survey of 
public lands under provisions of sections 2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised Statutes, dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 
The aggregate number of miles surveyed was 4,536 miles, 38 chains, and 54 links. 
8eventy-two townships were surveyed, containing an area of 1,352,046.65 acres. 
Sixty-eight mining claims and six mill-sites were surveyed. 

Two hundred and seventy-five plats of agricultural surveys and 278 plats of min- 
eral claims and mill-sites were made, making a total of 553 plats made and approved. 
The deposits for surveys, under sections 2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised Statutes, 
aggregated $1,384.81, ana for office work $150. For office work, survey of mining 
chums, $2,300. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM P. CHANDLER, 
United States Surveyor-General for Idaho. 

Hon. William A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

Washington, D. C. 



A.— Statement showing the condition of contracts entered into under the appropriation of 

July 7, 1884. 






lot 



Name of deputy. 




John B. David. 



I 



106 Hesekiah H. Johnson. 



Character and locality of work. 



106 I Allen M. Thompson. 



107 



Darin* F. Baker. 



July 2L 1884 The subdivision lines of T. 9 N., R. 42 
| E., of the Boise meridian. 



Aug. 11, 1884 The second standard parallel N. be- 
i tween T. 8 and 9 N., through R. 29 
and 30 E.; the seventh auxiliary me- 
ridian E., between R. 28 and 29 
E., through T. 9 to 12 N., inclusive ; 
the exterior lines of T. 15 and 16 
N., R. 27 £.; T 13 and 14 N., R. 27 
and 28 E.; T. 12 N., R. 28 E.; T. 
9, 10. 11, and 12 N., R. 29 E. ; T. 8, 
9, and 10 X., R. 30 E., and the subdi- 
vision lines of T. 11 N., R. 34 and 
35 east of the Boise meridian. 

Aug. 29. 1884 The exterior lines of T. 7 S., R. 13 E.; 
and the east boundary line of T. 8 
8., R, 13 east of the Boise meridian. 

Sept 2, 1884 > The subdivision lines of T. 4 3., R. 

18 and 19 E.; T. 5 8., R. 16, 18, and 

19 E.; fraot. T. 5 8., R. 17 E.;T.6 
8., R 16 E„ and T. 7 & , R. 13 E. of 
the Boise meridian. 



Remarks. 



Field and office 
work complet- 
ed and ac- 
cepted. 
I&. 



Do. 



Do. 
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348 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
A. — Statement showing the oonditien of contract* entered into, <f o.— Continued. 



*4 

li 
I 1 


Name of deputy. 


Date of con* 
tract 


Character and locality of work. 


Remarks. 


108 
112 


Allen M. Thompson — 
Abraham L. Rinearson . . 


Sept 11, 1884 
June 1, 1885 


The Boise meridian between B.1E. 
and 1 W. through T. 45 to 60 N., 
inclusive ; the tenth standard par- 
allel N. between T. 48 and 49 N., 
through R. 1 to 4 E., inclusive: 
the eleventh standard parallel 
N. between T. 52 and 58 N. 
through R. 1 and 2 E. and 1 and 
2 W.; the exterior lines of fraet. 
T. 40, 47, and 48 N., R. 1 W.; the 
exterior and subdivision lines of T. 
45 N., R. 1 W. : free. T. 45 and 46 
N., R. 2 W. ; and 48 and 49 N. R. 1 
E.; and T. 49 N., R. 1 and 2 W. of 
the Boise meridian. 

The north boundary line of T. 8 N., 
R. 2 and 3 B.; and the subdivision 
lines of the unsnrveyed portions of 
T. 6. 7, and 8 N., R. 2 and 8 E. of 
the Boise meridian. 


Deputy in the 
field. 



B. — Statement showing the condition of contracts entered into for the survey of public lomfa 
under provisions of sections 2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised Statutes, during the fiscal per 
ending June 30, 1885. 





Name of deputy. 


Date of con- 
tract. 


Character and locality of work. 


Remarki. 


109 
110 


George H. Perrin 

John L. McCoy 


Oct. 80, 1884 
Nov.14,1884 

Aug. 7,1882 


The sonth and west boundary lines 
of T. 8 S., R. 13 E., and the north 
and east boundary lines of T. 8 S., 
R. 14 E.. of the Boise meridian. 

The subdivision lines of T. 8 S., R. 
13 and 34 E. ; T 13 8., and frac- 
tional T. 16 S., R. 21 E., and frac- 
tional T. 16 8., R. 22 E. of the 
Boise meridian. 

All lines necessary to complete the 
survey of the exterior and subdi- 
vision lines of T. 4 8., R. 42 B. ; 
T. 3. 4, and 5 8., R. 43 S., and T. 
15 8., R. 44 E. of the Boise meri- 
dian. 


Returns of surrey 
not received. 

Do. 


111 


James R. Glover 


Contract not ap- 
proved until Oc- 
tober 80, m. 
Returns of sat- 
vey notreceirel 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF LOUISIANA. 



Office of Surveyor-General, District of Louisiana, 

New Orleans, July 28, 1885. 

Sir : Herewith I respectfully submit the annual report of this office for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th June, 1885, with tabular statements, as follows : 

A. — Statement of surveying contracts entered into by the surveyor-general of Lou- 
isiana with the respective deputy surveyors therein named, on account of th Allot- 
ment of $10,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884. 

B. — Statement of surveying contracts entered into by the surveyor-general of Lou- 
isiana with the respective deputy surveyors therein named, on account of the allot- 
ment of $10,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

C. — Estimate of funds required to be appropriated for the district of Louisiana for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, for surveyors in Louisiana, for compensation of 
the surveyor-general and his clerks, and for contingent expenses in his office. 

D. — Statement of contracts for the survey and location of confirmed private land 
claims in Louisiana, entered Into during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, and 
payable out of the special appropriation of $5,000 by the act or Congress approved 
July 7, 1884. 

E.— Statement of work in arrear in the surveyor-general's office, district of Louis- 
iana. 

F.— Statement of original plats and copies transmitted to the General Land Office, 
district land offices, and state land office during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

A SUMMARY OF FIELD AND OFFICE WORK PERFORMED IN THE DISTRICT FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1885. 

During the year there were surveyed 2,073 miles, 22 chains, and 22 links. 

Number of townships surveyed 41 

Number of diagrams made and transmitted to district land offices 24 

Letters received 620 

Letters written 490 

Examinations and researches made from the records relative to cash entries, back 

pre-emptions, &c, with reports upon each case 23 

Number of transcripts of new and old field-notes sent to General Land Office 107 

Number of lists of state swamp land selections made and transmitted to the Gen- 
eral Land Office, state, and district land offices 19 

Number of patent plats made in duplicate 8 

OFFICE WORK. 

Under the liberal appropriation for transcribing the field-notes of survey I am able 
to report that this work, which was many years in arrears, is nearly completed, and 
win soon be ready to forward to the bureau after it is compared, indorsed, and 
stitched. 

The work on the exhibit of private land claims has been prosecuted with as much 
dispatch as was consistent with the care and precision its importance demands. The 
exhibit has been finished so far as the southeast district is involved, a district which 
embraces a larger number of claims than any other, it has been assumed certainly one 
in which greater complexity and intricacy is involved than any other in the state. 

The work in no one of the other districts will occupy so much time. In about a 
month the exhibit for the southeast district will be sent to the bureau. It is now 
undergoing revision and comparison with the duplicate, to be retained as a record in 
this office. 

The continuation of this important work for the other districts, the southwestern, 
the northwestern, the district north of Red river, and the Greensburg ; will have to 
be paid for out of the general appropriation for clerk hire and for bringing up the 
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arrears of office work accumulating in the office in the years antedating the oivil war, 
such as the preparation of patent plats and reproduction of township maps defaced 
worn, or faded, and other less important work. 

FIELD-WORK. 

The year just closed has been a favorable one for the execution of field-work in this 
district, and the few deputies who were employed under the allotment allowed were 
not embarrassed by any unusual obstacles to progress in the nature of excessive rains, 
crevasses, sickness, or other temporary troubles, except in a few townships in the 
southwest district, where the work was retarded for a time by high water. 

In the last report from this office the following recommendation was made, as shown 
on page 174. of the Report of the General Land Office for 1884 : 

" 1 strongly urge a small appropriation each year by Congress, to be applied ex- 
clusively in Louisiana, as in some other states, to the survey of confirmed private) 
land claims. I think our records will show that, in point of number at least, Louis- 
ana has more unadjusted confirmed private land claims than any other state or ter- 
ritory^ and yet, although for many years Congress has annually appropriated money 
to other states and territories having such claims within their limits, the necessities 
of this state have been overlooked or disregarded. The unsettled, undefined status 
of many of these claims is a menace to parties investing or settling in their vicinity, 
and they seriously retard immigration and tend to uncertainty in land titles and to 
litigation. An appropriation of $8,000 or $10,000 a year for a row years would enable 
this office to dispose of all this arrear of work, and in thus adjusting these claims 
would relieve the land department of a fruitful source of correspondence and labor. 

" Three of such claims, those of Donaldson and Scott, Daniel Clark, and William 
Conway, commonly called the Houmas claims, have since my last report been finally 
settled by the Supreme Court. 

" In the recent case of Slidell et al. vs. Grandjean, reported in 111 U. 8. Reports, p. 
412, it is held, as the bureau held in 1877, that the second grant of Jnne 21, 1777, was 
intended by Spain to be for the common depth of 40 arpents only, making, with the 
like depth previously granted, a total depth of 80 arpents from the Mississippi river. 
To enforce this decision and prepare the lands in each claim back of the line to be 
run at 80 arpents from the river for disposition under the land laws much original 
work and some resurveying will have to be done. The old surveys of 1829 will have 
to be taken up and continued, and as so much time has elapsed, and such great 
changes have taken place, it is believed most of the old work, if not all of it, will 
have to be re-established before the new work can be started from or closed upon or 
connected with it. The situation of these three claims alone, and the complications 
growing out of the vast property interests depending upon them, well illustrates the 
necessity of funds in this state for the adjustment of all private land claims, as above 
adverted to." 

In response to this urgent demand Congress appropriated $5,000 by the act of Jnly 
7, 1884, in these words: "For survey of private land claims in Louisiana, at the rates 
prescribed by law, five thousand dollars." 

I was informed by your instructions of February 17, Division E, that the First 
Auditor had held, with reference to this language, that it authorized only a compen- 
sation per mile, and uot per day, to the contractor who should undertake the work, 
but that the rate which he would allow under the act would be $16 per mile. 

As the greater part of the time and labor involved in this peculiar and tedious serv- 
ice must consist of office-work and in going to and returning from the scattered 
localities where the claims are to be surveyed, none of which can be paid for under this 
construction, it was found. difficult to get any proper surveyor to take the work, and 
it was only at the close of the year two of the deputies consented to do so at my re- 
quest, and then only to save the fund from lapsing to the Treasury at the end of the 
year unless then contracted against. I may also remark that a like sum of $5,000 has 
been appropriated by the act approved March 3, 1885, for the fiscal year to end June 
30, 1886, and in language more unfortunate than the other, viz: 

" For survey of private land claims in Louisiana, at rates prescribed by law, eoa- 
firmed by decrees of courts or by private acts of Congress, five thousand dollars." 

I can recall but three claims in the state, the Houmas claims, which can be sur- 
veyed under the terms of this last appropriation, unless the bureau is pleased to 
authorize an interpretation favorable to the necessities of the situation. 

These confirmed and unsatisfied private land claims in Louisiana should be ad- 
justed in some lawful mode, and thus eliminated from the already sufficiently compli- 
cated land titles of the state. In their present condition they are a source of irrita- 
tion and uneasiness, and sometimes of litigation, among proprietors who own the 
same or contiguous lands under titles and surveys to which the claims in question 
would yield if brought to a test in the courts. They were computed to number 1,584 
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in the entire state by the surveyor-general, William J. McCulloh, in a letter to the 
bnrean, dated March 15, 1860. I quote from the same : 
" There are claims confirmed by general laws which are not yet located. 

In the Greensburg district 1,017 

In the southeastern district 295 

In other districts 212 

Total 1,524 

" Private research and my own official investigation are each day disclosing the 
proper location of some of these claims, but very frequently, when so ascertained, it 
Decomes manifest their position has been preoccupied. It is therefore impossible to 
estimate what proportion of them may finally be surveyed; but if they are not thus 
satisfied, the issue of certificates of relocation under the act of 2d of June, 1858, for 
very many of them (while it will avoid field-work) may demand of the office equal 
time and labor. It is impossible to say what labor may be imposed upon this office 
by the third section of the act of June, 1858. 

"To do so will first require the ascertainment of how many of the confirmed claims 
there are for which surveys canuot be made, and for which parties can establish their 
rights to the issue of the contemplated certificates of relocation, and the latter fact 
would also have to become known with regard to the thousands of conflicts which 
exist between confirmed claims and the multiplicity of deficiencies between their 
surveyed and confirmed areas, for these conflicts and deficiencies equally constitute 
demand for the issue of certificates of location under the terms of the act mentioned/' 

The act of June 2, 1858, had been devised in a most liberal spirit, with a view to 
thereafter relieve Congress from the press of special private applications for relief 
and to provide a general uniform mode in all the states similarly situated for the 
speedy adjustment of such claims. The operative language is found in its third sec- 
tion, thus : 

" That in all cases of confirmation by this act, or where any private land claim has 
been confirmed by Congress and the same, in whole or in part, has not been located or 
satisfied, either for want of a specific location prior to such confirmation, or for any 
reason whatever other than a discovery of fraud in such claim subsequent to such 
confirmation, it shall be the duty of the surveyor-general of the district in which 
such claim was situated, upou satisfactory proof that such claim has been so con- 
firmed, and that the same, in whole or in part, remains unsatisfied, to inane to the 
claimant, or legal representatives, a certificate of location for a quantity of land equal 
to that so confirmed and unsatisfied, which certificate maybe located upon any of the 
public lands of the United States, subject to sale at private entry at a price not ex- 
ceeding one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre : Provided, That such location shall 
conform to legal divisions and subdivisions. 

•' Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the register of the proper land office, upon 
the location of such certificate, shall issue to the person entitled thereto a certificate 
of entry, upon which, if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office that such certificate has been fairly obtained, according to 
the true intent and meaning of this act, a patent shall issue as in other cases." 

On account of some delay in settling the mode of proceeding under this law and 
want of knowledge among the mass of the people as to its provisions but little was 
done in satisfying claims under it before the late civil war, and after peace it was not 
until about the year 1871 that circumstances in the state favored attention to such 
interests on the part of the people. 

For two or three years immediately following many applications for relief under the 
law were filed, and' much progress was made by some of my predecessors in office in 
issuing the relief contemplated. The certificates or scrip issued by them were trans- 
mitted to the bureau for examination and approval, and much of it was so approved, 
delivered to the claimants, and thus such claims were satisfied, and have been forever, 
eliminated from the records as obligations against the Government. 

The following is a tabulated statement of the number of claims so satisfied since 
the passage of the law up to the 30th June, 1885 : 

Total number of claims estimated in 1860, as above shown, as coming within 
the terms of the law in the entire state 1,524 

Number of claims satisfied by scrip issued by this office and approved by the 
bureau before the war 11 

Number of claims satisfied by scrip issued by this office and approved by the 
bureau after the war and up to June 30, 1885 291 

Number of claims remaining to be satisfied under the act of 1858, or by survey 
and location in place, to be followed ultimately by patent of the United 
States 1,222 
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This remarkable statement is worse in appearance than it is in reality, for investi- 
gation by experienced clerks and surveyors of the particular applications for relief 
in these unsatisfied claims very often show that many of them, perhaps 10 per cent., 
are not really within the law at all, and that they never should have been so repre- 
sented. They are found to be reconfirmations of claims already satisfied or not con- 
firmed at all, or to have been already satisfied by location and survey, or to have 
been floated by private acts of Congress. Hence it is deemed but just to the Gov- 
ernment to assume that we should deduct from the above apparent number about 10 
per cent., or say one hundred and twenty-two claims, leaving one thousand one hun- 
dred, which will very closely approximate the number yet to be satisfied in one of 
the two modes provided by law in case the owners apply for relief. 

The number can be placed at, say, one thousand one hundred claims. 

In quantity they will range from 100 to 1,500 acres a few even less, and still others 
more. The average might be fairly stated at 600 acres each. In Mr. MoCulloh's let- 
ter of March 15, 1860, heretofore quoted from, alluding to the difficulty of estimating 
the scope of the act of 1658 in Louisiana, he said: "To do so will first require the as- 
certainment of how many of the confirmed claims there are for which surveys cannot 
be made and for which parties can establish their rights to the issue of the contem- 
plated certificates of' relocation, and the latter fact would also have to become known 
with regard to the thousands of conflicts which exist between confirmed claims, and 
the multiplicity of deficiencies between their surveyed and confirmed areas; for 
these conflicts and deficiencies equally constitute demaud for the issue of certificates 
of location under the terms of the act mentioned." 

I find no effort has yet been made to arrive at any nearer estimate than this of Mc- 
Cnlloh's, though his opinion that such conflicts and deficiencies were within the scrip 
act has in a number of instances been sustained by the action of the bureau and the 
Department within the last fifteen years. 

Some idea may be had of their extent by calculating them, as shown in particular 
townships, by the maps thereof. For instance, in T. 14 S., R. 24 E., southeast district, 
west of the Mississippi river, the conflicts between confirmed located claims amount 
to 9,460.23 acres. 

During the year just closed this office has issued and sent to the bureau for authen- 
tication certificates of location under the act of 1858 for private land claims, but I am 
not advised that the same have been approved. 

THE UNSURVEYED STRIP ON THE 8EA-COA8T. 

In relation to this important subject, I cannot do better than to repeat what was 
stated on the subject in my last report, to be found on page 174 of the bureau report for 
1884: 

" I have again to invite attention to the unsurveyed strip of sea-coast region between 
Vermillion bay and the Sabine river. It varies in width from 10 to 25 miles, and is 
supposed to be interspersed with high lands, chiefly on and near the many bayous 
and lakes intersecting it. These are Known to be very fertile, and admirably adapted 
to the cultivation of oranges and other tropical fruits. They are mostly settled and 
cultivated by citizens descended from the early French and Spanish inhabitants, who 
have been there all their lives, but who are without titles to their homes, and practi- 
cally without facilities for acquiring them. Without approved public surveys noth- 
ing can be done by them to place their claims on record or to complete them, nor can 
it be known in advance of such surveys, and the proceedings under them, whether a 
particular tract will go to the state under the swamp-land grant or remain the prop- 
erty of the United States. 

" The adjustment of the rights of the state under the grant of the sixteenth section 
in each township for school laud, or, in its absence, indemnity lands to be selected 
elsewhere, also seems to make it the duty of tbe General Government to survey this 
region. The subject has been fully treated in the reports of some of my predecessors 
in office, to which I respectfully refer you. 

" It has been assumed by them, and I concur in their views, that on account of the 

exceptional character of that region it would be money thrown away to attempt to 

survey even the extension of the township lines over it under the imperfect mode of 

monumentation now authorized by law and as prescribed by the surveying manual." 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LEWIS, 
Surveyor' General District of Louisiana. 

Hon. William A. J. Sparks. 

Comfhissioner of ike General Land Office, 
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Q.— Estimate of funds to be appropriate for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, for «ar- 
r eying in Louisiana, for compensation of surveyor-general and his olerks, and contingent 
expenses of his office. 



BURVBT8. 

In the southeastern district, section, township, private claims, and meander 
line* 

In the southwestern district (east of the principal meridian), section, town- 
ship, private claims, and meander lines 

In the southwestern district (west of the principal meridian), section, town- 
ship, private claims, and meander lines 

In the northwestern district, section, township, private claims, and meander 
lines 

In the district north of Red river, section, township, private claims, and 
meander lines . 

To complete surveys in the Greensburg district 

For surveys of unlocated private laud claims confirmed by decrees of court 
or by private acts of Congress in all districts 



SALARIES. 

Surveyor- general 

Chief clerk 

Chief draughtsman 

Calculator and protractor 

Clerk for office work in preparing unlocated private land claims for survey.. 

First assistant draughtsman 

Clerk for continuing exhibit of private land claims 

Clerk for preparing patent plats 

8econd assistant draughtsman 

Third assistant draughtsman 

Recording clerk 

Four clerks to bring up arrear work, &o 

CONTlIfGIKT tfXPKNSES. 

Reprotracting and mending 207 old, torn, and partially defaced township plats 
at $6 each, and providing same and 1,073 other township plats with suitable 
canvas, at 25 cents each 

Binding old records, stationery, messenger hire, and other incidental ex- 



$10,000 00 

12,000 00 

15,000 00 

5.000 00 

10,000 00 
2,000 U0 

10,000 00 



1,800 00 
1,700 00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 
1,400 00 
1,500 00 
1,400 00 , 
1,200 00 I 
1,000 00 I 
1,000 00 
4,000 00 



$04,000 00 
2,000 00 



1,750 00 
2,000 00 



Total. 



18,000 00 



8,750 00 



87,750 00 



D. — Statement of contracts for the survey and location of confirmed private land claims in 
Louisiana, entered into during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, and payable out of 
the special appropriation of $5,000 (act of Congress approved July 7, 1884). 



Ho. 



Date of con- 
tract. 



April 8, 1885 



June 10, 1886 



June 24, 1885 



Name of deputy sur- 
veyor. 



Locality of work. 



I 



George H. Granujean . 



George H. Grandjean 



Arthur Gascon . 



All the lines necessary for 
the, relocation of the pri- 
vate land claim of Solomon 
Prevot O. B. 375, section 
5, in T. 14 8., R. 25 B. 
The location of the claims 
of Benjamin Morgan, 
Harper's Report of 18 .'1, 
No. 100, 101, 102, and 104 
in the same township and 
'range southeastern dis- 
trict, Louisiana, west of 
Mississippi river. 

All the lines for the loca- 
tion and relocation of as 
many of the private land 
claims enumerated in the 
list transmitted to the 
bureau with surveyor- 
general's letter of Feb- 
ruary 6. 1885, as to oover 
the liability of this con- 
tract. 

AH the lines and corners nec- 
essary to survey and local • 
such confirmed privatu 
land claims in the State 
of Louisiana (excepting 
claims in the southeast 
district thereof), so as to 
oover the liability of this 
contract. 



District. 



Southeastern . 



Southeastern . 



Southwestern, 
northwestern, 
north of Red 
River. 



liability. 



3,500 00 



1,200 00 
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£. — Statement of office work in arreare in the surveyor-generaVs office, district of Louisiana, 

Number of townships in the Greensburg district to be re protracted and replatted 
from old field- notes, the same being so torn and defaced as to be useless 40 

Number of townships in the southeastern district to be reprotracted and replat- 
ted from old field- notes, the same being so torn and defaced as to be useless ... 200 

Number of townships in the southwestern district to be reprotracted and replat- 
ted from old field-notes, the same being so torn and defaced as to be useless. . . 100 

Number of townships in the northwestern and north of Red river districts to be 
reprotracted and replatted from old field-notes, the same being so torn and 
defaced as to be useless 106 

Number of private land claims throughout the district of Louisiana, for which 
patent plats are to be prepared 5,916 

Number of private land claims throughout the district of Louisiana for which 
certificates of location are to be issued under act of Congress approved June 
2,1858 1,2» 

Continuing and completing the "exhibit of private land claims" through- 
out the district of Louisiana. 

Examination and researches to prepare confirmed private land olaims for sur- 
vey and location. 

F. — Statement of original maps made and copies transmitted to the General Land Office, dis- 
trict land office, and state land office during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 



Description. 



Plata of- 

T.8S..R.1E... 
T.8S..R.2E... 
T.9S..R.1E... 
T.9S..R.2E... 
T.8N..R4E .. 

Diagrams in— 

T.8N..R.5E.. 

Plata of— 

T.9N..R.2E.. 

T.9N..R.3S . 

T.9K..R.4E.. 

Diagrams in— 

T.9N..R.5E... 

Plata of- 

T.10N..R.2E. 

T.10N..R.3 E. 

T.10 N..R.4E. 

T.13N..R.5W. 
T.9N..R.5E.. 

T.10N..R.5E... 

Diagrams in— 

T.9N., R.4W.. 

Plata of— 

T.1N..R.10W.. 
T.1N.,R.11W.. 
T.2N..R.10W.. 
T.2N..R.11W.. 
T.10S..R.3E... 
T.10S..R.4B... 
T.10S..R.6B... 
T.12S..R.11E-. 



District. 



J 



Southeastern 
Southeastern 
Southeastern.. 
Southeastern . . 
North of Bed 
river. 

North of Red 
river. 

North of Red 

river. 
North of Red 

river. 
North of Red 

river. 

North of Red 
river. 

North of Red 

river. i 

North of Red 

river. 
North of Red 

river. 
Northwestern. 
North of Red 

river. 
North of Red 

river. 

North of Red 
river. 

Northwestern. 
Northwestern. 
Northwestern 
Northwestern. 
Southeastern.. 
Southeastern.. 
Southeastern.. 
Southeastern.. 



4L , 5 



i 
i: i 

l l 
1 
1 
l 

1 



i 




m 




o 




»o 




s 




• 


-i 


* 


o 


fa 


H 




3 


.... 


3 


.... 


8 


. . ., 


8 


... 


8 


.... 


3 





3 


.... 


8 


.... 


3 


.... 


3 


.... 


8 


— 


3 


.... 


3 




3 


.... 


3 


.... 


3 


.... 


3 




3 


.. 


3 




8 




3 


.. 


3 




2 


.... 


2 


— 


2 



When trana- 

mitted to 
the General 
Land Office. 



July 5, 1884 
July 5*1884 
July 5, 1884 
July 5, 1884 
July 25, 1884 



July 25, 1884 

Jmy 25, 1884 
July 25, 1884 
July 25, 1884 

July 25, 1884 

July 25, 1884 

July 25, 1884 

July 25, 1884 

Aug. 22, 1884 
Aug. 22, 1884 

Aug. 22, 1884 
Aug. 22, 1884 



When trans- 
mitted to the 
district land 
office. 



July 5,1884 
July 5,1884 
July 5,1884 
July 5,1884 
Nov. 15, 1884 



Nov. 15, 1884 

Nov. 15, 1884 
Nov. 15, 1884 
Nov. 15, 1884 

Nov. 15, 1884 

Nov. 15, 1884 

Nov. 15, 1884 

Nov. 15, 1884 

Mar. 13, 1S85 
Mar. 13, 1885 

Ijpr. 13, 188S 
Mar. 13, 1885 



Sept 16. 1884 Mar. 13,1885 
Sept 16, 1884 Mar. 13, 1885 
Sept 16, 1884 Mar. 13, 1885 
Sept 16, 1884 ; Mar. 13, 1885 

Oct. 15, 1H84 | 

Oct 15,18d4 I 

Oct 15»1884 

Oct 15,1884 I 



When trans- 
mitted to the 
state land 
offioe. 
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P.— Statement of original map* made and copies transmitted to the General Land Office, dis- 
trict land office, and State land office, tf-c— Cod Untied. 







Office, 
ffice. ; 




8 
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When trans- 


When trans- 


When trans- 






a 

2 


a < 


o 




mitted to 


mitted to the mitted to the 


Description. 


District. 


A ! 


•a 




the General 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF MINNESOTA. 



United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Saint Paul, Minn., July 23, 1885. 

Sir: In compliance with instructions contained in your letter E of April 9, 1885, I 
have the honor to submit herewith, in duplicate, my annual report of the surveying 
operations in the district of Minnesota for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18%, as 
follows : 

Under the appropriation for public surveys, dated July 7, 1884, a coutract was made 
for the survey of about 288 miles of township lines, at an estimated cost of $3,170; 
also one contract for the subdivision of eight townships, at an estimated cost of $6,500. 
The surveys under these contracts are not yet completed, but the deputies are now 
in the field prosecuting the work. A contract for the subdivision of six townships 
was made in April last, which was returned disapproved by you. About $5,000, there- 
fore, of the amonnt assigned to Minnesota for surveys for the fiscal year ending Jane 
30, 1886, will not be expended, provided the estimated costs of surveys to be made 
under contracts approved is correct. 

The number of townships surveyed since last annual report is 20. 

The number of township plats made is as follows, viz : 20 original plats, 20 com- 
missioner's plats, and 24 register's plats ; total number of plats made, 64. The num- 
ber of diagrams of township lines made is 12. There have also been surveyed 8 
islands, and 24 plats of the same have been made. 

There have been surveyed since last annual report 30 miles, 26 chains, and 85 links 
of standard lines; 191 miles, 4 chains, and 72 links of township lines; 14 miles, 67 
chains, and 22 links of township lines resurveyed; 1,091 mile *, 26 chains, and 76 links 
of section lines ; 819 miles and 73 chains of meander lines, and 17 miles, 14 chains, 
and 91 links of connecting lines, making total number of miles surveyed 2,164 miles, 
53 chains, and 46 links. 

The total number of acres surveyed during the year is 386,132.98, to which add 
amount previously reported (42,282,342.77), gives total number of acres surveyed in 
this state to date 42,668,475.75. The aggregate of special deposits made by individuals 
for survey of public lands during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, is as follows, 
viz : For field-work, $687.03, and for office work, $100. 

Accompanying this report are statements showing contracts made, as follows: 

A. — Statement of contracts entered into by the surveyor-general of Minnesota for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884 (act of March 3, 1883), contracts not closed at 
date of last annual report. 

B. — Statement of contracts entered into on account of the $15,000 assigned to Min- 
nesota for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, act of July 7, 1884. 

C. — Statement of contracts entered into, payable from special deposits by individ- 
uals, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, including contracts not closed at date of 
last annual report. 

D. — Statement of contract entered into under instructions from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office for surveys, payable from the appropriation of $50,000, act 
of July 4, 1884, for survey of Indian reservations. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

MARTIN S. CHANDLER, 

Surveyor- General. 

Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 
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C. — Statement of contracts entered into by ike survey or-gentral of Atinwnuiu for the survey 
of public lands, payable from special deposits by individuals, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1885, including contract* not closed at date of last annual report. 



Name of deputy. 



Date of con- 
tract. ' | 



Description of work. 



Amount of, c t f 
deposit for .1X1" 
field work. 8Drve y- 



Day T. Stacy . 



Oscar L. Hamery .. 
John W. Young . . . 



June 13, 1884 | Subdivision T. 61 N. f R. 12 W., fourth merid- 
ian, Minnesota, (a) 
North end west exterior lines andsubdivis- 
! ions T. 61 N., R. 17 W., fourth meridian, 
I Minnesota. (0) 
Auk- 28, 1884 Subdivision T. 147 N., R. 37 W., fifth me- 

I ridian, Minuesota.(6) 
Apr. 30, 1885 Resurvey of part of southeast boundary of 
Red Lake Indian reservation, and survey 
of west exterior and subdivision of T. 148 
N., R. 34 west of fifth meridian, Minne- 
sota, (c) 



$812 03 
600 00 



250 00 
425 00 



$812 03 
540 68 

241 60 



a Surveys completed and approved. 

b Contract closed. 

c Contract suspended (see Commissioner's letter of June 10, 1885). 

D. — Statement of contract entered into by the surveyor-general of Minnesota, under instruc- 
tions from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, for surveys y payable from the ap- 
propriation of $50,000, act of July 4, 1884, for surrey of Indian reservations, {a) 



Name of deputy. 


Date of con- 
tract 


Description of work. 


Amount of 
liability. 


Abner M. Dar- 
ling.^; 


June 22,1885. 


Resurvey of south and south west boundaries of Red 
Lake Indian reservation ; also portions of east and 
south boundaries of White Earth reservation, and 
the subdivision of twelve sections in White Earth 
reservation. 


1767 00 



a See Commissioner's letter E, of May 28, 1885. 



b Deputy now in the field. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL FOB MONTANA. 



United States Surveyor- General's Office, 

Helena, Mont., July 23, 1885. 

Sir: In accordance with* instructions contained in your letter E, dated April 9, 
1885, I have the honor to submit this my annual report of surveying operations in the 
district of Montana for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

Seven contracts for survey of public lands have been let, estimated liability $18,000 
(of the apportionment of $20,000), payable from the regular appropriation. Under 
them returns have been made amounting to $17,135.90, being the whole except an 
estimated final account of about $78u on one of the contracts. A contract for the 
reserved $2,000 was let April 23, 1885, to Rodney W. Page, which has not yet been 
approved by the General Land Office. 

Thirty contracts, estimated liability $22,095, payable from special deposits, have 
been let. Of these twenty-two have been executed, examined, plats made, and ac- 
counts therefor rendered; three have been executed and returns are under examina- 
tion ; one is yet uncompleted by the deputy, and four (the last given out) are sus- 
pended by the General Land Office. 

The work of this office is more nearly in a state of completion than it ever has 
been. There are no arrears of any kiud. 

During the fiscal year there were approved by the surveyor-general — 

Mile*, e hi Iks 

Surveys of meridian lines 285 11 40 

Surveys of standard lines 284 72 68 

Surveys of township lines 1,104 2 99 

Surveys of section lines * 5, 459 61 50 

Surveys of meander lines 19 19 48 

Surveys of connection lines 33 75 38 

7,187 3 43 

Subdivisional surveys approved 122 

Snbdivisional plats made and approved 366 

Diagrams of exteriors made and approved 48 

Transcripts of field-notes 168 

Deposits for field-work on township surveys $23,401 61 

Deposits for office work on township surveys 3,130 00 

Of the above $400 and $50, respectively 1 , were refunded by return deposit accounts. 
There have been no deposits made by any railroad company for surveys, nor for 
surveys of town-sites or or private land claims. 

Orders issued for mineral surveys -. 135 

Orders issued for reports on placers - 16 

Mineral surveys examined and approved by surveyor-general 149 

Amended surveys examined and approved by surveyor-general 4 

Reports on placers examined and approved by surveyor-general 15 

Mineral plats made 467 

Transcripts made of mineral surveys and reports 168 

Deposits for office work on mineral surveys $4,405 

Deposits for office work on reports on placers 160 

4,566 
Returned to depositors HO 

"4,455 

Connected sheets of mineral surveys made Jj 

Copies of connected sheets made for General Land Office h* 
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The date of certification of the connected sheets awaits approval of the form for 
same hy the General Land Office. 

Whole number of agricultural and mineral plate 881 

Whole number of connected sheets and copies 85 

Copies of plats furnished B. C. Bonnell, examiner 9 

Whole number of agricultural and mineral transcripts 236 

Transcripts furnished B. C. Bonnell, examiner 18 

Letters received 1,072 

Letters written 1,985 

Appended hereto are the following statements : 

A. — Showing the contracts let, payable from the regular appropriation. 
B. — Showing the contracts let, payable from special deposits. 
The large increase in the output of Montana mines anticipated iu my last annual 
report has ibeen more than verified. Montana produced during the past year more 
precious metals, including copper and lead, than any other state or territory in the 
Union, and there will be a still further increase for the coming year. The stock and 
farming interests have also largely increased. The increase of immigration calls for 
more extended public surveys, so that the settlers, new and old, who are calling ear- 
nestly for such surveys, can secure titles to their lands ; but to this matter I have so 
persistently called attention hitherto that it is hardly necessary to now enlarge upon it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN 8. HARRIS, 

Surveyor-General. 

Hon. Wm. A. J. 8parks, 

Commissioner, Washington, D. C. 



A.— Statement of contracts for surveys let, payable from the regular appropriation, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 



Ko. 


Bate. 




1884. 


162 


Aug. 22 


164 


Aug. 28 


165 


Aug. 27 


166 


Aug. 28 


167 


Aug. 28 


168 


Aug. 28 


169 


1886. 


189 


Apr. 28 



To whom let. 



David B. Folsom . . . 

James M. Page 

John P. Thompson . 
Rodney W. Page... 
George M. Stafford. 

George Scheetz 

Calvin K. Leinbacb 

Rodney W.Page(c) 

Total 



Estimate. 



8600 00 
2,300 00 
4,250 00 
950 00 
2,300 00 
2,500 00 
5,100 00 

2,000 00 ' 



Account. 



$472 70 
al,899 60 
3,329 08 
1,046 02 
2,474 15 
2,194 46 
65, 810 01 



20, 000 00 17, 135 91 



a Partial account 



685,610 paid. 



o Unapproved. 



The estimated amount of final account under contract No. 164 is $780. 
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364 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

B.— Statement of contracts for surveys let during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, pay- 
able from the fund of special deposits. 



No. 


Date. 




1884. 


156 


July 10 


157 


Sept. 10 
July 29 


158 


150 


Aug. 15 


160 


Au K . 16 


161 


Aug. 22 


163 


Aug. 22 
Sept. 17 


170 


171 


Oct. 13 


172 


Oct. 31 


173 


Nov. 5 


174 


Nov. 18 


175 


Nov. 23 


176 


Dee. 9 


177 


Nov. 29 


178 


Dec, 31 


179 


Deo. 31 


180 


Dee. 31 


181 


Dec. 31 




1885. 


182 


Jan. 13 


188 


Feb. 20 


184 


Feb. 12 


185 


Mar. 17 



To whom let. 



186 
187 
188 
190 
191 
192 
198 



Feb. 


12 


Mar. 


17 


Mar. 


19 


Mar. 


28 


Apr. 


13 


Apr. 


23 


May 


9 


May 


14 


May 


25 



Henry B. Davis 

George T. Lamport. . . 

George Soheetz 

Henry B. Davis 

Benjamin F. Marsh... 
Griffith & Ingersoll 

Herbert P. Rolfe 

Charles W. Mead 

George T. Lair port... 
John P. Thompson 
Henry B.Davis 

George Soheetz 

Charles W. Head 

Robert P. Green 

George M. Stafford ... 

George T. Wiokes 

James M.Page 

John P. Thompson 

Charles W. Mead 

George Soheetz 

Richard M.Cralle.... 

Robert P, Green 

Adelbert E. Camming 

George Scheets 

James M. Page 

Griffith & Ingersoll . . . 
Benjamin F. Marsh 
George M. Stafford ... 

Total 



Estimate. 



$440 00 

1,060 00 

1,060 00 

1,240 00 

980 00 

250 00 

150 00 

250 00 

340 00 

1,100 00 

980 00 

800 00 

820 00 

2,450 00 

640 00 

170 00 

60 00 

200 00 

350 00 

2,550 00 
450 00 

2,810 00 
950 00 
520 00 
480 00 
800 00 
890 00 
85 00 
110 00 
720 00 



22,095 00 



Account. 



$379 01 

1,003 05 

600 40 

1,142 66 

232 48 

330 33 

59 60 

355 00 

828 01 

1, 015 29 

894 80 

888 40 

317 77 

2,276 31 

321 42 

123 00 

84 94 

81 61 

846 10 

2,887 79 
(a) 
(a) 
(«) 

292 55 
(a) 

788 8$ 
(b) 
(b) 

% 



8! 



a Uncompleted. 



5 Suspended. 
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REPORT OF THE STOVEYOR-GENERAL OF NEBRASKA. 



United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Plattsmouth, Nebr., July 30, 1885. 
Sir : As directed in your circular letter E of April 9, 1885, I have the honor to sub- 
mit herewith, in duplicate, my annual report of surveying operations in this district 
for fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

surveys. 

The annual report of my predecessor for fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, showed 
complete returns under appropriations and special-deposit contracts to that date, ex- 
cept for resnrvey of exterior boundaries of certain townships and for the subdivision 
of T. 31 N., R. 32 W., included in special-deposit contract of E. A. Carter, who desired 
to be released from his obligation to survey the same. In April last assurance was 
given that the deputy would complete the work without further delay, but he has not 
yet made hiB return of the survey to this office. 

The field-notes of resurvey of 86 miles, 1 chain, and 20 links of standard lines and 
164 miles, 70 chains, and 38 links of exterior township lines have been allowed by the 
Department and the accounts paid. 

Some field-notes of resurvey of exterior boundaries of certain townships embraced 
in special-deposit contracts No. 1, of W. F. Benson, and No. 2, of M. F. Keilly, have 
not been approved and transmitted for the reason that they did not properly describe 
the work done, and were returned to the deputies for correction. They are now cor- 
rected and ready to be transcribed. 

The aggregate of special deposits for surveys under section 2401 of United States 
Revised Statutes for fiscal year 1885 was $2,063.80. The aggregate of deposits by 
Union Pacific Railroad Company for fiscal year to cover cost of field ana office work 
on list of lands furnished by said company was $407.45 (for field-work, $335.09 ; for 
office work, $72.36). 

office work. 

There have been 50 triplicate plats and 100 descriptive lists of soil, corners, <fcc, 
transmitted to the local land offices. 

The aggregate of special deposits for office work under section 2401 of United States 
Revised Statutes during fiscal year was $500. 

There has been more than the usual amount of miscellaneous work done during the 
year. 

My estimates for the surveying service and for expenses of office for fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1887, were transmitted on the 22d instant. 

Estimates for surveys, contingent upon the extinguishment of the Indian title, em- 
bracing lands attached to Nebraska bjr act of Congress approved March 28, 1882, and 
for resurvey, five townships within limits, as follows : 

Townships 1 to 8 north, ranges 31 to 41 west, in counties of Hayes, Chase, Dundy, 
and Hitchcock. 

From the frequent and earnest requests for resurvey s from the portion of the state 
described I am led to believe that there is great need for some resurveys in that 
locality, and would respectfully request that this matter have yonr consideration, 
and that, if consistent with the public interests, a portion of the appropriation for 
resurveys for fiscal year 1886 be apportioned for use in this district. 

In conclusion, I have the honor to call your attention to the tabular statement 
accompanying this report, as follows : 

Statement showing the condition of the public surveys, under appropriation for 
field-work, for fiscal year 1885, and under special deposits by individuals for public 
surveys, included in contract No. 11, dated July 19, 1882, for fiscal year 1885. 

Respectfullv submitted. 

J. F. GARDNER, 
United States Surveyor- General for Nebraska and Iowa. 

Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 
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EatimaU of sums required for the extension of the public suroeus in the State of Nebraska, 
and for resurcey of townships in which a large proportion of the corners are lost or obliter 
atedin consequence of not being originally established in a sufficiently permanent manner, 
for fiscal year ending June 30, 1887. 



All north of base-line and west of the sixth principal meridian. 


Number 
of miles. 


Rate per 
mile. 


Amount. 


For surrey (when the Indian title shall have been extinguished) of 
north boundary of state and the exterior subdivision and meander 
lines of twenty townships and fractional townships, embraced within 
boundaries, as follows : The 43d parallel north, and the Missouri, 
Niobrara, and Keya Paha rivers, attached to Nebraska by act of 
Congress approved March 28, 1882 : 
State boundary, standard, and meander lines 


170 
100 
900 

80 
800 


$12 00 
10 00 
7 00 

10 00 
7 00 


$2,040 00 
1,000 00 
6,300 00 

800 00 


Exterior township lines 


Subdivision lines 


For resurvey of exterior and subdivision lines of five townships within 
territory as follows : Townships 1 to 8, ranges 81 to 41, being in conn- 
ties of Dundy, Chase, Hayes, and Hitchcock: 
Exterior lines 


Subdivision lines 


2,100 00 




Total 






12,840 00 


t 







Estimate of sums required for office expenses for fiscal year ending June 30, 1887. 



Salary of chief clerf 

8alary of principal draughtsman , 

Salary of transcribing clerk 

Office rent, fuel, stationery, binding, &o 

Total 



$2,000 00 
1,800 00 
1,800 00 
1,100 00 
1,600 00 



7,600 00 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GEITERAL OF HEVADA. 



United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Reno, Neo., July 23, 18%. 

Sir : In compliance with your instructions of April 9, 1885, 1 have the honor to 
submit herewith, in duplicate, my anuual report for the fiscal year ending Jane 30, 
1885. I also submit in duplicate tabular statements as follows: 

A. — Statement of account of appropriation for compensation of surveyor-general 
and employes. 

B. — Statement of account of special deposits for pay of clerks, &c, of office. 

C. — Statement of account of appropriation for contingent expenses. 

D. — Statement of account of appropriation for survey of public lands. 

E. — Statement of balance of special deposits for surveys. 

F. — Statement of contracts payable out of appropriation. 

G. — Statement of special deposit by Central Pacific Railroad Company. 

The returns for the year include seventy townships, giving an area of 1,249,768.07 
acres of agricultural and grazing land and 27,239.53 acres of mineral land, a total of 
1,277,007.$) acres. 

The number of miles run and marked in the field was 25 miles, 67 chains, and 39 
links of reservation lines; 88 miles, 31 chains, and 39 links of standard lines; 987 
miles, 6 chains, and 90 links of township lines; 3,271 miles, 76 chains, and 87 links of 
section lines; 33 miles, 6 chains, and 76 links of connecting lines; making a total of 
4,406 miles, 29 chains, and 31 links. 

There were 35 applications for survey of mineral claims, embracing an area of 
419.56 acres, and deposits for the same of $1,050. 

The number of plats made was 244 of township and exterior and 121 mineral plats, 
all of which, with transcript of field-notes, have been forwarded to Washington, and 
the triplicate plats filed in the local land offices at Carson and Eureka. 

At the last session of the legislature a memorial and resolution was unanimously 
adopted asking' the General Government to cede to the State of Nevada all unsold 
lands within the state. The United States has been generous to Nevada in grants of 
public lands, having at divers and sundry times granted it 2,732,875.70 acres, of which 
953,346.77 acres have been selected and approved to the state up to January 1 , 1885. 
These grants are comprised in the donations of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections, 
indemnity (lieu land), internal improvement, agricultural college, university, public 
buildings, state prison, and the .2,000,000-acre grant. By reason of this last-named 
grant the state virtually controls the sale of the public lands of the state, and the 
Government in its generosity pays for the surveys and expenses of maintaining a United 
States surveyor-general's office and two local land offices, all of which could be dispensed 
with and $40,000 per annum saved to the United States by a compliance with the desire 
of the people of Nevada, as expressed through their legislature. Under the 2,000,000- 
acre grant the state selects when and where it pleases, disposing of it in 40 or 640 acre 
tracts, at $1.25 per acre, the purchaser paying one-fifth at the time of application and 
being allowed twenty-five years to pay the $1 balance at 6 per cent, per annum interest. 
Even within the limits of the Central Pacific railroad grant, where the Government 
asks double minimum, or $2.50 per acre, the state takes advantage of its privileges 
and sells the same goods for one-balf the money. The state laws are so liberal that 
it is only in exceptional cases that a person will give the Government the preference, 
and many waive homestead rights to deal directly with the state. 

The state sold 85,000 acres in 1884, and its sales this year will exceed 100,000 acres. 
Within another year nearly every acre of laud reached by natural water will be dis- 
posed of, and the state will not then have exhausted more than one-quarter of its 
grant. It will then have to reduce the price to 75 or 50 cents per acre, and at that 
rate it will be many years before it will sell the remaining 1,500,000 acres, and when 
that is gone the probabilities are that the Government will grant it more, and so it 
will go on. The cession asked for, if granted, would be of advantage to both parties 
in interest. The Government would be enabled to cut off its allotment for public 
urveys and its appropriations for land offices, and the state can well afford to as. 
368 



Digitized by 



Google 



SURVEYOR-GENERAL OP NEVADA. 369 

•am* these expense, in order to obtain absolute control of all land within its borders, 
thereby enabling it to dispose of it in such quantities and upon snch terms as it may 
choose, hastening its sale to induce settlement and create property, and otherwise 
perfecting such plans as would enable it to improve the natural water-ways, build 
reservoirs, sink artesian wells, with the hope of ultimately reclaiming tracts now 
worthless and accommodating those who desire to engage in agricultural or stock- 
raising pursuits. 

MINING. 

Nevada is no worse off than her neighbors. The bullion yield of the state shows 
au improvement over last year, and will be close to $10,000,000. She has demonstrated, 
too, that rich ore exists more than 3,000 feet below tne surface of the earth, and the 
Hale and Norcross mine is entitled to the credit of making the first bullion shipment 
from such a great depth. The daily ore product of the Comstock mines is 600 tons, 
keeping over 200 stamps on the Carson river constantly employed in crushing it. 
The ore is low grade, but returns a fair profit above expenses of mining and milling. 

By reason of this extensive prospecting operations are being carried on in nearly 
every prominent mine on the lode, and there is every probability that valuable dis- 
coveries will be made in the near future. Tuscarora is still contributing to the wealth 
of the country. Eureka, Austin, and Candelaria have done fairly during the past 
year, and wilt do better in the future. But there are hundreds of small minesjscat- 
tered throughout the state which have caused the bullion yield to be greater than 
last year's product, and from these have oome the mineral to more than make up the 
deficit of the hitherto big districts. Prospecting is beiug as keenly followed as ever, 
and there would be an immense " boom " in that line if the prospector could be 

S laced on the same footing as the farmer. The greatest need of Nevada to-day is re- 
notion works. What Colorado has done can be discounted in Nevada, but private 
capital seemingly has so many attractions elsewhere that it is loath to take hold of any 
enterprise in the state. An enlightened public sentiment will soon demand that the 
state itself shall maintain reduction works in connection with its state university. 
This would prove a profitable investment to all concerned, and make work for hun- 
dreds, homes for thousands, and business for all. Mining is but in its infancy here, 
and under proper systems this state will some day resume her former position as the 
richest mineral state in the Union. 

GRAZING. 

Wonderful progress has been made in the stock-raising business, and the rapid 
strides with which it has made its mark has directed attention to tne unsurpassed 
facilities possessed by Nevada for the prosecution of this great and growing industry. 
The counties of Elko, Humboldt, and Washoe are the favored grazing sections, but 
there are almost equal attractions in Churchill, Lander, Eureka, Esmeralda, Nye, 
White Pine, and Lincoln counties. Nevada beef is juicy, firm, and tender, and can- 
not be improved upon in any other seotion of the United States. It is in demand in 
every market, and always commands the highest price. California butchers are hop- 
ing to substitute the inferior beef from the southern territories and Mexico, but only 
the poorer classes will take it, and that because they think they are too poor to afford 
a better quality. Nevada shipped 40.000 head to California last year, but is now 
turning her attention eastward, and ir she can be given as favorable terms as other 
"favored nations " will compete with them for the trade of Chicago and the East. 
The geographical situation of the state is excellent for stock-raising purposes, ena- 
bling it to escape the heavy snows and blizzards of the North and the intense heat of 
the South. Cattle have magnificent summer range, and the desert country affords 
them safe shelter and feed in winter, for the white sage, rabbit-sage, hop-sage, rabbit- 
brush, burr, clover, rye-grass, salt-grass, and four or five different varieties of bunch 
grass, together with the grease-wood, all of which are indigenous to the plains and 
deserts of Nevada, and which grow from 1 to 6 feet, furnish feed upon whioh 
cattle can live throughout even a hard winter. The climate is so even and the grasses 
so nutritions that Nevada cattle attain greater growth and have more fat put upon 
them than the stall-fed cattle of the western states. The amount of capital invested 
in this industry is estimated at $15,000,000. The state land sales are mostly for 
grazing purposes, and it is believed that the day is not far distant when a range will 
be worth dollar for dollar the number of cattle it can accommodate. 

SHEEP HU8BANDBY. 

The sheep interest is in a prosperous condition, and there are 500,000 sheep on the 
ranges. Mutton sheep are valued at $2 per head and lambs at $1.50. The average 
annual increase is 80 per cent. The wool clip averages 6 pounds, and good Nevada 
wool brings 16 cents per pound. There are no dry seasons here for sheep, and each 
Tear will witness a marked increase in this important, permanent, ana profitable 
industry. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Nevada is not by any means a " played-out mining-camp," as some of the great New 
York dailies endeavor to make it appear. She is rich in all the precions minerals, has 
eattle upon a thousand hills, and sheen with fleece as white as snow. The climate 
is perfectly lovely and cannot be excelled, and as the seasons come and go they are 
regretted and welcomed. Ten thousand children bless the public schools and good 
society is enjoyed by all adults. The cost of maintaining a state government, incrad- 
ing all expenditures for public charities and public schools, does not exceed $2T>0,000 
per annum, and if the actual property of the state was assessed at anywhere near its 
cash value the rate of state taxation would not be 20 cents on each $100. The people 
of Nov ada are hardy and brave. They ask no sympathy from their neighbors. They 
will carve their own way to prosperity and aid- and assist others as they pursue their 
journey. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. C. POWNINO, 
United States Surveyor- General for Nevada, 
Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 



A. — Statement of account of appropriation for compensation of surveyor-general and em- 
ployes during fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

Da. Oa. 



To amount paid quarter ending Septem- 
ber 30, 18M4 

To amount paid quarter ending Decem- 
ber 81. 1884 ............ . 

To amount paid quarter ending March 
31,18*5. 

To amount paid quarter ending June 
80.1886 

To balance returned to United States 
Treasury 



$1,873 60 


1,878 64 


1,280 03 


1,426 70 


46 04 


5,500 000 



By approprlaUoas,salary of surveyor- 
general 

By appropriation salary of clerks and 
draughtsman 



$2.500< 
8,0904 



6,600 SO 



B. — Statement of account of special deposits by individuals for public-land surveys and 
mineral claims, for office work, for pay of clerks, draughtsmen, and contingent expenses 
of office, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 18d5. 



1*. 






Cb. 


To amount paid quarter ending 8eptem- 
berSO 1884 


$174 20 

881 40 

705 00 

148 80 
550 82 


By balance July 1,1884 

By amount advanced for quarter end- 
ing September 80. 1884 


$48 T8 


To amount paid quarter ending December 
81,1884 

To amount paid quarter ending March 81, 
1885 


1,000 00 
1,000 00 


Bv amount advanced for quarter end- 
ing March 81,1885 

By balanoe July 1, 1885 


To amount paid quarter ending June 80, 
1885 




To balance 










2,040 72 


2,040 72 
650 82 









C. — Statement of account of appropriation for rent of office, fuel, books, and stationery, 

including pay of messenger, during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1845. 

Db. Ob. 



To amount paid quarter ending Septem- 

b»r80,lK84 

To amount paid quarter ending Decern- 

ber3l,1884 

Toamouut paid quarter ending March 

81,1885 

To amount paid quarter ending June 80, 

jgg5 ., 

To balance returned to United 8tates 
Treasury 



$259 88 
863 23 
750 70 
890 85 
226 84 



2,000 00 



By appropriation for contingent ex- 
penses 



$2,000 00 



2,000 00 
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D. — Statement of account of appropriation for surveys of public lands during the fiscal year 

1 Jun 



ending June 30, 1885. 



Db. 



Cb. 



To amount paid quarter ending Septem- 
ber SO, 1884 

To amount paid quarter ending Decem- 
ber 81, 1884 

To amount paid quarter ending March 
81,1886 

To amount paid quarter ending June 80, 



83,744 03 


8,001 00 


10,621 48 


18,837 58 


80,604 90 



By balance July 1, 1884 

By appropriation for year ending June 



By deficit.. 



$6,240 04 
25,000 00 



80,240 04 



864 96 



E. — Statement of account of special deposits for surveys of public lands in Nevada by indi- 
viduals during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 



Dr. 






Cb. 


To balanoe July 1, 1865 


$7,800 94 


By balanoe July 1, 1884 


$7,800 94 




By balance July 1, 1885 




7,800 94 









F. — Statement of contracts entered into by the United States surveyor-general for Nevada 
with deputy surveyors for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, and payable out of the 
appropriation, including contracts which mere incomplete June 30, 1885. 



Yo. 



Deputy. 



ll 



Location of survey. 



Amount. 



Betnrned 
amount. 



169 



E. G. MoCleHan and 
T. K. Stewart. 



1884. 
Mar. 14 



170 



Thomas K. Stewart. 



Aug. 7 



171 



B. C. McClellan and 
B.L. Bridges. 



Aug. 9 



Run. measure, and mark all lines neces- 
sary to establish the fifth standard 
parallel north through Range 80 E. ; 
the exterior boundaries and subdi- 
vision lines of T. 24. 25, 26, and 27 N., 
R. 20 E., and T. 24 N., R. 21 E. ; es- 
tablishing and making the necessary 
closure* on west boundary of Pyra- 
mid Lake Indian reservation : exte- 
riors of T. 24 and 25 N., R. 31 B. ; ex- 
terior and subdivision lines of T. 41. 
42, and 48 N., R.52B.; exteriors of 
T. 87. 38. 89, and 40 K.. R. 49 E., and 
subdivisions of T. 25 N., R. 31 B. ; T. 
18 N., R. 20 B,: T. 11 N.. R, 26 E., 
and Section 6, T. 19 N., R. 22 E. 

Run, measure, snd mark all lines neees- 
aarv to complete the boundaries of 
T. 36, 37, 38. 39, and 40 N., R. 50 B. { 
T. 36, 87, 38, 89, and 40 N.. R, 51 E.; 
the third standard parallel north 
through Ranges 32, 38, 34, 35. snd 36 
E. ; all lines necessary to complete 
the boundaries of T. 13. 14, and 15 N. 
R. 86 B. ; T. 13, 14, and 16 N.. R. 35 
E, ; T. 13, 14, and 15 N., R 34 B. ; T. 
11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 N., R, 83 B.; T. 
11, 12, 18. 14, and 15 N., R. 82 E. 

Ran, measure, and mark sll lines nee- 
esssrv to complete the subdivision 
lines of T. 37 N., R. 49 E.; T. 86 N., 
R. 50 E.; T. 36. 89, and 40 N.. R. 
51 B ; T. 29 N.. R. 52 E.; the snbdi- 
viaion linesof T. 38 N., R. 49 E.; T. 37, 
88, 39, and 40 N M R. 50 E.; T. 87 and 
88 N., R. 51 B.; T. 38 N., R. 52 E. ; 
T. 16. 17, 18, 10. and 20 N., R. 57 B.j 
T. 16. 17, 18, 19, and 20 N., R. 58 E.j 
T. 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 K., R, 56 B. 



•Incomplete. 



6 Complete. 



$5,000 00 



o$3,936?6 



8,000 00 



58,00100 



9,000 00 



59,150 46 
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F.— Statement of contracts entered into by the United State* eurvtyor-general, <fc— Cont'd. 



»o. 



Deputy. 



Location of surrey. 



172 



Bugene B. Monroe. 



1884. 
Aug. 28 



178 



174 



Thomas K. Stewart 



E.C.MoCle11anand 
&L Bridges. 



Not. 10 



Not. 14 



Run, measure, and mark all lines nec- 
essary to establish the 9th standard 
Kirallel north, through Ranges 24 and 
£.; the 7th standard parallel north 
through Ranges 22, 23, and 24 B., and 
the 8d standard parallel north through 
Ranges 49, 60, 61, and 62 B.; also all 
lines necessary to complete the exte- 
rior boundaries of T. 46 and 47 N., R. 
24, 26, 26, and 27 K: T. 89 and 40 N., R. 
20 and 21 B.; T. 88, 87, 88. 89, and 40 
N., R. 22, and 28 E.; T. 18. 17, 18, 19, 
and 90 N..R. 49. 60, 61. and 52 B. ; T. 
Hand 15. R. 60 E.; T. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, and 20 N., R. 61 E. ; T. 18, 19, and 20 
N.,R. 62 B., andT. 18 end 19N..R. 68B. 

Run, measure, and mark all lines nec- 
essary to complete the exterior bound- 
aries of T. 36 N., R 88 E.; T. 87 N. t 
R.89B.;T.87and40N.,R.47B.; T. 
87, 88, 89, and 40 N., R. 46 E.: T. 86, 
87,88,89,and40N.,R.46B i : T. 88,89, 
and 40 N., of R. 44 B.; and T. 84 N., R, 
60 R. 

Run, measure, and mark all lines nee- 
essary to complete the subdivision 
lines of T. 86, 87, 88, 89, sod 40 N., R, 
48 B; T. 87, 88, 89, and 40 N., R. 47 E.; 
T. 87, 8R, 89, and 40 N., R46E.; T.98. 
87,88,39.and40N.,R.46E.; T.88,89, 
and 40 N., R. 44 E.; T. 84 N , R. 60 B.: 
X. 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 N., R. 59 E.; and 
T. 86 N., R.88E. 



84,800 00 



84,486 66 



750 60 



•1,871 02 



•8,708 10 



•Complete. 



O.— Statement of special deposit made by the Central Pacific BaiXroad Company during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, and contract entered into against the same. 



Ho. 


Date. 


Depositor. 


List No. 


*. 

Land district 


Office work. 


8nTTeys. 


4 


Oct 22,1884 


Central Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany. 


8 


Carson 


868189 


83, 045 68 


No. of 
contract 


Date. 


Deputy. 


Surreys. 


Remarks. 


175 


Dec 29,1834 


B.B. Monroe — 


Ail lines neoessary to complete the exterior 
boundaries of T. 21, 22, 28, end 24 N., R, 
27 B.; T.21.22,28, and 24 N., R 28 E. : T. 
26 and 27 N.JL 29 B. ; T. 24, 26, and 27 
N.,R.80B. ; T.24and25N.,R.88B.; T. 
24and25N., R.88E.; T. 89N..R.62 B.: 
T. 89 and 40 N., R. 64 B. ; T. 39 N., R. 66 
B.: T. 89 and 40 N.. R. 66 B.; T. 89 and 
40 N., R. 67 E., and T. 88, 89, and 40 N. f R. 
68 B. 


Incomplete^ 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF HEW MEXICO. 



United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Santa F4, N. Mfx., July 22, 1885. 
8iR : In compliance with your request contained in letter of April 9, 1885, 1 hare the 
honor to transmit, in duplicate, my annual report of the business of this office for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

FIELD-WORK. 

During the past year, of the work returned and dispatched there have been snr- 
Ycyed, including retraced lines, under contracts entered into during the fiscal year, 
and including contracts previously entered into, but the work returned during the. 
past fiscal year, 49 miles, 70 chains, 71 links of meridian ; 33 miles, 42 chains, 29 
links of standard; 832 miles, 63 chains, 70 links of exterior; 5,486 miles, 55 chains, 
65 links of subdivisions; 46 miles, 21 chains, 17 links of boundary; 43 miles, 40 
chains, 61 links of closings on parallels and private laud claims, the cost of which is 
shown by Exhibits A and AA and B and BB. 

This is exclusive of the work not yet platted or returned. 

The boundary-lines referred to as having been established were grant lines retraced 
and re-established where the same constituted in part the exteriors of fractional 
townships. 

In addition to the foregoing there were surveyed and established 256 miles, 6 chains, 
58 links of grant boundary-lines, and 12 miles, 4 chains, 48 links of connecting lines 
in the survey of private land claims under contract of the past fiscal year, or of the 
previous year, but not returned at date of the last annual report. (See Exhibit G for 
a statement of the private land claims surveyed.) 

Exhibit A shows the condition of the work done under the regular congressional 
appropriation for public surveys for the fiscal year. 

Exhibit AA, that returned, but incomplete, of the previous year under like appro- 
priation. 

Exhibit B shows the condition of surveys made under the deposit system. 

Exhibit BB, that returned, but incomplete, of the previous year under same system. 

During the year, of the work platted and dispatched there were 78 townships sub- 
divided, returned, and approved, which is exclnsive of those townships surveyed but 
not platted or not returned, 37 mineral surveys made, and 2 private land claims sur- 
veyed, 2 resurveyed, and one partially re-established or resurveyed. 

The total number of plats made during the year were : 

Township plats of subdivision al work 234 

Plats of exteriors 24 

Townships replatted, showing conflicts with grants... 147 

Grant plats 14 

Plats of mining claims 148 

Tracings for the use of special agents of the Department and deputy surveyors. 149 

Total 716 

The aggregate of special deposits under sections 2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised Stat- 
utes, and for office work on mining claims during the year were : 

For field work $14,667 86 

For office work 2,865 00 

For office work on mining surveys 1,930 00 

There were no deposits for surveys by railroad companies. 

All surveying of public lands under the special deposit system is practically closed. 
Deposits on only 17 townships have been made in the past fiscal year. The following 
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statement of amounts of deposits for public surveys during each of the past five years 
will illustrate the situation : 

1881 $266,179 09 

1882 268,908 21 

1883..... 256,526 54 

1884 82,122 12 

1885 ! 10,597 00 

OFFICE WORK. 

All arrears of work in this office have been brought up, and the completion of all 
current work stands abreast with the present time. 

All papers in the 23 private land claims, No. 1 It to No. 139 inclusive, have been 
recorded, completing the recording of all private land claims that have been finally 
acted on by this office. Also the survey investigations of 11 other private land 
claims, making in all about 5,500 folios of recording. 

There are 202 private land claims on file in this office. A synopsis of each, em- 
bracing all its leading details, has been recorded in order in a book designed for 
that purpose. 

The indexing of the untranslated archives, begun under my predecessors,* has been 
brought up from No. 1084 to No. 1233. These archives contain about 100 Spanish and 
Mexican grants. There yet remain to be indexed and classified about 200 archive 
papers, the contents of which are as yet not even surmised* 

A complete and convenient index, with briefing, has been made of all Department 
letters on file in this office received since its establishment under the act of Congress 
July 22, 1854. 

A map of New Mexico on a scale of 6 miles to an inob, showing the conditions of the 
public surveys up to tho present date and the connection or their lines with sur- 
veyed private land claims, has been begun and about two-thirds completed. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIM8. 

The followingprivate land claims have been filed during the past year, vis : 

File No. 199. Town of Abiquiu. 

File No. 200. Pueblos of Santo Domingo and 8an Felipe. * 

File No. 201. Santo Tomas de Yturbide Colony. 

File No. 202. Domingo Baldez. 

Testimony has been taken and final action taken in the following private land 
claims : 

Reported No. 137. Sebastian de Vargas. Rejected. 

Reported No. 138. Canada de Santa Clara. Approved. 

Reported No. 139. Santo Tomas de Ylurbide Colony. Approved. 

The case of No. 117, Juan de Jesus Lucero, private land claim, rejected in 1879 and 
reopened for the introduction of further testimony, was olosed and the claim finally 
rejected as fraudulent. 

The transcripts in triplicate in all these cases have been forwarded to Congress for 
its action in the premises. Also transcripts in triplicate of private land claims No. 
132, Antonio de Salazar; No. 135, Canada de Cochiti; No. 136, Santiago Ramirez, 
which cases were acted on by my predecessor, have been prepared and transmitted 
to Congress. 

Testimony has been taken as to the validity of the following private land claims: 

File No. 102. El Tajo. 

File No. 96. Cation de Carnuel. 

File No. 200. Santo Domingo and San Felipe. 

File No. 84. Plana Blanca. 

File No. 85. Plaza Colorado. 

File No. 199.Town of Abiquiu. 

In all the foregoing cases in which testimony has been taken full official transla- 
tions have been made of all Spanish and Mexican papers introduced in evidence. 

Testimony has been taken and report made in survey investigations of private land 
claims, B. Acoma Pueblo, No. 39, Gervacio Nolan, No. 27, Las Trampas, and No. 88, 
Salvador Gonzales. 

I would now respectfully call your attention to the urgent necessity that some pro- 
vision be made by Congress for the speedy adjustment of private landolaims in New 
Mexico. The situation is in some respect** unprecedented in the history of the United 
States. The case of the private land claims in Texas and California are analogous, 
but in each there have been fewer complications and (difficulties. Texas, first as am 
independent republic, and then as a state of the American Union, adjusted the 
claims of its own citizens under its local government. In California all grants ' 
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of comparatively recent date, with the muniments of title usually in good preserva- 
tion, and with contemporary witnesses to testify as to the genuineness of the claim 
and the location of its boundary calls. Its sudden and great influx of population 
and early admission as a state gave it in Congress a representation that secured 
legislation under which was effected a speedy settlement of its private land claims. 

The adjustment between private land claims and public lands have thus received 
in both these states a prompt and generally final and satisfactory settlement, insur- 
ing safety of land titles as against the United States Government, 4nd thereby en- 
couraging immigration and public prosperity. 

But while the land claims have been on the whole so expeditiously and effectively 
settled in the above-named states, the annexation of which to the United States was 
contemporary with that of New Mexico, time with the latter has only served to aggra- 
vate the evils attending the existence of unsettled private land claims ' within the 
public domain. 

In New Mexico the adjustment of these claims presented many difficulties, even had 
early and efficient action been taken in that direction. Every year since the occu- 
pancy by the United States, in 1846, has, by destruction of documents and death of 
witnesses, added to the uncertainty of their determination. Prior to 1846 subjects 
of the successive Spanish and Mexican governments bad colonized and inhabited 
New Mexico under the grant system two hundred and fifty years, their continuous 
occupation of the country being broken only during the years of the Pueblo Indian 
insurrection of 1680. It is historical that at the time of this uprising the New Mexico 
archives of 8anta Fe\ including original grants, were burned by the Indians in the 
public square. No grant nor testimonial (copy of a grant given to the owner after the 
deposit of the original in the archives) of a later date than 1683 is in the files or 
archives of this office. 

Of grants given subsequently under the 8panish and Mexican governments, and 
valuable papers referring to them, many disappeared during the attempted wholesale 
destruction of the New Mexico archives by an American governor in 1870, and 
through accidents or the wear and tear of time many testimonials given owners 
at the time of depositing the grant in the archives have, in their care, been lost or 
mutilated or become illegible. 

To illustrate the slow progress that has been made in the years since the annexa- 
tion of New Mexico by tne United 8tates I would respectfully call to your attention 
that since the act of Congress dated July 22, 1854, establishing the office of surveyor- 
general of New Mexico, there have been filed in this office for action of the surveyor- 
general 202 private land claims, of which 139 have been reported by him to Congress 
Tor action. Of these, 48 grants have been confirmed and 91 are pending before Con- 
gress or remain untransmitted in the General Land Office, Sixty-three private land 
claims unacted on by the surveyor-general, or on which no decision has been reached, 
are ou file in this office. 

The number of claims in New Mexico that have not yet been presented is uncertain, 
but the closest approximate estimate fixes it at about 300. They are mainly of small 
extent, and though the claims are held by a long chain of hereditary possession a 
majority of the claimants will be found to possess no testimonial of title. Even where 
such papers are held, the owners are suspicious of their safety, reluctant to produce 
them, and will not be induced, unless under compulsion, to allow them to leave their 
bands, even to be filed for consideration in the designated public office. 

My predecessors have repeatedly in their annual reports stated the mischief wrought . 
in this territory by the fact that the number and extent of private land claims have 
remained so long undefined. It is probable that the private land claims within the 
territory, when all shall have been presented, will cover not less than one-sixth of its 
fairest lands. 

The element of uncertainty attending the existence of this great n umber of uuadj udi- 
oated and, commonly, undefined claims greatly oppresses the settler, who would 
in good faith, under the laws of the United 8tates, occupy land apparently nublio 
domain. After spending years of time in making valuable improvements, and even 
after " proving up" and obtaining a Government title to his homestead, a previously 
unknown private land claim may be produced, bearing every proof of validity, extend- 
ing over his homestead and turning him loose on the world stripped of his posses- 
sions, the victim of irretrievable injustice. This is not of occasional but of frequent 
occurrence, and would happen much oftener save that the deep and acknowledged 
distrust of land titles in New Mexico has retarded immigration and the rapid settle- 
ment of the territory. That many conflicts will develop when, under mandatory 
legislation, all private land claims are required to be produced, is certain, but it is 
equally certain that every year of delay in the settlement of claims adds to the dan- 
ger of the situation. 

The evil of this state of things is felt not only by the homesteader, but almost 
equally by many owners of valid claims, who can realize only depreciated prices for 
their property, and, generally, the effect is disastrous to all material interests of New 
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Mexico. The only ones who profit by the delay and uncertainty in the matter are 
the holders of donbtfnl claims in possession, who will continue to enjoy the limits of 
illegitimately acquired property until the true status of ownership be 'legally deter- 
mined. 

The question now arises of the legislation that shall remedy, as far as possible, the 
neglect and injustice of over a third of a centnry, which is not wholly irreparable, and 
shall provide for the most rapid and satisfactory settlement of the undetermined land 
claims which have so long retarded the prosperity and advancement of New Mexico. 
Two practicable ways have been proposed for the settlement of these claims. One 
is the referring of them to the courts, increasing the number of judges to meet the 
added business thereby incurred. The other is by a commission similar to that formed 
in 1851 to adjudicate the private land claim of California. My predecessors have 
fully discussed this subject in their annual reports and advanced their views in the 
matter. I shall not attempt to argue the relative advantages of the respective meth- 
ods, which lie wholly within the domain of Congress, but will state certain action 
essential, in my opinion, to the successful achievement of the results contemplated by 
the adoption of either. 

The first is that there shall be made a full and accurate translation of all untrans- 
lated papers of the New Mexican archives now in this office. They number, as pre- 
viously stated, about 1,450 papers, many of which are voluminous in extent, many 
are partially obliterated through time and hard usage, and all are difficult to trans- 
late. The contents of any one of these old documents may have an important bearing 
on the title, undetermined or believed to be determined, to tracts of land in New 
Mexico, and until the purport is known there can be no satisfactory adjustment of 
the land-grant question in this territory. After translation these papers should be 
recorded, both in the original Spanish and in English, into books of r3cord, for which 
a suitable place of safe-keening should be provided, the present safe containing papers 
relating to private land claims being inadequate even for the latter purpose. With 
these books should be stored the books containing the records of all private land claims 
reported by the surveyor-general to Congress and all papers relating to private land 
claim surveys and investigations. 

Only an approximate estimate can be made of the labor required for the transla- 
tion of these archives, but I should place it at not less than forty competent trans- 
lators for one year. It is requisite that these translators should be familiar with 
the Spanish dialect of New Mexico, which (having been throughout its long political 
existence under Spanish and Mexican rule a province or state of peculiar isolation) 
its language tended continually to diverge from that now recognized as the modern 
Spanish language. As provincialism of language is especially marked in the appella- 
tions of natural objects, and such being almost invariably the boundary calls of Span- 
ish and Mexican grants, it becomes of obvious importance that, for the satisfactory 
determination of such claims, the work of translation or of interpreting should be 
done only by persons understanding the dialect of the region in which they occur. By 
reason of this requirement it is difficult to procure a force of competent aqd disinter- 
ested translators sufficient to perform the necessary work of translation should imme- 
diate action in the matter of the settlement of New Mexican land claims be taken by 
Congress. In my estimate of appropriations required for expenditure by this office 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18&7, transmitted to the General Land Office June 
30, 18^5, there were included the items of $10,800 for the payment of six translators 
and $4,500 for three clerks, to be employed in the division of private land claims. 
This number of employes I regard as indispensable to the proper transaction of the 
current work of the office and the proper beginning of the work of translating the 
archives. Their work in the latter direction would include the formation of a glos- 
sary, showing as nearly as possible the precise meaning of New Mexican words used 
prior to 1846 in referring to boundary calls and other important points in papers re- 
lating to grants. Such a document, if full in detail and of unassailable authenticity, 
would be of inestimable value in assisting the labors of an increased force of translat- 
ors in succeeding years, and in serving for reference to all authorities concerned in 
the settlement of New Mexican private land claims. 

A second requisite in any equitable scheme of settlement of these lands claims is the 
appropriation of a sufficient fund to secure an examination of the court records at the 
cities of Durango, Guadalajara, El Paso, and Arispe, all in Mexico, and which at different 
periods under the Spanish rule were the courts of higher appeal for New Mexico, 
important papers bearing upon New Mexican land titles would probably be found in 
each of these cities, and, like the New Mexico archives, should be translated for ref- 
erence in the settlement of private laud claims. The fund thus appropriated should 
eover a similar examination and translation in the state archives of Mexico and 
Spain. It was the custom in Mexico, under the rule of Spain, for the governor of a 
province, in granting land, to prepare the muniments of title in triplicate, retaining 
one copy, and forwarding two to the viceroy in the city of Mexico, who retained one 
copy and forwarded the other to the royal government at Madrid, in Spain. Many 
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documents were undoubtedly lost in the long, dangerous journey between the capital 
of New Mexico and the city of Mexico and in the ocean transit from Mexico to Spain, 
but enough would undoubtedly be found to shed valuable light upon the adjudica- 
tion of many private land claims in New Mexico. 

I would respectfully recommend that there be in the future no unqualified con- 
firmation by Congress of any agricultural or pastoral grant, thereby confirming to the 
owner any mineral that may hereafter be found on the grant. To make such con- 
firmation is in accordance neither with the law of Spain, of Mexico, nor of the United 
State*. 

I would, in conclusion, respectfully call to your attention the long-demonstrated 
fact that the only method afforded of settling private land claims in New Mexico is 
ineffective, and is unsatisfactory and unsafe both for the Government and for claimants. 
Ninety-one claims now lie before Congress for action, and only one has been confirmed 
in the past sixteen years. The settlement of this territory, and all its industries, are 
depressed on account of the present uncertainty of land titles and the uncertainty 
as to the time and manner of their final adjudication. New Mexico, which possesses 
a climate hardly surpassed on earth, great natural resources, mineral, pastoral, and 
agricultural, and which, more than half a century ago, held with the Mississippi 
states of the American Union a flourishing trade, the commodities of which it dis- 
tributed in turn to a vast region surrounding, stands now in progression, through 
the peculiarity of the land system it brought with it into the United States under the 
pledge of protection, and through the thus far unbroken delay in providing an ade- 
quate means of settlement of its land titles, a quarter of a century behind in the de- 
velopment due its natural advantages. It is a necessity of justice that Congress take 
immediate action to the extent, at least, of a beginning in this work of settlement. 
Should no further action be taken even than to pass a bill limiting the time in which 
all private land claims in New Mexico should be presented for notation and record, 
that alone would not only give a just idea of the work that lies before any tribunal 
empowered to adjust these claims, but would be of vast benefit to persons who desire 
to take up homesteads in New Mexico and are uncertain where it is safe to locate. 
But what is imperatively needed is legislation that shall at once provide for the full 
settlement of the private land claims in New Mexico. 

ACCOMPANYING EXHIBITS. 

A. — Statement of public surveys executed and in course of execution under con- 
gressional appropriation. 

AA. — Statement of public surveys under congressional appropriation completed 
during fiscal year under previous contracts. 

B. — Statement of public surveys executed and in course of execution under sec- 
tions 2401, 24U2, and 2403, Revised Statutes. 

BB. — Statement of public surveys under sectious 2401, 2402, and 2,403, Revised 
Statutes, completed during fiscal year under previous contracts. 

C. — Statement of private land, claims surveyed during fiscal year under previous 
contract and under contract for the fiscal year. 

D. — List of documents relating to grants of land by the Spanish and Mexican 

5 o vera merits in the archives or the office of the surveyor-general of New Mexico 
une 30, 1865. 

E.— List of the captains general, civil and military governors, political chiefs, 
Ac, in authority in New Mexico under the governments of Spain and Mexico. 

F. — Statement of the private laud claims against the public domain in New Mexico 
on file in the office of the United States surveyor-general for New Mexico June 30, 
1866. 

The usual exhibits showing statement of expenditures on account of salaries and 
incidentals are omitted, as directed by you ; but reference is made to my quarterly 
reports, showing condition oi the same. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CLARENCE PULLEN, 
United States Surveyor-General. 

Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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A. — Statement of contracts for survey* made under the regular appropriation for that pur- 
pose in the district of New Mexico during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

WORK PARTIALLY RETURNED AND PLATTED. 



No. 


Date. 


Contractor. 


Survey. 


Township. 


Range. . 


Ill 


1884. 
Nov. 13 

Nov. 12 

Nov. 12 

Nov. 12 

Nov. 13 

Nov. 13 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 12 


Harry 8. Church 

do 


Exteriors... 
....do 


30 8 


Between 4 and 5, 7 and 


111 


18 


8W. 
Between 8 and 4, 5 and 


111 


...... do 


do 


is 


6, 6 and 7 E. 
Between 2 and 8, 8 and 

4W. 
8W. 


111 


do 


do 


Between 1 and 3, 2 snd 
8, 8 and 4, 4 and 6 8. 

Retracing and re-est 
Jtnes as may be fbui 
execute the surveys 

8, 9. and 10 8 


111 


do 


do 


abliahlng anon exterior 
id neoeasary to properly 
under this contract 
2 E. 


111 


......do ............... 

...... do ............... 

...... do ............... 

do 


Subdivision. 

....do 

....do 

do 


til 


168 


8 W. 


til 


20 8 


4, 6, 7 A *ad ft W. 


til 


1 8 


t, i\ b, and 6 E. 


til 


do 


...do 


is:::":::.*::....:::. 


2, 8, and 4 W. 

8 W , 


til 


do 


....do 


2.8,4 t S,and68 

11 and 128 


til 


do 

do 


.?..do 

do 


Jw! 


til 


138 


2 W. 


til 


do 


....do 


8, ft, 10, and 11 8 


IE. 











WORK PARTIALLY RETURNED BUT NOT PLATTED. 



tit 


1884. 
Oct 80 

Oot 80 
Oot. 80 
Oot 80 

Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oct 80 
Oot 80 

Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oct 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oct 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 
Oot 80 


William White 

do 


Meanders of 
Rio Grande 
in. 

Exteriors . . . 

....do 


<188 


4 W. 




JlftS 


8 W. 


tit 


188 


Between 2 and 8 W. 


312 


do 


17 and 188 


Between 8 and 4 W. 


tit 


do 


....do 


21 and 228 


Between 8 and 4, 4 and 


tit 


do 


....do 


Between 17 and 18 Q.. 
Between 1ft and 20 8.. 
Between 20 and 21 8.. 
Between 21 and 22 8 .. 
Between 32 and 28 8 .. 


5W. 
8 and 4 W. 


tit 


do 


....do 


1 W. 


tit 


do 


...do 


8, 4. and 8 E. 


til 


... ..do..... 


....do 


4E. 


tlU 


do 


....do 


8 and BR. 


tit 


do 


....do 


Retracing and re-establUhin* aooh bonndafv 


tit 


do 

do 


Subdivision. 
....do 


and exterior lines i 
properly execute th« 
tract 
18 and 15 8 


is, may" be necessary lis 
» surveys under tide eom- 

4 W. 


312 


178 


8 and 8 W. 


31? 


do 


do 


188 


2, 8, and 4 W. 


tit 


do 


....do 


108 


land8W. 


tit 


do 


....do 


20 and 21 8 


1 W. 


tit 


do 


....do 


22 and 288 


IE. 


tit 


do 


....do 


21, 23, and 24 8 

21, 22, and 288 

2j jj 

2i, asTand 28 s: ::::::: 

21 8 


2E. 


tit 


do 


....do 


3E. 


tit 


do 


....do 


4E. 


tit 


do 


....do 


5E. 


tit 


do 


....do 


4B. 


tl? 


do 


do 


17 and 10 8 


6 W. 


tit 


do 


....do 


178 


4W. 
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A. — Statement of contracts for surveys, fc — Continued. 
WORK RETURNED BUT HOT PLATTED. 



Ho. 


Dote. 


Contractor. 


Surrey. 


Township. 


Range, 


818 
818 


Hot. » 
Hot. 28 

Hot. 18 

Hot. 18 

Hot. 18 

Hot. 18 
Hot. 28 
Hot. 28 

Hot. 28 

Hot. 28 
Hot. 28 
Hot. 28 
Hot. 28 


DaTidJ.X.A.Jewett. 
do 


Standard.... 
....do 


Baseline between 1 H. 
and IS. 

First correction line 
H. between 4 and 5 
N. 

Second eo rection line 
X. between 8 and 8 
H. 

Fourth correction line 
H. between 16 and 
17 H. 

Between 1 and 2, 2 and 
8, 8 end 4, 6 and 6, e 
and 7, 7 and 8, 9 and 
10, 10 and 11, 11 and 
12, 15 and 16, 17 and 
18, 18 and 19, 19 and 
20 N 

Betweenl?andl8H.. 

15N...! 

Retracing and re<estab 
torial boundary, stau 
may be found necessi 
under this contract 

1,2,3,4,5.6,7,8,9, 10, 
11,12,15,16,17,18,19, 
andltH. 

12N 


87 E. 
87 B. 


lit 


do 


....do 


87 X. 


tit 


do 


....do 


87 E. 


fit 


do 


Bxteriori.. . 

....do 

....do 


87 E. 


lit 

tie 


...... do ..»...•. ......... 

:do 


28 E. 

Between 29 and 80 B. 


ut 

tie 
tit 


......do ............... 

do 

do 


....do 

SabdiTislon. 
....do 


lishing such grant, terri> 
dard and exterior linos as 
uy to execute the surreys 

87 B. 

28 and 29 E. 


tit 


do 


....do 


15H 


29 sad 80 B. 


tit 


do 


....do 


17H 

18N •. 


28 E. 


tit 




....do 


28 B. 









AA. — Statement of surveys made and transmitted during the fiscal year ending J*»e30,1885, 
on contracts made under the regular appropriation during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1884, reported incomplete. 

[For description of land surveyed, see last report. J 



He, 



Dsseof 



Bate of 



Contractor. 



8urrey. 



Surreyed. 



Rate 



Cost. 



198 

186 

198 
186 



Aug. 4 

Aug. 4 

Aug 4 
Aug. 4 

Dec II 
Dec 11 
Dec 11 



11 
Dec 11 



1886. 
Feb, 14 

Feb. 14 

Feb. 14 
Feb. 14 
Jan- 1 * 
Jan. 16 
Jan. 16 

Jan. 16 
Jan. 16 



John Shaw 

....do 

...do 

...do 

Samuel A. Himrod 

...do 

....do 

....do 

...do 



Standard... 

Exteriors 

Subdivisions 
Closings ..... 
Meridian... 
Standard ... 
Exteriors . . . 

Subdivisions 
Closings ..... 



Mile*. 

7 

17 

48 

87 

, 227 

817 

10 

11 

t 

1 

42 

98 

290 



6 
68 
81 
81 
12 
49 
60 
89 
82 

5 
89 
48 
43 
79 

8 



Links. 
80 
87 
49 
98 
15 
65 
52 
18 
92 
69 
54 
5 
57 
57 
8 



818 

9 
11 

7 

7 

5 

5 
18 

9 
18 
11 

7 

7 

5 

5j 



84,628 61 



8,117 46 
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B.— Statement of contracts made under sectione 2401, 3403, and 2403, Revised Statutes, for 
surveys in the district of New Mexico for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

WORK NOT RETURNED. 



No. 


Date. 


Contractor. 


Survey. 


Township. 


Range. 


218 
218 


1884. 
Oct. 80 
Oct. 90 

Oct. 80 
Oct 80 


William White 

do 


Exterior* . . . 
do 


Between 18 and 10 S .. 6W. 

Retracing and re-establishing such boundary 
and exterior lines as may be necessary to prop- 
erly execute the surveys under this contract. 

188.. «W- 


ft ft 


do 


•Subdivision 
do 


31ft 


do 


14K 


21 X. 













WORK RETURNED BUT NOT PLATTED. 





1886. 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 


218 


Feb. 


28 



Warner & Laderer. . 

do 

do 

do 

do 



.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

do. 
.do. 
do. 

.do. 



Exteriors . 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 



..do. 
..do. 
..do. 



do. 
.do. 
.do. 



Subdivisions 



12 and 13 8 

20N 

Between 11 and 12 8.. 

Between 12 and 13 S. . 

Between 13 and 14, 14 
and 15 8 

Between 10 and 20 N. . 

Retracement, 13 S — 

Retracement between 
12 and 13 8 

Retracement, 14 8 

Retracement, 158 

Retracement, 12 8 — 

512, 18, and 14 8 

J20N 



Between 1 and 2 S. 

Between and 7 W. 

2E. 

2E. 

2B. 

7W. 

Between 2 and SB. 

IE. 

land2,2and3B. 
2 and 3 E. 
2 and 3 E. 
2B. 
7 W. 



WORK NOT RETURNED. 



218 


1885. 
Feb. 28 


218 


Feb. 28 


218 
218 


Feb, 28 
Feb. 28 


218 
218 


Feb. 28 
Feb. 28 



Warner & Laderer. . 



....do. 

...do. 
....do . 

....do . 
....do. 

f 



Meridian. 



Exteriors . . 



.do. 
do. 



Subdivisions 
...do.... 



10 and 20 8 

18,10, and 20 8 

Between 17 and 18 S . . 
Between 18 and 10, 10 
and 20 8. 

18 and 10 8 

108 J 



First auxiliary guide. 
Meridian B, between 12 

and 13 E. 
Between 10 and 11, 11 

and 12 E. 
HE. 

11 and 12 B. 

HE. 

12 E. 
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BB.— Statement of surveys made and transmitted during the fiscal year ending July 30, 
1865, on contracts made under section* 2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised Statutes, during 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, reported incomplete, 

[For description of land surveyed, me last report] 



He. 



198 

189 
ltt 



900 



904 

204 
905 
906 



907 
907 
907 
907 
206 

908 

208 



200 

910 

210 
210 



Bete of 



Date of 
transmittal. 



1883. 
Hot. 14 

Nov. 14 

Nor. 14 

Nor. 90 

Not. 20 
Not. 20 

Not. 20 

Not. 20 
Not. 20 

1881 
Jan. 8 

Jan. 8 

Jan. 8 
Jan. 22 
Jan. 22 

Jan. 22 

Jan. 22 
Apr. 8 

Apr. 8 

Apr. 8 
Apr. 8 
Mar. 20 
Mar. 90 
Mar. 20 
Mar. 20 
Mar. 25 

Mar. 25 

Mar. 25 
Mar. 25 

Mar. 25 



Mar. 25 

May 20 

May 28 
May 20 



1884. 

July 15 

July 15 

July 15 

Sept. 18 

Sept 18 

Sept 18 

Sept. 18 

Sept 18 

8ept 18 

1885. 

Mar. 5 

Mar. 6 

Mar. 5 

Feb. 28 

Feb. 28 

Feb. 23 

Feb. 28 

Jan. 28 

Jan. 28 

Jan. 28 

Jan. 28 

Apr. 15 

Apr. 15 

Apr. 15 

Apr. 15 

June 6 

June 6 




Contractor. 



Fred.C.8haw.. 

do 

do 

William White, 
do , 



.do. 
.do. 



.do. 
.do. 



Lampton A Biggs . 
do 



do 

John Shaw. 



do 

do ;. 

George H. Pradt . 

do 



do 

do 

William White.. 

do 

do 



do 

Samuel B. Biggs . 

do 



.do., 
.do. 



Alfred H. Warren. 



.do. 



Richard L. Powel. . 

do 

do , 



Surrey. 



Exteriors.... 

Subdivisions. 

Clonings 

Meridiea(aj.. 

Boundary(a) . 
Standard (a) . 

Exteriors(a) . 

Subdivisions. 
Closings 



Meridian.... 

Exteriors 

Subdivisions. 
Standard (a) . 
Exteriors.... 



Subdivisions.. 

Closings 

Boundaries(a) 

Exteriors 



Subdivisions.. 

Closings 

Exteriors 

Boundaries(a) 
Subdivisions.. 

Closings 

Meridian 

Exteriors 



Subdivisions. 
Closings 



Exteriors . 



Subdivisions. 

Exteriors 

Subdivisions. 
Closings 



Surveyed. 



Jf. € 

U a 

{ 48 
(618 





f 2 
* 9 
$ 18 
{ 67 
<108 
{371 

8 
S • 
\ " 
<128 
{304 

2 
18 
C 4 
( 44 
< 70 
{503 

17 

147 
12 

020 
31 
3 



Is. Iks. 

00 .. 

20 00 

48 81 

27 35 

88 21 

40 .. 

38 96 

30 52 

74 88 

15 8 

05 85 

52 58 

77 2 

24 78 



5 .. 

75 .. 

9 27 

70 56 

38 50 

24 84 



47 

9 5 

68 36 

17 61 
38 73 
45 55 

56 V. 

52 1 

12 47 

87 62 

81 66 

20 80 

50 80 

70 65 

58 7 

10 57 

72 78 

78 84 

16 88 

18 81 
76 57 
16 50 
22 78 



$ 21 46 55 

{ 62 85 87 

C 67 20 70 

{582 66 81 



; 98 44 56 

\ 24 84 .. 

'392 37 45 

[140 11 47 

1 56 85 



Bate 
per 
mile. 



♦11 
7 
7 
6 
5 

18 
9 

18 
9 

11 
7 
7 
6 
5 



Cost 



88,674 09 



778 88 



8,884 67 



2,641 87 



8,910 84 



656 02 



6,620 86 



3,809 61 



4,656 62 



a Betraoements. 
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D. — lA*i of document* relating to grants of land by the Spanish and Mexican government* 
in the archive* of the office of the surveyor-general of New Mexico, June 30, 18d5. 





6 






fc 






• 




Na 


1 






3 




^ 


H 


1 


t 


1685 


2 


2 


1606 


3 


8 


1697 


4 


4 


1008 


5 


5 


1700 


6 


6 


1701 


7 


7 


1715 


8 


8 


1715 


9 





1716 


10 


10 


1716 


11 


11 


1716 


12 


12 


1717 


18 


18 


1721 


14 


14 


1722 


16 


15 


1727 


14 


10 


1727 


17 


17 


1727 


18 


18 


1733 


19 


10 


1734 


90 


20 


1735 


91 


21 


1738 


92 


22 


1738 


98 


28 


1730 


94 


94 


1742 


95 


25 


1742 


98 


20 


1743 


27 


27 


1744 


28 


28 


1748 


20 


29 


1750 


80 


80 


1751 


31 


81 


1761 


89 


82 


1751 


88 


88 


1753 


84 


84 


1758 


35 


85 


1750 


88 


86 


1760 


'87 


87 


1700 


88 


88 


1762 


88 


39 


1764 


40 


40 


1707 


41 


41 


1707 


49 


42 


1707 


48 


48 


1768 


44 


44 


1700 


45 


45 


1772 


46 


46 


1774 


47 


47 


1774 


48 


48 


1776 


40 


40 


1777 


60 


60 


1777 


61 


61 


1778 


69 


62 


1780 


68 


63 




64 


64 


isos 


66 


65 


1800 


68 


56 


1818 


67 


57 


1822 


68 


68 


1822 


60 


60 


1828 


80 


00 


1825 


«61 


61 


1825 


02 


02 


1826 


08 


63 


1826 


04 


64 


1827 


•65 


65 


1881 


MO 


66 


1832 


07 


67 


1885 


08 


68 


1835 


* 


69 


1880 


70 


70 


1844 


71 


71 


1844 



Name. 



Alvaloa, Pedro 

Archuleta, Anade 

Almaaan, Francisco Anayo 

Aguilera, Antonio de 

Aaperta, Ynesde 

Arohiveque, Joan de 

Artienaa, Juan de 

Ariaa, Diego de Qoiroe 

Aguijoea, Francisco Antonio de. . . 

Ariaa de Uuiroa. Diejgo , 

Apodaca, Joan Rateban de 

Ariaa de Quiros, Diego 

Archiveque, Juan de 

Atlanta, Joaede 

Annlio, Joee de 

Agntlar, AlonsoRaelde 

Aroheveque, Miguel de 

Ancorea, Lorenso de , 

Apodaca, Jnande 

Atencio, Lazarode 

Angel, Franciaco Xavier 

Angel, Franciaco Xavier 

Arcniveque, Aguatln de 

Archuleta, Juan Joa4 de 

Archuleta. Juan Antonio de 

Ann (Jo, Vicente de 

A Itamlrano, Antonio Tafoya de . . . 
Abiqoiu, Ojo Caliente, and Pueblo 

Quemado. 

Alameda, oltiaena of 

Armijo, Antonio de 

A guilar, Julian Rael de 

Apodaca, Nicolaade 

Apodaoa, Vicente , 

Armtyo, Totnaade 

A nay a, Franciaco de 

Abiqniu, town of 

Annuo, Yaabel de 

Angel, Maroial 

Arroyo, Manuel, and Ledeama, 

Juande. 

Aacenaion, Maria de la 

Apodaca, Toes . 

Alderete, Joaquin de 

Alarid, JoeA Ygnacio, and Quia- 

tana, Gabriel. 

Arrn^o, Antonio de 

Alarid, Ygnacio 

Albuquerque*, inhabitants of 

Allre, Tomaa 

Armtyo. Gertrndie 

Atencio, Lasaro 

Arebeveque, Maria de Guadeloupe 

Alameda, beira of 

Armenta, Antonio de 

Albaquerque. town of 

Annuo, Salvadora 



Aragon, Joe6 Manuel 

Agnilar, Juan de 

Alarid, Joa4 An t*»nio 

Alarid, Joa4 Antonio , 

Albo. Agapito 

Armijo, Juan Antonio, et at. 

Abiqulu, town of 

Alarid, Joee Ramon 

Alarid, Jose Ramon 

Anaures, Salvador , 

Abiqoiu, town of 

Abrru, Ramon , 

Armilo, Antonio , 

ArmQo, Antonio 

Angel, Joee Manuel 

Alii e, Juan Lor*- nao 

Armijo, Maria C 



Nature of document 



Grant 

do 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

..... do 

8uit 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Grant 

Inventory ..* 

Boundary 

Conveyance 

do 

Will 

Conveyance 

do 

Suit 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Grant 

do 

Will 

Will and diatribution . 
Petition 



Treapaaa 

Conve> ance ........ 

Testamentary auit. 

Conveyance , 

Gift , 

Conveyance , 

do 

React tlement 

Conveyance , 

do 

Grant 



8uit 

Conveyance . 

Will... 

Grant 



... do 

Conveyance . 
Not granted . 
Conveyance . 
Inventory ... 
Will......... 

Conveyance . 

8uit 

Grant 



Inventory and diatribu- 
tion of eatate. 

Lifoeatate 

Boundary 

Will 

Poeaf saion of Grant 

Report on petition 

Confirmation of Grant. 

Grant 

Indian landa 

Information 

8ult 

do 

Petition for mine 

8uit. .. 

Report on petition 

Petition 

Poeeeeeion given 

Suit 



County. 



Dona Ana. 
Santa F4. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Kio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Da 

Do, 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Rjo Arriba, 
Santa Fe. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Bernalillo. 
8antaF4. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa FA 

Da 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Dona Ana. 
Rio Arriba. 

Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalilla 
Santa Fe. 
Taoa. 

Rio Arriba. 
8antaFA. 
Bernalilla 

Do. 

Da 
Santo Fe*. 

Valencia. 
San Miguel 
Santa FA 

Da 
Dona Ana. 
San Miguel. 
RioAtriba. 
8an Miguel 

Do. 
Valencia. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa FA 

Da 

Da 

Da 
Taoa 
BernaUSa 



•Tranaferrcd to File Na 100. 



5 See Archive No. 1014. 
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No. 



72 

78 

74 

75 

«76 

aTI 

78 

79 

680 

681 

82 

83 
84 
85 
e86 
87 
88 
. 80 
90 

91 
92 
98 
94 
95 
98 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 

dioa 

104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
#111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
110 
117 

118 

119 
120 
121 
122 
123 

/124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
182 

0138 
134 
185 
186 
187 
138 
189 
140 
141 



72 

73 

74 

75 

134 

135 

164 

223 

987 

1014 

1082 

1089 
1090 
1104 
1119 
1123 
1132 
1145 
1153 

1154 

1155 

1216 

1217 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 



84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
98 
97 
98 

99 

100 
101 
102 
108 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
116 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 



1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1824 
1825 
1846 
1842 
1745 
1883 
1821 



1833 
1824 
1815 
1829 
1832 
1825 
1844 
1825 

1828 
1800 
1837 
1846 
1698 
1701 
1704 
1716 
1716 
1723 
1727 
1727 
1727 
1728 
1782 
1736 
1739 
1789 
1739 
1739 
1744 



1753 ; 

1753 
1755 
1759 
1761 
1762 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1764 
7764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1778 
1774 
1784 
1789 
1792 



Name. 



Alarid, JaanN 

Armijo, Maria C 

ArmJjo, Joeefa 

Aguilar, Nasario 

Abren, Santiago 

AnnHo, Jose Nestor . 

Aguilar, Lonia 

Archnleta, Miguel. . . . 
Atencio, Joaquin de.. 
Abreu, Marcelino .... 
Americans 



Alcalde of San Miguel del Bado 

Alarid, Joae Ramon 

Alcalde's 

Armjjo, Manuel 

A yuntamiento de Santa Fe 

Alvarez, Manuel de 

Alcalde, first, of Santa Fe 

Avuntemiento of San Miguel del 
Bado. 

Armijo, Manuel , 

Alamulo, settlement of 

Alcalde, third, of Santa Fe 

Armijo, Manuel 

Barrera, Domingo de la 

Beitla, Diego de 

Barela. Juan and Cristobal 

Baca, Simon... 

Bejan, Slmonade 

Benavides, Juana 

Ballejo. Antonio 

Baca, Diego Manuel 

Basquez, Joae 

Brito, Juan de Leon 

Baca, Bernabe 

Barela. Salvador ... 

Baca, Cristobal 

Benavides, Juana de 

do 

Benavides, Tomasade 

Baca, Benabe 

1744 i Benavides, Juana de 

1746 ; Baca, Josefa 

1751 Baptists. Pedro 

1752 . Barela, Salvador 

1752 I do 

1758 . Borrego, Diego Vasquea 

!j Barela, Salvador ™ \ 

{Barrera, Francisco J 

Barela, Tibnroio 

Baca, Antonio 

Benavides. Tomasade 

Borrego, Diego Vasques 

Benavides, Tomasade 

Baca, Antonio 

Baca, Pablo 

Baca, Jose 

, do 

Baoa, Juan Bsteban 

Beitla, Antonio de 

Bias San, del Rio Pueroo 

Baoa, Jose 

Belen, town of 

Baca, Battaxar 

Benavides, Domingo de 

Baca, Martin 

Baoa, Joae 

Baca, Mai lade Jesus 

Brito, Manuela 

Bustamente, Josefa 

Baca, Miguel 

Baca, Yaabel 



Nature 6f document. 



Will 

Suit 

Conveyance 

Possession 

Petition for land 

Grant 

Petition for mine 

Grant 

Division 

Grant 

Granting political privi 

1«K<* 

Letter 

Grant 

Official letters 

do 

Official communication . 
Petition for passport... 

Official letter 

Certified cony 



Petition 

Official letter . 

do 

Letter to 

Conveyance... 

do 

Suit 

Conveyance... 

do 

do 

Will 

do 

Grant 

do 

Conveyance... 

do 

Will 

Conveyance .. 

Barter 

Conveyance .. 

8uit 

Conveyance .. 

Will.: 

Conveyance .. 

do 

do 

Will 



Conveyance 

do 

Will 

Conveyance 

Inventory 

Inventory and division 

Grant 

Conveyance , 

do 

do 

Partition , 

Will 

Suit 

Conveyance 

8ult 

Grant 

Will 

Trespass , 

wurTTT I 

Conveyance 

do 

Mortgage 

Suit 

Investigation 



County. 



Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Taos. 
Bernalillo. 
8an Miguel. 
Santa Fe. 

Da 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 



Bernalillo. 

Bernalillo. 
Sen Miguel. 

San Miguel. 
Da 

Bernalillo, 
Socorro. 
Santa Fe. 
Socorro and Siena. 
8antaFe. 
Da 

Rio Arriba. 
8antaFe. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 

Da 
Santa Fe. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
Bernalillo, 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taoe. 
Santa Fe. 

Da 

Da 

Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Socorro. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Da 

Da 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba, 
Valencia. 

Da 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 
Bernalilla 



afteeB. 

b See letter T. 

• See 1029. 



d Annulled by Governor Crusat. 

«8eeXos.86andl84. 

/With reported No. 101. 



g With reported Na 164., 
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i 



No. i > 



i 



Name. 



Nature of document. 



142 , 
148 
•144 

145 I 
140 
»147 , 
148 
148 
160 
151 j 
152 
158 ' 

154, 

155 ' 



123 
124 
125 
128 
127 
128 
129 
180 
131 
132 
133 
134 



1798 
1800 
1803 
1814 
1820 
1820 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1822 
1*22 
1821 



135 1825 



136 
el56 i 137 



157 
158 
158 
160 
161 
162 
168 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169, 
<I170 I 
171 I 
172 
178 I 

«i74 : 

«175 
•176 , 
glT! 

178 

178 

180 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

188 

180 

191 

182 

188 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

188 

280 

201 

202 



206 
207 



210 
211 
212 



138 
138 i 

140 i 

141 ■ 

142 I 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
148 
150 I 
151 
152 
153 
154 
254 
265 

1076 

iisc" 

1175 
1176 
1177 
1178 
1181 
1182 
1183 
1186 
1188 
1211 

156 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 

16* 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 



1825 , 
1821/ 
1826$ 

1825 , 

1826 I 

1827 j 
i 

1829 , 

1829 I 

1831 ' 

1831 

1832 

1832 

1883 

1837 I 

1841 

1842 

1844 

1844 

1846 : 

1826 | 

1826 

1840 

1807 ' 

1732 . 

1824 : 

1824 

1824 i 

1824 I 

1825 

1825 

1824 

1825 

1824 

1821 | 

1704 

1707 

1708 

1709 

1710 

17'1 

1712 

1713 

1713 

1713 

1713 i 

1714 ! 
1714 
1716 ; 
1716 ! 
1718 | 
1718 ; 
1722 
1727 
1729 I 
1729 
1729 I 
1786 I 
1736 j 



Baca, Jose Maria 

Baca, Maria Barbara 

Bado, de San Miguel, town of . 

Barela, Jose 

Bustos, Jose Antonio etal 

Bernai. Tomaa 

Benavides, Jesus 

Baca, Esteban 

Ballejo. Manuel 

Benavides,' Luis 

Baca, Jose 

Baca, Manual 

Benavides, Rafael 

Benavides, Jesus 

Baca, Jose Francisco 



Will 

Grant 

Petition for lands. 

Grant 

j Petition for lands. 

Baca, Luis Maria Cabesade i Grant 

Benavides, Luis | Petition for lands. 

Baca, Jose Francisco i do 

Bustos, Cristobal ! Suit 



Will Santa Fe. 

Distribution Do. 

Grant 8an MigueL 

Suit Valencia. 

do Rio Arriba 

Town of El Paso El Paso. 

Suit SeutaFe. 

Petition for binds I San Miguel. 

Treapasa j Bernalillo, 



County. 



Baca, Juan Bateban . 

Baca, Tomaa, et al 

do , 

Baca, Micaela 

Btca, Jose Francisco 

Bica, Micaela 

Baca, Juan Manuel , 

Bu stamen to, Manuel 

Barcelo, Trinidad 

Beau bine, Charles and Miranda., 

Bone, Santiago , 

Barcelo, Maria Gertrudia 

Beaubien. Chariea 

Barela, Mariano, etal 

Baca y Ortis, Francisco . 

Baca y Pino. Francisco , 

Benavides, Juan 

Baldez, BautistaJuan 

Ballejos. Barbara, et al 

Baca, Bartolome 

do 

do 

do. 

do 



.do . 



Report touching land.. 

Petition...: 

Will 

Deed 

Distribution of estate' '. 

Suit 

do 

do 

Relative to grant 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Petition for land 

Petition for mine 

Grant 

do 

do 

do 

Deed 

Letters to 

do 

Official letter 

do. 

do. 



Bishop of Durango ' Religious matters 



Official letters . 

do 

do 

Rough draft of land . 

Conveyance 

Grant 

do 

Conveyance 



Baca, Bartolome 

do 

do 

Baca, Luis Maria Cabezade 

Casadoe, Francisco Lorenzo de 

Caaaboga, Lorenzo de 

Caaadoa, Francisco Joee de 

Caaadoa, Lorenzo de , 

Chaves, Clara de | Gift 

Cordero, Juan Ruiz i Conveyance 

(Jordova, Lazaro de Dower 

Carrillo, Miguel , Conveyance 

Caaados, Francisco Lorenzo de do 

do , do 

Cruz, Juanade La I. Gift 

Coca, Miguel de I ...... do 

Crispin, Cristobal and Griego 

Cordero, Juan Ruiz 

Corporation of Santa F6 
Crispin, Cristobal 

do 

Can del aria, Ventura 
Clsneros, Hermeregildo 
Canada, inhabitants of. 

Chaves, Antonio de '. Conveyance 

do ' do 

Chaves, Pedro Inventory of 

Chaves, Nicolas de | Conveyance . 




Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 

San Miguel. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.. 

Do. 
Valencia. 
BernaliUo. 
SanMigueL 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Mora. 
Santa Fe. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 



New Mexico. 



Taos. 

San Miguel. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Santa Fe 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Da 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. . 



a With reported No. 119. 

b Texas. 

« With reported No. 20. 

6296 P L 25 



d With file No. 85. 
• See letter D. 



/See letter T. 

g With reported No. 118. 
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No. 


6 

i 

179 
180 
181 
IBS 
188 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
180 
190 
101 
192 
193 
194 
105 
196 
197 
198 
199 
200 

201 


i 


Name. 


Nature of document. 


County. 


213 


1788 
1742 
1746 

nii* 

1746 
1747 
1749 
1750 
1750 
1750 
1751 
1753 
1753 
1753 
1755 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1767 
1767 
1768 

1768 
1771 
1775 
1776 
1800 
1804 
1808 
1808 
1809 
1809 
1809 
1810 
1816 
1810 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1825 
1829 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1834 
1842 

1842 
1843 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1846 
1829 

1833 
1846 
1710 
1754 
1602 
1750 
1735 
1823 
1788 
1845 
1751 
1823 
1827 
1746 
1808 
1800 


Carillo, Juan..... 


Conveyance > 


Santa F6. 


214 


Crespin, Gregorio 


Granir 


Do. 


216 


Codallae y Rabal, Joaquin ... L .... . 


Conveyance 


Do. 


«216 


Cisneros'Antonlo T 


Will 

Suit 




217 


Casados. Antonio and Quintan* 

Chftvro, Nicolas 


Socorro. 


218 


Compromise 

Inventory of estate 


Bernalillo. 


210 


Coyata, Juanat ilia 


Do. 


220 


Chiatna, town of 


Rio Arriba. 


221 


Cordova, Jose 


Conveyance ............ 


Do. 


222 


Cordova, Lazara 


do 


Santa FA. 


228 


Cordova, Antonio 


do 


Rio Arriba. 


324 


CaailUa, Salvador 


do 


Santa Fe. 


"S5 


Cordova, Ana Maria 


Will 


Rio Arriba. 


226 


Casillas,' Tomas 


Conveyance 


Santa Fe. 


227 


Cayota, La 


Inventory of estate 

Conveyance 

do 


Bernalillo. 


228 


Crispin, Gregorio 


Santa Fe. 


220 


Chacon, Francisco 


Rio Arriba. 


280 


Chaves, Quiterfta 


Petition for land 

Will 


Bernalillo. 


281 


Chaves, Maria 


Rio Arriba. 


282 


Cardenas, Petrona de 


do 


Do. 


6283 


Chaves, Antonio and Pedro 

Chares, Ygnacio Tomas, Miguel 

and Antonio. 
Chaves. Nicolas de 


Grant 


Bernalillo. 


«2S4 


do 


Do. 


235 


Will 


Socorro. 


4236 : 20 i 


Carnuet, inhabitants of 


Petition 


Bernalillo. 


287 203 


Carrisal. town of 


Resettlement 


Dona Ana. 


238 


204 
205 
206 
207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 
214 
215 
216 
217 
218 
143 
210 
220 
221 
222 
223 

224 
225 
226 
227 
228 
220 
392 

674 
923 
1020 
1086 
1087 
1100 


Chaves, Francisco Antonio 


Suit 


Bernalillo. 


«289 


Cebolleta, town of. 


Grant 


Valencia. 


«240 


do 


Petition 


Do. 


€241 


do 


Grant.. 


Do. 


242 


Cortes, Teresa 


Suit 


Rio Arriba. 


243 


Chaves, Jose Antonio 


do 


Bernalillo. 


244 


Canon, settlers of 


Trespass 


Do. 


245 


Chaves, Ursula 

Chaves, Buenaventura.. 


Suit* 


Da 


246 


Division of estate 

Suit 


Da 


247 


Consuebe, Antonio, et (U 


Rio Arriba. 


/248 


Cebolleta, town of 


Grant 


Valenola. 


240 


Candaleria, Maria de la Lus 

Chaves, Ursula 


Suit 


Bernalillo. 


0250 


Trespass 


Da 


251 


do 


Suit 


Do. 


252 


Chaves, A ntonio ..... , 


Grant 


Socorro. 


A263 


Casados^ Jo*6 Antonio 


Petiton 


San Miguel. 
Taos. 


254 


Canada, inhabitants 


Grant 


255 


Chambers, Samuel 


Petition refused 

Suit 

....do 


Pofill River. 


256 
257 


Chaves, Vicente 

Castillo, Maria del 


Socorro. 
8anta Fe. 


258 


Chaves, Ignacio Francisco, Jose 

and Jose de la Cruz, et al. 
Conejos River 


Grant 


Da 


<250 


... do 


Taos. 


260 


Cardova, Juan de Jesus 


Suit 


Rio Arriba. 


261 


Cogoindo, Juan 


Conveyance 


Taos. 


J262 
268 


Corbono, Luis 

Corporation Santa Fe 


Grant 


Mora. 


Claim 


Santa F4. 


£264 


Chaperito, town of 


Grant . , ,.,.., 


San Miguel. 
Taos. 


265 


Copas, Jose Manuel 


Report on application 

for land. 
Grant 


1266 


Cano, Ygnacio, *t al 


Rant* F4, 


m267 


Chaperito, town of 


do 


San Miguel. 
Rio Arriba. 


268 


Cordoba, Simon 


do 


269 


Cachupin. Tomas Teles % 


Petition _.. 

Letter patent 


Do. 


n270 


Joan de Quate 




271 


Cachupin, Tomas Velez 


Decree 


Do. 


272 I 1105 


Cruzat y Gongora, Don Gervaoio. . . 
Colonisation laws 


do 


Santa Fe. 


273 1 1107 


do 




274 ! 1114 


Concha, Fernando de la 


Official letter 


State of Colored*. 


275 i 1128 


Chaves, Jose 


... do 


Da 


276 ' 1120 


Cachupin, Tomas Velez 


Letter 




277 ' 1170 


Chaves, Francisco Xavier 


Deposit of custom duties 
Official letter 




278 ' 1185 


Comisario, Substitute 

Codallos y Rabal. Joaquin 


Santa Fe. 


270 ' 1187 


Official order 




280 1191 


Census of New Mexico 






281 J 1104 


Chacon, Fernando 


Official letter 


Socorro. 


a Imperfect. 
5 With reportec 
cWlta reporter 
dWithflleNo. 
« With reportec 


/With reported 
lNo.99. g See 217. 
1 No. 96. A See letter B, N< 
96. iWithflleNo.M 
lNo.46. J"OnMoraGra 


No. 95. tWithF 

<WithT< 

».148. m See Let 

nSee Let 

nt" 


ile No. 7. 
sported Na 48. 
iterU. 
terO. 
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No, 



284 
286 



887 
288 



281 
282 
283 
284| 

285 ! 

286 i 
287 
288 
288 
800 
801 
802 
308 
804 
806 
808 
887 
308 
888 
310 
311 I 

6312 | 
313 I 
814 
315 . 
318 | 

317 
318 
318 
320 
325 
328 
327 



i 
t 

I 

1188 
1188 
1206 
1206 
1208 
1215 
230 
281 
232 
283 
234 
235 
236 
237 
238 
238 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
246 
246 
247 
248 
248 , 
250 I 
2M ' 
252 1 
263 
60 
264 
266) 
256 
257 i 



Name. 



Nature of document. | County . 



1788 

1800 

1708 

1723 

1738 

1783 

1701 

1710 

1715 

1716 

1716 

1717 

1732 

1743 

1736 

1742 

1748 

1761 

1751 

1752 

1764 

1764 

1764 ! 

1767 J 

176M I 

1778 ; 

1783 | 

1788 

1815 

1*23 ' 

1825 , 

1826 

1831 

1888 

1845 



865 1763 

1020 I 1710 

888 > 1796 

1085 I 1827 

1121 I 1827 

1125 ! 1846 

1126 1824 

1127 ; 1834 



Chacon, Fernando , 

do 

Cabildo, of Santa Fe 

Cordero, Joan Rule 

Cruzat y Gongora, Gervacio . , 

Concha, Fernando de la 

Daran de Chares. Fernando . 

Domingues, Josef* 

Domingnez, Benito 

Domingifec, Ana Maria 

Daran, Antonio 

Domingnez, Juana 

Dnran ae Armtyo, Rosa 

Damn, Jose , 

Daran, Nicolas. 

Dominguez, Antonio. 

Dnran, Antonio 

Dnran, Joan 

Domingnez, Antonio 

Durao, Catolina 

Domingnez, Antonio 

Dnran, Salvador 

Daran de Aruaijo, Manuel. ... 

Daran, Juan Jose 

Daran, Salvador 

Daran, Jose 

Daran y Chaves, Jose 

Domingo, Maria 

Delgado, Manuel 

Dolores, corporation of 

Daran. Mattes 

Dnran, Agnstin, etal 

Dnran, Agustln 

Dolores, Real de 

Dona, Ana , 



328 
330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
335 
336 
337 



1134 1845 

1135 1836 
1137 1844 
1140 ! 1837 

1142 1845 

1143 , 1846 

1144 1781 



840 
841 
342 
843 
344 
845 
346 
847 
348 
349 
360 
351 
852 
363 I 
«3M 
4865 
366 \ 
857 
368 



1146 

1147 

1157 

1170 

1180 

1184 

270 

271 

272 

273 

274 

275 

276 

277 

278 

279 

280 

281 



284 
286 



1842 
1814 
1798 
1843 
1805 
1823 
1700 
1724 
1740 
1762 
1762 
1766 
1767 
1772 
1779 
1785 
1784 
1819 
1824 
1824 
1825 
1826 



Dnran, Mannel ! 

Daren, Sebastian I 

Don Fernando • 

Dnran, Aagstin 

do * | 

Decrees I 

Decree , 

Decree by Valentine, Gomes I 
Farias. 

Departmental assembly 

Decree i 

do j 

do.. 

do ! 

do i 

do 

do ! 

do | 

do I 

do I 

do I 

do : 

Floras, Lucas ' 

Fernandas, Martin 

Fernandas, Maria Francisco. 

Fragoso, Gabriel ; 

Fernandez, Jnan Jose 

Fragoso, Francisco Xavier < 

Fernandez. Carlos 

Fernando, San and San Bias | 

Fernandez, Carlos i 

Fernandez, Juliana 

Fernandez, Juan Antonio i 

Fernandez, Santiago 

Fernandez, Domingo 

Fernandez, Domingo, etal 

Fernandez, Domingo i 

Fernandez, Domingo, et al I 

do t 



j 



a With royal decree of March 23, 1798. 
b See letter A. 



Official letter 

do 

Petition for troops 

Will .V.. 

Petition 

Letter 

Gift 

Suit 

Grant 

Dower 

Conveyance. 

Will.: 

Suit. 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Grant 

Inventory of estate 

Conveyance 

do 

Inventory of estate 

Conveyance 

dd 

Will 

8uit 

Conveyance 

do 

Inventory of estate 

Salt 

Distribution of estate . . 

Lands 

Grant confirmed 

Grant 

Petition for land 

Grant 

Correspondence relative 
to colony. 

Mine 

Grant 

Possession of land 

Letters 

...do 

Rough draft 

Public lands ! 

Of surveyor's qualifica- 
tion, g 

.; Proceedings of i 

.i Mexican Congress. 

. { Mexican government . . 
. Departmental assembly . 

J do , 

.! do 

. Viceroy of Spain . ; 

. i President of Mexico 

.1 Ferdinand VII 

.1 The King 

. ! Nicolas Bravo ' 

I The King < 

.: Mexican Congress j 

. I Conveyance I 

. Petition for lands ! 

.; Conveyance 

.; do ! 

do 

.. Will 

. j Conveyance 

-I Grant t 

. i Conveyance 

. Will ; 

. i Inventory of estate 

.; Petition I 

.. Grnnt :....! 

. . Petition for lands 

do ; 

J do : 

. ■ Correspondence con- j 

I corning lands 

e With reported No. 19. 
d Not granted. 



Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Santo Fe. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santo Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Pueblo of Sandla. 
Santo Fe. 

Do. 
San Miguel 
Santa Fe. 
Dofta Ana. 
Santa Fe. 
Dona Ana. 

Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Socorro. 



Santa Fe. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Valencia. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo 
Santa Fe. 
San Miguel. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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£ 



No. & 



O350 
300 
801 
802 
803 
304 
305 
300 
807 
308 
300 
870 
371 
872 
373 
374 
875 
370 
877 
378 
378 
880 
381 
882 
888 
384 
885 
888 
887 



380 
891 
892 

6398 
394 
895 
390 
897 
898 
890 
400 
401 
402 
403 
404 
405 

0400 
407 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
413 
414 
415 
410 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 
428 
424 
425 

d420 
427 
428 
429 
430 
431 
432 
433 
434 



287 

288 

805 

289 

290 

291 

292 

298 

294 

296 

290 

297 

298 

299 

800 

801 

802 

308 

304 

305 

107 

80d 

307 

308 

309 

810 

811 

312 

813 

314 

315 

810 

817 

818 

819 

320 

821 

322 

823 

324 

825 

320 

827 

328 

829 

830 

331 

832 

833 

334 

335 

338 

337 

388 

339 

340 

341 

342 

343 

844 

845 

340 

347 

348 i 1751 

849 1751 

350 1752 

351 1752 

352 I 1752 
853 ' 1752 

354 , 1753 

355 : 1754 
350 1755 



1829 
1829 
1703 
1700 
1702 
1702 
1702 
1708 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1700 
1708 
1708 
1711 
1712 
1712 
1713 
1713 
1714 
1714 
1715 
1715 
1715 
1715 
1715 
1715 
1710 
1710 
1710 
1710 
1731 
1731 
1781 
1731 
1735 
1735 
1735 
1730 
1730 
1730 
1738 
1738 
1739 
1739 
1789 
1739 
1742 
1744 
1744 
1744 
1744 
1745 
1745 
1745 
1740 
1747 
1747 
1747 
1750 
1750 
1750 
1751 



857 
858 
859 
300 



1759 
1701 
1703 
1704 



Name. 



Nature of document. 



Galloon, Franoisoo Antonio de . 
Gallegos, Antonio 



Conveyance . 

do 

Suit 

do 

Conveyance . 
Grant 



Fernandez, Rafael, etal Petition for lands. 

Fernandez. Domingo, etal do 

Fernandez, Bartolorae Grant mine 

Garcia, Francieoo * 1 Conveyance 

Garcia, Martin J ...do 

Garcia de Noriega, Maria ' Grant.. 

Gonzales, Diego 

Gonzales. Isabel 

Griego, Maria and J nana . 
Gonzalez, Antonio Bos — 

Gonzales. Diego < 

Garcia, Francisco 

Giltome, Jose Manuel .... 
Garcia de Noriega, J nan . . 

do..: 

Griego, Nicolas, etal 

Gonzales, Jnan 

Garcia de la Rina, Jnan . . . 

Gil tome, Jose Manuel 

Godines, Antonio 

Griego, Nicolas 

Guiterrez, Alejo 

do. 

do. 



Conveyance |- Santa Fe. 



Grant 

Conveyance 

Trespass 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Will 

Grant 

Compromise of land... 

Conveyance 

do 

Grant. 



County. 



Taos. 

San Miguel. 

Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 



Gonzales, Isabel I Suit 



Inventory ot estate. 



Gomez, Petrous 

Garcia de la Rivas, Juan 

Garcia, Francisco 

Guiterres. Antonio 

Gonzales Boz, Juan 

Garcia, Juan Ssteban 

do 

Gallegas, Diego 

Garcia de Noriega, Juan Esteban 

Gonzales, Francisco Antonio 

Garcia de Rivos, Manuela 

Garcia, Lazaro 

Gonzales, Diego 

do 

Gonzales, Jose 

Griego, Lorenzo 

Garcia, Lazaro 

Garcia, Jose 

Garbizo, Manuel Sans de 

Gabaldon, Juan 

Gonzales, Salvador 

Gutierres, Francisco 

Guerrero, Francisco 

do 

Gonzales, Sebastians 

Griego, Maria 

Gutierrez, Gregorio 

Gabaldon, Joan Manuel 

Garcia, Luis 

do. 



Garcia de Noriega, Luis Will 



Conveyance 

do...-. 

Grant 

do 

8uit 

do 

do 

Petition for land 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Inventory of estate 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Grant 

Suit : 

Donation 

Gift 

Grant 

do 

Suit 

Will 

Suit 

Inventory of estate 



Garcia, Luis. 

Gonzalez, Maria Candelaria. 

Garduno, Felipe 

Gonzalez, Francisco 

Garcia, Jnan Esteban < 

Gallegas, Manuel 

Graceoso. Luis Fuero 

Garcia Francisco 

Garduno, Maria Diego 

Gabaldon. Juan 

Garcia de las Reyes, Juan.... 

Gomez. Diego 

Garcia, Jose 

Gallego, Juan 

Gamboa, Cristobal 

Gallegas. Juan 

Garcia, Manuel , 

Gonzales, Rosalia 



oWithFileNo.7L 
o Not granted. 



Inventory of estate. 

Will 

Conveyance 

Will... 

Suit 

Conveyance 

.do 

.do 

Inventory of estate. 

Grant 

WiU 

Conveyance , 

Will 

Conveyance 

do 

Inventory of estate. . 

Will 

Gift 

c With reported No. 82. 
d With reported No. 85. 



Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Taos. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 

Da 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Taos. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
.!, • nalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba, 

Do. 
Santa FA 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
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Ho, 



436 
486 
437 
438 



441 
442 
443 
444 
445 
446 
447 
448 

0449 
450 
451 
452 

5453 
454 
455 

4456 
457 
458 

d450 
460 
461 i 
462 
463 
464 
465 



467 
468 
469 
470 
471 

472 

473 
474 

0475 
476 
477 

478 
479 

480 

481 

482 

483 

484 
485 
486 

487 
488 
489 
490 

491 
492 
493 
494 
495 
498 
497 
498 
499 
500 
601 



361 
362 
363 
364 
365 
366 
867 
368 
369 
370 
371 
372 
373 
374 
375 
376 
377 
378 
379 
380 
381 
382 
383 
-384 
385 
386 
387 
388 
389 
390 
391 

392 



394 
395 
396 
397 



399 
618 
519 
754 
1091 
1092 
1093 



1098 , 
1099 

ino|! 

1118 
1130 
1133 



1764 
1765 
1765 
1767 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1778 
1778 
1785 
1789 
1785 
1791 
1798 
1799 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1815 
1818 
1820 
1821 
1821 
1821 
1822 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 

1829 

1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1835 

1843 

1843 
1735 
1735 
1736 
1840 
1810 
1841 
1744 
to 
1749 
1750 
1798 
1713 
1715 
1781 
18*21 
1821 



Name. 



(! 1744 ) 
10M<' to iSG. 
I 1749 1 



Gonzales, Franciaoo 

Gallegos, Jose Marcello 

Gallegos, Manuel 

Gonzales, Jnau Francisco 

Gonzales, Pedro Antonio 

Garcia, Ramon 

Garcia. Francisco 

Gallegos, Cristobal 

Garcia, Salvador , 

Gabaldon, Maria Antonio 

Gutierrez, Clement© 

Griego, Jose Antonio 

Gardufio, Eduardo Rita 

Griego, Josefa 

Garcia, Francisco Antonio * 

Gallegos, Miguel - 

Garcia, Juan Cristobal 

Garcia de la Mora, Jos6 

Garcia, Antonio 

Gonzales, Toribio 

Garcia, Luciano 

Garcia, Xavier, et al 

Gutierrez. Maria Victoria 

Gurule, Toribio 

Garcia, Juan 

Gallegos, Tumas Antonio 

Garcia, Francisco' 

Gallegos. Jose Marin 

Garcia, Juan Ensebio 

Garcia, Miguel 

! Garcia, Jose Domingo, ttal 

5 Garcia, Miguel \ 

(Gaalen, William > 

I Giron, Salvador 

1 Gallegos, Maria de la Luz 

Garcia, Jos6 Victor. 

I Gonzales, Rafael 

1 Gardufio. Julian 

(Griego, Luis \ 

} Garza, Florencio de la i 

I Gutierrez, Maria de lo* Reyes 

I Gam bon, Juan de 

i Garcia, Jose de 

Giron, Demas 

Governors of New Mexico 

Governor of New Mexico 

General commanding New Mexico. 



overnor of New Mexico . 

Gorraez, Jose de 

Governor of New Mexico . 

>Governors 

General commander. 

Governor 

Governor ad interim 



Nature of document. 



Conveyance 

Suit 

Inventory of estate. 

Conveyance 

do 

Will 

Conveyance 

8uit 

Conveyance 

do 

Inventory of estate. 

Will 

do 

Gift 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

Grant 

Complaint 

do , 

Payment 

Petition 

Trespass 

.14o 

Petition 

Suit 

Petition 

do 

Title deeds 

do 

Petition 



1138 I 1780 Governor 

1160 1852 I Governor James S. Calhoun. 

1161 1803 ! Governor Muelcio Salcedo .. 

1162 1844 Governor of New Mexico . 



1167 


1840 


1171 


1800 


1190 


1766 


1197 




400 


1700 


401 


1706 


402 


1712 


403 


1713 


404 


1716 


405 


1725 


406 


1753 



Governor of Chihuahua 

Governor of New Mexico 

Guerrero, Francisco 

Governor of New Mexico 

Herrera, Tomas de 

Herrera. Teresa de 

Hernandez, Ana Magdalena . 

Hurtado, Juan Paez 

do 

Hurtado, Maria 

Herrera, Juan Manuel de .... 



Report 

Suit 

Will 

Suit 

Report on petition . 
Suit 



Grant 

Will 

Grant 

do 

Suit 

List 1770 to 1840 . 

Letter 

do 



Evidence . 



Letter . 
do. 



County. 



Rio Arriba. 
Socorro. 
Santa FA 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa F6. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 

Do. 
Socorro. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
San Miguel. 
Taos. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 

Taos. 

Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Taos. 
Santa F6. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 



Commissions of 

Official letter 

Letter 

Letter and copy of royal j 

decree. * I 

do I 

Petition | Mora. 

Expedition 

Information regarding Santa Fe. 

mines. 

Letter ( 

do 

List of deeds. 

Petition 

Grant ' Santa Fe. 

Suit RioAniba. 

do Do. 

Conveyance Santa Fe. 

do Da 

Will Da 

do Rio Arriba. 



a With reported No. 25. 
b With reported No. 122. 



e With reported No. 107. 
dNot granted. 



e Revoked. 
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Ko. 



502 
503 
504 
505 
506 
507 
508 
509 

510 
511 

512 
513 
514 
515 
516 

o517 
518 
519 
520 
521 

6522 
528 
524 
525 
526 
527 
528 
529 
530 
531 
532 
533 
534 
535 
536 
537 
538 
539 
540 
541 
542 
543 
544 
545 
546 
547 
548 
549 
550 
551 
552 
653 
554 
555 
556 
557 
558 
559 
560 
561 
562 
563 
564 

6565 
566 
567 
568 
569 
570 
571 
572 
573 



407 
408 
409 
410 
223 
418 
1113 
1136 

1139 
1159 

411 
412 
413 
414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 



424 
425 
426 
427 
428 
429 
430 
431 
432 
433 
434 
435 
436 
437 
438 
439 
440 
441 
442 



445 
446 
447 
448 
449 
450 
451 
452 
453 
454 
455 
456 
457 



463 
464 
465 
466 
467 
468 



1754 
1755 
1762 
1823 
1842 
1746 
1846 
1715 

1800 
1736 

1699 
1736 
1746 
1746 
1753 
1753 
1764 
1764 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1693 



423 1697 



1701 
1701 
1704 
1707 
1710 
1712 
1713 
1713 
1714 
1714 
1715 
1715 
1715 
1716 
1718 
1722 
1727 
1728 
1728 



443 ! 1729 

444 1 1738 



1742 
1751 
1753 
1762 
1764 
1764 
1764 
1765 
1765 
1766 
1768 
1709 
1769 



Name. 



458 1771 

459 1772 

460 1772 

461 1779 

462 1786 



1793 

1794 
1811 
1820 
1820 



135 1825 

469 1827 

470 ! 1827 

471 ' 1830 



Sentence. 



Herrera, Jose do Conveyance .. 

Herrera, Juan Bautiatade do 

Huertado, Bartolo Will 

Heath, John G Grant 

Hidalgo, Nicanor do 

Herrera, Manuel de do 

Inhabitants of New Mexico Proclamation . 

Inventory of papers in the archives 

of the corporation of Santa Fe. 

Indian Manuel, Apache . . .- 

Inventor}' of papers in Government 

archive. 

Jorge, Isabel Grant 

J iron, Antonia Conveyance 

Jaramillo, Roqne Jacinto Grant 

Jurado. Ramon Garcia Compromise '., 

Jaramillo. J nana de Conveyance 

Jnrado, Ramon Garcia, and brothers Grant 

Juarajueor, Juan Estaban Will 

Jaramillo, Luis do 

Jurado. Catalina do 

Jaramillo, Jose and Xavier Grant 

Jaramillo, Luis do 

Lucero de Godoy, Juan do 

Lucero de Godoy, Antonio do 

Lobato, Bartolome Conveyance 

do do 

Lopez, Jose Gift 

Lobato, Bartolome Conveyance 

Leiba, Antonio Gift , 

Lopez, Juan Conveyance 

Lujan, Juana do 

Lnjan, Joaefa do 

Lozado, Antonio de Will 

Lobato, Bartolome Grant 

Lopez, Antonio Conveyance 

Lobato, Bartolome Grant 

do do 

do do 

Lujan, Miguel Conveyance 

Lobato, Juan Cay etano do 

Lopez, Maria Josefa do 

Leiba, Jose de Grant 

Lopez, Luis Will 

Lopez, Maria Josefa Conveyance 

Loualo, Agnstin ! do 

Lobato, Juan Cayetano ( Grant 

Lopez, Manuel Conveyance 

Lope?:, Geronimo | do 

Lozano, Jose i do 

Lujan, Juan Jose ; do 

Lucrecio. Jose Martin j do 

Lozano, Jose '. Salt 

Lozano, Maria Mannela Will 

Lobato, Agustin Conveyance 

Lucero, Miguel Will 

Lopez, Geronimo Conveyance 

Leiba, Simon de do 

Lopez, Geronimo Will 

Lujan, Tsabel do 

Lujan, Francisco Conveyance 

Lopez, Antonio Jose Suit 

Lobato, Jose Manuel : Conveyance 

Luna, Antonio de Inventory of estate . 

Lucero, Bernardo Conveyance 

Lones. Diego, et al Petition 

Lucero. Jose Antonio Conveyance 

Luna, Antonio de Suit 

Lucero, Bernardo do 

do do 

Lobato, Pedro Grant 

Lujan, Juan Jose Conveyance 

Lucero, Juan Will 

Lobato, Francisco do 



Nature of document. 



County. 



a With reported No. 49. 



b With reported No. 103. 



Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Dona Ana. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 



Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba, 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe> 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo, 
Taos. 

Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Taos. 

Do. 
San Miguel. 
Santa F*. 

Do. 

Do. 

c Imperfect. 
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6 






fc 






9 




Vo. 


> 

3 


, 




8 


3 




< 


h 


574 


472 


1887 


675 


283 


1842 


• 676 


478 


1844 


677 


474 


1844 


678 


475 


1844 


579 


1020 


1710 


580 


001 


1788 


681 


1005 


1855 



Name. 



682 
683 
684 
686 
688 
687 
688 
689 
690 
691 
692 
593 
594 
696 
698 
697 



601 



805 

too* 

607 



608 

• 899 


too 


910 


501 


611 


502 


4612 


503 


613 


504 


814 


605 


616 


508 


616 


507 


817 


508 


618 


509 


819 


510 



mi j 

1150 | 
1193 ! 

476 ; 

477 | 

478 I 
479 
480 
481 
482 
483 
484 
485 
488 
487 
488 
489 
490 
491 
492 
493 
494 
495 
498 
497 
498 



821 



• 827 



/828 
829 
830 
831 
832 

y638 
834 
835, 
838 I 
837 I 



841 
842 
848 



611 
612 
513 
614 
515 
616 
517 
518 



5t9 
520 
521 
522 
523 
524 
525 
626 
627 
628 
529 
530 
581 
532 
533 
534 
635 



1855 
1818 
1807 
1898 
1805 
1895 
1895 
1701 
1704 
1706 
1700 | 

1707 , 

1708 ! 
1708 
1708 
1708 

1711 I 
1711 

1712 1 
1712 ' 
1713 
1713 
1714 , 
1714 I 
1714 | 

1714 ! 
1715 
1716 
1716 ! 
1716 ! 
1716 
1717 
1718 , 
1719 

1721 | 
1722 

1722 • 
1723 

17 15 
1727 
1729 . 
1729 , 
1731 
1731 
1733 ' 
1735 ; 



1735 
1736 
1738 
1738 
1738 
1739 
1740 
1740 
1742 
1743 
1744 
1744 
1748 
1748 
1748 
1748 
1749 



Laughan, John 8 

Lqjan, Maria do Jeans 

Leroux, Antoine .. 

Leiba, Carmen 

Lucero, Salvador 

Lobato, Bartolome 

Luna, Dooiingode 

Lopes, Don Francisco 

do 

Lead mines 

Lands, publio 

Madrid, Roqao 

Martin, Domingo 

Maeae, Luis 

Martin, Domingo 

Martin", Alejo 

Montoya, Antonio 

Martinez, Felix 

do 

Martin, Sebastian 

Madrid, Roquo 

do 

Montoya, Autonio 

Madrid, Roane 

Mon toy a. Salvador 

Martin, Francisco 

Moraga, Antonio de 

Martin, Manuel 

Mt*ndoza, Gonzalo Hoyo de 

Montoya, Cleinente 

Miaquia, Francisco de 

Moraga, Antonio de 

Montoya, Andrea 

Monteadeoca, Pedro 

Moutea, Vigil Francisco 

Montoya, Antonio 

Martin, Francisco 

Madrid, Lorenzo 

Martinez, Antonio 

Martin, Cristobal 

Martinez. Josefa 

Mestaa, Francisco de 

Martin, Antonio 

Medina, Juan Lorenzo de 

Martin, Miguel 

Martin, Sebastian 

Montoya, Josefa 

Montoya, Salvador 

Marques. Diego 

Monies Vigil, Gertrudis 

Martin, Cristobal 

Montafio, Joae 

Montoya, Jose Francisco 

Martin, Geronimo, Martin, Ygna- 

cio Mansanares, Pascual Man- 

zanarea, Tornaa. 

Martin, Jacinto 

Mestaa, Ventura 

Martinez, Felix 

Mestaa, Franciaco Xavier 

Martin. Francisco 

Martin, Geronimo 

Medina, Maria M 

Montoya, Andres 

Maese, C atari oa 

Montoya, Antonio 

Martin, Jacinto 

Martiu, Margarita 

Menchero, Juau Miguel 

Martinez. Salvador 

Mestaa, Ventura 

Mart J n, Antouio j*. 

Martinez, Francisco 



Nature of document. 



Suit 

Grant 

do 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Grant 

Conveyance 

List of families •• 

do 

Letter 

Proclamation relative to 

Grant 

do 

do 

Compromise 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Suit 

do 

Conveyance 

Compromise 

Conveyance 

Suit 

do 

Conveyance 

Grant 

Will 

do 

do 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Gift 

Grant 

do 

Will 

Grant 

Suit 

Gift 

do. 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Conveyance 

Gift 

WU1 

do 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Conveyance 

do 

Grant 



do. 



Suit 

Inventory of real estate 

Gift 

Suit 

Revocation 

Conveyance 

Will 

Grant 

Will 

Grant 

Inventory of estate. 

Petition 

Ejectment 

Suit 

do 

Conveyance 



County. 



Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

A D °' 

San Miguel. 
Do. 



Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Da 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santo Fe. 
Taos. 

Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 



Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 
Rio Arriba. 

Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Do. 



• With reported No. 47. 
b With reported No. 115. 
e With reported No. 118. 



dWith reported No. 116. 
a See No. 624. 
/Revoked. 



^ See No. 518. 
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No. 



645 
646 
647 
648 
649 
650 
651 
652 
653 
654 
655 
656 
657 
658 
659 
660 
661 
662 
663 
664 
665 



668 

660 
670 
671 
672 
673 
674 
675 
676 
6677 
678 
679 
680 
691 



684 

<Z685 

686 

687 

688 

689 

<690 

JW1 



694 
695 
696 
697 
698 
699 
700 
701 
702 
703 
704 
705 
706 
707 
708 
709 
710 
711 
712 
713 
714 
715 
716 
717 



6 




fc 




9 




> 




2 


u 


t 




< 


H 


536 


1750 


537 


1750 


538 


1751 


539 


1751 


540 


1751 


541 


1752 


542 


1752. 


543 


1752 


544 


1753 


546 


1753 


546 


1753 


547 


1753 


548 


1754 


549 


K54 


550 


1755 


55t 


1755 


552 


1758 


553 


1757 


554 


1758 


555 


1759 


556 


1761 


5.>7 


1762 


558 


1763 


559 


1763 


560 


1764 


561 


1764 


562 


1761 


503 


1764 


664 


1764 


565 


1764 


566 


1765 


567 


1766 


568 


1764 


569 


1766 


570 


176ft 


571 


1766 


572 


1707 


573 


1767 


574 


1767 


575 


1767 


576 


1767 


577 


1767 


578 


1767 


579 


1767 


580 


17H7 


581 


176* 


582 


17tW 


583 


176K 


584 


I76S j 


585 


1768 


586 


1768 1 


587 


i769 


588 


1769 


589 


1769 


590 


1771 


591 


1771 , 


592 


1772 


693 


1774 


594 


1774 


595 


I7MI 


596 


1785 


204 


1786 


597 


1786 


598 


1789 


599 


1793 


464 




600 




601 




602 


.... 


608 


1800 


604 


1804 


605 


1808 


006 


1809 



Name. 



Martin, Rosa 

Martin, Pedro 

do 

Montoya, Josefa 

Martin, Antonio 

Mestas, Cristobal 

Mestas, Ventura 

Martin, Marcos 

Mora, Manuel 

Martin, Manuel 

Martin, Miguel 

Medina, Jose de 

Marquez, Bartolome 

Marques, Diego 

Marquez, Bartolome 

Mifion, Jose 

Morrno, Jone 

Martin, Iaidro 

Maya, Lucas 

Montano, Urbano 

Maldonado, Jose 

Mostas Joaquin 

Martin, Manuel 

Martin. Gertrudis 

Madrid, Cristobal 

Mat tin, Jose 

Mestas, Joaquin 

Martin, Simon 

Meat as, Mai eo 

Martin, Francisco , 

Martin, Antonio 

Mares, Nicolas , 

Martin, Juan Pablo 

Montoya, Joaefa 

Madrid, Antonio 

Montoya. Miguel Santiago 

Martin, Juan Francisco 

Montano. Juan Bantiata 

Montoya, Nerio Antonio 

Mova, Manuel .' 

Montoya, Santiago 

Maldonado, Jose 

Martinez. Vicente 

Madrid, Cristobal 

Marquez. Bartolome 

Mestas, Joaquin 

Miera, Bernardo de 

Montoya, Nerio Antonio 

Montoya, Pauline 

Madrid, To mas 

Maese, Jose 

Martin, Maria , 

Manzanares, Manuel 

do 

Martinez. Monica 

Maese, Ysidro 

Martin, San Gil Marcial 

Mares, J*»s6 

Martin. Vicente 

Madrid, Tomas 

Mestas, Josefa , 

Montoya, Bartolome 

Miera, Anacleto 

Maldonado, Jo*e , 

Martin, Viviana 

Martin, Manuel. seat 

Martin. Juan Francisco 

Miranda. Francisco Xavler de . 

Maese, Maria Micaela 

Montoya Pauline 

Mares. Manuel 

Mlrable, Miguel 

Martin, Juan Manuel 



Nature of document. 



Will 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Suit 

do 

Conveyance 

do 

Gift 

Conveyance 

Will 

Conveyance 

— do 

do 

do 

Gift / 

Will 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

do 

Grant 

Gift 

Inventory of estate 

Will 

Conveyance . . 

do 

do 

Will 

do 

Conveyance 

Will 

Grant 

Will 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Will 

Petition for land 

Conveyance 

do 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

Will 

Conveyance 

Grant 

do 

do 

do 

Conveyance 

do 

Will 

Conveyance 

.. do 

Distribution of estate. . 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Gift 

Will 

do 

do 

Suit 

Petition 

Will 

Gift 

Petition 

Will 

Tltledeeda 

Suit 

do 

Will 

Petition 

Compromise 



County. 



a See No. 581. 

b With leported, No. 131. 

e Not granted. 



dtftth reported. No. 100. 
eWith reported No. 97. 
/With reported, No. 98. 



oWlth reported 
A With File No. 



Santa Fe. 
Taos. 

Rio Arriba. 
Sanla Fe. 
Bio Arriba. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba 
S.wta Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arribl. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Valencia. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Da 

Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Santa F6. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Bemallilo. 
San Miguel. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe, 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

No. 118. 
185. 
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Nature of document. 



County. 



758 I 

759 ! 



rtm 



007 { 1810 Marquez, Maria 
1810 Montoyo, Jose . 

Martin. Maria Viviana 

Montana, Juana Barbara 

Madrid, Antonio Xavier 

Martin, J*edro 

Montoya, Maroial 

Martinez, Diego Antonio . 

Martin, Manuel — 

Mirabal, Maria Nieves.... 

Montoya, Pablo 

do 

Martin, Jose Antonio 

Madrid, Jose Ygnacio 

Martinez. Jose 

Martin, Jose Antonio 

Martines, Fernando 

Montoya, Mariano 

Madrid, Bernardo, heirs of 

Martinez, Juan Jeans 

Montoya, Maria Gertrudls 

Montoya! Pablo 

Montes, Jose Victorino . . . 

Miranda, Guadalupe 

do | 

Mora, town of I 

Mascarefkas, Miguel I 

do I 

Montoya, Felipe | 

Martinez. Margarita | 

Manuelitas I 

Martinet, Chaffrc 

Montoya, Juan Jose 

Marqnez, Bartolome 

Montoya. Salvador, and five others. 

Madrid, Matias and Jose 

Mora, town of 

Maese, Juan de Dios, et al 

Mining regulations 

Mauriqne, Jose 

Melgar«!t. Faeuudo .'. 

Mogollon. Juan Ignaelo Flore 8 

Mestas, Ventura and Antonio 

Memoranda, book of 

Mestas, Ylaria 

Melgares. Don Facundo 

Mestas, Pedro Antonio 

Marqnez y M elo, Don Manuel 

Memorandum, book of 

Melgares, Governor Facundo 

Miranda. Guadalupe 

Nieto, Cristobal 

Nieto, Simon 

Nava, Maria de ^ 

Nufies, Tomas 

Noriega, Juan Garcia de 

Naranjo, Jose Antonio j 

Nieto. Francisoo ' 

Nutrias, Las, settlers of { 

Navarro, Francisco Trebal 

Nutrias, town of | 

New Spain, inhabitants of » 

New Mexico I 

do 

Narbona, Governor Antonio 

Ogasna. Magdalena 

Ortiz. Nicolas 
do 

1074 ! 1714 j. do 

1075 I 1719 Olgnin, Antonio 

1076 I 1731 • Ontiberos, Josefa de 

1*77 ! 1735 do 

M78 I 1742 i Ortiz, Nicolas 



645 



Suit 

Petition 

Title deeds 

Suit 

Will 

Inventory of estate 

Petition 

Complaint 

Grant 

do 

8uit 

Grant 

Suit 

do 

Confirmation of grant. . . 

Suit 

Petition 

do 

Suit 

Protest 

Will 

Suit 

Grant 

do 

Report 

Distribution of Land 

Grant 

do , 

do 

Trespass 

Titles concerning lands 

Petition 

do 

do 

Grant 

do 

List of settlers 

Copy of grant 

Copy 

Letter 

Aloalde's fees 

Certificate 

Law suit 

Matters of government 

Suit 

Letter 

Will 

Petition 

On report 

O.hVial letter 

do 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Gift ' 

Conveyance 1 

do ' 

Trespass 

Copartnership 

Petition 

Will 

Grant ' 

Proclamation 

Description of 1 

Keport by the governor . 

Petition to 

Title deeds I 

Conveyance 

do , 

Gift 

Conveyance 

Trespass 

Grant j 

do ' 



Bio Arriba, 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 

Da 
Santo Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
San Miguel. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do, 
San Miguel. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 
San Miguel. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 

Dona Ana. 
Mora. 
Taos. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
San Miguel. 
Santo Fe. 
San Miguel. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Mora. 
San Miguel. 

Bernalillo. 
Texas. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Santa Fe. 

Do. 



Bernalillo. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santo Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 
Valencia. 



Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 



a With reported No. 41. b With reported No. 32. 



eWlth reported No. 7. d Revoked. 
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No. 



701 
792 
708 
704 
705 
706 
707 
708 
700 
800 
801 
802 
803 
804 
805 
806 
807 
808 

o800 
810 
811 
812 
813 
814 
815 
816 

6817 
818 

<*10 

820 
<Z821 
822 
6823 
824 
825 
.826 
827 
828 

820 
830 
831 



887 



840 
841 
842 
848 
844 
845 
846 
847 
848 
840 
850 
851 



855 
856 

857 
858 
850 
860 
861 



t 

1 



1070 
647 
648 
048 
650 
651 
652 
653 
654 
655 
656 
657 
658 
650 
660 
661 
662 
663 
664 
665 
666 
667 



Name. 



Nature of document. 



County. 



Ortiz. Nicolas 

do 

Ortiz, Francisco... 
Olguin. Bartolome . 

Ojo Caliente 

Ortega. Tomaa de . 
Ortiz, Toribio 



Suit SantaFe. 

Will Do. 

do Do. 

Grant ; Taos. 

Resettlement \ Do. 

Conveyance j Santa Fe\ 

Petition i Do. 



1836 
1845 
1846 
1819 



1816 
660 i 1824 
670 , 1824 
671 
672 
673 
674 

675 

676 

677 

727 

802 
1081 
1087 
1106 
1141 

1212 
678 
670 
680 
681 
082 
683 
684 
685 
686 
687 



1742 
1742 
1740 
1751 
1753 
1758 
1760 

1767 Ortega, Tomas de Conveyance , Do. 

1768 • Olguin, Manuel ! Will I Bernalillo. 

1760 | Oflo Caliente, inhabitants '. Proceedings , Tans. 

1760 j Ojo Caliente ; do 

1760 Ortega, Lucia Suit 

1776 Ortega, Francisco ! Conveyance 

1781 Ortega, Antonio Will 

1782 I Ortega, Fraucisco de do 

1785 Ortega, Antonio do 

Oitiz, Antonio Jose I do 

1789 : Ortiz, Miguel Conveyance 

1703 , Ojo Caliente. town of | Grant 

1805 ' Ortega. Vivian de Conveyance 

1815 | Ortiz, Feliciana Will 

Ortiz, Mat Us Complaint.. 

Ortiz, Jose Vicente j Suit 

Ortiz. Ygnacio Petition .... 

do Grant 

1825 ' Ortega. Andrew ' Petition .... 

1831 ; Ortiz! Juan Rafael I .... do 

1833 do Grant 

1833 Ortiz, Jose Francisco, and Ignacio do 

Cano. 

Ortiz, Juan Felipe Petition .... 

Otero, Juan [ Grant 

Otero, Antonio Jose Suit 



1810 
1602 
1846 
1713 



Ortiz, Antonio . 

Ortiz, Marcelino 

Ortiz, Fiancisco 

Ofiate, Juan de 

Ordinances, municipal . 
Ortega, Tiburcio de 



600 

601 

602 

603 

582 

694 

605 

606 

607 

608 

609 

700 ] 

701 

702 i 

708 

704 

705 ; 

706 I 
707 
708 I 



1821 j Ortega, Andres 

1700 I Palomino, Tomas 

Pacheco. Silvestro 

Perea, Maria de 

Padilla, Diego de 

Pineda, Juan de la Moro.. 

Pacheco, Antonio 

Padilla, Diego 

do 

Pacheco, Juan 

Pacheco. J uan Jose 

Puorco River 

Pacheco, Marcos 

Pacheco, Juan 

Paso. El, town of 

Puerco River, settlers of . 

Padilla, Francisco 

Padilla, Pedro 

Puerco River, lands on... 

Padilla, Jose 

Pacheco, Jose 

1786 | Perea, Eugenio 

1792 ' Padillaa. Juana 

Pefia, Jose de la 

Pino, heirs of 

Padilla, Jose Ulbaldo 

Padilla, Jos6 Antonio 

Pefia, Joan de Dios 

Padilla, Jose Martin 

do 

Perez, Jose Miguel 

Pino, Juan Esteban 



1708 
1715 
1718 
1722 
1720 
1733 
1736 
1736 
1753 
1753 
1755 
1763 
1765 
1767 
1767 
1768 
1768 
1768 
1771 



1809 
1811 
1814 
1814 
1817 
1818 
1818 
1819 



1824 ! do. 



Grant 

do 

do 

Letters-patent to . 



Do. 
SantaFe. - 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba, 
SantaFe. 

Do. 
San Miguel. 
Valencia. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa FA 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 



Do. 
Valencia. 

Do. 
SanMlgueL 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 



Bernalillo. 



Compliance with an or- 
der. 

Will | 

Conveyance Santa Fe. 

do Do. 

Will I Do. 

Grant ! Bernalillo. 

Conveyance Santa Fe. 

... do Rio Arriba. 

Suit , Bernalillo. 

Will I SautaFe. 

Suit Rio Arriba. 

do I Do. 

Grant : Bernalillo. 

Conveyance ' Santa Fe. 

do Rio Arriba. 

Suit {Dona Ana. 

Trespass Bernalillo. 

Conveyance ; Santa Fe. 

Grant Valencia. 

Petition for Bernalillo. 



a With reported No. 77. 
6 Refused. 



c With reported No. 42. 
d With reported No. 106. 



Petition . 

Suit 

.. do 

Petition 

do 

Communication 

Petition 

Suit 

Petition 

Inventory of estate 

do.! 

Grant 

Suit 

Protest of corporation. 



Valencia. 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe*. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Socorro. 

Do. 
San MirueL 
Santa Fe*. 

Da 
Taos. 
Santa Fe\ 
SanMlgueL 



« With file No. 102. 
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Name. 



County. 



Perea, Maria Manaela 
Perea, Pedro Jose 
Pratt, George R 
Padilla, Diego... 
Pino, J nan Esteban 
Provencio, Francisco 
Perea, Nicolosa. 
Padilla, Rafael 
Padilla, Diego 
Puerco River Settlement 

Pinto, Roane de 

Palace building 

Petroz deCrnzate 

Palace building . . 

Political chief of New Mexico 

Political Econ»my 

Political chief 

Proclamation 



880 


716 


1718 


881 


717 


1730 


882 


la.* 


1746 , 


883 


718 


1749 1 


884 


719 


1761 j 


885 


720 


1765 1 


886 


721 


1769 


887 


722 


1769 


888 


723 


1774 


889 


724 


1827 


800 


725 


1836 ' 


891 


72« 


1844 


892 


9 


1716 


893 


728 


I68i 


894 


729 


1697 


895 


730 


1697 


898 


731 


1701 


897 


732 


1701 


■898 


733 


1704 


899 


734 


1704 


900 


735 


1705 


901 


736 


1710 


902 


737 


1712 


903 


738 


1712 t 


904 


739 


1713 • 


905 


740 


1716 


900 


741 


1716 


•07 


742 


1719 


908 


743 


1721 


909 


744 


1721 


910 


745 


1723 


911 


746 


1727 


912 


747 


1728 


913 


748 


1729 


914 


749 


1731 


915 


750 


1732 


916 


751 


1733 


917 


752 


1736 


918 


753 


1736 


919 


754 


1736 


920 


755 


1736 i 


921 


756 


1738 1 


922 


757 


1738 1 


923 


758 


1742 1 


924 


759 


1742 | 


925 


760 


1743 i 


926 


761 


1744 I 


927 


762 


1744 


928 


763 


1744 J 


929 


764 


1744 1 


930 


335 


1744 


(31 


765 


1745 


962 


769 


1750 ! 


933 


767 


1750 ' 


934 


768 


1750 


935 


769 


1750 




Quirofl, Diego Arias de 

do 

Quintana, Luis 

Queraada, Pueblo 

Quelites, town of 

do ... 

Quintana, Manuel 

(Quintana, Lionicio 

' u in tana, Jos6 

uintana, Miguel 

luintana, Teodocio 

C luintana, Maria de los Angeles. . . 

Quejo*a, Francisco 

Ruiz, Clara 

Rodriguez. Sebastian 

do 

Rodelo, Juan 

Riva, Miguel Garcia de la 

Real de Aguilar, Alfonso 

Rodriguez, Pedro Felipe 

Roibal, Ygnaciode 

Ramos, Ursula 

Rios, Juana de los 

Rodriguez, Lorenzo 

Rael de Agular, Alfonso 

Romero, Santiago 

Romero, Francisco Javier 

Romero, Santiago 

Reudon, Francisco 

Rael, Alonzo 

Roibnl de Ygnacio. 



Rael de Iguilar, Alfonso 

Reudon, brancisco 

Ret>fio, Jose de 

Rivera, Juan Felipe de 

Rome»*o, Juan Jose 

Romero, Matias 

Romero, Nicolas 

Romero, Juan Maria . 

Roibal, Ygnacio, etal 

Romero, Diego . 



Rodriguez, Juan 

Rodriguez, Melchion 

Riano, Jos6 de 

Romero, Diego 

do 

Roda y Carrillo, Francisco 

Riano, Joae 

Roda y Carrillo, Francisco 

'.[Y/.&l.'.y.' *;;*".".'.".";!.*.""";;;: 

Rael de Aguilar, Alfonso 

Romero, Juan de Dies 

Ramos, Manuel 

do 

Rael de Aguilar, Alfonso, heirs of. . . 



Complaint 
Grant... 
Petition 
"Will 
Suit 
Grant 
Trespass 
Conveyance 
Petition 
Grant- 
Inventory of papers 

Letters 

Orders, &c 

Letter 

do 

Pamphlet 

Letter 

Ordering building of 

houses in Santa Fe. 

Conveyance 

do 

Suit 

Petition 

Grant 

Suit 

Conveyance 

do 

Suit 

Conveyance ^ 

Repurt on petition 

Conveyance 

do 

Trespass 

Conveyance 

. . do 

Will 

Conveyance 

Graut 

Will 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

do 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Snit 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Gift 

Conveyance 

do 

Snit 

Distribution of estate .. 

Will 

Conveyance 

Suit 

Will 

DiHtribution of estate . . 

Gift 

luventory of estate 

Gift 

do 

do 

Will 

Conveyance 

do 

Will 

Grant 



Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Socorro. 
Rio Arriba. 
Valoncia. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 
Santa Pe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Da 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Taos. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Taos. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa F6. 
Taos. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 



oWith reported No. 81. 
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No. 



987 
988 
939 
940 
941 
942 
943 
944 
945 
946 
947 
948 
949 
950 
951 
952 
963 
954 
955 
956 
957 
958 
959 
960 
961 
962 
963 
964 
965 
966 
967 



Name. 



968 I 801 
802 



1753 
1754 
1755 
1755 
1755 
1762 
1762 
1764 
1764 
1764 
1765 
1765 
1765 
1766 
1766 
1767 

i 1768 

! 1768 
1769 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1771 
1771 
1771 
1772 
1772 
1772 

| 1775 
1775 

I 1778 
1814 
1815 



970 
971 
972 
973 
974 
975 
976 
977 
978 
979 
980 

981 : 

982 , 

983 I 

984 I 



615 
803 
804 
805 
806 
807 
808 
60 
809 
810 
811 
812 
813 
814 
815 



985 


967 , 


986 


1165 


987 


1207 


988 


816 


«989 


817 


990 


818 


991 


819 


992 


820 


993 


821 


994 


822 


995 


823 


996 


824 


997 


825 


998 


826 


999 


827 


1000 


828 


41001 


829 


1002 


830 


1003 


831 


1004 


832 


1005 


833 


1006 


834 


1007- 


835 


1008 


836 


1009 


837 


1010 


838 



1820 
1823 
1824 
1824 
1824 
1825 
1825 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1829 
1830 
1834 
1844 
1846 
1745 
1817 

1780 
1692 
1696 
1696 
1699 
1699 
1701 
1703 
1704 
1707 
1710 
1710 
1711 
1713 
1714 
1715 
1715 
1715 
1716 
1716 
1718 
1723 
1725 
1725 



788 


1769 


789 


1769 


790 


1770 


791 


1771 


792 


1771 


793 


1771 


794 


1771 


795 


1772 


796 


1772 


797 


1772 



Roibal, Marin de 

Romero, Juan de Dios 

Rivera, Salvador Mateaade 

Roibal, Santiago 

Rael Aguilar, Alfonso 

Rivera, Antonio 

Romero, J nana 

Roibal, Toraas 

Romero, Francisco Xavter 

Rodriguez. Francisco Xavier 

Romero, Pedro 

Romero, Fiaucisco 

Rael de Aguilar, Nicolas 

Romero, Maria 

Rodriguez, Manuel 

Rod riguez. Vicente. 

Romero, Maria Rosalia 

Rodriguez. Isidro 

Rivera, Jose Miguel 

Romero, Juan Bautista - 1 

Roibal, Jnaua 

Romero, Pedro, et al 

Romero, Miguel 

Rivera, Juan Felipe de 

Rodriguez, Vicente 

Rod riguez. Man uel 

Rodriguez. Vicente 

Rodriguez. Marcos 

Romero, Domingo 

Romero, Miguel . . A . . 

Roybal, Manuela 

Romero, Pablo Antonio .... 

Red River 

Roibal, Vicente 

Romera, Pablo 

Rivera, Maria Luisa 

Romero, Joa£ Guadalupe 

Romero, Pablo, et al , 

Rivera, Miguel 

do 

do 

Rinbal, R ifael, and Jose Maria — 

Rivera, Manuel 

Rodriguez, Jose 

Rodriguez, Mariano 

Romero, Jos6 Guadalupe ■ 

Roubidoux, Antonio 

Romero, Jose Dolores 

Ramirez, Jorge 

Romero, Juan Jose 

Reward for arrest of the traitor 
Mina. 

Rael, Jose Pablo 

Santa Fe, corporation of 

Santa Cruz, town of — 

do 

Silva, Antonio de 

do 

Sandoval, Pedro de 

Sanchez, Jacinto 

San Juan, church of 

Sanchez, Bartolome 

Sena, Bernardino de 

do 

Sanchez, Bartolome 

Sanchez, Pedro 

Salazar. Antonio de 

Soma, Cristobal de la 

Santisteban, Salvador de 

Serrano, Domingo Martin 

Sanchez, Bartolome 

do 

Selorga, Maria de 

Sena, Benardlno 

..do 

Sals, Agustin 



Nature of document. 



Conveyance 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Gift 

Will 

Conveyance 

Will 

Conveyance 

Suit 

win 

Grant 

Inventory of estate 

Conveyance 

8uit 

Conveyance 

do 

Suit 

Conveyance 

Will 

Conveyance 

Will 

Grant 

Will 

Distribution of estate. . . 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Will 

Conveyance 

Inveutory of estate 

Will ... 

Petition 

Grunt 

do 

do 

Will 

Petition 

do 

do 

Grant 

Suit 

Confirmation of grant 

Grant 

Petition 

Report 

do 

Conveyance 

Suit 

do 

Division 



County. 



a With file No. 174. 



Wi!l 

Petition to 

Grant .* 

Petition 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

Grant 

Suit 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Gift 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Grant 

do 

Conveyance •• 

do 

Grant 

Suit 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Inventory of estate. . . 

©With Ale No. 19k 



Santo Fe. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 
Valencia. 
Taos. 
Santa F6. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa F6. 
Valencia. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Taos. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Valencia. 
Rio Arriba. 
San Miguel. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Taos. 
Santa F6. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Taos. 



Dona Ana. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 
Santa Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba., 
Taos, 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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No. 



6 



je. 
2 



1011 
1012 
1013 
1014 
1015 
1016 
1017 
1018 
1019 
1020 
1021 
1023 
1033 
1024 

1025 : 

1026 , 
1027 
1028 
1029 
1030 i 
1081 
1082 
1088 ' 
1084 j 
1835 
1886 ! 
1087 j 
1888 
1088 
1840 • 
1041 ' 
1842 ; 
1848 . 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 



1851 
1852 
1058 
1854 
105ft 
•1050 
1057 
1858 
1859 
1080 
1061 
1862 



1067* 



tm 

1872 
2878 
1674 
1675 
1676 
1677 
1678 
1679 



1682 



839 
840 
841 
842 
843 
844 
845 
846 
847 
848 
849 
850 
851 
852 
853 
854 
855 
858 
857 
858 
859 
880 
851 
862 
85J 
864 
865 
888 
897 
868 
869 
870 
871 
872 
873 
874 
875 
878 
877 
878 
879 
880 
881 



884 

885 
886 

887 



890 
891 
892 
883 
894 
895 
896 
897 



901 
902 
908 
904 
906 
908 
907 
908 
909 
910 
911 
912 
918 



Name. 



1728 

1729 

1733 

1734 

1735 

1739 

1745 

1746 

1746 

1748 

1750 

1751 

1752 i 

1753 

1753 

1753 

1755 

1758 

1758 

1756 

1756 

1758 

1768 

1760 

1763 

1763 

1763 

1764 

1766 

1766 

1767 

1768 

1768 

1768 

1769 

1769 

1769 

1770 

1776 

1772 

1772 

1770 

1785 

1794 

1795 

1798 

1797 

1799 

1799 

1803 

1812 

1815 

1817 

1821 

1822 

1822 

1822 

1823 

1823 

1824 

1824 

1824 

1824 

1825 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1832 

1832 

1882 

1833 

1835 

1835 



1842 



Sanchez, Antonio Felix Conveyance . 

Sena, Bernardino de do 

Silva, Francisco Suit 

Sanchez, Malta do 

Sanchez, Jose • do — 

Santistevan, Antonio de Conveyance . 

8alae,Jose Suit 

Sans, de Garazu, Mannel Conveyance . 

Serrano, Miguel Martin Salt 

Sandia, mission of Grant 

Salazar, Antonio Conveyance. 

Sena. Sebastinna de do ....... 

Sandoval, Antonio I do 

Saez, Francisco Gift 



Nature of document 



Sandoval, Gregorio 

Sena, Maria Francisco de . 
Sandoval, Miguel de Bios . 
Slanero, Jnana . 



Sandoval, Felipe de I Gift 



do.. 

Conveyance . 
Will 

do 



Conveyance . 

do 

Will 

Conveyance . 
do. 



do. 

...do 

Sena, Bernardino de.. 
Sandoval, Andres de 

Sena, Antonio de 

Sena, Maria Francisco de I Inventory of estate . 

Sanchez, Francisco i Suit 

Sena, Toman Antonio Grant 

Segura, Simon j Will 

Sauz de Garbizn, Jnana de la Cruz.' Gift 

Sandoval, Antonio de j do 

Sabinal, inhabitants of < Petition 

Serrano, Pedro Martin j Will 

Sandoval. Julian de Suit 

Salazar, Pablo and Cristobal Petition .... 

Salazar, Jose Conveyance 

do j do 

Sanchez, Jacinto do 

Sanchez. Pedro Ignacio • do 

Salazar, Francisco Pablo de j Petition 

Sanchez, Juan Cristobal | Suit 

Sena, Maese Bernardo Conveyance.. 

Saez, Antonio j Will 

Silva. Juan Joae I Conveyance. 

Salazar, Antonio de I Petition 

Santa Cruz | Suit 

San Fernando, settlers of Possession . 



County. 



Trespass. 

Will 

Conveyance. 
Possession . 



Sandoval, Felipe 

Sanchez, Joe6 Manuel. 



Silva, Juan Jose . 

Sena, Ma ti as 

Sals, Agustin 

San Jose del Bado 

Segura, Juan Conveyance. 

Silva, Maria Polon la Suit 

Socorro, inhabitants of Execution of grant 

Santa Fe, corporation of Refusal to grant land .. 

Sandoval. Matias Grant 

Sena, Rafael do 

do 

Trespass 

Petition 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Proceedings relative to 

Conveyance 

Lease 



Salaices, Jos6 

Sena, Miguel and Felipe 

Samora, Jose Rafael, and 25 others 

San Miguel, inhabitants of 

Sandoval, Antonio 

Sapello. settlement of 

Salazar, Jnan Damaso 

Sena, Antonio 

Santistevan, Alojando i Suit 

Sena, Mannel do 

Sena, Miguel and Felipe j Conveyance 

Sena, Miguel ....; Petition ... 



Sanchez, Guadalupe 

Sena, Miguel 

Sanchez, Rafael 

do 

Sanchez. Manuel 

Santa Fe, corporation of 

a With reported No. 125. 



Will. 

Trespass 

Suit 

Trespass 

Inventory of estate. 
Gift...... 



Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba, 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
8antaF6. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
Taos. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Socorro. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa F6. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Rio Arriba. 
Socorro. 
Valencia. 
Santo Fe. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Taos. 

Da 
Santa F6. 

Do. 
San Miguel. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Socorro. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo. 
San Miguel. 
Rio Arriba. 
San Miguel. 

Do. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Valencia. 
Santa F6. 

Do. 

Do 
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1095 920 1845 Sapello 



1845 
1845 
1846 
1810 
1846 
1813 
1837 
1715 
1840 
1845 
1825 
1826 
1700 
1700 
1701 
1701 
1702 



8arracf no, Joan Jose 

Sllva, Juan and Jose 

Sena. Antonio 

Sandoval, Francisco 

Sandoval, Diego 

Sandoval. Francisco 

Sapello. settlement of — 
Santa Fe, corporation of . 



Nature of document 



Scolly, John 

Sanchez, Felipe 

Saen*. Juan, et al 

Salcedo, Nemesio 

Secretary of supreme government . 

Spaniard and other subjects 

Settlements 

Santa Fe, corporation of 

San Pedro 

Santo Domingo, domarkation of . . . . 

Sanchez, Roman 

Sena, Matias 

Trnjilio, Mateo 

...:.Ao ... 

Trnjilio, Diego 

Trnjilio, Joan 

do 



1703 rTnjjino,"Diego,"«ial*! 



1703 
1707 
1709 
1712 
1713 
1715 
1716 
1716 
1718 
1718 
1719 
1722 
1724 
1724 
1725 
1725 
1727 
1728 
1729 
1730 
1731 
1732 
1733 
1734 
1734 
1735 
1739 



Trnjilio, Mateo . 

Tenorio, Miguel 

Trnjilio, Paacual 

Trujlllo, June ... 

Tru]illo, Mateo . f 

Torres. Nicolas de 

Tamaris. Felipe de 

Tenorio de Alma. Miguel.. 

Tafoya, Cristobal 

Tafova, Antonio 

Trujlllo, Juan 

Tafoya, Altamea 

Tafoya, Juan and Antonio. 

Torres, Cristobal 

do 

Trujlllo, Baltaaar 

Tafoya, Maria de 

Tafoya, Leogarda 

Tenorio del Alna. Manuel . 
Tafoya, Juan and Antonio. , 

Torres, Diego 

Trujlllo, Baltazar 

Tafoya. Juan and Antonio. 

Tamaris, Felipe 

Trujillo. Bartolome 

Torres, Jose Antonio de . ... 
Tome . 



1739 i Tenorio, Cayetano . 



Petition 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do , 

Grant 

do 

Decision relative to land . 

Petition for land in rear 
of palace. 

Refusal to grant to for- 
eigners. 

Petition 

Conveyance 

Grant , 

...do 

Mining matters 

Copy of decrees 

Letter 

Grant 

Petition 

Statistical information • 

Will 

do 

Conveyance 

do 

Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

Suit 

do 

Conveyance , 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Grant 

Conveyance 

Will 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

Grant 

Petition .... 

Will 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

do 

Grant 

Petition 

Conveyance 

Petition , 

Compromise 

Grant 

do 

«....do 

Conveyance 

do 

do 

do 



County. 



Trujillo, Bernardino 

Tafoya, Antonio 

Trujillo, Bernardino. 

Tafoya. Felipe i Petition 

Tapi'a, Tomas Grant 

Tagle. Jose de Riafio Will 

do j Distribution of estate 

Turrieta, Jose M. de, and others. . . Petition 

Terms, Jose 

Tafova. Cristobal, and others 

TruiHlo, Lugardo 

Trujlllo, Pedro Antonio 

Trujlllo, Manuel . 

Tru lllo, Cristobal 

Trujillo, Bias 

Trujillo, Antonio 

Tenorio, Teresa 



Trampaa, Las, settlement of | Grant. 



Will 

Division of land.. 

Will 

Conveyance , 

Division of estate . 

Conveyance 

do , 

do 

do 



a With reported No. 8. 
6 With reported No. 109. 
e Not granted. 



d With reported Na. 
t With.reported No. 



SanMigneL 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Taos. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Taos. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
SanMigneL 
Santa Fe. 

Do, 



Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 
Taos. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Taos. 

Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 
Rio Arriba, 

Do. 
Valencia, 
Santa Fa. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Taoa. 

Rio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 

Do. 
Santa Fe. 

Do, 
Taoa. 
2. 

r. 
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T>.—Lut of document* relating to grants of land, $c. — Continued. 



No. 



e 

l< , 



Name. 



Nature of document. 



U60 
1161 
1162 
1163 
1164 
1166 
1166 
1167 
1168 
1169 
1170 
1171 
1173 
1173 
1174 
1175 
41176 
1177 
1178 
1179 
1180 
1181 
1182 
1183 
1184 
1186 
1186 
1187 
1188 
U8f 
1180 
Ufl 
1193 
1193 
81194 
•1196 
1196 
1197 
1198 
1199 
1300 
1301 
1302 
1303 
1304. 
1305 
1806 

1310 
1311 
1313 
1313 
1314 1 
131S, 
1316 , 
1317 

1318 ' 

1319 ! 
1330; 

41331 
1332 



976 
977 
978 
979 
980 
981 
982 
983 
984 
985 
986 
987 
988 
989 
990 
991 
199 



907 



1386 
1336 
13K7 

% 

1330 
UB1 



1000 
464 

1001 
1092 
1003 
1004 
1006 
1006 
1007 
1008 
1009 
1010 
1011 
1012 
1018 
1014 
1016 
1016 
1084 
1108 
1116 
1174 
1188 
1204 
1017 
1018 
1010 
1030 
1021 
1022 
1023 
1034 
1025 
1026 
1027 
1028 
1029 
1030 
1031 
1082 
1033 
1084 
1035 
1086 
1087 
1008 
1089 
1040 
1041 
1042 



1753 Trujillo, Bartolome 

1753 Torres, Jose 

1753 ... do 

1755 Tenorio, Josefa 

1757 Ttujllio. Gertrudis 

1758 Tafoya, Felipe de 

1758 Tafoya, Miguel 

1759 Trujlllo, Francisco 

1759 Tafoya, Joan de 

1761 t Tafoya, Juan 

1763 I ...do 

1763 i Torres, Marcial 

1768 I Torres, Martin 

1764 l Tapia. Cristobal 

1765 Trujillo, C.Antonio 

1766 Sena, Domingo de 

1767 j Tafoya, Felipe 

1767 Tenorio deAlna, Miguel... 

1769 Teyes, Manuel 

1770 Trujlllo, Maria Francisco... 

1771 Tafoya, Felipe 

1773 Trujillo, Manuel 

1780 Torres, CoyeUno 

1784 Tafoya, Antonio 

1786 Troncoso, Vicente 

1780 Trujlllo, Jose Manuel 

1794 ! Trujillo, Bartolorae 

1794 I do , 

1801 J Trujillo, Jose and Mariano. 
1810 j Tenorio de Alna, Miguel... 

' Torres, Diego, et al 

1813 Trujillo, Francisco, et al. 

1813 -■••■- 

1814 

1810 

1824 

1827 

1827 

1827 

1829 

1833 

1839 ; 

1840 I 
1752 l 
1832 
1838 , 
1845 I 
1827 , 
1826 I 
1709 

1709 i 

1710 I 
1710 , 
1716 
1735 
1766 
1773 
1820 
1844 
1704 
1707 
1710 
1716 
1722 
1722 
1722 
1724 
1727 
1730 
1730 
1732 
1786 
1736 
1738 
1739 



County. 



TrujUlo, Francisco. 

do 

Tafoya, Ygnaoio. and others. 

Tecolote, town of 

Trujillo, Manuel 

Tafoya, Jose . 



Bio Arriba. 

Do. 
SantaFe. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
i Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
i Do. 

Do. 



Grant 

Conveyance 

do 

Gift 

Conveyance 

db 

do .\ 

do 

do 

do 

....do 

Inventory of estate < Rio Arr 

Conveyance I Santa F 

do ' Do. 

Division of land Do. 

Conveyance : Do. 

Grant ! Bernalillo. 

Conveyance... , Santa Fe. 

do Rio Arriba. 

Will . ... Taos. 

do Santa Fe. 

Conveyance Do. 

Inventory of estate ! Socorro. 

Will [ Santa Fe. 

Conveyance Do. 

WiU I Bio Arriba. 

Petition | Do. 

Suit i Bernalillo. 

do I Bib Arriba. 

do Santa Fe. 

Trespass I Bio Arriba. 

Petition ! San Miguel. 

Grant i Bio Arriba. 

Suit : Do. 

Grant i Bernalillo. 

do San Miguel. 

Suit I Socorro. 



do Bernalillo. 

Tafova, Gertrudis j do j Do. 

Trujillo, Jose Manuel ! Beport , Valencia. 

Talonio, Dolores Grant Santa Fe. 

Terms, Francisco Bacay , Petition Do. 

do ' Grant i Do. 

Tagle, Jose de Bustamente ! Inventory Do. 

Tierra, Amarilla Report on land • Rio Arriba. 

Tecolote Petition forgrant , San Miguel. 

Territorial deputation Proceedings of 

do , do , 

Torres, Francisco Antonio ; Will 

TTrribarri, Juan de Grant ! Bernalillo. 

do do SantaFe. 

do do Do. 

do do Bio Arriba. 

Urribarri, Antonio de i Trespass Do. 

do ; Grant Do. 

Unaime, Juan Cayetano de Conveyance SantaFe. 

Urban, Antonio.... 77. | WiU Do. 

Urioste, Toman ' ...do Do. 

Ulibarri, Jose Francisco Petition San Miguel. 

Vargas, Zapata Diego de Will SantaFe. 



Velasoo, Micaela de Conveyance 

Vigil, Francisco Montes Grant 

Vallejo, Juan Conveyance 

Valverde, Antonio de do . ... 

Velasquez. Francisco do 

Vargas. Sebastian de do 

Vigil, Pedro do 

Vigil, Domingo do 

Velazguez, Antonio do 

Vega y Baca, Miguel. Jose de la. do 

Vigil, Pedro Montes : do 

Vtano, Jose I Snit 

Vallegas, Leorgardo : do 

Velosco, Diego t Conveyance 

Velasquez, Manuel, etal Grant 



a With reported No. 99. 



*WithfiieNo96. 
d With reported No. 91. 



Do. 
Bernalillo. 
Santa Fe. 
Dona Ana. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 
Bio Arriba. 
Santa Fe. 

Do. 

Do. 
Rio Arriba. 
SantaFe. 
Bernalillo. 

Do. 
Bio Arriba. 
e With reported No. 7. 
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D. — List of documents relating to grants of land, fc. — Continued. 



No. 


© 

9 

1 


i 


Name. 


Nature of document. 


County. 


1235 


1043 
1044 
1045 
1046 
1047 
1048 
1049 
1050 
1051 
10.-.2 
1063 
1054 
1055 
1056 
1057 
1058 
1059 
1060 
1061 
1062 
1063 
1064 
1065 
1066 
1164 

1192 

1067 
1068 
1069 
1070 
1131 
1219 
1220 
1221 
1218 
1222 
1223 


1742 Valilez. Dom Intro 


Petition 


Santa Fe. 


1286 


1750 
1751 
1751 
1751 
1751 
1753 
1753 


Vigil, Manuel Gregorio 


Conveyance 


Rio Arriba 


1237 


VaTeho. Manuel . .7 




Do. 


1238 


Vigil, Francisco Monies 


do 


Do. 


1289 


Vigil, Juan Bautlsta 


do 


Da 


1240 


Valerio. Felix 


do 


Do. 


1241 


Villa Rael. Clara 


Inventory of estate 

Suit 


Taos. 


1242 


Valerio, Manuel 


Rio Arriba. 


1243 


1753 
1754 
1754 


Varela, Antonio 


Grant 

Will 

Grant 

Petition 


Bernalillo. 


1244 
al245 


V *■-" de 

V liontes 


Santa Fe. 
Taos. 


1246 


1754 
1762 
1762 
1765 
1766 


V 

V es 


Da 


1247 


Will 


Santa F6. 


1248 


V 

V [ontes 


Onn veyance 


Da 


1249 


Suit 


Do. 


1250 


V id Ignaoio 

V i..... 


Conveyance 


Rio Arriba. 


1251 


1772 
1780 
1784 
1790 
1814 
1815 
1824 
1825 
1815 
11809) 
?1818f 
1721 
1764 
1764 
1764 
1844 
1733 
1732 
1736 
1813 




Santa Fe. 


1252 


V 


Inventory of estate 

Will 


Rio Arriba. 


1253 


Vi 


Santa Fe. 


1254 


V nuel 


Grant 

Will 

Grant 


Rio Arriba* 


1255 


Vial, Pedro 


Santa Fe. 


1256 


Valverde, Jose Antonio 


Bernalillo. 


1257 


Vergara, Ygnacio Sanches ......... 


Petition 


Do. 


1258 


Valverde, Miguel 


Suit 


Rio Arriba. 


1259 




Possession of land 

Protest 


Bernalillo 


1260 


Vallecito, inhabitants of 


Rio Arriba. 


1261 


Zedano, Josefa 


Suit 


Santa Fe. 


1262 


Zamora. Jose 


Conveyance 


Rio Arriba. 


1263 


do 

do 

Zubia, Felix 


do 


Taos. 


1264 


do 


Do. 


1265 


Official letter 


Santa Fe 


1266 


Francisco de Jesus y Espejo 

Vigil, Francisco ...... 


Will 




1267 


do 




1268 


Martinez. Salvador 

Bustas, Juan Manuel 


Petition 




1269 


do 




1270 


Pacheco. Antonio 

Tejada, Dimas J iron de 


Will 




1271 


do 




1273 
1273 
1274 
1275 


1224 1733 

1225 

1226 1736 

1227 1 1733 

1 


Rojas. Felipe de 

Noriega, Juan Garcia de 

Almazau, Juan de Anaya 

Trujillo, Antonio 


Inventory of estate 

Will 

do 

Conveyance 


Santa Fe. 



a With reported No. 91. 

£. — A list of the captains-general, civil and military governors t political chiefs , <f-c, in 
authority in New Mexico under the governments of Spain and Mexico, as collected from 
the archives in the office of the United States surveyor-general at Santa Ft and from other 
reliable sources. 



Na 

1 
2 

3 

4 
5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
18 



Names of officers. 



Luis de Rosas 

General Arguello. 



General Concha 

Enrique de Abila y Pacheco 
Juan Frauoisco Freoenio . . . 



Antonio de Otermin 

Bartolome de Estrada Ram- 
irez. 

Domingo Jironza Petroz de 
Cruzate. 

Diego de Vargas Zapata Lu- 
jan Ponce de Leon. 

Gaspar de Sandoval Zerda 
Silva de Mendoza. 

Pedro Rodriguez Cubero — 

Francisco Fernandez de la 

Cueva Henriquez. 
Juan Paes Hurtado 



Rank. 



J iider. 



Not known | Spain. 

Governor and captain- ...do .. 
general. 

do do .. 

..do.. 
..do.. 



Not mentioned — . 

Governor and captain- 
general. 

do 

do 



.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 



do., 
.do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 

.do.. 



Period of service. 



Before 1640. 
1640. 

1650. 
1656. 
1675. 

1680. 1681, 1682. 1683. 
1683. 

1684, 1685, 1688, 1689. 

1692, 1693, 1694, 1695,1696,1686, 

1703, 1704. 
1694, 1695, 1722. 

1697, 1698, 1699, 1700, 1701, ITBt, 

1703. 
1703, 1706, 1707, 1708,1709,1710. 

1704, 1712, 1716, 1717, 1735. 
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E. — A Hstofthe oaptain$-ff*n*ral y tivil and military governors, fe. — Continued. 



Names of officers. 



Bank. 



Under. 



Period of service. 



Fr a ncieoo Cnerbo y Valdes. 

Joee Chacon Medina 8ala*ar 

7 Ylllasefior. 
Fernando de Aleneaster No* 

refiaySUva. 
Joan Ignacio Flores Mogol- 

Ion. 
Antonio Balverde Cossio . . . 

Felix Martines 

Jean de Betrada 7 Austria . 

Joan Domingo de Busta- 

mante. 
Oerraeio Crnsat y Gongora. 

HeuriquedeOlavideyMiohe- 



Oaspar Domingo de Men* 

dosa. 
Joaquin Codallos y Babal. . . 
Franciaeo Hnemes y Hor- 

casitae. 
Tomas Teles Caehnpin 



Francisco Antonio Marin 

del Vane. 
Manuel PortiDo TJrrisola . . . 
Pedro Fermin de Mendin- 

neta. 

Franeisoo Trebol Navarro.. 
Joan Bantista de Ansa . . . 
Fernando de la Concha 



Fernando Chaoon 

Joaquin del Beal Aleneaster. 
JoeeManriqne 

Nemeoio Saloedo 

Alberto Maynes 



Pedro Maria de Allande . . 

Faeundo Melgaree 

Alejo Garcia Conde 

Francisco Xavier Chaves. 



Antonio Viscarra. 
Bartolome Baea. . . . 
Antonio Narbona. 
Mannel Arm^o — 



Jose Antonio Chaves . 

Santiago A brew 

Francisco Sarracino . . , 

Mariano Chaves 

Jaan Rafael Ortiz 

Albino Perez 



Pedro Mufioz 

Juan A. Archuleta 

Antonio Sandoval , 

Mariano Martinez 

Jose Chaves 

Juan B. Vigil yAlarid. 



Governor and captain- 
general. 

..:..do 



.do. 
.do. 



Spain. 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 



Governor and captain- 
general ad interim. 

Governor and captain- 
general. 

Governor and captain- 
general ad interim. 

Governor and captain- 
general. 

..:..do 



.do. 
.do. 



.do. 



Governor and captain- 
general ad interim. 

Governor and captain- 
general 

Acting governor and cap- 
tain-general. 

do 

Governor and oaptain- 
general. 

Governor and captain- 
general ad interim. 

Civil and military gov- 
ernor. 

do 



.do. 



..do.... 
..do .... 

...do.... 

.do.... 
..do.... 

..do.... 

...do.... 

.do .... 

do.... 



Governor . 
do... 



.do... 
.do... 



Commanding general of 
department. 

Civil and military gov- 
ernor. 

do 

do 

Inspector-general 

Political chief and acting 
civil governor. 

Political chief 

do 

... do 

Political chief and gov- 
ernor. 

Political chief 

do 

do 

do 

Acting political chief 

Political chief and gov- 
ernor. 

Acting governor 

["i.ido !*;*!!;!;:;!!!""; 
do 

do 

do 



..do... 
..do... 



...do... 
...do... 
..do... 
Mexico 

..do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 

..do... 
..do... 
..do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 

...do... 
.. do... 
...do... 
...do ... 
..do... 
...do... 



1705,1706,1707. 

170% 170©, 1710, 1711, 1712. 

1712. 

1712,1718,1714,171a 

1714,171a 

1715,1719. 

172L 

1721, 1722, 1723.172M727 l 172e > 

1730,1731,1738. 
1730, 1731, 1732,1783,1734,1736, 

1786. 
1786,1787,178a 

1789,1740,1742,174a 

1744,1745,1746,1748,174a 
1747. 

1740, 1750, 1751, 1752. 1758, 
1754, 1762, 1763, 1764, 1765, 
1766, 1767. 177a 

1758, 1756, 1761, 1762. 

176L 

1762, 1767, 1768; 176ft, 1770. 
1771, 1772, 1775, 1776, 1777, 

177a 
177a 

1780, 1782, 1784, 1786, 1787. 

1788, 1788, 1780, 1791, 1792, 

1793, 1800. 
1794, 1795, 1798, 1799, I860. 

1803, 1804, 1805. 
1805, 1806, 1807, 1808. 
1808, 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, 

1818, 1814, 1815. 
1811. 

1815, 1816, 1817. 

1816, 1817, 1818. 

1818, 1819, 1820, 1821, 1822. 

1821. 

1822,1823. 

1822, 1823. 
1823, 1824, 1825. 
1825. 1826, 1827. 

1827, 1838, 1839, 1840. 184L 
1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846. 

1828, 1829, 1830. 
1831, 1832. 
1833, 1884, 1835. 
1835. 

1835. 

1835, 1836, 1887. 

1837. 

184a 

1841. 

1844,184a 

184a 

184a 



Nora.— This list contains only a few more natnee than the one prepared by Mr. David J. Miller for 
the Annual Report of 1862, which was as oomnlete as possible to make from the date at his command. 
The names in this list which are not found in nis have been obtained from various sources, the g re a t er 
number from the archives of the territorial library through the courtesy of Mr. Samuel Ellison, the 
ibrarian. 
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F.— Private land olaims against the public domain in New Mexico on file in the oj/tee 



Claim. 



Preston Book, Jr 

Town of Tome 

Tierra Amarllla 

Sangre de Cristo 

Town of Casa Colorado . 

Braaito 

Town of Teoolote 



LosTrigos. 
La Junta ... 



Lady of Light.. 
TownofChiliU. 



AgnaNegra 

Town of Belen , 

San Pedro 

Cimarron, or Maxwell. 

LasEsteros 

Las Animas 

Cafion de Pecos. 



San CristobaLor E. W. Eaton. 

Town of Las vegas 

Location No. 1, Baca heirs 

Location No. 2, Baca heirs 

Town of Tajiqne 

Town of Torreon 

Town of Mansano 

Town of San Isidro 

Cafion de San Diego 

Jornada del Muerto 

Town of LasTrampas 

Sebastian Martin 

Town of Anton Chioo 

Lands of Laguna Pueblo 

GasparOrtis 



Town of Mora 

Pedro Armendaris. . 
Pedro Armendaris. . 
Basque del Apache . 
Town of Chamita... 

Town of Teion 

Ramon Vigil 



Cafionoite del Bio Colorado. 

Cafion del Agna 

Pablo Montoya 

Gallinas 

Ortis Mine 

Esplritu Santo Spring 



Afill Spring 

Town of Cebolleta . 
Las Lnoeros . .' 



Bio Don Carlos 

8an Fernando and 8an Bias. 

Canada de los Apaches 

Middle Spring 

LovatoBoque 



Canada de los Alamos 

Cnyamungue 

Encinas 

Ootera 

Canada de 8an Francisco. 
Banoho del Bio Grande. . . , 

Oerrilas 

TownofGalisteo 

Cebollo 

Ofeneguilla 

CaJadelRio 

Mesitade Juana Lopes ... 



Original grantees. 



Juan Retevan Pino 

JuanBarelast at. 

Manuel Martines & 8ons. 

Lee & Beanbien 

Rafael Gutierras et at 

Jnan A. Garcia et at 

Salvador Montoya st ol ... 

Francisco Trnjillo et at . . 
John Scolly etal , 



Carlos de Herrera 

8antia£0 Padtlla etal 

Antonio Sandoval 

Diego Torres 8alasar etal 

Jeans Mieraetoi 

Beanbien & Miranda , 

Pedro Jose Perea 

Vigil & 8t Vrain 

Jnan de Dios Pefia st a* 

Domingo Fernandes 

Joan de Dios Maese et at 

Lnis Maria C. de Baca 

do 

Manuel Sanches et at , 

Nerio A. Montoya etal , 

Jose M. Trnjillo et at 

Armenta& Sandoval , 

F. & A. Garcia de Noriega etal 

Antonio J. Rivera etal 

Jnan de Argnello et at 

Sebastian Martin 

Salvador Tapla 

Indefinite 

Vicente Daran de Armijo 



JoseTapia etal 

Pedro Armendaris 

.... do , 

Antonio Sandoval , 

Antonio Trnjillo 

Salvador Barreras et at., 
Pedro Sanohei 



Gervacio Nolan , 

Joed Serafln Ramires . . . 

Pablo Montoya 

Antonio Ortis 

Ortis &Cano 

Luis Maria C. de Baca. 



Jose Sutton 

Francisco Arragon etal.., 
Pedro Vigil de Santniana. 



Gervacio Nolan 

Bernabe M. Montafio et at . 

Antonio Sedillo 

Nerio A ntonio Montoya 

Roque Lovato 



Lorenso Marquee 

Bernardino de Sena etal... 

Juan Bantista Valdes 

Juande Dios Pens eta!.... 
J. F. Bacay Terras rial. .. 

Jose Mirabel et al 

Jose M. de la Pefia etal... 

Felipe Sandoval et al 

Juan C. Santistevan et al . 

Jose 8anohes et at 

Nicolas Ortis , 

Domingo Romero et al 



Grant. 



Grantor. 



1828 
1780 
1882 
1843 
1828 
1828 
1824 

1815 
1846 

1820 

1841 

1824 

1740 

1830 

1841 

1825 

1848 

1816 

1827 

1885 

1800 

1800 

1884 

1841 

1820 

1780 

1708 ; 

1840 I 

1751 

1712 

1822 



Mexico . 
Spain... 
Mexico. 
...do... 
....do... 
...do... 
...do... 



8pali 
Ilex 



loo. 



Spain... 
Mexico, 
do... 



Spain 
Mexico . 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 



1780 

1835 
1820 
1820 
1845 
1724 
1840 
1742 

1845 

1844 
1824 
1810 
1833 
1815 

1838 
1807 
1748 



lexioo 

...do 

United States. 

...do 

Mexico 

....do 

... do 

&P*jn 

....do 

Mexico 

Spain 

do 

Mexico 

...do 

8pain 



Mexico. 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 

Spain... 

Me x loo . 

Spain... 



Mexico . 
— do ... 
...do. 



Spain ... 
Mexico . 
Spain... 



Mexico . 
Spain... 
..^do... 



1848 Mexico . 
1758 ■ Spain ... 



1700 
1831 
1785 

1785 
1781 
1814 
1890 
1840 
1705 
1788 
1814 
1845 
1705 
1742 
1782 



....do. 
Mexico . 
Spain... 



....do... 
....do... 
....do... 

Mexico . 
....do... 

Spain... 

....do... 
Mexico. 
Spain... 



1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 


10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
10 
17 
18 
10 
20 
20 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
20 
80 
81 

82 
83 
84 

85 
86 
87 

bS 

80 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

45 

46 
47 

48 
40 
50 
51 
52 



! 

i 



66 
67 
66 
64 
22 
36 


70 
27 
65 
28 
86 

61 
73 
61 

74 
OS 

181 
87 
IBS 



ISO 
187 
ISO 
1S6 
78 
ltt 
188 
ltt 
14* 
188 
MS 
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Grant— Continued. 



Filed. 



M*y 

Aug. 
Ant 
Oct 
Apr. 
Aug. 
Jane 



10,1855 
6,1856 
26,1856 
11,1855 
14,18*6 
6,1856 
28,1855 



July 17.1855 
Dee. 26,1856 



Apr. 
Jan. 



1,1856 

3, 1857 

Oet 21,1856 
Jan. 26,1857 
Jan. 27,1857 
Feb. 28,1857 
Hay 15,1857 
Jane 4,1857 
Jane 10, 1857 
Oet 11,1856 
Sept 11, 1855 
Jane 10, 1855 

do 

Feb. 8, 1857 
Jan. 8,1856 
Jan. -0,1856 
Jan. 29.1857 
Jane 4,1850 
May 23.1850 
Jane 0,1850 
Jane 16. 1850 
Apr. 10, 1850 
Jane 29, 1850 
Jane 10, 1850 

Jane 20, 1850 

...do 

Jane 22, 1850 
Jaly 7, 1850 
Jane 0,1850 
Jan. 8,1856 
May 0,1856 

July 10.1855 
Deo. 30,1850 
Apr. 11,1866 
Jane 10, 1857 
Mar. 24,1856 
Oct. 17,1856 

Deo. 14,1658 
Aug. 15, 1850 
May 21,1857 

Oct. 2,1860 
May 25,1860 
Apr. 6,1871 
Deo. 10,1863 
Apr. 12,1871 

Feb. 23,1856 
Aug. 11,1871 
Jaly 12,1871 
Mar. 28,1871 
May 16,1871 



April 8,1871 
July 20,1871 
Feb. 5,1872 
Mac 20,1872 
May 0,1871 
Oet 19,1671 



ApproTed. 



1856. 
Sept 2.1856 
Sept. 10, 1856 
Dec 30,1856 
Deo. 24,1856 
Dee. 80,1856 
Dec. 21, 1856 

Sept. 17, 1857 
Aug. 15, 1857 

Sept 20, 1857 
Mar. 16. 1857 
Sept 17, 1857 
Mar. 8,1857 
Sept 26, 1857 
Sept 17, 1857 
Sept 15, 1857 
Sept 17, 1857 
Sept. 10, 1857 ! 
8ept 18, 1857 I 
Deo. 18, 1858 ! 

...do j 

do I 

May 10.1850 
May 12, 1850 
Aug. 10, 1850 
Jane 8,1850 
Jane 10, 1850 



Confirmed. 



Jane 21, 1860 
Deo. 22,1858 
Jane 21, 1860 

. do 

Dec 22.1858 
Jane 21, 1860 
Dec 22,1858 

Jane 21, 1860 
...do 



...do 

Dec 23.1858 
Jane 21, 1860 
Dec 22,1858 
Jane 21, 1860 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

...do 



Surrey. 



1860 
1850 
1876 



Aag. 1,1850 
Jaly 25, 1850 
Jaly 15, 1850 
Jaly 10, 1859 
Jaly 2,1850 

Jaly 0,1850 
Jaly 20, 1850 

!! do!".'.*! 
Jaly 2,1850 
May 7,1850 
Jaly 15,1850 

Jaly 10, 1860 
Jan. 20, 1800 
Nov. 20, 1860 
Nov. 21, I860 
Nov. 24, 1860 
Deo. 12,1860 

Sept 25, 1861 
Oct 5, 1861 
— do 



Oet 8, 1861 
Nov. 15,1870 
Jane 15, 1871 
Jane 20, 1871 
July 8,1871 



July 12, 
Nov. 15, 
Nov. 16, 
Not. 25, 

do .. 

Jan. 15, 
Jan. 81, 



1871 
1871 
1871 
1871 



1872 
1872 



Mar. 23, 
June 13, 
Nov. 21, 
Nov. 29, 



1872 
1872 
1872 
1872 



June 21, 1860 

do 

...do 

....do 

.do 



1877 
1878 
1850 

1877 
1876 

1861 
1882 
1877 
1850 
1866 
1877 
1871 



1876 
1870 
1860 
1861 
1861 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1876 



Acres. 



318,690.72 
121, 504. 53 
§04,515.55 



County. 



San Miguel . 
Valencia — 
Rio Arriba. . 

Taos 

Socorro .... 
Dona Ana . . 
San Miguel . 



...do. 
Mora . 



181, 770. 37 
10, 612. 57 
21,636.83 

0,646.56 
108, 507. 64 

16,546.85 , Santa Fe. 
41,481.00 I Bernalillo.... 
17,361.11 i San Miguel.. 

104,663.75 , Valencia 

31,504.76 Santa Fe 

,714,764.04 Colfax . 

17,712.00 , San Miguel.. 



.. do 

...do 

...do .... 

...do 

...do 

.. do 

...do 



Jane 12, 1866 
Mar. 3,1860 

. . - do 

Mar. 1,1861 
Mar. 3,1860 



Mar. 8,1860 
...do 



July 1,1870 



1876 
1876 
1878 
1877 
1877 

1860 
1872 
1878 
1871 
1877 
1877 
1877 

1881-2 
1866 
1872 
1876 
1861 
1876 

1877 
1876 
1877 



1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 

1878 
1877 
1870 
1885 
1877 
1870 
1877 



1877 

1877 

1877-8| 

1876 



574.84 

81.032.67 I 
406,446.06 

00,280.27 ! 
00,280.30 
7, 185. 55 ■ 
14,146.11 
17,360.07 ! 

11.476.68 ' 
116, 286. 80 

I. 

46,461.22 
51, 387. 80 I 
383,856.81 
101, 510. 78 
57. 18 [ 

827, 621. 01 
807, 235. 30 
05,030.67 
60, 117. 30 
1,636.20 
12, 801. 46 
31,802.02 | 

575,068.71 

3,501.21 ; 
655,468.07 ■ 
163, 92L 68 
60.458.33 
113, 141. 15 



Remarks. 



San Miguel 
Santa Fe... 
San Miguel . . . | 

Bernalillo • 

San Miguel... 

Valencia 

...do I 

. do | 

Bernalillo | 

...do I 

Sooorro | 

Taoa I 

Rio Arriba.... t 
San Miguel... I 

Valencia 

Santa F6 1 



Patented June 18, 1888. 
Patented Apr. 5,1871. 
Patented Feb. 21,1881. 
Mainly in Colorado. 



Within town of Mora, 

No. 82. 
Patented July 80, 1874. 



Patented 1871. 
Patented May 20, 1876. 
Patented May 10, 1879. 
Patented Mar. 20, 1877, 
In Colorado. 

Patented Dec 8, 1880 • 



Patented Oct 21, 188L 
Rejected Aug. 20, 1869. 



Mora 

Socorro 

...do 

...do 

Rio Arriba. 
Bernalillo.. 
...do 



Mora I 

Santa F6 

San Miguel... | 

do 

Santo F6 

Bernalillo.. 



60,445.55 

109, 567. 02 | Valenci 
126,024.53 Taos 



San Miguel... 
la 



151,056,97 | Bernalillo. 

88,070.78 ..... do ... 

3,546.06 Valencia. 

1,619.86 Santa F6 



13,706.02 
1,086.30 
6,588.29 
598.44 
1,589.87 
109, 043. 80 
2,287.41 



17, 150. 57 
43,061.54 
62,843.01 
42,022.86 



...do 

...do 

Rio Arriba 
Santa Fe... 

...do 

Taos 

Santa Fe... 

...do 

Taot 

...do 

Santa Fe... 



Patented Mar. 27, 1888. 
Patented Sept 22, 1884. 
Within Nambe Pueblo 

R. 
Patented Aug. 15, 1876. 

Patented Sept 17, 1878. 
Patented Mar. 21, 1877. 

Patented Feb. 11, 1882. 
Part in 8anta Fe 
county. 

Patented July 1, 1876. 
Patented Apr. 20, 1877. 
Patented Feb. 28. 1877. 
Patented May 20, 1876. 
Within Zia, SantaAna, 
and Jemes T. T. 

Patented Jan. 27,1882. 
Embraces grant* 58, 

62. 116, and D. 
In Colorado. 



Within Santa Fe grant 



Rejected Feb. 34, 1871. 
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F. — Private land olaim$ against the public domain in New Mexico on file in ike oJEor 



Claim. 



Oajon del Bio Teauque 

8an Joaquin del Naolmlento. . . 

8anClemente 

Chamisas Arroyo Hill 

Alamitos 

Bstaacia 

Canon de Chama 

Apache Spring 

Piedra Lnmbre 

Chamizoe Arroyo 

Sierra Mosca 



Town of 8an Antonio del Bio 
Colorado. 

TownofOJo Caliente 

8an Miguel Spring 

8anLorenso Arroyo 

Meetae Juan de 

CayamuDgne Pneblo 

Cent* Negro* 

Town of Bernalillo 

Angostura 

Bona Ana Bend 

Meailla Colony 

8ierraMosca 

City of Santa F6 

Talaya 

Befdgio Colony 

Town of Alameda 

Town of Jacona 

Canon del Bio Colorado 

UnadeGato 

Town of Cevilleta 

ChacoMesa 

8anta Teresa de Jeans.' 

Canada delos Alamos 

Vueatra Seflora del Pilar 

Bosque Grande 

Las La gunitas. 

8an Marcos Spring 

AguaSalada 

Bncinal 

Petaca 

OJodelaCabra 

Town of Socorro 

Valleoito de Lovato 

BanchodeTaos 

Ban Cristobal 

Santa Teresa 

Meailla 

Arroya Seco 

Canon de Pedernales 

Santa Barbara 

Cieneguilla 

Lucero de Godai 

Orejas del Llano de loa Aguagee 

Borrego Spring 

San Miguel delBado 

Jose Dbminguez 

Maragua 

Calion de San Diego 



Original grantees. 



Juan de Gabaldon 

Joaqoin de Luna etal 

Anade Sandoval y Manzanares 

Luis de Armenta 

Juan Salaa etal 

Antonio Sandoval 

Francisco Selazar et al 

Ventura Trnjillo 

Pedro Martin .... 

Marqnez A Padilla 

Juan Luis Ortiz 



Grant. 



1752 
1790 
1710 
17*2 
1840 
1845 
1800 
1842 
1700 
1742 
1840 



Rafael Archuleta et al ] 1842 

Luia Duran et al I 1708 

Bartoloine Fernandez | 1707 

Antonio Chavea 1825 

JuandeMestae I 1000 

Alfonso Bael de Aguila ; 1090 

Salvador Gonzales , 1742 

FeUpe Gutierras | 1701 

Juan Joee Gonzales ' 1745 

Dona Ana Colonists I 1880 

Meailla Colonist* • 1858 

Vicente Duran de Armljo 1800 

People of Santa Fe » 

Mannel Trujillo I 1781 

.... . „ . . . lft52 

1710 
1702 
1830 
1830 



Francisoo Sandoval 

Town of Petta BJanca 

Fernando de Taos 

Torreon 

Benjamin B. Bdwarda 

Las Troches 

Jose Manuel Sanchez Baca . . . 

Town of Albuquerque 

Palvareda 

Antonio de Salasar 

Bito de los FrUoles 

8ao Mateo Spring 



Kefugio Colonists 
Francisco Montes Vigil • - . 

BoivalA Pelaez 

Antonio £. Armenta at al 

Vernal A Lopez 

Carlos Gabladon«tol ; 1810 

Ignatio Chaves Hal 1708 

Joaquin Mestas I 1708 

Miera y Pacheco and PadiUo. . . 1708 

Felipe Tafoya et al 1707 

Miguel A Santiago Montoya. . . ' 1700 

Antonio Baca 1702 

Antonio Urban Montafio 1754 

LuiaJaramillo 1780 

Battasar BacaA Sona \ 1708 

Joae Julian Martinez al al 1880 

Juan Otero 1845 

Xavier Garcia et al 1810 

Joe6 B. Zamora et al , 1824 

Francisoo Antonio Gljosa • 1715 

Martinez A Martinez ; 1815 

Francisco Garcia » 1700 

Jose Trujillo 1700 

JoseTrojiUo t 1707 

JuanBantistaValdez j 1807 

1780 
1714 
1710 
1820 
1708 
1704 
1702 
1820 
1788 



Valentin Martin et al 
Francisco de A nay a Alamazon. 

Antonio Martinez , 

Juan de Jesus Lucero , 

Nerio Antonio Montoya 

Lorenzo Marquez etal 

Joee Deminguez 

Baca y Pino et al 

F. A J. A. Garcia de Noriega. . 



Ignacio Sanchea Vegaro. 

Juan Montes Vigil 

Tomas Montoya etal 

Bartolome Baca 

Benjamin E. Bdwards . 
Francisco Montes Vigf 
Jose Manuel Sanchez I 
People of Albuquerque. 

Juan Pablo Martin , 

Antonio de Salazar 

Antonio Roea Lnjan , 

Santiago Duran y Chaves. . 



1800 
1754 
1700 
1810 
1878 
1754 
1853 



1706 
1714 
1780 
1706 



Grantor. 



Spain ... 
.f.do... 
.. do... 
.. do... 
Mexico . 
... do... 
8 pain... 
Mexico . 
Spain... 

Meiioo". 

...do... 



Spain 

...do 

Mexico... 
Spain.. v . 

— do 

... do 

... do 

... do 

Mexico . . . 

...do 

Spain 

.. do 

... do 

Mexico . . . 

Spain 

..do 

Mexico . . . 

...do 

Spain 

..do 

...do 

... do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

.. do 

...do 

...do 

Mexico . . . 

... do 

Spain 
Mexic 



exico . 
Spain. .. 
..Vdo... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
.. do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
Mexico . 
Spain... 
...do... 
...do... 
Mexico. 
Spain... 



!li 



..do 

.. do 

..do 

..do 

United 8tates. 

Spain 

Mexico 

Spain 

.f3o 

...do 

...do 

...do ......... 



00 

01 

02 

08 

04 

05 

00 

07 

08 

00 
100 
101 
102 
108 
104 
105 
100 
107 
106 
109 
110 
111 
112 
112 
lit 
114 
115 
110 
117 
118 
110 
190 
131 
122 

128 

124 

125 ! 

120 

127 

128 

lit 

180 

in 
lit 
ut 

184 



150 

104 

t 

140 

151 

10 

fit 

148 

152 

M 

119 

158 

150 
154 
ISO 
147 
146 
157 
164 
165 
161 
162 
150 
160 
. 160 
160 
144 
168 
142 
167 
160 
lfO 
171 

m 

176 

ns 

176 
IK 
177 
178 
179 
181 
180 
181 
U9 
121 
115 

S5 

127 

m 

125 
Ul 
116 

9T 



lit 

3 
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Grants-Continued. 



Filed. 



Mm*. 
Jane 
Feb. 



Oct. 19,1872 
April 22, 1871 
May 30,1855 
Jan. 21,1872 
Oct 19,1872 
Jul j 12,1855 
Jan. 3, 1861 
Sept. 21,1872 
Dec 10,1872 
Feb. 19,1872 
Oct. 19,1872 

Mar. 11,1872 

Feb. 28,1873 
Jan. 8, 1873 
Aug. 15,1873 
April 2,1872 
Mar. 23,1872 
June 13, 1873 
Feb. 19,1874 
Feb. 19,1874 
Jan. 23, 1874 
Jan. 23,1874 
Dec 27,1873 
April 10, 1674 
Jan. 16,1874 
Feb. 6,1874 
1, 1872 
5,1874 
_._. 10,1872 
May 29,1874 
Oct. 5,1874 
Oct. 5, 1874 
Oct. 5, 1874 
Nov. 10,1874 
Nov. 10,1874 
Nov. 10,1874 
Nov. 10,1874 
Feb. 25,1873 
Dec 10,1874 
Dec 10,1874 
Feb. 12,1875 
Jan. 29,1875 
Feb. 26,1875 
May 20,1875 
Jan. 17,1876 
Jan. 19,1878 
June 4,1877 

Sept. 28, 1877 

An*. 10,1878 
May 14,1878 
Oct 25,1878 
Jan. 17,1876 
Sept 27,1877 
July 27,1871 
Mar. 19,1857 
Jan. 15,1880 
Nov. 16,1878 
Dec 29,1879 

Jan. 26,1857 
Jnly 27, 1871 
Jan. 21,1878 
Sept 18, 1878 
Nov. 12,1881 
Sept 24, 1881 
Mar. 24,1856 
Jnly 25,1881 
May 17,1876 
May 26, 1882 
Oct 9,1872 
Jnly 8,1882 



Approved. 



Nov. 22, 1872 
Nov. 30, 1872 
Nov. 18, 1871 
Dec 3,1872 
Dec 18,1872 
Jan. 4, 1873 
Dec. 17,1872 



Feb. 8,1873 
Feb. 19,1873 
Oct 8, 1873 

Jan. 6, 1874 

Jan. 2, 1874 
Jan. 7, 1874 
Jan. 5, 1874 
Feb. 5,1874 
Feb. 16,1874 
Jan. 5, 1874 
Feb. 20, 1874 
Feb. 28, 1874 
Mar. 31, 1874 
Feb. 12,1874 
Apr. 22, 1874 
Apr. 13, 1874 
Apr. 13, 1874 
May. 18, 1874 
June 3, 1874 
Jnne 10, 1874 
June 30, 1874 
Jnly 18,174 
Nov. 14, 1884 
Dec 14, 1674 
Dec 14, 1874 
Dec 14,1874 
Deo. 15, 1874 
Deo. 15,1874 
Dec 17,1874 
Dec 22, 1874 
Dec 23, 1874 
Dec 24,1874 
Feb. 20, 1875 
July 13, 1875 
Aug. 28, 1875 
Oct 18, 1875 
Apr. 25, 1878 



Survey. 



Confirmed. Date 



Dec 11, 1878 

Dec 13, 1878 

Feb. 1,1879 

Mar. 12, 1879 

! Mar. 17, 1879 

Oct 4,1878 



I Oct 20, 1879 
{ Nov. 13, 1879 



Feb. 6,1880 
Mar. 22, 1880 

Apr. 4,1881 
Apr. 16. 1881 
Jnne 10, 1881 



June 6,1878 
May 6,1882 
May 20,1882 
Sept 5,1882 
Dec 22,1882 
Jan. 8,1883 
Mar. 14, 1883 
Apr. 4,1883 



.1 



1878 
1879 
1878 
1879 
1879 
1877-8 
1878 

1877 
1879 
1879 

1879 

1877-8 
1877 
1878 
1878 



1886 
1877 
1878 
1878 
1878 



1878 
1878-9 
1877 
1879 
1877 
1879 
1877 
1877 
1879 
1878 
1878 
1879 
1878 
1878 
1888 



1877 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1877 



1888 
1879 



1879 
1879 
1879 



1879 
1879 



1888 
1880 

1888 
1888 
1888 



Acres. 



11, 619. 56 

131, 725. 87 

89,403.40 

444.24 

436.41 

415, 036. 56 

472,736.95 

" 48, 336. 12 

637.23 

83,250.39 



County. 



8antaF6.... 
Rio Arriba.. 

Valencia 

Santa Fe.... 

... do 

Valencia 

Rio Arriba . 
SanMJguel. 
Rio Arriba.. 
Santo Fe... 
...do 



18,955.22 I Taos. 



88,590.20 

25, 176. 39 

130, 138. 98 

1,686.47 



23,661.00 
11, 674. 37 
2, 819. 04 
19,328.57 
33,960.38 



17, 361. 11 
1,008.55 
26, 130. 19 
106. 274. 87 
46, 341. 48 
42,989.21 



224, 770. 13 

248,036.43 

3,632.94 

148,862.94 

22, 57a 12 

3,258.09 

46,658.03 

1,890.62 

18,046.6* 

12, 207. 40 

186, 977. 11 

4,340.26 

843,269.59 

114,400.54 

1,557.83 



9,681.29 
5,999.69 



, Rio Arriba... 

! Bernalillo 

J Socorro 

Santa Fe .... 

....do 

|....do 

Bernalillo 

i-.-.do 

; Dona Ana . . . 

' ...do 

! Santa F6 

I. ...do 

....do 

Dona Ana ... 
1 Bernalillo... 

I Santa F6 

1 Taos 

I Colfax 

I Socorro 

Bernalillo.... 
I... do 

...do 

| — do 

L...do 

I — do 

1 Santa F6 

Bernallto 

| ...do 

Rio Arriba.. 
! Valencia ..... 

i Socorro 

1 Taos* 

'....do 

...do 

Dona Ana 

Santa Fe... 



18, 489. 28 
45, 244. 73 
67,480.20 



60, 214. 13 
315,300.80 



1888 
1888 
1888 
1883 
1868 
1888 
1888 
1883 



389.82 
9, 752. 57 

170 18 

585.86 

1,899.89 



626.79 
10, 814. 65 

3, 601. 19 
17, 361. 06 
85,924.18 
28, 351. 12 
23,022.28 

3,547.46 



Rio Arriba... 

Taos 

Santo F6 

Taos 

...do 

Bernalillo 

San MigaeL . . 

Taos 

Santo F6 

Bernalillo 



Remarks. 



Rejected Dec. 19,187). 



Within Sierra Mosca, 
87. 



No survey made 



No survey. 8eeNo. 75. 
No muniments filed. 



.. do 

..do 

Taoe 

Bernalillo.... 

Socorro 

Rio Arriba... 
Dona Ana... 

Bernalillo 

Rio Arriba... 

...do 

Bernalillo 

Valencia 



Rejected Oct 4, 1878. 



No survey made. 



Rejected Jan. 80,1886. 

ReJeetedJan. 26,1880. 

Within Canon de 8an 
Diego No. 26. 



Rejected 8ept 7.186L 
Patented Oct 8, 18864 
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F.— Private land claims against ike public domain in New Mexico on file in the ojfet 



Claim. 



Canada deCochiti 

Santiago Ramirez 

Sebastian de Vargas 

Cafiada de Santa Clara 

Santo Tomas de Ttnrbide Col- 
ony. 
Ooate 



Cienega 

Juan Ortis 

Town of Chapcrito 

Town of Angostura de Pecos. 

Town of Cubero 

Hermosa Estrella 

Mora tract 

Santa Rosalia 

Townof Vallecito 

RiodePicuris 

Macho Bend 

Arquito 

Angostura 

8an Antofilto 

Rito de San Jose 

Los Conejos ....• 

Town of Arroyo Hondo 

Canada de las Mestenas 

Plaza Blanca 

Plara Colorado 

LaTalaya 

LasHaertas 

ElCadttlal 

ElEmbado 

Dabalos tract 

Gnadalupita 

Canon de Carnael 

Rico de Tesnqne 

Ranohos and other towns 

Arkansas colony 

Basques Lode 

Tajo 

Santa Cms 

Aguilar 

Townof Guadalupe 

Santa Rita del Cobre 

Ranoho de Santa Teresa 

Cristobal de la Serna 

RiodelOso 

Mesilla Valley 



Original grantees. 



Arroyo Hondo 

Vallecito 

Town of Atrisco 

San Jose Spring 

LaNasa 

Mine of Nuestra 

Mine of Santa Rita del Cobre.. 

Sitio de Navajo 

Townof £1 Rito 

Garcia Joaquin 

Ptfeblo of Colorado 

Town of Abiqnin 

Pueblos of Santo Domingo and 
8an Felipe. 

Domingo Baldez 

Pueblo of Jemes 

Pueblo of Acoma 

Pueblo o/ San Juan 

Pueblo of Piouris 

Pueblo of San Felipe 

Pueblo of Pecos 

Pueblo of Cochiti 

Pueblo of Santo Domingo 

Pueblo of Taos 



Antonio Lnoero ■ 

Santiago Ramirez 

8ebastian de Vargas ■ 

Pueblo of Santa Clara 

Santo Tomas de Ytorbide Colo- 
nista. 

Manuel Alvarez 

City of Santa Fe 

Juan Ortiz 

Santiago Martin etal 

Jose Miguel Sanchez etal 

Settlers of the town 

Carlos Salazar 

Estanislao Sandoval etal 

IgnacioCano 

Settlers of the town 

Rafael Fernandez et al 

Francisco Gonzales etal 

Rumaido Archiveque 

Geronimo Gonzales 

Cristobal Jaramillo 

Pedro Gonzales et al 

Jos6M. Martinez et al 

Uerio Sisneros et al 

Juan Gallegasstol 

Manuel Bnstos 

R. Ignacio and J. L. Baldez ... 

Juan Miguel Tafalla 

Andrez Aragonet al 

Albino Chacon etal 

Juan Marquez etal 

Gregorio Dabalos 

George Gold etal 

Juan Ignacio Tafoya 

The settlers 

do 

Royuelaand Beales 

Antonio Ortiz 

Diego de Padilla 

Luis Maria Baca 

Alfonso Rail de Aguilar 

The settlers 

Francisco M. de Elguea 

Francisco Garcia 

Crintobal de la Serna 

Jose Antonio Baldez 

Meregildo Guerra etal 



Jose Miguel Griego eta! 

J. G. de la Mora et al 

Jose Hertado de Mendozo et al, 

Panlia Montoya etal 

Manuel Lncero 

L. Antonio Jaqnes etal 

Francisco Elguea 

Francisco Sarracino 

Joaquin Garcia 

.....do 

Juan Jose Lovato 

Half-breed Indians 

Inhabitants of the pueblo . 



Domingo Baldez 

Inhabitants of the pueblo, 
do :. 



.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 



Grant. 



1728 
1744 
1808 
1763 
1868 

1845 
1715 
1846 
1846 
1842 
1834 
1835 
1835 
1833 
1777 
1832 
1846 
1840 
1843 
1826 
1887 
1842 
1815 
1818 
1789 
1789 
1825 
1765 
1846 
1725 
1846 
1839 
1819 



1700 
1882 



Grantor. 



Spain... 

...do... 
... do... 
Mexico. 



1718 



1744 
1851 
1804 
1790 
1710 
1840 
1851 



1807 
1768 
1768 
1817 
1846 
1804 
1837 
1846 
1780 
1740 
1825 
1770 

1742 
1689 
1689 
1669 
1689 
1689 
1689 
1689 
1689 



...do 

Spain 

Mexico 

... do 

... do 

....do 

....do 

... do 

...do 

Spain 

Mexico* 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

... do 

....do 

Spain .' 

..flo 

....do 

....do 

Mexico 

Spain 

Mexico 

S»ain 
exico 

....do 

Spain 

do 

....do 

Mexico 

8pain 

..fdo 

....do 

....da 

United States. 

Spain 

..fdo 

...do 

Mexico 

....do 



u 



186 
186 
187 
188 
189 



Spain... 

do ... 

....de... 

....do... 

da... 

Mexico . 

Spain... 

Mexico . 
....do... 

Spain . . . 

Mexico. 
Spain... 



... do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
...do. 
....do. 
....do. 



A 
B 
C 
D 

X 
F 
G 
H 

I 



95 
62 

187 
198 
291 

1 

4 
5 
7 



169 
Ml 
198 
198 



197 
1*9 
Mft 

112 
114 

174 
183 
184 
185 
186 
192 
194 
195 
198 
197 
198 
199 
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Grant- Continued. 


Surrey. 




Fifed. 


Approved. 


Confirmed. 


Date. 


Acres. 


County. 


Remarks. 


Apr. 1.1867 
Hay 22.1867 
Apr. 80.1882 
Deo. 13,1882 
Jan. 24,1885 

Feb. 7, 1855 
Hay 80,1855 
Jane 14. 1856 


Aag. 26, 1883 
Sept 29, 1883 






104,554.24 
6,165.90 


Bernalillo 

Santa Fe 

... do 






1885 






Rejected Oct 17, 1884. 


Hay 5,1886 
Hay 16,1885 








Bio Arriba... . 
Dona Ana 

Horn 


























Santa Fe 

....do 












Mnni m e«ts withdrawn 


Jane 27,1855 










SanMignel... 
....do 




Jan. 28,1856 
Apr. 2,1856 
8ept 8,1856 
Oct. 7.1856 




















Valencia 

Mora 






















....do 




Oct. 2,1856 










8entaF6 

Bernalillo 

Taoe ... 




Jane 4,1859 
Sept 25, 1869 
Aag. 9,1869 
Jan. 28,1861 






























San Mignel... 

Bernalillo 

San Mignel... 

Bernalillo 

Valencia 














Hay 26,1860 
Dee. 80.1860 
Hay 31.1861 
Joly 8,1861 
Jane 7,1861 










































In Colorado. 












Taoe 














... do 




Jan. 3, 1861 










Bio Arriba.... 
...do 




Jan. 3,1861 












Jane 7,1861 
Jan. 10,1862 










Taoe 












Bernalillo 

Rio Arriba.... 
Dona Ana — 

Santa F6 

Bernalillo 

Santa Fe 

Bernalillo 

Various 

Santa Fe 

Bernalillo — 
....do 




Har. 5,' 1868 












Joly 5,1868 
Dec 4,1860 






















Har. 4,1866 
Har. 15,1871 
Aog. 12,1871 
Jan. A 1672 
July 6, 1870 
Apr. 13,1872 
Hay 81,1872 
Apr. 2, 1872 
Feb. 19,1872 
Joly 17,1872 
Nov. 18,1872 






























No muniments filed. 










For sundry tract*. 










No muniments filed. 










Do. 






























Santa F6 

Grant 












No muniments filed. 










Do. 










Dona Ana 

Taos- 

Dona Ana — 

Santa F6 

Bio Arriba... 
Bernalillo 


In file 115, reported 111. 


Jan. 17,1876 
Apr. 27.1876 
Oct 4,1863 

Aug. 6,1870 
Joly 25,1877 
Har. 19,1881 
Mar. 19,1881 
Hay 10,1881 
Aog. 12, 1882 
Deo. 26.1882 
Jan. 27,1883 
Aug. 18, 1883 
Oct 22,1888 
Har. 12,1884 
Jan. 24.1883 
Dec 22, 1884 

Jane 11, 1885 
8ept 14, 1885 
Har. 3, 1856 
Aog. 18, 1855 
Jane 2, 1856 
Feb. 18, 1856 
8ept 14, 1856 
Hay 9, 1856 
Har. 12, 1866 
Aag. 2, 1866 






























In HesUla Colony No. 










86. 
































...... .. ...... 








Bio Arriba.... 
Santa Fe 






















Grant 












Bernalillo 

Bio Arriba.... 

... dn 






























i ...Aa ......... 












....do 












Bernalillo 

Santa F6 

Bernalillo 

Valencia 

Bio Arriba.... 

Taoe 

Bernalillo 

SanU Fe 

Bernalillo 

....do 




> ■"■ 












Dec 22, 1858 
....do 


1859 
1877 
1859 
1869 

1869 
1859 
1869 
1859 


95,791.66 
17.544.77 
17. 460. 69 

16,763.88 

74,743.11 
17,860.55 


Patented in 1864. 





Patented Nov. 19, 1877. 
Patented in 1864. 








....do 


Do. 






Dc 




....do 


Do. 






Dc 




....do 


Do. 




....do 


Taos 


Do. 
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F.— Private land claims against tkepublio domain in New Mexico on file in the *Jto* 





Original grantees. 


Grant. 


Claim. 


, 


Grantor. 


i 

J* 


1 

c 

6 


Pueblo of Santa Clara 


Inhabitants of tiie pueblo 




ftarin 


K 
L 
M 

N 
O 

P 

s 

T 
TT 

U 
T 


• ••? .. 


Pueblo of Tesuguo. ...... ...... 


do 




™J .......... 


Pueblo of San Hdefbnso ...... 


do 




....do 


Pueblo of Pojoaque 


do 




. ..do 


Pueblo ofZia 


do 


1689 

1748 


....do 


Pueblo of Hindis 


do 


....do 


Pueblo of Ialeta 


do 


....do 


Pueblo of Nam bo 


do 




....dOi 


Pueblo of Laguua 


do 


1689 
1689 
1766 

1689 
1689 


....do 


pnehlpnf 8*nt* Ana 


do 


....do 


Pueblos of Zia, Santa Ana, and 

Jemez. 
Pueblo of San Cristoral 


do 


....do 


do 


....do 


Pueblo of Zofli 


do 


....do 
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of ike United States surveyor-general for New Mexico June 30, 1885— Continued. 



Grant—Continued. 


Survey. 




Piled. 


Approred. 


Confirmed. 


Date. 


Acres. 


County. 


Remark*. 


Jane 16, 1856 
Jane 14, 1866 
June 16, 1866 
Jane 28, 1856 




Deo. 22,1868 
....do 


1860 
1858 
1850 
1850 
1860 
1850 
1860 
1850 
1877 
1876 
1877 


17,868 52 
17,471 12 
17,202 64 
18,520 88 
17,614 68 
24,187 20 

110, 080 81 
18,686 88 

125,225 18 
17,960 56 

882,840 00 


Rk) Arriba ... 

Santa F6 

do 


Patented in 1864. 




Do. 




....do 


Do. 




....do 


....do 

Bernalillo .... 
do 


Do. 


Oet 16, 1856 

....do ....... 




do 


Do. 




....do 


Da 


Hoy. 8. 1856 
Sept 28, 1856 
June 20, 1850 




....do 


....do 


Do. 




... do 


SantaFe 

Valencia 

Bernalilo 

....do 


Da 




....do 




Oat 8,1866 




....do 




May 22,1878 


Feb. 2, 1874 


....do ....... 






8antaFe 

Valencia 


Pneblo extlnet 


July 8, 1875 


Sept 20, 1870 


..;:. 


1880 


17,58126 


Additional surrey 
made by the War 
Department In 1882. 
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EEPOET OF THE BTOVEYOR-GESBRAI OF OBEGOV. 



Office United 8tatbs Surveyor-General, 

Portland, Oreg., July 10, 1885. 

8ir: In obedience to instructions embraced Id yonr circular letter E, dated April 9, 
1885, 1 have the honor to herewith submit (in duplicate) this annual report of the 
transactions of this office relating to the surveying service in this district for the fis- 
cal year ended June 30, 1885, accompanied by tabular statements, as follows : 

A. — Statement of contracts entered into by the surveyor-general of Oregon for the 
survey of public lands from the $15,000 assigned to Oregon for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1885. 

B. — Statement of contracts entered into by the surveyor-general of Oregon for the 
survey of public lands, payable from special deposits by individuals, for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1885. 

In addition to the foregoing the following " special n contracts have been entered 
into: 

With George Mercer, dated January 19, 1885, for examination in the field of George 
Henderson's work under his special deposit, contract No. 440, payable from the 
$50,000 set apart for examination of surveys. Deputy Mercer's report of the extent 
and character of his service has been transmitted, and his account therefor, in the sum 
of $299.65, has been allowed and paid, this office awaiting the honorable Commis- 
sioner's instructions as to further proceedings in the matter. 

With Henry W. Cooke, dated February 2, 1885, for resurvey of exterior boundaries of 
donation land-claims in Grand Eonde Indian reservation, payable from appropria- 
tion for survey of Indian reservations. Work completed and paid for to the lull 
amount of $225. 

With Jefferson D. Fenton, dated June 20, 1885, for survey of south, east, and north 
boundaries of Siletz Indian reservation, payable from the appropriation of $50,000 
for survey of Indian reservations. Contract approved, and deputy preparing to take 
the field. 

I have to report the aggregate number of miles surveyed since my last annual report 
at 9,390 miles, 60 chains, and 38 links ; number of townships wholly or in part surveyed, 
143; number of plats made, 499; number of acres inclosed by completed surveys. 
2,804,158.21 ; number of mineral claims surveyed, 2. There have also been special 

Slats or diagrams made to the number of 20, exclusive of those prepared for use of 
eputies going to the field, besides a large amount of clerical work in transcribing 
field-notes of former surveys for the same purpose. 

Aggregate of special deposits made by individuals for public surveys, for which 
contracts have been approved: Field- work, $21,606.25; office work, $2,226; total, 
$23,832.25. (The foregoing is exclusive of seven contracts, on which deposits are made, 
but are suspended by the Commissioner for further evidence, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to $24,234 for field and office work inclusive. These deposits were made for the 
completion of township surveys, but contracts were let and suspended for only the 
exteriors in most instances.) Deposits to the amount of $50 have also been made for 
mining surveys, 

I will further state that the examination and adjustment of compasses and chains 
used by deputies in this district have been strictly attended to, incompliance with in- 
structions, and that the character of work has steadily improved from year to year. 
All of which I respectfully submit as my eighth annual report for the surveying 
service in the district of Oregon. 
Very respectfully, 

JAMES C. TOLMAN, 
Surveyor-General for Oregon. 
Hon. Wm. A. J. 8pabk8, 

CommUeioner General Land Office. 
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR GENERAL OF UTAH. 



United States Surveyor- General's Office, 

Salt Lake City, Utah, July 22, 1885. 

Snt: Id compliance with your request contained in letter E of April 9, 1885, 1 have 
the honor to transmit, in duplicate, my annual report of the business of this office for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, accompanied by the following tabular statements: 

A. — Statement of contracts for the survey of public lands in Utah, and the amount 
paid on the same, under the appropriation of July 7, 1884, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1885. 

B. — Statement of contracts for tht survey of public lands in Utah, chargeable to 
special deposits, under the provisions of sections 2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised Stat- 
utes of the United States. 

C. — Special contraot made between Ed. W. Koeber, United States deputy surveyor^ 
and Charles Popper for the survey of said Popper's claim, situated on the Fort Doug- 
las military reservation, as per act of Congress dated January 21, 1885, and letter E 
of the General Land Office, dated April 25, 1885, taking from said reservation 151.81 



The above statements show in aggregate that 2,458 miles, 9 chains, 40 links were 
surveyed. Deposits were made for field-work to the amount of $8,739, of which sur- 
veys amounting to $767 have been returned and approved under oontract No. 130. 
Contract No. 134, $2,220, and contract No. 135, $1,698, are not returned at this date. 

Contract No. 136, of April 28, 1885, with Stewart M. Pancake, for $3,979, is sus- 
pended by honorable Commissioner's letter E of June 10, 1885, for reasons as con- 
tained in copy of honorable Commissioner's letter of June 6, 1885, to United States 
surveyor-general for New Mexico. 

For the balance of deposit, $75, no oontract has yet been let. 

The deposits for office work amount to $1,671. 

The Central Pacific Railroad Company has made deposits for field-work, $684.91. 
Contract No. 138, of June 11 { 1885, with Henry Fitzhugh, for said amonnt, is with- 
held by honorable Commissioner's letter E ot June 27, 1885, awaiting the issue of 
new forms for contracts, with accompanying bonds. 

Said company deposited $89.05 for office work. 

Number of plats executed 121, embracing 105 subdivisions and 16 exteriors. 

The total number of acres surveyed during the year is 561,056.01, which, added to 
amount previously reported, 10,968,093.63 acres, gives the total number of acres 
surveyed in Utah Territory to June 30, 1885, 11,529,149.64 acres. 

The amount deposited for office work on mining claims is $1,855 for 68 loads and 
amended plats, being 290 maps executed. An appropriation of $750 was made for 
the purpose of establishing mineral monuments and their connections with each other 
and with the public land surveys. (Letter E, October 15, 1884.) A contract for that 
amount was made with United States Deputy Mineral Snrveyor E. Gillette, jr., March 
14, 1885, which was not approved by the Department. (Letter E, March 30, 1885.) 

Another contract, ameuded as required, was let to E. Gillette, jr., April 14, 1885, 
which was disapproved by letter E, July 17, 1885. 

The usual variety and amount of miscellaneous work has been done during this 
year. 

Very respectfully, 

FRD. SALOMON, 
United States Surveyor-General. 

Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 
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REPORT OF SUEVEYOBrOEHEEAL OF WASHIHQTON TERRITORY. 



Office of United States Surveyor-General, 

Olympia, Wa$h.,July 24, 1885. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith, in duplicate, the annual report of this 
office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, accompanied by the following tabular 
statements, viz : 

A.— Statement showing condition of oon tracts not closed at date of last annual 
report. 

A 1 . — Statement of contracts for the survey of public lands in Washington Territory, 
chargeable to special deposits, under the provisions of section 2401 Revised Statutes 
of the United States. 

B.— Statement of contracts let for the survey of public lands in Washington Terri- 
tory, the number of miles and acres in each township, the number of plats made, 
and the amount paid pn contracts under the appropriation for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1885. 

PUBLIC-LAND SURVEYS. 

The accompanying statements show the aggregate number of miles surveyed dur- 
ing the past fiscal year, as follows : 
Number of standard lines run, 105 miles, 72.75 chains. 
Number of township lines run, 613 miles, 60.33 chains. 
Number of section lines run, 3,211 miles, 66.68 obains. 
Number of meander lines run, 205 miles, 56.95 chains. 
Total nnmber of miles surveyed, 4,137 miles, 16.71 chains. 
Number of townships surveyed, 64. 
Number of township plats, tracings, dtc, made, 272. 
Amount of special deposits for public- land surveys made during past fiscal year: 

For field-work, $2,998; for office work, $400. 
Additional deposits made : 

For field-work, $6,912.43 ; for offloe work, . 

Total new and additional deposits made : 

For field-work, $9,910.43 ; for office work, $400. 
Amount of special deposits for mineral surveys: 

For office work, $440; number of mineral surveys, 17. 
No deposits for cost of surveys and office work made by railroad companies. 

SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS TO THE PRESENT SURVEYING SYSTEM. 

As this will, in all probability, be my last annual report as surveyor-general of this 
territory, and as I have not encumbered my reports for the past two years with any- 
thing more than the necessary tabular statements showing the condition of surveys, 
&c, and as the climate and resources of this territory are already pretty well known 
throughout the United States, I beg leave only at this time to call your attention to 
some important changes in our present land laws, which have been suggested to me 
during an experience of close observation and application for the last twelve yean. 

The indifference with which our public-land laws have been treated by Congress 
is a source of regret to all who have made themselves familiar with our present sys- 
tem, and many of the laws which have been passed have been so loosely framed and 
so full of doubtful constructions by those intrusted with their administration that 
rulings often conflict, and are even sometimes reversed, either by the administering 
officer or his immediate successor. This practice, while necessity may be pleaded in 
support, is, to say the least, doubtful both in law and equity, and the uncertainty 
attending such a practice should never apply to the title of property, which is the 
source of all our wealth. 
420 
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SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY, 421 

It may not seem proper for me at this time to enter into any lengthy suggestions 
as to needed changes in the present surveying system, and I will only state that at 
the present time bat few changes could be made without causing confusion and delay. 

If the present system of contract surveying is pursued, the work should be inspected 
by the surveyor-general, as was contemplated and provided for in section 2223 United 
States Revised Statutes. The surveyor-general is required to give a heavy bond for 
the faithful performance of his duties, and is held responsible, or should be, for the 
character of the work done in his district. A thorough inspection of all the work is 
not contemplated, neither is it necessary. The fact being known to the deputy that 
his work is liable to inspection before approval, and that the surveyor-general or his 
confidential agent is present examining his work without previous notice to him, and 
that his intentions as to operations in any particular locality are unknown to the 
deputy, will always act as a check on fraudulent surveys being carried on to any 
great extent. 

The assumption that his official duties will not allow the surveyor-general to leave 
his office for such purposes is not a good one, as he can select his own time for an exam- 
ination when his office duties are not so pressing. Tbe assumption by your immediate 
predecessor that a surveyor-general could not be trusted to make these examinations 
simply because his suspicion rested upon some of them was sufficient eanse, if proven, 
to remove every one of them so implicated ; and the very fact that some of those who 
were appointed inspectors by him were claimed to have been previously selected by 
those engaged largely iu doubtful surveying operations, and all their movements as to 
dates of departure and arrival, and even tneir specific instructions as to what they 
were required to report upon, &c, being known and discussed by those interested in 
the work to be inspected, does not prove that his system of withholding from the sur- 
veyor-general all the appropriations made by Congress for the inspection of survevs 
and paying it out to his own appointees insured any better service than formerly. The 
surveyor-general should not only be held responsible for the character of the surveys 
made in bis district, but he should also be held responsible for the character of the 
■country surveyed. You will at once see that it is impossible for the surveyor-general, 
who is constantly confined to his desk by his official duties, to intelligently criticise 
the work of the deputy surveyor, if properly returned and sworn to, without the assist- 
ance of other information from reliable sources, and this he can best acquire by per- 
sonal examination. If I were to suggest any radical change at this time for the greater 
security of correct work, it would be to select a corps of efficient deputy surveyors, by 
examination, to be kept under salaries, say at $8 per day while in the field and |5 per 
day during the remainder of the year, they to furnish their own instruments, or at a 
■salary not to exceed $2,000 per annum, including both per diem rates, and thus abro- 
gate entirely the contract system for the survey of public lands. The contract system 
never should have been introduced unless accompanied by careful inspection before 
approval. 

As a single example of the indifference shown by Congress toward the survey of 
public lands I will only mention at this time the absence of any law in our statutes 
for the punishment of removal, destruction, or alteration of survey ing monuments. In 
all the open grazing countries of the United States those interested in stock-raising 
have long preceded the land surveys, and their interests are well known to be op- 
posed to the approach of settlement and cultivation. It has often been the boast of 
stock-raisers that the surveyor's stakes are quite convenient for boiling coffee and 
heating branding-irons, and it is not uncommon to see a stock-herder with a supply of 
these stakes packed on one of his ponies for this purpose. The mounds are destroyed 
by stock and the pits filled up or obliterated. Another source of change of corner 
monuments is caused by the first settlers, who often move them from their original 
location for the purpose of taking in a desirable spring or grove on their claims. I 
know that this has been done in several localities in this district, and vet there 
is no law to punish the offense. With all these changes being made by interested 
parties, is it any wonder that the deputy doing work under contract should offer 
these well-known causes as an excuse for the defective alignments, measurements, 
and absent corner monuments in his work f 

The changing or removal or destruction of an established corner to the public-land 
surveys should be punishable by a heavy fine and imprisonment, and should be 
brought to the attention of the grand jury by the United States district judges at 
every session of the courts. 

Our laws are also quite defective in regard to the erroneous location of section or 
quarter-section corners, and we have no law which touches this point, except the aot 
of February 11, 1805, which would perhaps be sufficient if the work was always cor- 
rectly done in the field. But it often happens that the chain-men will miscount a 
tally, and while this would be always detected at a section corner, it is not noticed 
at a quarter-section corner; aud while the field-notes of a survey place it at 40 
chains from the section corner, it may (as it often is) be only 35 chains, while the 
map and field-notes make the quarter -section corner at 40 chains. The result is that 
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each claimant pays for 160 acres, while in fact one gets 145 acres, another 155 acres, 
another 165 acres, and another 175 acres. The same error attaches to the adjoining 
section as well, and the surveyor-general has no authority to relocate this quarter- 
section post, if standing. If lost or destroyed, it can he placed where the field-notes 
locate it. This is the cause of much litigation in this territory. 

It is not surprising that the work under the present system is full of serious errors. 
The deputy is under heavy expenses while in the field with his large party, and every 
additional day spent on the work means a large reduction of his profits. He often 
encounters important errors in preceding work, on which he must close his surveys, 
and instead of taking the necessary time to locate the error, and thus discontinue it, 
and not receiving pay for the same, his whole interest leads him to force a closing, 
which renders his notes antagonistic to the work as actually done in the field. 
The expenses of a deputy surveyor are from $16 to $20 dollars per day while in the 
field, including subsistence for men and animals and exclusive of transportation. 
The maximum rates per mile west of the Cascade mountains in this territory are 
$18 for standard lines, $16 for township lines, and $14 for section lines per mile. The 
usual estimate for the survey of a township is for 12 miles of township linos and 60 
miles of section lines, which, if there are no meanders, would amount to $1,032. The 
average time on townships under these rates is from thirty to fifty days, which will 
leave the deputy but a small compensation for the risk incurred if he does his work 
well. Work in open countries at a much lower rate is far more profitable, but still 
the temptation to hasten and slight the work under the contract system is not re- 
moved by any means. The policy of the Government during my administration has 
been to reduce the rates of surveys per mile as the difficulty of the work increased, 
while it must be well known that the most desirable portions of any country are the 
first to be surveyed, because first sought for settlement and offering the greatest profit 
to the contracting surveyor. 

In this district the most desirable country to survey is always the most desirable for 
settlement, and I consider it both for the interest of the Government and the settlers 
to discontinue surveys included in a contract, when found to be mountainous and un- 
desirable for settlement, and substitute other portions of the country more desirable 
and less broken and rugged. While this practice may favor the deputy in some in- 
stances, it will be found also to favor the settlers infinitely more, and while in some 
districts, where worthless arid plains may be sought by the deputy to be substituted 
for better land, although more broken, yet such reasons cannot apply to this district; 
hence the application of such a rule to* the whole country would prove as impractica- 
ble as the attempted application some years ago of one price per mile for all classes 
of land to be surveyed, which only resulted in delay and annoyance until corrected 
by subsequent legislation. 

And again, the usual delay in forwarding the official notice of annual appropria- 
tions and instructions to this office has always prevented the deputy from availing 
himself of the best portion of the season for doing his work in the field. It often 
happens that these instructions fail to reach here until late in August, and by the 
time contracts can be made and forwarded to your office for approval the surveyor 
cannot reach his work until late in September, about, the time that our raiuy season 
sets in. The result is that he has often to return and wait until the next spring before 
completing his work, and pay interest on what he has already invested for a year, in- 
stead of a few months if any interest was taken in his behalf. Then, again, the records 
of this office show that several straightforward accounts of deputy surveyors have been 
held for months before approval in your office simply because they had no special 
attorney employed to press their adjustment, while others had received their money 
about as soon as the return mail could bring it. 

Many amended instructions, claimed to lie in the interest of reform of abuses in the 
surveying system, have been made from time to time during my administration, but 
I regret to say that they have only been changes, and not reforms. And 1 again 
assert, without fear of successful contradiction, that these abuses will never cease 
until a corps of competent deputy surveyors for each district are selected and paid by 
salary for doing the work, and in point of economy both the Government and the 
public will be largely the gainers by this reform. 

HOMESTEAD AND PRE-EMPTION LAWS. 

The determined continuance of these two laws in their present condition by their 
advocates in Congress has opened an avenue to irregularities in their application 
only equaled perhaps by the misapplication of the timber-culture act, as approved 
June 14, 187tf, under which any interested party can lay claim to 160 acres, hold it to 
another on speculation, and abandon it under section 3 whenever a good opportunity 
offers. 

The only reasonable argument that suggests itself to me for a continuance of both 
the pre-emption and homestead laws, which are so nearly analogous in their benefits 
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to the settlers, is that if from any cause a settler should lose his home taken under 
one law he might secure a second one under the other. I 

If both laws remain in force, the required time for residence and cultivation before 
making proof under the pre-emption law should be extended to two years, and proof 
should be clear as to the character of the land sought under this law. A homestead 
should not be allowed to be commuted under two years after actual settlement is 
made. If these amendments were made, there would be fewer frauds practiced by 
those who are always ready to secure title for others, for a previously agreed consid- 
eration, to everything in the form of public lands. By far the largest bodies of val- 
uable timber securea in this territory have been taken under the pre-emption law 
prior to the act for the sale of timber land, approved Jane 3, 1878; and even since the 

Csage of that law, owing to its faulty phraseology, the pre-emption law has often 
n used to secure lands which were never intended to be used for homes, and no 
such improvements as are required for a home in any other country could be made 
without damaging the land for the purpose for which it is sought. 

This practice has already caused much contention and many unwarranted contests 
before the local land officers, who can only arrive at a decision upon the conflicting 
evidence of both interested contestants. 

In all such cases some authorized agent of the Government should make a personal 
inspection of the land sufficient to determine its character, and also the nature and 
condition of improvements claimed by the intending pre-emptor. The greatest dif- 
ficulty with our present system, both in surveys and the final f>roof on claims, is 
that it is made for the interest of parties to perjure themselves in both cases, and as 
it is well known that perjury is one of the most difficult crimes to punish tney will 
take the chances by being supported " by two disinterested witnesses," to whom they 
have or will soon, perhaps, extend the same favor. 

I know of no other class of agreements or contracts entered into between the peo- 
ple and the Government that are accepted by the Government without an inspection 
of the faithful performance and fulfillment in every particular. Owing to the con- 
fining, nature of the duties of the register and receiver of every land office they are 
powerless to investigate any doubtful case of either the character of the land or ex- 
tent of improvements, which, if clearly understood by them, from a reliable and dis- , 
interested source, their decisions would be less subject to reversal and would be more 
satiKfjictorv both to them and to all concerned. 

There should be an inspector for every land office in the United States, whose 
duties should be to personally report upon every claim, and the nature of the im- 
provements thereon, before proof is accepted ; and also to report upon the character 
of the land in case of contest arising under the different land laws. The salary of 
such an inspector or agent could be paid at much less cost than it now requires to at- 
tend to accumulated contests growing- out of the present system, and thus avoid the 
inevitable expense of numerous attending witnesses. Such an agent could examine 
all claims in the same locality, according to the maturity of their proof, and report by 
mail or in person to the register and receiver. The object of all subordinate offices 
should be to relieve as much as possible the chief office of detailed duties by a care- 
ful application of its principles and instructions, so as to complete as far as possible 
the work intrusted to it 

THE ACT OP JUNK 3, 1878, FOB THE 8ALK OF TIMBER LAND. 

The intention of this act was undoubtedly to enable qualified parties to purchase 
160 acres of land, valuable chiefly for its timber or stoue, and to prevent its abuse by 
those attempting to possess themselves of more agricultural land under its provisions 
than the law allowed them to take. The words "unfit for cultivation" were evi- 
dently intended to confine this law to the purchase of land valuable chiefly for its 
timber. Owing to this unfortunate phraseology, however, a ruling was made by the 
late Secretary Teller, intended evidently to prevent the misapplication of the act, but 
which opened the door again for the introduction of the pre-emption law, for the pur- 
chase of a class of land which was never intended to be taken under that law, any 
more than it was intended to take coal land by pre-emption. The fact that it may 
be possible to partially cultivate land after such timber as grows in this country is 
removed for commercial purposes, when it would cost at the lowest estimate $100 per 
acre to do~so, and that the same land can be purchased after the timber is removed 
almost anywhere about Puget Sound and its tributaries in large quantities at from 
50 cents to $1 per acre, is not a very strong argument in favor of the pre-emptor's 
sincerity in seeking this class of land for the honest purpose of making a home for 
himself and family. The timber alone, unless in proximity to some town, constitutes 
the chief value of such land, as will be clearly seen when well known that this class 
of land will produce from 4,000,000 to 8,000,000 feet per claim of 160 acres. This, at 
only 5 cents per 1,000 feet stumpage, would fix the value of the land at from $200 to 
$400 per acre. If the land is favorably located as to water for getting the logs to 
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market, the lowest ruling price bere for stumpage per 1,000 feet is 50 cents. This is 
why such land is sought at $1 25 per acre under the pre-emption act, while it costs 
$2.50 |>er acre if purchased under the act of June 3, 1878. Improved farms of the best 
quality on .the river bottoms can be purchased here for from $20 to $40 per acre, ac- 
cording to location and improvements. The land sought for bona fide farms in west- 
ern Washington is either open or brush land or covered principally by a growth of 
hard-wood timber, which, when cleared, the stomps will rot so they can be easily re- 
moved in five years, while the stumps of the fir and cedar, such as is sought for com- 
mercial lumber, besides being very large and growing densely, covering at least one- 
third of the ground, will last for forty or fifty years, and to attempt their removal at 
a less cost than $50 per acre is impossible even after the trees have been removed for 
lumber. To encourage the clearing of such land for farming purposes would be ft 
waste and destruction of a class of property which by all means the Government 
should seek to protect in its original condition, not only for its present value, bnt in 
consideration of a coming scarcity. No such growth of timber is found in any other 
portion of the world that I am aware of as that found in western Washington and 
Oregon, and while in some localities, where it has beeu sheltered from fire and wind, 
'considerably large bodies are found, yet, from careful estimates which I have made 
during an observation of over twelve years. I feel sure that not over 10 per cent, of the 
country west of the Cascade mountains is desirable timber for lumbering purposes. 

In this I am supported by the best lumbermen in this country. The fires alone, 
from burn i tig the (Slashings of the settlers in the dry season of the year, destroy much 
more valuable timber annually than all that is cut for lumber, and were it not for 
the natural tendency of this class of timber to reproduce itself on the same ground it 
would soon become exhausted. 

If th^re is any portion of the United States where a strict law for the exclusive sale 
of timber land should be enforced it is in western Washington, and such a law should 
be as clearly and plainly drawn as that for the sale of coal land ; 

It cannot be successfully claimed that such a law would in anyway work injustice 
to the settler who wishes to avail himself of a bona fide home, for the reason that 
there is scarcely a quarter-section of what is known as agricultural land iu this part 
of the country on which there dees not grow more Brand cedar thau can ever be used 
for building, fencing, and fuel, except it may bo on the tide-marsh lauds. 

The general objection heard from all intending settlers is that there is too much of 
this kind of timber to warrant an attempt at clearing for the purpose of cultivation. 

The lumbering interest of western Washington is the principal source of its wealth, 
and should be as carefully guarded by the Government as any other legitimate pur- 
suit. Were it possible at this time to have every quarter-section'of timber land owned 
by as many individuals, who would not dispose of it, all operations for the manufac- 
ture of lumber would at once cease, except along the immediate banks of streams, 
where a few logs could be put into the water by individual labor for the supply of 
local demands. 

The lumbering business of this country is conducted principally during the summer 
months, as there is no snow here for doing such work in winter. 

The logs being very large and correspondingly heavy, often scaling from 10,000 to 
15,000 feet per log, are handled only on costly constructed roads, often extending 
many miles into the interior. Some are regularly constructed railroads, operated by 
engines on steel rails and specially constructed cars and large forces of men and 
teams. The result is that no man or company with sufficient capital to successfully 
transport this class of timber for from 5 to 10 miles to water will put such works in 
operation unless they can secure the absolute control of a sufficient body of timber to 
warrant them in so doing. Hence the desire to secure as large bodies as possible in the 
same locality. Were it possible to handle this timber with the same force and at the 
same expense as is applied to the nine forests of Micbigau, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, 
where the winter snows and sleighs are used in its transportation to water, then each 
owner of a quarter-section of timber could place it in market at his leisure and by hit 
own means; but with this country every condition is different, and should be met by 
different laws. 

Instead of restricting the quantity of any one purchase of this timber to 160 acres 
at $2.50 per acre, with the probability of a contest in each case arising under the 
present pre-emption law and rulings, a law should be passed establishing the price at 
from $2.50 to $5 per acre, or even more, and the amount allowed to be purchased by 
any one citizen of the united States should be extended to 640 acres. This land 
should be appraised before sale, and the intended purchaser should be required to pub- 
lish his iutentions to purchase for at least ninety days preceding. The value of this 
class of land should at once be recognized by the Government, the same as coal land, 
and thns make it an object to see that it is not taken up under other laws, which were 
never intended for any such purpose. There should be but one law under which this 
class of land could be obtained, the same as that for the purchase of coal or other 
minerals of value. 
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This is the present law in British Columbia, and their land laws are more liberal 
toward the settler in many respects than ours, and there is no cause for frands nor 
complaints of any, because their lands are first examined by Government officers 
before being sold. 

ACT OF MARCH 3, 1873, FOR THK SALE OF COAL LAND. 

The price of coal land as fixed by this law is unjust and unreasonable as compared 
with the price of other mineral lands, and is calculated ro exclude all attempts at 
discovery or development by persons of ordinary means, as but few can pay $10 or 
$20 per acre for such quantities of land as are necessary for desirable coal-mining. 
Why a law should be passed fixing the price of coal land at $10 and $20 per acre, when 
the most valuable gold and silver lands are sold for $5 per acre, can only be explained 
by the answer that it was evidently intended to exclude all except the most wealthy 
from any attempt at discovery or development. 

This is not in accordance with the pretended spirit of our Government toward the 
discoverers of valuable deposits. This land should be reduced in price at least one- 
half. 

The law is clothed with the same faults of most of our other land laws, but I will 
only state one or two here. Any party can file his intention to purchase 160 acres, 
which excludes all other filings for oue year. At the end of the year, if not ready to 
purchase, he can have a friend at the land office, who can make a second filing of in- 
tended purchase, and thus hold it from purchase for another year, and so on indefi- 
nitely. A company of four persons under this law can purchase 640 acres of coal land, 
provided they expend $5,000 in improvements on the same; but eight men can take 
1,260 acres without expending anything for improvements, and form their company 
afterwards, which is the usual way of proceeding. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. McMICKEN, 
United State* Surveyor- General, Washington Territory, 

Hoc. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

CommUeioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 
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A. — Statement showing condition of contract* 



Contract. 



Date. 



Name ot deputy. 



Character and location of work. 



Oct 10, 1882 . 



White and Snow... 



289 



Feb. 13, 1883. 



295 i July 2, 1883. 



296 



304 



805 



July <U883. 



Olirer B. Iverson ... 



Edwin Biohardson. 



Charles Holcomb . 



February 9,1884, 
and special in* 
structions 
June 20, 1884. 



James T.and Samuel 
H. Berry. 



Special instruc- 
tions February 
20, 1884. 
February 27, 1884, 
and special in- 
structions 
July 19, 1884. 



Ernest Yon Gohren . 
James T. Sheets . . . 



North and east boundary, subdivisions, and meanders, 
T. 27 N., B. 35 E. 

North and east boundary and subdivisions, T. 27 N., B. 
36 E. 

East and west boundary, subdivisions, meanders, and 
intersections on standard, T. 28 N., B. 38 E. 

Subdivisions and meanders, T.27N., B. 42 E 

Subdivisions, T.27N..B. 43 E 

East and west boundary, subdivisions, and intersec- 
tions on standard, T. 28 N., R. 48 E. 

Besurvey of west boundary; survey of north and east 
boundary, subdivisions, and meanders, T. 38 N., R. 4 E 

Besurvey of part of north and west boundary ; survey 
of part of east boundary, subdivisions, and meanders, 
T. 39 N., R. 4 E. 

Subdivisions, T. 15 N., R. 25 E , 

Subdivisions, T. 15 N„ R. 26 E 

Resurvey of north, south, and west boundary, and 
survey of subdivisions, T. 15 N., R. 27 E. 

Resurvey of west boundary : survey of north boundary 
and subdivisions of T. 15 N., R. 28 E. 

Resurvey of part of fourth standard parallel north 
through range 28 east ; survey of subdivisions and in- 
tersections on standard, T. 16 N., R. 28 E. 

Part of west boundary, T. 21 N., R. 19 E., exterior 
lines of T. 22, 23, and 24 N., R. 19 and 20 E., and in- 
tersections on standard. 

Subdivisions, T. 22 N., R. 19 E 

Subdivisions, T. 23 N., R. 19 E 

Subdivisions and intersections on standard parallel, T. 
24N..R.19E. 

Subdivisions and meanders, T. 22 N.. R. 20 E 

Subdivisions and meanders, T.23 N., R.20E 

Subdivisions, meanders, and intersections on standard, 
T. 24 N., R. 20 E. 

Subdivisions and meanders, T. 25 K., R, 21 E 

Subdivisions and meanders, T. 26 N., R. 21 E 

Subdivisions and meanders, T. 27 N., R. 21 E 

Resurvey of fifth standard parallel north and part of 
east boundary: survey of part of west boundary and 
fractional subdivisions, T. 21 N., R. 6W. 

Survey of fifth standard parallel north, part of west 
boundary, and subdivisions, T. 21 N.. R. 7 W. 

Resurvey of south and east boundary: survey of west 
boundary, subdivisions, and intersections on standard, 
T. 20 N., R. 7W. 

Surveyof fifth standard parallel north, through part of 
R. 8 w . ; resurvey of south and west boundary ; sur- 
vey of fractional subdivisions and intersectfona on 
standard, T. 20 N., R. 8 W. 

Survey of part of fifth standard parallel north, through 
R. 8 W.; west boundary and fractional subdivisions, 
T. 21 N., R. 8 W. 

Meanders of Crane Island, T; 36 N., R.2W 

T.34N., R. 9E 

T. 85 N., R.9E 

T. 33, 34, and 35 N., R. 10 E , 

Total number of miles run 

Total number of acres surveyed 

Total number of plats made 

Total amount paid on contracts 
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Miles surveyed. 



Standard. 



Township. 



M.e.1 



140 00 



600 00 



000 00 



6 00 00 



1 00 00 



M.e.1 
8 57 90 



11 77 31 
5 52 00 



10 59 80 
18 1 48 

11 77 72 



17 71 29 
12 7 10 



99 15 44 



600 00 

400 00 
15 9 59 

11 78 77 
2 00 00 



Section. 



M.e.1 
84 56 16 

69 68 89 

35 56 31 

59 23 31 
59 67 79 
59 85 81 

58 18 61 
47 3 78 

59 69 90 
59 65 80 

59 61 20 

60 81 80 
60 38 87 

44 29 



60 14 88 

60 15 26 

61 85 30 

59 24 12 

58 62 60 

60 71 73 

59 29 78 
59 57 76 
57 20 34 
29 446 



37 44 7 
61 3 89 

43 38 21 
29 79 60 



Meander. 



M.c.1 
10 14 3 



886 60 
3 73 75 



3 6 65 
27 58 83 



9 17 88 

12 44 53 
5 37 30 

13 21 35 
15 26 70 

3 16 8 



2 73 20 



Total. 



M.e.1 
51 48 9 

71 65 70 
49 64 91 

68 17 6 

69 67 79 

70 15 81 

79 21 74 
86 60 33 

59 69 90 
59 65 80 
77 52 49 

72 88 90 
61 78 87 

89 59 73 



60 14 83 

60 15 26 

61 85 30 

68 42 00 

71 27 13 
66 29 3 

72 51 13 
75 4 46 
60 36 42 
41 4 46 



47 44 7 
76 18 48 

60 36 98 

82 79 60 
2 73 20 



Acres. 



14,802.74 

22,976.76 

12,845.29 

22,715.53 
22,983.00 
22,517.17 

22,114.02 

16,473.30 

22,937.03 
22, 910. 18 
22, 847. 98 

23,340.99 

23,302.42 



23,051.71 
23, 079. 00 
23, 215. 08 

22,133.92 
21,909.20 
22,278.26 

21,637.48 
21,866.02 
21,355.26 
10,582.42 



13, 310. 05 
22,507.33 

16,256 64 

10,660.00 
22L66 



Plats made. 



?! 



Amount 
paid on 
contracts. 



$2,669 89 



► 2,507 50 



) 



2,434 86 



> a2,908 41 



1,808 49 



2,439 19 



75 00 



(6) 



19 40 00 



223 28 40 



1, 453 18 97 



115 26 90 



1, 811 34 27 



546,236.89 



29 29 



86 



14,837 84 



a $7,071.69 yet due deputy, to be included in deficiency estimate. 
Field-notes in office being platted and transcribed. 
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A. 1 — Statement of contracts for the survey of public lands in Washington Territory, charge 

for the fiscal i 



Contract 




277 



S79 



293 



801 



806 



August 24, 1881; 
special in- 
structions, 
Auguat4,1882. 



October20,1881; 
special in- 
structions, 
March 1, 1882. 



Joseph M. Snow. 



Gilbert M. Ward 



June 6, 1883. 



Octobers 1883.. 



October 17. 1883; 
special in- 
structions No- 
vember 28, 



June 28, 1884. 



WenoelKPlachy. 



George Gardiner 



Joseph A. Wheal- 
don. 



WencelH. Plachy 



Character and location of work. 



Standard. 



T. 23 and 24 N., R. 24 B . 



Miles sur 
veyed. 



Jf. e. L 



T. 24 and 25 N., R. 25 B . 



Resurvey of part of fourth standard parallel : 
survey of north boundary, subdivisions ana 
meanders, T. 17 N., R. 23 E. 

Survey of north and west boundary, subdivis- 
ions and meanders. T. 18 N., R. 23 E. 

Resurvey of part of west boundary ; survey of 
north boundary, subdivisions and meanders, 
T. 19 N., R. 23 E. 

Resurvey of east and west boundary ; survey 
of subdivisions, meanders, and intersections 
on standard, T. 20 N., R. 23 E. 

Subdivisions, T. 30 N., R. 39E 

Xorth and east boundary, subdivisions and 
meanders, T. 30 N , R. 41 E. 

North and east boundary, subdivisions and 
meanders, T. 31 N., R. 41 E. 

Eighth standard parallel, north and east boun- 
dary, subdivisions, and intersections on stand- 
ard, T. 32 N., R. 41 E. 

Resurvey of fifth standard parallel, north and 
west boundary, and survey of subdivisions, 
T. 21 N., R. 23 E. 

Resurvey of fifth standard parallel, north and 
west boundary, and survey of subdivisions, 
T. 21 N., R. 24 E. 

Resurvey of east and west boundary, and sur- 
vey of subdivisions, T. 22 N., R. 24 E. 

Resurvey of north, east, and west boundary, 
and survey of subdivisions, T. 21 N., R. 25 E. 

Resurvey of north and east boundary, and 
survey of subdivisions, T. 22 N... R. 25 E. 

Resurvey of east boundary, and survey of 
subdivisions, T. 23 N., R. 25 E. 

Resurvey of north and west boundary, and 
survey of subdivisions, T. 18 N., R. 20 E. 

Resurvey of east boandary, and survey of 
subdivisions, T. 19 X., R. 26 E. 

Resurvey of north, south, east and west boun- 
dary, and survey of subdivisions, T. 18 K., 
R. 27 E. 

Resurvey of north and east boundary, and 
survey of subdivisions, T. 19 N., R. 27 E. 

Resurvey of south and part of east and west 
boundary; survey of part of north and west 
boundary and subdivisions, T. 11 N., R. 8 W. 

Survey of fractional subdivisions and intersec- 
tions on standard, T. 12 N M R. 8 W. 

T. 82, 33, and 34 N. f R. 87 E., and T. 81, 32. 88, 
84, and 35 N., R. 38 E. 



1 51 25 



« 00 00 j 

6 00 00 
« 00 00' 
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mble to special deposits, under the provisions of section 9401, United 8laies Revised Statutes, 
ending June 20, 1885. 



Miles surveyed. 



i 



1 



Acres. 



Plats made. 






Amoont depos- 
ited. 



I 



*1 



jr.«.t. 



5 79 10 

1178 74 
9 79 11 

1383 8 



12 00 4 
12 00 50 
577 80 

11 79 80 

12 00 24 

12 00 00 
18 00 80 
11 79 12 

000 00 
11 79 70 

000 00 
22 78 20 

11 79 10 

13 79 00 



M.c.l 



M.c.l 



M.c.l. 



58 69 90 

59 53 81 

59 38 84 

61 28 97 

60 10 20 
65 52 90 

60 9 57 

59 58 90 

60 380 
60 889 

59 79 84 

60 1 79 
60 00 18 
59 78 4 
59 77 10 

59 74 6 

60 797 

59 78 13 
5174 98 
16 26 28 



12 59 10 

2 40 70 
425 80 

255 80 



10 48 6 
89 56 



74 19 86 

74 12 76 
78 62 75 

76 82 86 

60 10 20 
78 16 00 

72 49 62 

71 51 70 

78 3 10 

78 4 18 

71 79 84 
78 2 9 
71 79 80 
65 78 4 
71 76 80 
65 74 6 
88 6 17 

7177 28 

65 73 98 

16 26 28 



19,849.20 

22,655.65 
22,725.07 

28,711.47 

28,011.21 
21,285.64 

23,000.39 

22,816.81 

23,025.21 

23,081.40 

23,037.17 
28,049.88 
23, 04a 71 
22,994.06 
28,084.90 
28,008.41 
23,040.78 

22,995.62 

18, 219. 79 

5,700.54 



►$2,040 00 



> 2,628 00 



4,072 19 



8,040 24 




(a) 



$2,566 14 



800 



64,072 19 



750 



08,040 24 



150 
320 



1, 170 97 
(d) 



a Notes in offloe being platted sad transcribed. 
6 Includes f2.472.19, additional deposits. 



e Includes $4,440.24, sddiUonsl deposits. 
d No returns. 
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A 1 .— Statement of oontractsfor ike survey of public land* i* Wa$k 



Contract 



Date. 



Name of deputy. 



Character and location of work. 



Miles sur- 
veyed. 



Standard. 



807 



June 38,1884. 



David C. Thayer. 



807 



June 28, 1884. 



David C. Thayer 



m 



814 
815 



Septeml 
1884. 



iber 90, 



February 25,1885 
February 27,1885 



Gilbert M. Ward. 



James T. Sheets . 
Gilbert M. Ward. 



Fractional ninth standard parallel, south boun- 
dary, subdivisions and meanders, T. 88 N., B. 

Besnrvey of east boundary ; survey of ninth 
standard parallel, west boundary, subdivis- 
ions, and intersections on standard T.MN, 
B.38E. 

East boundary, fractional north and west boun- 
dary, subdivisions, and meanders, T. 87 N., 
B.S8B. 

Esst boundary, subdivisions, and meanders, T. 
88N..B.88E. 

Besnrvey of ninth standard parallel: survey of 
north and east boundary and subdivisions, T. 
87 H., B. 88 E. 

Besnrvey of west boundary; survey of north 
and east boundary and subatriskma, T. 84 N., 
B. 40 B. 

Besnrvey of west boundary » survey of north 
and east boundary and sabdivistaoa, T. 85 N. t 
B.40E. 

Ninth standard parallel north, through range 
40 E. : west boundary T. 86 N., B. 40 E. : east 
boundary T. 87 and WK..B. 40 E.; southeast 
fractional north and west boundary, subdivis- 
, T. 88 N„ B. 40 E. 



Jf.e.1 
41 50 



• 00 08 



800 08 



• 00 08 



ions, and 

Besnrvey of east boundary; survey of north 
boundary, fractional west boundary, and sub- 
divisions, T. 81 N., B. 12 W. 

T. 88 N., Bgs. and 7 E 

T.81N..B.10W 



Total number of miles run , 

Total number of acres surveyed 

Total number of plats made 

Total amount deposited for field and office 

work 

Total amount paid for field-work 



88 8275 
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Milee surveyed. 






Plats made. 


Amount depos- 
ited. 


»- 














si 










Acres. 




P 






i 


i 


«* 

1 


p. 
H 


jj 

J 


i 


1 




| 


i 


1 


i 

& 


8 
1 

1 


t 


JT.0.L 
114 00 


M.e.l 
1878 6 


M.e.l 
7 5 75 


M.e.l 
22 74 30 


6,010.06 


1 


1 




3 


1 






11 70 80 


80 6 68 




78 5 89 


23,030.82 


1 


1 




8 








11 10 00 


80 5148 


7 72 41 


58 82 89 


15,986.65 


1 


1 




8 








458 00 


28 8175 


8 4168 


4146 43 


10,691.60 


1 


1 




8 








12 2 28 


80 1140 




78 13 74 


23,000.10 


1 


1 




3 


> 4,860 00 


820 








04,880 00 


17 79 8 


80 725 




73 638 


28,022.98 


1 


1 




8 








18 1 5 


80 10 68 


«••••••*• 


78 11 73 


23,067.58 


1 


1 




8 








87 48 77 


58 89 04 


8 40 50 


106 68 21 


21,956.46 


2 


2 




5 








18 8 48 


29 50 18 




42 58 61 


10,484.84 


1 


1 


i 


8 


1,138 00 


100 


628 47 




















1,020 00 
850 00 


200 
100 


<*> 






































888 488 


1,547 58 51 


00 82 86 


1,964 48 87 


500,126.98 


HO 


80 


20 


80 




































29,218 43 


2,840 




I 
















20,88161 


1 





















a $1822.20 due deputy from depositors. 

b Notes in ofBoe being platted and transcribed. 

«Koi ' 
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B. — Statement of contracts let for the survey of public lands in Washington Territory, the 

on contracts under the appropriation for 



Contract. 



108 



310 



Date. 



Aug. i5, 1884 
Aug. 27, 1884 



Aug. 28, 1884 



Special in* 

I struotions, 

Oct 18, 1884 

812 Oct 27, 1884 



811 
816 

817 

818 

821 



Nov. 20, 1884 
Apr. 22, 1885 

Apr. 25,1885 

Apr. 20, 1885 

May 8, 1885 



Name of deputy. 



James L. Mann... 
Jacob Bio hard son . 



Edwin Richardson. . 



Benjamin A. Deets . 
James T. Berry 



Oliter B. Iverson 

Lewis Van Vleet 

Edwin and Jaoob Rich- 
ardson. 
Frank W. Campbell. . . 

Dudley S. B. Henry . . . 



Character and location of work. 



T.22N.,R.tlE.;T. 18 N., R. 22 B ; T. 22 and 23 N., B. 
23 B.; T. 17, 18, 19, and 20 N., R. 24 E., and T. 17 and 18 
N., R. 25 E. 

Besurvey of second standard parallel north through part 
of range 14 east and ranges 15. 16, 17. 18, 10, and ft) east; 
surrey of the second standard parallel north through 
range 18 east and part of range 14 east, and survey of 
east and west boundary and intersections on standard 
T. 18 N., R.13B. 

Fractional west boundary T. 7 N., R. 21 E., and fractional 
north and weat boundary T. 7 N., R. 22 E. 

Exteriors T. 7 N., R. 11 E., and T. 8, 0, 10, and 11 N. t R. 
18 E. 

Subdivisions and intersections on standard T. 8 N., R. 
18 E. 

SubdiTiatona and meanders T. 7 N., R. 20 B 

Resurrey of south boundary ; survey of subdivisions and 
meanders T. 7 N., R. 21 E. 

Resurvey of south and east boundary : survey of subdi- 
visions and meanders T. 7 N., B. 22 IS. 

T. 7N. f R.U E.; T. 0, 10, and 11 N., R. 18 E 

Resurvey of section line, triangulation. enrvcy of sec- 
tion line and meanders of island, T. 8 N., R. 4 w". 

Fractional subdivisions and meanders T. 11 N., R. 6. E... 

Resurvey of east boundary, fractional north and south 
boundary and section lines ; survey of fractional subdi- 
visions and meanders T. 26 N., R. 7 B. 

T. 87and38N.,R.5E 

T. 29 N., B. 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28 E.; T. 80 N. f B. 29 B. ; T. 
28 N., R. 81, 82, 83,84, and 85 B. 

T. 6 N., B. 9 and 11 E.; T. 7 N M B. 8, 9, and 10 E 



Second standard parallel N. through part of R. 40 B. and 

B.4i.42.and43E. 
T. 16N.,B.4E.,andT. 17N., B.5B 



Totals 

Totals brought forward from statement A... 
Totals brought forward from statement A 1 . 



Total nomber of miles ran 

Total number of acres surveyed . 



Number of township plata made ■ 

Number of township, donation, and mineral plata, trac- 
ings, See., made. 



Total number of plata and tracings made. 
Total amount paid on contracts , 
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number of milee and acres in each townehip, ike number of plate made, and the amount paid 
theJUcal year ending June 30, 1885. 





Number of miles surveyed. 


1 


Plats made 




1 


Standard. 
JT. e. 1 


Township. 
U . e. L 


1 

Section. 

M. 6. 1 


Meander. 
JT. e. 1 


Total | Acres. 

f 

1 

Jf. c 1. ' 


1 




i 


1 


Amount 

paid on 

oon tracts. 

i 

1 ~ 
| (•) 

1 $978 97 


48 00 00 


11 41 80 
8 82 00 


32 87 





59 74 17 
8 32 00 





1 


i 

i 


i 


2 
9 






1 

i 


, 


i 

124 OS 









1 




| 


822 06 




59 25 92 
4 6 66 




59 25 92 


i 1 

21, 84a 65 | 1 1 1 
2,205.25 1 1 


1 ! 3 

1 3 
1,8 

1 ' 3 

I 




4 SO SO 


8 M IS 


■j 




6 7 00 


84 21 8 7 48 60 ! 48 A fit 


13, 058. 17 ' 1 
21, 800. 13 1 


i 

i 






11 78 50 i 58 41 84 ! 5 8 25 ' 75 48 59 
1 i 


> 1,808 71 








20 00 




69 75 55 16 1 44 90 

8 187' 95600; 17 6787 
45 10 21 ' 2 70 ' fil S7 7ft 


9 00 

2,505.71 
16, 054. 71 


1 

1 
1 


i 

i 
i 


1J3 

li 8 
1 8 


' 


} 1,188 24 

(*) 
(5) 

(0) 

<W 

(b) 




14 28 87 




! ' 




i:::::::::;!::::::::::::::::::::::::,:::;:::;::::. 














i • i ••• i • • 












::::::::::::v:::::::,:::::::::::j::::::::::: 















1 






1 




i 


' 1 


}•-••••••-•• 












48 00 00 
19 40 00 
88 82 75 


52 27 67 
223 28 40 
838 426 


210 69 20 
1,453 18 97 
1,547 58 51 


29 77 20 
115 26 90 
60 32 85 


341 14 7 
1,811 34 27 
1,984 48 37 


77, 473. 62 
646,236,39 
590,126.93 


9, 9 

29 ' 29 

30 | 80 


7 | 25 

28 1 86 

29 89 




105 72 75 


613 60 83 


8,211 66 68 


205 56 95 


4, 187 16 71 




I 












**"! 










1 




1, 213, 836. 94 


68 68 a* 3M 
















! 






:::::::::: :::::::::::i:::::::::::::i::::::::::: 


1 


40 j 16 


16 1 72 




I 1 1 
i i 


1 




I ' ! 






108 | 84 

....j 


80 272 

1 




i ' 










4,940 00 


1 1 i 






....j 


1 



a Not completed. 

6296 P L 28 



b Contracts waiting action of commission. 
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BEFOBT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF WYOMING. 



United States Surveyor-General's Office, 

Cheyenne, Wyo., July 27, 1885. 

Sir : In compliance with the instructions contained in your circular letter of April 
9, 1885, initial " E, M I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report, in 
duplicate, of the surveying operations in the district of Wyoming for the' fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1885, with tabular statements as follows, viz : 

A. — Statement of contracts eutered into under the regular appropriation for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 

B.— Statement of deposits by Union Pacific Railway Company for surveys and office 
work, showing amounts expended therefrom. 

regular appropriation. 

Under the apportionment of $20,000 for surveys in this district dnring the fiscal 
year three contracts were entered into, which have all been completed, the field-notes 
approved, and the accounts, amouuting to $19,496.79, paid, leaving an unexpended 
balance of $503.21 of the appropriation. 

SPECIAL DEPOSITS BY INDIVIDUALS. 

No contracts have been let during the year payable from special deposits. The 
returns of the surveys of the exterior and subdivision lines of 64 townships, viz, T. 
41 to 48 N., R. 83 to 88 W., both inclusive; 41 to 44, inclusive, N., R. 89 to'92, inclu- 
sive, west of the sixth principal meridian, executed by Edward F. Stable, under bis 
contract No. 112, dated September 21, 1880, and payable from special deposits, hire 
been approved. 

DEPOSITS BY RAILWAY COMPANIES. 

No contracts have been let payable from deposits by railway companies. Contract* 
Nos. 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, and 224, reported as unfinished in last annual report from 
this office, have all been completed with the exception of one township in contract 
No. 221. 

AGGREGATE OF WORK DONE DURING THE F*ISCAL YEAR. 

Miles. Ch»ta. 

Standard lines retraced 1,483 18.67 

Township lines retraced 2,013 41.20 

Standard lines surveyed 161 6195 

Township lines surveyed - 1, 107 33.67 

Subdivision lines surveyed 9,677 23.11 

Total surveyed 14,443 19.50 

Number of townships subdivided 168 

Total acreage of townships subdivided 3, 690, 471.79 

Number of plats and diagrams made 538 

Number of descriptive lists made (862 townships) 1,784 

Aggregate amouut of special deposits under sections 2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised 
Statutes, as follows, viz : 

Field work .\ $101,165 65 

Office work 8,160 00 

Office work deposits on mineral surveys 3000 
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No mineral claims, private land claims, or to wn-sites have been surveyed or ordered 
during the year. 

Of tne contracts let previous to June 30, 1884, all have been completed except por^ 
tfonsof No*. 112, 139, 158, 131, 210, and 221. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. MELDRUM, 
United States Surveyor-General. 
Hon. Wm. A. J. Sparks, 

Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C. 



A. — Statement of contracts entered into with deputy surveyors under the appropriation for 
surveying the public lands for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1885. 



li 


Date. 


22* 


Aug. 13, 1884 


220 


8ept.fi, 1884 


217 


Feb. 9, 1886 



Name of deputy. 



Robert M. Jones. 



Daniel Carry and 
E dwar d M. 
Hutchinson. 



Robert li. Jones. 



Synopsis of surveys. 



Exteriors of T. 29 and 30 N., R. 103 and 104 W., 
30, 31, and 32 N., R. 101 and 102 W., 31 and 32 
N., R. 100 W., 24 N.. R. 101, 102, 103, and 104 W.; 
and subdivisions of T. 25, 26, 27, and 28 N., R. 
72 W., 26 and 27 N., R. 71 W. t 26 N., R. 73 W., 
23 N., R. 99 W., and 24 N., R. 93, 94, 95, 96, 99, 
and 100 W. of tbe sixth principal meridian. 

Exteriors of T. 24 N.. R. 93, 94, 95. 97, 98, and 99 
W.. 23 N., R. 98 and 99 W. ; subdivisions of T. 
30, 31, and 82 N„ R. 100 W., 24, 30. 31,and 32 N., 
R. 101 W., 24, 25, 26, 30, 81, and 32 N. t R. 102 W., 
24, 25, 26. 29, and 30 N., R. 103*nd 104 W. of the 
sixth principal meridian. 

Subdivisions of T. 23 N., R. 98 Tv*., and 24 N., R. 
97 and 98 W. of tbe 6th principal meridian. 



Amount 
paid. 



17,857 42 



10,583 74 



1,055 63 



B. — Statement of special deposits made by Union Pacific Railway Company and branches 
for surveys and office work, and the expenditures therefrom, for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1885. 



Date. 



June 80,1884 
April 20, 1885 
June 10,1885 



Oct. 23,1884 
Oct. 11,1884 
Jan. t, 1885 
Jan. 16,1885 
Jan. 21,1885 
April 4,1885 
April 20, 1885 
April 20, 1885 
Hay 2,1885 
Jane 80,1885 



Deposits. 



By balanoe of deposits unexpended 

By amount transferred from other districts. 
By amount transferred from Nebraska 



Total available deposits. 



KXrmifDITUBJBS. 

To amount paid in contract No. 224 . 
To amount paid in contract No. 222 . 
To amount paid in contract No. 220 . 

To advance for office work 

To amount paid in contract No. 219 . 

do 

To amount paid in oontract No. 221 . 
To amount paid in oontract No. 223 . 

To advanoe for office work 

To balanoe of deposits unexpended . 



Total . 



Survey. 



$18,955 62 

9, 014 01 

54 01 



28,023 64 



$4.767 69 
3,135 66 
1,962 04 



8,994 70 

54 01 

4,827 11 

4,292 48 



28,028 64 



Office work. 
$3,379 95 



8,379 95 



$2,000 00 



118 75 



3,379 95 
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INDEX. 



A. 

Page. 

Abandoned military reservations, sales of 75,76 

Aberdeen, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 268 

Accounts adjusted 8,223 

division of, work performed in 223 

miscellaneous .\ 222 

of deputy surveyors 222 

receivers 222 

surveyors-general 222 

progress of ac\j ustment of 228 

repayment 8,222 

state fund 222 

swamp-land indemnity 222 

Acres, number of, disposed of under existing laws during the year (tee alto folder facing page 

302) 4 

Agricultural-college scrip, locations made with, area covered by, and number of patents on, 

Issued 4,89,90 

selections approved 8*92 

Alabama, bounty -land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (Set Recapitulation.) 

Alaska, mining regulations for 304 

Amendment of act of July 5, 1884, providing for the disposal of relinquished military reserva- 
tions, recommended : 75, 76 

Amendments of the public land laws recommended 79-81 

Andrews, George H., agent of the Oregon and California Railroad Company, letter to, respect 

ing seleetion* for the road ► 200,201 

Apportionment of appropriation for surveying public landn 145 

Appropriation, estimate of, for contingent expense* of land offices 236 

examination of claims for swamp lands and swamp-land indem- 
nity 236 

surveys 238 

expenses of depositing money received from sales of lands 236 

hearings in fraudulent land claims 236 

protection of public lands 236 

timber 236 

reproducing plats 287 

survey, appraisement, sale, and pay of custodians of abandoned 

military reservations 239 

surveys of public lands 238 

Appropriations, estimates of, detailed Tor salaries and commissions of registers and receivers. . 235, 236 

for contingent expenses of offices of surveyors-general 237, 238 

# salaries of Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner, and clerks 

of the General Land Office, dec, and for law books and maps 232, 233 

surveying confirmed private land claims 238, 239 

for surveys from 1862 to 1 865, statement of 230, 231 

surveys under the annual 146 

Area of public land surveyed and unsurveyed 158-160 

Arizona, bonnty-land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (Set Recapitulation.) 
Arizona. New Mexico, and Colorado, Indian pueblos and private land claims, confirmed and 

unconfirmed, list of 138-144 

Arkansas, bounty-land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, during the fines! year. iSee Recapitulation.) 

Arroyo de San Loreneo private land grant 21 

Assignments. (See Desert Land.) 

Atlantic and Pacific Railroad vt. Lyon, case ef 207-209 

At wood et aL, case of. (Se* Timber Trespass.) 



Bayfield, Wis. , land office, statement of busiuess at, dnring the fiscal year 298 

Beatrice, Nebr.. land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 282 

Beaubien and Miranda, or Maxwell land graut 18,125-129 

Benson, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 274 

Birch vt. Smith. (See Pre-emption.) 

Bismarck, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 259 

Blanks, circular respecting the distribution of 102 

Bloomington, Nebr., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 282 

Board of adjudication, number of cases confirmed by 6,92 
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Bodle, Cal., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 349 

Boise City, Idaho, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year Ml 

Boonville, Mo. , land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year Sit 

Boundary between Colorado and Utah, surrey of 147 

Dakota and Montana, survey of K7 

Bounty-land warrant business, condition of 4,6,94,91 

Bozeman, Mont, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 281 

Bradbury , Charles, letter to. (See Desert Land.) 

Buri Bufi private land grant 20,139-187 

€. 

California and Oregon railroad. (See Railroads.) 

California, bounty-land warranto location in M 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

indemnity school selections in, of double-minimum land, baaed on deficiencies of 

double the qurntity of single-minimum land 94,99 

private land claims in, patented 18? 

resurveya in, during the fiscal year 14f 

swamp claims, under false returns of lands as such, discussed. ( See Swamp Grant.) 

Camden. Ark., laud office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 243 

Canada de Guadelupe private land grant 20, 135-137 

Canals, land concessions for 196, 194 

Carson City, Kev., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 287 

Caah receipts from all sources 4,5 

sales of public lands *>\§ 

system of sales, abolishment of lairs establishing the, recommended 73 

Central City, Colo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 254 

Chaves, Ignacio, and others, private land grant of 21 

Cherokee school lands, sales of 9 

strip lands, sales of 4 

Cheyenne, Wyo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 141 

Circrlar regarding proceedings on special agents' reports in regard to fraudulent entries 314 

publication of notices 101, 142 

railroad indemnity selections 2(4) 

selections of indemnity school lands 43,44 

the cutting of timber by land-grant and right-of-way railroad companies 

for construction purposes 314, 311 

distribution ef blanks 142 

Citizenship of homestead and timber culture applicants (letter to local land officers at Huron, 

Dak.) 9T 

Claim, private, in Florida satisfied by issue of scrip Iff 

Claims, donation, in New Mexico, canceled 107 

Oregon, and Washington, patented 197 

Indian, patented ". 147 

mining, number of patents on, issued S4S 

private, in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, and Louisiana, patented Iff 

California, patented Iff 

Claims, private, in New Mexico patented Iff 

private land, discussed 17-21 

legislation in respect to, recommended 21 

patented 4, Iff 

Coal-land entries . 5,7,141 

patents, number of, issued 3,994 

Colorado, bounty -land warrant locations in M 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

resurveysin 182,181 

Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona Indian pueblos and private land claims, confirmed and un- 
confirmed, list of • 138-144 

Colorado-Utah boundary -line, survey of 147 

Commutation feature of the homestead law, repeal of, recommended 71 

Commutations of homestead entries, instructions relating to proof in support of (letter to 

local land officers at Valentine, Nebr.) 97 

Commuted homesteads during the fiscal year, area of lands embraced In &4 

Compensation of registers and receivers 228,224,226-219 

Concessions for canals 195,149 

railroads 187-199 

wagon-roads 194, 114 

' Concordia. Sans., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 299 

Confirmations by board of adjudication 4,99 

Constructive compliance with law. (See Homestead, Pre-emption,' and Desert Land.) 

Contracts, excess of cost of surveys overestimated liabilities of 179} 

substitutions under surveying, awarded 174,111 

surveying, and bonds 172,173 

surveying, suspended 183 

Crook b ton, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 273 



Dakota, bounty-land warrant locations in . 99 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Dakota-Montana boundary-line, survey of Mf 

Dardanelle, Ark. , land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 343 

Dead wood. Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 939 

Del Norte, Colo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year *. 394 

Dempster, James, case of. (See Pre-emption.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 439 

Page. 

Denver City, Colo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 255 

Deposits for surveys, statement of, from 1862 to 1885 230,231 

on account of surreys during the year 8 

Deposit system, surveys under the 11-17,161-171 

Depredations on public timber * 81-83,236,305-815 

Deputy surveyors, accounts of 222 

DESERT LANDS— 

Assignments of lands entered under the act prior to proof are not admissible (case of 

Peter French si at) 99,100 

Construction of the act (letter to Special Agent George) 100 

Discussion of the act and its repeal recommended 73-75 

The object of the act is not fulfilled by mere formalities and constructive compliance 

with the law (letter to Charles Bradbury) 101 

Entries (original) made during the year 4,7 

(final) made during the year 5,7 

Dee Moines, Iowa, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 260 

Detroit, Mich., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 272 

Devil's Lake, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 259 

Disbursements 222 

Division B (recorder's) — 89-91 

• C (public lands) 92-106 

D (private land claims) 107-144 

E (surveying) 145-184 

F(rai!ro«d) 185-209 

G (pre-emption) 210-212 

K (swamp land) 213-220 

L (draughting) - 221 

M (accounts) i 222-302 

N (mineral) 303,304 

P (special service) 305-321 

Donation claims in New Mexico canceled 107 

Donation claims in New Mexico, Oregon, and Washington Territories patented 9, 107 

Donation entries made during the year, area covered by — 4 

P/»t8Qn 9$. Thomas, case of. (See Timber Culture.) 

Double minimum land selected as school indemnity in lieu of single-minimum deficiencies, rul- 
ing in respect to 94,95 

Draughting division of the General Land Office, work performed in 221 

Dulnth, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 275 

Durango, Colo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 256 

E. 

Bast Saginaw, Mich., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 273 

Eaton, E. W-jprivate land grant of 20 

Eau Claire, wis., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 299 

Entries and filings. 6,7 

Entries, fraudulent land 48-67 

investigation of 64-67,815-318,320-321 

Entry, changes of 222 

Estanoia private land grant (Nolan No. 8), the 21 

Estimates of appropriations. (See Appropriation and Appropriations.) 

Eureka, Nev., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 287 

Kvanston, Wyo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 802 

Examinations, office, of returns of surveys 178,179 

Examinations of surveys in the field 179-182 

Excesses in entries over areas allowed by law to be entered 4 

Exemplifications, legislation in regard to moneys received in payment for, recommended 81 

F. 

Palls of Saint Croix, Wis., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 299 

Fargo, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 260 

fees and commissions received 6 

legislation in regard to, recommended 81 

Fencing public lands 318-320 

Fergus Falls, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 276 

Filings and en tries 6,7 

miscellaneous, number of 5 

pre-emption, number of 5 

Final desert-land entries msde during the year 5, 7 

homestead entries made during the year 5, 7 

proofs 76-79 

timber-culture entries made during the year 5,7 

Florida, bounty-land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

private land claims in, satisfied by issue of scrip 107 

surveying districts of Nebraska and 182 

Forests, preservation of 83.84 

FORFEITURES OF RAILROAD GRANTS— 

Discussed 38-45 

Not necessary to be declared where the roads were not definitely located and were not 

constructed 39 

Pending consideration of the question, selections by the California and Oregon railroad 

will not be considered 200 

Pending consideration of the question, selections by the Oregon and California railroad 

will not be considered 200,201 

Where the roads were not completed within the time prescribed by law 39-45 
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Fraudulent entries, proceedings on special agents' reports regarding 316, Ut 

land entries 48-41 

investigation of 64-07 

reports of special agents and looal land officers respecting 59-41 

French, Peter, et aL, case of. (£m Desert Land.) 

O. 

Gainesville, Fla., land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year Mi 

Garden City, Kans. . land office, statement of business at, daring the flsoal year 297 

Glen wood Sprinss, Colo., land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year 991 

Gonaales, Salvador, private land grant of 21 

Grand Forks, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the flsoal year 261 

Grand Island, Nebr., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 39 

Grant, alleged private, to Michael Peralta 21, 22, 108-Uf 

private, Beaubieu and Miranda, or Maxwell 18, 125-01 

BuriBmi .. 20, 135-1* 

< Jafiada de Guadalupe la Visitacion y Rodeo Ylejo 20, 135-16? 

land, of Anton Leroux 21 

B. M. Montaya 21 

E. W.Eaton 21 

Francis Martinez 21 

Gervacio Nolan 19,121-125 

Ignacio Chaves and others 21 

John Scolley 21 

Salvador Gonzales 21 

theEstancia(NolanNo.8) 21 

Sedillo 21 

RancboLaguna deTaohe 10,20,117-119 

Muscupiabe 20, 116-117 

San Rafael de la Zanja 110-121 

Sangre de Cristo 18,11 

the Arroya de San Lorenzo private land 21 

William et al., case of. (See Trespass; letter of the Secretary to the Attorney-Gene- 
ral.) 

Grants fo.r canals 105,144 

railroads. (See Concessions and Railroads.) 
forfeiture of. (See Forfeitures.) 

wagon-roads 104. IK 

Nolan private land 19, 121-125 

of swamp lands 213-231 

defects in ascertaining the specific tracts embraced in : 46-44 

Spanish and Mexican, legislation in regard to, recommended 2} 

private land, discussed 17-2} 

data in regard to 100-114 

state and territorial 48,92-44 

to the California and Oregon and Oregon and California railroads, forfeiture of. (See 
Forfeitures and Railroads.) 
Gunnison, Colo., land office, statement of business at, durin g the fiscal year 264 



Hailey, Idaho, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 204 

Han ford, J. F., letter to, regarding the unlawful control of public lands 108 

Harrison, Ark., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year MS 

Helena, Mont, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year -. 20 

Henney v$. Petoraon, case of. (See Homestead.) 

Holcomb. Ellen M , ruling made in letter to. (See Homestead and Pre-emption.) 

HOMESTEAD— 

Amendment of laws recommended 70-41 

Are* of lands embraced in commutations during the fiscal year 5,4 

Entries (original) made during the year 4,7 

(final) made during the year $,T 

Indian 4 

Five-year 71 

Repeal of the law in regard to commutations recommended 70,71 

Rulings : 

A homesteader's family should live with him on the land entered where family rela- 
tions are maintained (letter to Thomas J. George) 45 

Citizentibip of applicants (letter to local land officers at Huron, Dak.) 97 

Constructive compliance with law (instructions to local land officers at Aberdeen, 

Dak.) 94 

Continuous inhabitation required (cases of Henney v$. Peterson and John T. Ro- 

nayne) - 95,98,97 

Instructions relative to proof in support of commutations (letter to local land offi- 

cers at Valentine, Nebr.) .. 97 

Removal of improvements after making final proof is prima faeie evidence of bad 

faith (letter to Ellen M . Holcomb) 05. OS 

Humboldt, Cal. , land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 245 

Hnntsville, Ala , land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 241 

Huron, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 241 

I. 

Idaho, disposal of lands in, daring the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Inclosures of public lands, entries of lands within TO 

Indemnity school selections. (See School Lands.) 

selections, railroad, circular in regard to 240 

withdrawals, Northern Pacific raproad 201-204 
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Independence, Kana., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 987 

Indian claims patented 9,107 

homestead entries 4 

lands, sales of 4,6 

pneblos and private land claims, confirmed and aneonfirmed, in New Mexico, Arisona, 

and Colorado, list of 188-144 

reservations, sorvey of 146,147 

reservation, Zuni 103-106 

Instructions as to proceedings on special agents' reports regarding fraudulent entries ■ 318 

construing the desert land law. (See Desert Land ; letter to Special AgentOeorge.) 
relating to proof in support of pre-emption claims and commoted homestead en- 
tries (letter to local land officers at Valentine, Nebr.) 97* 

respecting constructive compliance with law by settlers. (See Homestead and 
Preemption.) 
indemnity school selections. (See School Lands.) 

publication of notices 101,102 

railroad indemnity selections 209 

the cutting of timber by land-grant and right-of-way railroad compa- 
nies for construction purposes 314,315 

distribution of blanks 102,103 

Internal improvements, selections of land approved for 8 

Iowa, disposal of land in, daring the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Ironton, Mo. , land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year 280 

Israel Dodge scrip, entries with 4 



Jackson, Miss., land offioe, statement of business at, during the fiscal year . . . , 270 

K. 



i, bounty-land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, daring the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Indian trust lands, sales of 5 

resurveysin, during the fiscal year - 148 

remarks in regard to 182,183 

trust and diminished reserve lands, sales of 5 

Xirwin, Kana., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 288 



La Crosse, Wis., land office, statement of business at, during fiscal year 300 

La Grande, Oreg. , land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 290 

Laguna de Tache, ranoho 19,20,117-119 

Lake City, Colo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 258 

Lakeview. Oreg., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 291 

Land offices, list of : 108 

statement showing earnings of, during the fiscal year 225-229 

statistics 224,225 

Lands, area of, in public land states and territories, surveyed and unsurveyed 158-180 

disposed of during the fiscal year (tee also .Recapitulation) 4,5 

public and Indian, sales of 4 

rapid absorption of 79 

Lamed, Kan*., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 288 

LasCruces, N. Mex., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 288 

Law. constructive compliance with. (See Homestead, Pre-emption, and Desert Land.) 

Laws, public land, amendment of, recommended ... 79-81 

Leadville, Colo., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 257 

Legislation recommended abolishing the cash system of sales 75 

as to relinquished military reservations 75, 78 

in rigard to fees 81 

fraudulent surveys and destruction of surveying mon- 
uments 17 

money received for making exemplifications 81 

private laud claims 28 

repealing the act of June 22, 1874, providing for relief of settlers 
within railroad limits and indemnifying the rail- 
road companies 48 

commutation feature of the homestead law ^.. . . 71 

desert land act 75 

laws allowing surveys to be made on account of de- 
posits of money by individuals . . e 17 

timber and stone law 73 

timber-culture law 78 

respecting special agents 68, 87 

Leroux, Anton, private land grant of v 21 

Lewiston, Idaho, land office, statement of business at. during the fiscal year 285 

Limits, terminal, of grant to Northern PaciBc railroad 199,200 

Lincoln, Nebr., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 284 

List of confirmed and unconfirmed Indian pueblos and private land claims in New Mexico, 

Arizona, and Colorado '. 138-144 

land offices 108 

surveyors-general, with residences 188 

Little Rock, Ark., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 243 

Locations. (See Warrants and Scrip.) 
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Los Angeles, CaL, land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year 888 

Louisiana, bounty-land warrant locations in 80 

disposal of lands in, daring the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

resurveysin, daring the fiscal year 140 

Lyon (case of A tlantio and PeoTfio Railroad vs. Lyon) 30T, 300 



Map of the United States and Territories (appended). 

Maps and plate 3,331 

Marquette, Mich., land office, statement of bosiness at, during the fiscal year 271 

MarUnes. Francis, private land grant of 39 

Marysville, CaL, land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year 347 

Maxwell land grant '. II 

McCook, Nebr., land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year 384 

Menasha, Wis., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 800 

Merwin, Lottie M.. case o£ (See Pre-emption.) 

Mexican and Spanish land grants discussed 17-30 

Michigan, bounty *land warrant locations in M 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Miles City, Mont., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 30 

Military bounty-land warrant business, condition of 4,5,91 

Military reservations placed by the President under control of the Secretary of the Interior 
for disposal under act of July 5, 1884, appropriation for appraisement, 

sale, and custodians of, recommended 383 

relingnished 75,7(1,157 

scheduleof 148-107 

Miller, Guilford (case o( Northern Pacific Railroad Company «•. Guilford Miller] 201-338 

Mineral lands division of General Land Office, work performed and condition of business in. . 80S, 104 

entries of 4,5,7,8m 

Mineral patents, number of, issued 8,801 

Mining regulations for the district of Alaska SOI 

Minnesota, bounty-land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Miscellaneous accounts S3 

Mississippi, disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 
Missouri, disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Mitchell, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 30 

Montana, bounty-land warrant locations in 10 

Montana-Dakota boundary-line, survey of 147 

Montana Improvement Company, depredations upon timber by, on lands within railroad 

limits (letter of the Secretary to the Commissioner) 311-314 

Montaya,B. M.. private land grant of SI 

Montgomery, Ala. , land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 841 

Musoupiaberancho ..j .• 80,116-117 



Natchitoches, La., land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year 871 

Nebraska, bounty-land warrant locations in 80 

Neligh, Nebr., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 390 

Nevada, disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

New Mexico. Arizona, and Colorado Indian Pueblos and private land claims, confirmed and 

unconfirmed, list of 188-144 

New Mexico, bounty-land warrant locations in 80 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

donation claims in. canceled 107 

private land claims in, patented 9,101 

New Orleans, La., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 873 

Niobrara, Nebr., land office, atat ement of business at, during the fiscal year 881 

Nolan private land grant No. 3 (Estancia) the 31 

grants 131-185 

Northern Pacific railroad. (See Railroads.) 

North Platte, Nebr., land offioe, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 381 

Notices, circular regarding publication of 101, 108 



Oberlin, Kans., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 800 

Occupation, unlawful, of the public lands (letter to J. F. Hansford) 108 

Olvmpia. Wash., land offioe, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 380 

Omaha Indian lands, sales of 

Order of the Commissioner as to special cases 108 

Oregon and California railroad. (See Railroads.) 

Oregon, bounty-land warrant locations in 00 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Oregon City, Ores., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 80S 

Osage ceded lands, sales of § 

trust and diminished reserve lands, sales of § 

Oxford, Idaho, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 800 



Patents, agricultural, number of, issued ass 

coal, number of, issued ..... 8,808 



F. 

donation claim, number of, issued '.'.....'.'...... %W 
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Patents, mining, number of, issued 8,808 

private land, number of, issued 9, 107 

railroad, number of, issued .' 10,186 

Pawnee Indian lands, sales of 5 

Peialta, Michael, alleged private grant to 21, 22, 108-115 

Peterson. (844 Homestead : case of Henney vt. Peterson.) 

Plats and maps 9,221 

Porterfield warrants or scrip 90 

PRE-EMPTION— 

Entries made during the year 4,0 

Filings mode during the year 5,6 

Work performed in the pre-emption division - 210 

RULINGS AND IN8TKUCTIONB : 

Claims of record at date of definite location of the Union Pacific railroad, Kansas divis- 
ion, except lauds covered thereby from the grant to the road. 200, 207 

Constructive compliance with law (instructions to the officers at Aberdeen, Dak.) 96 

Filing before settlement not a sufficient ground upon which to base application to 

make a second filing (case of James Dempster) 212 

Instructions respecting proof in support of claims (letter to the officers at Valentine, 

Nebr.) ... 97 

Proof will be rejected where payment is not tendered when the proof is offered (case 

of Lottie M. Merwin) 211,212 

Removal of improvements after making proof is prima fade evidence of bad faith 

(letter to Ellen M. Holcomb) 95,90 

The system discussed 67-70 

What constitutes legal settlement (case of Birch r*. Smith) 211 

Prescott, Ariz., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 244 

Preservation of forests 83, 84 

Private claim in Florida in satisfaction of which scrip issued 107 

claims in Alabama, Arkansas, California, Florida, Louisiana, and New Mexico pat- 
ented 107 

entries 4,6 

grant, alleged, to Michael Peralta 21, 22, 108-1 15 

Beaubien and Miranda, or Maxwell 18,125-135 

Burl Buri 20,135-137 

Canada de Guadalupe la Visitacion y Rodeo Viejo 20. 135-137 

Rancho Laguna de Tache 19,20,117-119 

Muscupiabe 20,115-117 

San Rafael de la Zanja 119-121 

grants, Nolan 19,21 

land claims and Indian pueblos, confirmed and unconfirmed, in New Mexico, Arizona, 

and Colorado, list of 138-144 

division of General Land Office, work performed in, during the year, and 

condition of business in 107, 108 

legislation in respect to, recommended 26 

patented 9 

grant of Ant on Leroux 21 

B. M.Montaya 21 

E. W.Eaton 20 

Francis Martinez 20 

Ignacio Chaves and others 21 

John Scolley 2J> 

Salvador Gonzales 21 

Sangrede Cristo % 18,19 

the Arroyo de San Lorenzo 21 

Estancla (Nolan No. 8) 21 

Sedillo 21 

grants, Spanish and Mexican, discussed 17-26 

scrip, entries with 4 

locations approved 9,107 

Private scrip locations made with Supreme Court scrip and scrip issued by surveyors-general 

patented 89,107 

Proof in pre-emption claims and commuted homestead entries, instructions relating to (letter 

to local land officers at Valentine, Nebr.) 97 

Proofs, final 76-79 

Protection of public timber 305-315 

Publication of notloes, circular regarding 101, 102 

Public domain, surveyed and nnsurveyed, area of 158-160 

Public lands, disposal of, during the year 4 

division of, General Land Office, work performed in 92 

protection of 315-321 

rapid absorption of 79 

unlawful control of (letter to J. F. Hansford) 102 

Public sales 4,6 

surveys .*. 11-17,145-147,158-184 

Pueblo, Colo., land-office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 257 

B. 

RAILROADS— 

(844 Concessions and Statement.) 

Circular regarding Indemnity selections 269 

Discussion of the policy generally pursued prior to March 4, 1886, regarding the claims 

of railroads to lands under their grants 26-46 

Forfeitures of grants. (844 Forfeitures.) 

Instructions as to indemnity selections 209 

Number of miles of land-grant railroads constructed 10 
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RAILROADS— Continued. 

Recommendation that the act of Jane 22, 1874, providing for relief of settlers within 

railroad limits and indemnifying the railroad companies, be repealed 46 

Rights of way granted to companies 198-188 

Selections for land-grant roads • 4 It 

patented It 

Statement of condition of grants 187-194 

Work performed in the railroad division during the year 185,181 

Rulings: 

Atlantic and Pacific Railroad.— The right of the road to the lands specified in the grant 
attached npon the filing of its map of definite location of route in the office of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; it could not attach byfiline the map in the 
office of the Secretary of the Interior (case of Atlantic and Pacific Railroad vs. Lyon) . 207-301 
California and Oregon Railroad.— Pending congressional aotion on the question of for- 
feiture of the grant, selections by the railroad company will not be considered or 

entertained (letter to the local land officers at Shasta. Cat.) 341 

Northern Pacific Railroad— Mvn* withdrawals of lands in indemnity limits do not op- 
erate to except them from settlement and entry The withdrawals, in order to inure 
to the boneti of the road, must be followed up by indemnity selections legally made 
by the railroad company (case of Northern Pacific Railroad Company vs. Guilford 

Miller)... . 201-384 

Terminal limits of the grant as fixed by mathematical ascertainment, according to the 

original rule, will not be changed (letter to local land officers at Walla Walla. Wash.) . 190. 201 
Oregon and California Railroad.— Pending congressional or judicial determination of 
the question of forfeiture of the grant, selections for the road will not be considered 

or entertained (letter to George H. Andrews, agent of the road) 200, 201 

Right-of-way and land-grant railroad companies.— T respass on Umber by their roads. 

(See Timber Trespass case of Atwood et al.) 
Union Pacific Railroad Company, Kansas Division. — Pre-emption clatms of record at 
date of definite location of road except the lands covered thereby from the grant 
(letter to local laud officers at Salina, Kans. ; case of United States vs. Union Pacific 

Railroad Company, Kansas division) 206,207 

Rancho Laguna de Tache 10.20. 117-111 

Mus.upiabe 20, 115-117 

San Rafael de la Zanja 110-121 

Recapitulation by states and territories of disposal of lands during the fiscal year. (See Folder 
facing page 302.) 

Receipts, cash, from various sources 5 

Recorder's division of General Land Office, work performed in 89,90 

Recommendation of legislation amending the homestead law 79-81 

as to relinquished military reservations 75,78 

in regard to fees 81 

fraudulent surveys and destruction of surveying 

monuments \ 17 

moneys received for making exemplifications 81 

private land claims 24 

special agents ... 66,47 

repealing the act of June 22, 1874, providing for relief of settlers 
within railroad limits and indemnify ing the rail- 
road companies. 46 

laws allowing surveys to be made on acconnt of 
deposits of money for the purpose by individ- 
uals 17 

that the cash system of sales be abolished 75 

deseit* land act be repealed 75 

homestead law in respect to commutations be repealed 70,71 

timber and stone act be repealed 78 

timber-culture law be repealed 78 

timber lands be immediately withdrawn from entry 84 

Redwood Falls, Minn., land office, statement of business at. during the fiscal year 274 

Reed City. Mich., land office. Htatement of business at, during the fiscal year 274 

Relinquished military reservations 75,76,157 

Repayments 8,28 

Repeal of the act of June 22, 1874, providing for relief of settlers within railroad limits and in 

demnifvintc the railroad companies, recommended 41 

commutation feature of the homestead law recommended 70, 71 

desert-land act recommended 73,74 

laws allowing survevs to be made on acconnt of deposits of money by individuals 

recommended ... — • 17 

eatahliMhing the cash system of sales recommended 71 

timber and stone land act recommended 78 

timber-culture law recommended 71-71 

Reports of special agents and local land officers respecting fraudulent land entries 50-64 

surveyors-genera). (See Surveyor-general.) 

Reservation of limber lands recommendca 84 

Reservation, Zuni ludlan 103-106 

Reservations, Indian, survey of 146,147 

military, relinquished 75,76 

schedule of 148-157 

Revolutionary bounty-land scrip, condition of business relating to 89, 94 

Rouayne, J. T., case of. (See Homestead.) 

Rosoburg, Greg., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 288 



Sacramento , CM. , land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year Ml 

Saint Cloud, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during then seal year 177 

Saint Croix, Wis., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year Sit 
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Salaries of Commissioner and clerical force, aggregate of existing 281 

estimates for , 288 

Sties, cash 4,5,6 

public. 4-8 

SaUna, Kane., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 208 

Salt Lake City, Utah, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 294 

Bait spring selections 82 

San Francisco, Cal., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 249 

8angre de Cristo grant 18,19 

San Rafael de la Zsnja private grant 119-121 

Santa Fe, N. Mex., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 289 

SCHOOL LANDS— 



Indemnity selections approved during the year . 
of double- 1 ' * * * " 



of double-minimum land based on deficiencies of double the quan- 
tity of single-minimum land are not allowable : a selection de- 
fective in part is invalid as a whole on the face or the record (let- 
ter to the register and receiver at Lo« Angeles, Cal.) 94,95 

Instructions in regard to indemnity selections 48 

Soolly, John, private land grant of 20 

Scrip, agricultural-collugo, locations made with, and number of patents issued on, during the 

year 4,89 

issued in satisfaction of a private land claim in Florida •. 107 

revolutionary bounty -land, work relating to 89,90 

Supreme Court, locations approved . 107 

8ediUo private land grant, the 21 

Selections, railroad 4,10 

indemnity, general instructions in regard to 209 

school indemnity, agricultural college, university, and salt spring, approved 8, 92 

Settlers constructive compliance with law bv- (See Homestead and Pre-emption.) 

8hasta, Cal., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 260 

Sioux half-breed scrip, entries with 4 

Sioux Indian lands, sales of 5 

Smith. (See Pre-emption ; case of Birch v&. Smith.) 

Spanish and Mexican land grauts discussed 17-26 

grants, data in regard to 109-114 

Special agents 308,307,815,318 

legislation recommended respecting 68,87 

report*, proceedings respecting fraud o lent entries on 315,316 

Special cases, order of the Commissioner respecting 102 

Special service division, work performed in 805 

Spokane Falls, Wash., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 295 

Springfield, Mck, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 280 

State and territorial grants ... 48 

State fund and Indian accounts 9,228 

Statement in regard to tlra ber depredations 306, 307 

of amounts deposited for field and office work, nnder the deposit system, on account 

of surveys of public lauds during the fiscal year 8 

appropriations and deposits for surveys from 1862 to 1885 282 

deposits for surveys from 1862 to 1885 230,281 

disposals of land in the several states and territories for the fiscal year, being a 
recapitulation of statements by land districts. (See Folder facing page 302.) 

land concessions for canal purposes ... 195, 196 

to states and corporations for railroad and military wagon-road 

fmiposes 187-194 

and grant railroads constructed 185 

work relating to fraudulent entries — 320,821 

showing apportionment of appropriation for surveys among different surveying dis- 
tricts 145 

area of each state and territory, &c, in 1880, and lands surveyed and un- 

surveyed Juno 30, 1885 158-160 

condition of military bounty-land business 4,5,91 

names and locations of military reservations, &c 148-157 

number of acres located during the year with military bounty -land war- 
rants 90 

of public lands surveyed and remaining unsurveyed . . . 158 
surveyed in the land states and territories during the 

fiscalyear 14« 

rights of way to railway companies in certain states and territories 196-198 

Statements in regard to swamp lands 9,213-215 

timber depredations 81-83,306,307 

States and territories, disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

State selections 8,48 

Statistics, land 224,225 

Stockton, Cal., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 251 

Stone and timber lands. (See Timber and Stone.) 

Supreme Court scrip locations finally approved 107 

Surveyed and unsurveyed public domain, area of 158-180 

Surveying division, work performed in 145 

Survey of Colorado-Utah boundary-line 147 

Dakota-Montana boundary-line 147 

Indian reservations 146,147 

Surveyor-general of Arizona, report of 828 

California, report of 829 

Colorado, report of 887 

Dakota, report of 841 

Florida, report of 845 

Idaho, report of 847 
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Surveyor- general of Louisiana, report of 349 

Minnesota, teportof 351 

Montana, report of 96 

Nebraska, report of SS 

Nevada, report of , 3tf 

New Mexico, report of 33S 

Oregon, report of 411 

Utah, report of 49 

Washington, report of 49 

Wyoming* report of 4W 

Surveyors-general, accounts of 91 

list of, witb their residences 18 

powers of, in respect to segregations of lands as swamp 215-81 

Surveys, apportionment of appropriation for Ml 

examination of, in the field, estimate of appropriation for fll 

extent of, daring the fiscal year Ml 

of public lands, amount deposited on account of, under the deposit system, during 

the fiscal year 8,28 

on account of deposits of mouey by individuals, repeal of the laws allowing, reoom- 

mended IT 

public 11-tf 

(resurveys) in Colorado, Louisiana, and Kansas during the fiscal year 141 

under the deposit system, remarks in regard to 11-17 

Susanville, Cal., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year. 2S2 

SWAMP-LAND GRANTS— 

Area of lands selected and approved or patented to states 9, 213-H5 

Defects in ascertaining the specific tracts embraced in the grants 46-41 

Indemnity 9,213,214 

The grant of swamp lands to California is a grant in prestnti ; a false return of lands 
as swamp by a deputy surveyor does not constitute a grant, and may be set aside by 
the Commissioner of 'the General Land Office, although approved by the surveyor- 

eeneral 215-320 

Work performed in the swamp division of the General Land Office during the fiscal 
year " 213,214 



Taylor's Falls, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year Iff 

Territorial and state grants 41 

Territories and states, disposal of land in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

The Dalles. Or* e., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 8* 

Thomas. (See Timber-culture ; case of Dotson vs. Thomas.) 

Timber and stone land act, repeal of. recommended B 

lands, entries of, during the year i 7 

Timber depredations, statement in regard to 308, m 

preservation of 81-9 

Sublic, protection of 335-81 
CULTURE— 

Citizenship of applicants (letter to local land officers at Huron, Dak.) HJJ 

Repeal of the law recommended - 71-W 

The entire section described in an application must be prairie or other land devoid of 

timber (case of Dotson v$. Thomas) • 

Entries (original) made during the year J 

(flnilj made during the year » 

TIMBER TRESPASS— 

In public land states and territories 236,805-ltf 

Insti notions respecting the cutting of timber by land-grant and right-of-way railroad 

companies for construction purposes 314,81 

Remarks in regard to 81-* 

Rule for determining amonnt of damage to pine trees from "boxing " for turpentine 

(letter from Acting Secretary of the Interior) !• 

The United States will protect the unsurveyed lands within railroad limits from timber 
trespass (letter of the Secretary to the Commissioner as to depredations by the Mon- 
tana Improvement Company) 311-114 

The United States will treat as trespass the outting of timber upon the nneamed odd- 
numbered sections lying within the limits of a railroad grant (letter from the 800^ 

retary of the Interior to the Attorney-General ; case of William Grant et of.) 310, 311 

Under act of March 3, 1875, right-of-way railroad companies are entitled to take timber 
from such of the public land* only as are adjacent to the roads, and for no other 
purpose than construction thereof (letter from the Acting Secretary of the Interior 

to the Attorney-General : case of George W. Arwoodetoi.) 308,3V 

Topeka. Kans.. land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 81 

Town-site entries, number of, made and approved, and sale* of town lots 8, 81 

Tracy, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 2TI 

Tnoson, Ariz., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 244 

Turpentine, measure of damages by " boxing " trees for (letter or the Acting Secretary to 
the Commissioner) 201 

V. 

Union Pacific Railroad Company, Kansas division (esse of United States vs. Union Pacific 

Railroad Company, Kansas division) 200,207 

University selections approved 8,91 

Unlawful control of the public lands (letter to J. F. Hansford) 112 

Unsurveyed public domain, area of 158-101 

Utah-Colorado boundary -line, survey of 14T 

Utah, disposal of lands 'in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Ute Indian land, sales of 5 
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Valentine, Nebr., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 280 

Vancouver, Wash., land office, statement of business at, daring the fiscal year 297 

Ylaalia, Cat, land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 263 



Wagon-road selections 4 

Wagon-roads, land concessions for 194, 195 

Wa-Keeney, Kins., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 270 

Walla Walla. Wash., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 297 

Warrants, military bounty-land, condition of business relating to ... 91 

Porterfleld, work relating to 90 

Washington Territory, bounty -land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Watertown, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 262 

Wausau, Wis., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 301 

Wichita, Kans., land office, statement pf business at, during the fiscal year 271 

Withdrawals, indemnity, Northern Pacific railroad 201,209 

Wisconsin, bounty-land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of land in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 

Worthlngton, Minn., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 278 

Wyoming, bounty -land warrant locations in 90 

disposal of lands in, during the fiscal year. (See Recapitulation.) 



Yakima, Wash., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 29S 

Yankton, Dak., land office, statement of business at, during the fiscal year 263 

Z. 
■ami Indian reservation _. 103-105 
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